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11:55:06 Wanting possessions is not in itself wrong.  Wanting someone else’s 
possessions is forbidden. 
 
12:05:10 The seed of greed causes us to desire the material well being of our 
children  over and above their spiritual usefulness to God.  This is the sin against the 
mission field  (Campbell Morgan) 
 
12:07:35 That which is spiritual in its cause is always social in its effect 
 
12:15:15 It is liberating to know God chose not to give gifts to certain people. 
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From the Peoples Church in Toronto, Canada welcome to Living Truth bringing dynamic 
life to the unchanging truths of God’s Word. 
 
Now Exodus chapter 20 is the passage that we’ve been looking at for a number of weeks 
where God gave to Moses the ten commandments on Mount Sinai. I’m going to read the 
last one, the tenth one, not that we have looked at them all one by one we’ve drawn out 
some of the general principles of these commandments or tried to do so and then selected 
one or two in particular. And I want to read from verse 17 this morning and then read the 
few verses that follow the giving of these ten commandments we have called this series 
How Shall we then live: Biblical Ethics for Today’s World. And in verse 17 of Exodus 
20 here’s the final of the ten commandments, “You shall not covet your neighbour’s 
house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife or his man servant or maidservant, his 
ox, or donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbour. When the people saw the 
thunder and lightening and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke they 
trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance and said to Moses speak to us yourself and 
we will listen, but do not have God speak to us or we will die.” And Moses said to the 
people do not be afraid God has come to test you so that the fear of God will be with you 
to keep you from sinning. The people remained at a distance while Moses approached the 
thick darkness where God was. We’ll we’re going to look at this final commandment this 
morning and the reason why I read those additional verses is just to point out the fact that 
these are not just commandments that are give in a vacuum, they’re not a set of 
suggestions, they are given by God in the context in the fear of God recognizing the 
important severity of living the way that God has called us to live. But this last 
commandment although it comes as number ten in the list, I suggest to you it is actually 
the source of most of the other sins that the ten commandments address, because it is 
coveting our neighbour’s possessions that leads to stealing. It is coveting our neighbour’s 
wife that leads to adultery. It’s covetousness that lies behind most cases of murder. It is 
covetousness that leads to being a false witness against our neighbours. It’s covetousness 
that leads to adultery where things replace God. But the difference is this: the earlier 
commands are about external acts where as this one is about the internal cause of those 



acts, the attitude from which those acts derive. Now governments can exist against 
external behaviour but they cannot legislate against the internal attitude that is coveting. 
And so although this comes right at the very end, it represents I suggest to you the source 
of so many other of these sins that the ten commandments address. Now covetousness is 
greed. And greed usually ends in tears. I heard one day about a couple who were in their 
sixties and were celebrating a very significant wedding anniversary, thirty-fifth or 
something like that, maybe fortieth. And as they were at this restaurant enjoying a meal, 
suddenly a fairy appeared on the table in front them waved her wand about and said “as 
you have been so faithful to each other all these years I’m going to grant you one wish 
each”, he turned to the wife, “what is your wish?” She thought for a moment and said 
“Well you know I’d love to go on a cruise around the world with my wonderful 
husband.” And so the fairy spun around and waved the wand and said “abracadabra” and 
suddenly in her hand were two round-the-world tickets for a cruise. Then he turned to the 
husband and said and “what would you like?” And he thought for a moment and said 
“well you know I wish my wife was thirty years younger than I am.” And so the fairy 
swung around and waved her wand and said “abracadabra” and suddenly the husband 
was ninety-five years old. (Laughter). Covetousness, greed leads to tears eventually but 
what do we mean by covetousness. We need to define this. Is it legitimate to want 
something that we don’t have? And the answer is of course it is. Is it legitimate to be 
ambiotn in business? And the answer is of course it is. So what do we mean by 
covetousness? What’s the difference between coveting and enjoying legitimate material 
things and wanting legitimate material things. Well I want to suggest to you that it’s a 
similar relationship as exists between lusting and enjoying a legitimate sexual 
relationship. See when Jesus said in Matthew 5, “Anyone who looks at a women lustfully 
has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” He was not then holding us to a 
sense of guilt for having sexual desire, that is normal and natural and good. But lust of 
course is the selfish using of somebody for my own gratification whereas love in 
marriage is seeking to bring satisfaction to your partner, enjoying mutual satisfaction 
together in that area. And so Jesus in forbidding lust is not forbidding sexual desire, but 
the using of somebody else for my own gratification. And similarly, wanting things is not 
in itself wrong, it is wanting somebody else’s possessions that is addresses here. That’s 
why as in the other commandments it is primarily about your neighbour. You see 
relationships are far more important than things, things don’t bring us meaning and 
satisfaction in life, it’s relationships that bring us meaning and satisfaction and he talks 
about coveting your neighbour’s house, coveting your neighbour’s wife, coveting your 
neighbour’s menservants or maidservants, coveting your neighbour’s ox or donkey, or 
coveting anything that belongs to your neighbour. It’s desiring what belongs to somebody 
else. You see it’s not wrong to admire a car and want to get one and own one, but it is 
wrong to want a car that belongs to somebody else. It’s not wrong to want to marry and 
have a wife, but it is wrong to want somebody else’s wife. It’s not wrong to be ambition 
in business, but it is wrong to want somebody else’s position and to maneuver them out 
of there so that I could get in. That is what this is addressing. Now in Luke 12 verse 13 in 
the new testament, Jesus said “Be on your guard against all kinds of greed. A man’s life 
does not consist in the abundance of things he possesses.” And you know one of the big 
lies of our society and our culture is that a person life does consist in the abundance of 
things he possesses. So all too often our sense of significance and our status in life is 



related to what we own and to things. And we get this rat race we call keeping up with 
the Jones’s and I’ve said this here before that keeping up with the Jones’s is spending 
money we don’t have to buy things we don’t want to impress people we don’t like. 
(Laughter). And yet people get caught up in it. And it’s a rat race. And by the way if you 
win the rat race you’re still a rat. (Laughter). You see meaning and satisfaction in life 
comes from relationships not from possessions. A man’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of things he possesses. That’s why these commandments are primarily about 
protecting your neighbour and your relationship with your neighbour. Not coveting your 
neighbour’s house or his wife or his servants or his ox and donkey etcetera. Not bearing 
false witness against your neighbour. Not stealing is protecting your neighbour’s 
property. Do not commit adultery is protecting your neighbour’s marriage. Not 
murdering is protecting your neighbour from your vengeance or anger. That’s why when 
Jesus summed up these ten commandments the first few to love, to, to have no other gods 
before, to have no graven image, to not take the Lord’s name in vain, they’re about 
loving the Lord your God with all your heart and your soul and your strength. And the 
second is like it is love your neighbour as yourself. And in these two the commandments 
are summed up because they’re either about loving God or they’re about loving your 
neighbour. And this coveting is about your attitude towards your neighbour. Now 
material things are given to us for our enjoyment. God gives them to us for our 
enjoyment. Paul wrote to Timothy in 1 Timothy 6 and said “Command those who are rich 
in this present world not be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God,” listen to this, “who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment.” Don’t put your hope in riches and material they will be 
here today and gone tomorrow, put your hope in God and you know what you discover: 
he gives us richly all things to enjoy. But that’s not your objective your hope is in God 
and then your relation with God, God gives you things, material things for our 
enjoyment. And one of the soundest verses on our attitude to possessions and things I 
think is in Proverbs 30 and verse 8 and 9 where the writer says “Give me neither poverty 
nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise I may have too much and disown 
you and say ‘Who is the Lord?’ Or I may be become poor and steal and so dishonour the 
name of my God.” And so he says don’t give me poverty, don’t give me riches. If you 
give me riches I may become self-sufficient, turn my back on you. If you give me poverty 
I may be tempted to steal just give me my daily bread. Which ties in exactly to what 
Jesus taught in the Lord’s prayer “give us today our daily bread”, give me enough for 
today beyond that is bonus. Now let me talk about three things regarding covetousness. 
First of all, coveting is a spiritual disease is what I want to point out to you initially. I 
suggest to you that coveting is the root of all evil. Now I know Paul said the love of 
money is the root of all kinds of evil but what is the love of money? It is covetousness, it 
is greed. And I want to call this the seed of greed that’s what coveting is. Now I want to 
identify two key ways in which coveting lies behind other evil. First of all historically 
coveting if you like we might say is the historical sin. It is the sin to which Lucifer fell. 
Now if you read in Isaiah chapter 14 you’ll find there a message about the king of 
Babylon. And then as it continues it suddenly begins to take wings so to speak and begin 
to talk about somebody who is much bigger than the king of Babylon and we realize that 
he is talking about Satan it calls him Lucifer, the morning star. Satan was the most, or 
Lucifer as he was called, was the most beautiful of all God’s creation when he created his 



angelic beings they’re different categories of angels, they are cherubim and seraphim, 
there’s angels, there are archangels. And right at the pinnacle the most beautiful of all 
God’s angelic beings was this one angel called Lucifer and he said this, speaking of him 
it says “You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend on high; I will raise my thrown above the 
stars of God; I will sit enthroned in the mountain of the assembly in the utmost heights of 
the sacred mountain. I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like 
the Most High God.” And here is Lucifer already the pinnacle of God’s created order 
saying this isn’t enough I will, I will, I will, I will. It is greed mingled with pride. And it 
was the source of his fall. It is the seed of greed that lies behind the fall of Eve in the 
Garden of Eden. You remember that when the devil came and talked to her and 
persuaded her successfully to doubt what God had said to her in Genesis 3:6 is when the 
woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye and 
desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some of it, she also gave some to her husband 
who was with her and he ate. When she saw this fruit was pleasing to the eye, when it 
was good for food, it would make her wise she thought. She coveted and she took it and 
she ate. My wife wrote an article about Eve on one occasion and she gave it a brilliant 
title, When Everything Is Not Enough. Eve had everything in the Garden of Eden. 
Lucifer had everything as the highest order of the angelic beings, but everything was not 
enough. Why? Because coveting is not something to do primarily with the things 
themselves, it has to do with the attitude of heart, the unwillingness to be content. You 
see the issue was not that the garden was not enough for Eve. The issue was not that 
Lucifer status in heaven was not enough for him. But that they were unwilling to be 
content with their lot and content with their role and I’ll talk about that in a few minutes 
because the antithesis of covetousness is contentedness.  And contentedness is a choice as 
I’ll see, as I’ll point out to you in just a few moments. But there’re many ways in which 
this covetousness this seed of greed lies behind so many other areas of failure in our 
lives. As was reading something about Dr. Campbell Morgan who was a well known 
preacher of previous generation. And he was saying this: that covetousness is the sin 
against the mission field. And I thought what in the world does he mean by that and he 
went on to say this: “We covet our children for good jobs, for good positions, for good 
incomes and we are reluctant to release them to God for his service.” And so he says the 
reason why many folks are not serving God when they could is because we as parents 
have held them back because we want them to have status and comfort and position. And 
I find that very challenging that the seed of greed causes us to desire the material well 
being of our children over and above their spiritual usefulness to God. Now I’ve met with 
people on the missionary. I’ve met with doctors who had earned their good salary back in 
this environment who are living on less and what we would regard as minimum wage 
because they’ve gone to serve God. That’s enormous price that they’ve paid for that. And 
we hold back it’s the sin against the mission field says Campbell Morgan. But if there is 
the historical aspect that this is the seed of greed coveting that historically with Lucifer 
and Eve lies behind other sins. Experientially it is also true. See in 1 John 2 verse 16 John 
writes this all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of 
life” and by the way those three things came to Eve. She saw that it was good for food, 
lust of the eyes. And the fact that it was good for food that’s lust of the flesh, and it would 
make her wise the pride of life. Well these three areas says John are the areas that are not 
of the father they’re of the world. Now our advertising experts know the power of the lsut 



of the eyes and the lust of the flesh. That’s why if you’re going to sell a car if you stick a 
semi naked woman on the hood of the car, it presumably increases sales because they do 
it so frequently. That’s why there’s a modeling industry not with people look like you and 
me but who look like they want you and me to want to look like. And so you see this 
model modeling a piece of clothing and you think if I had that piece of clothing I would 
look like that. But you don’t. (Laughter). But you believe you do and you buy the 
clothing; the lust of the eyes. And we’re constantly exposed to this all the time with 
things that appeal to our sense of greed, I want more I want more. But if coveting is a 
spiritual disease my second point is that coveting is social disease that’s inevitable 
because that which is spiritual in it’s cause is always social in it’s effect. And wanting 
what other people have is always been one of the big hazards in our world and you can 
see it on every level. What was it that caused Hitler to invade Czechoslovakia in 1939 
and so precipitate the Second World War? It was covetousness, greed. What is it that 
caused Sadam Hussein to invade Kuwait in 1990 and precipitate the Gulf War, the first 
Gulf War? It was covetousness. It was greed. Why is it that in every gas station, pretty 
well, that you stop at and every corner store you’ll find lottery tickets and cards with the 
big sign outside telling us how many millions we might get if we were to win the lottery 
and we are tempted to have to what we haven’t earned and haven’t deserved. You know 
gambling by the way has become one of the big curses of our time. I looked up in the 
internet this week and the website of the Canada Statistics or Statistics Canada and let me 
give you some facts on the community health survey on gambling. You know the 
provincial governments of Canada and territorial governments generate twelve billion 
dollars profit every year at the moment that a billion dollars a month in profit from 
gambling. 1.2 million adults Canadians that is one in twenty are problem gamblers or at 
risk of experiencing problems. That is if we cut, if we were a cross section of the 
population at large in this church this morning this service and the earlier service, if we 
were a typical cross section of Canadian society, they’ll be a hundred and twenty people 
with a serious gambling problem here this morning at some point. Now because many of 
us have brought our lives into relationship with Jesus Christ one of the things that is 
being dealt with by that relationship with him is that innate greed that otherwise may be 
there and may be rampant so the statistics will be less probably significantly less in 
reality here this morning but nevertheless that is the general statistic across Canada. 
Addicted gamblers are the highest category of people to commit suicide in Canada. 
Problem gamblers are more likely to have a highest rate of alcohol dependency and 
substance abuse. Gambling causes serious financial, social, emotional, and physical harm 
not just to the person gambling but to the family as well. And most addictive are casino 
games and video lottery terminals. And they call the video lottery terminals the crack 
cocaine of gambling. Because people get hooked so quickly and there are twice if your 
under thirty your twice as likely to have a serious gambling problem than if your over 
thirty. And Statistics Canada say that eighty-five percent of problem gamblers have tried 
to stop gambling at some point but have been unable to do so which indicates how 
addictive and how powerful addictive gambling can be. Now why am I telling you this? 
Is just so we can point the finger at the people out there some where who are doing this. 
No. because this is a spirit of our culture and our age and it’s encouraged and because it 
generates so much money. But the root cause is greed. It’s a seed of greed and greed 
always bears deadly fruit. Always. The idea of getting something for nothing, usually off 



the backs of other equally weak people, is never going to be constructive in its 
consequences it’s always going to be destructive. By the way statistics show that your up 
to 139 times more likely to be struck by lightening then you are to win the lottery. 
(Laughter). Now I was on a little plane once in New Zealand we were hit by a lightening 
bolt. I’ve got a 138 times to go to get hit by lightening before I begin to begin eligible to 
win the lottery statistically speaking. You’re far more likely to get run over going to buy 
a lottery ticket than you are to win it. (Laughter). Let’s bear that in mind if you got a 
problem with it. Coveting is a spiritual disease, coveting is a social disease, but here’s the 
good news coverting is a solvable disease. Coveting is a solvable disease. Is there a 
remedy? The antithesis of covetousness is contentedness. That is to be satisfied. Let me 
talk about three areas that deal with the root of this. First of all, being content with 
yourself. Secondly being content with your lot, that is your circumstances. And thirdly, 
being content with your things. Being content with yourself first of all. If we’re not 
content with ourselves we’re not going to be content with anything. Now most of us of 
course have reasons for wishing we were not ourselves. We usually envy abilities that we 
see in others that we don’t have in ourselves. We often envy the looks of others that we 
don’t have. We often envy the possessions of others that we don’t have. But it is vital that 
we learn to accept ourselves and to be content with ourselves. I’ll give you three very 
good reasons. One, God created you individually, personally. And in creating us he 
created us all differently. Now of course the grass always greener over the fence always 
looks greener over the fence. But when God created you he created you with strength and 
also with weaknesses. The very fact that God gives natural gifts to people and gives 
spiritual gifts to people means that there are gifts he doesn’t give to certain people. And 
we need to embrace our nongiftedness as much as we might think to embrace our 
giftedness that in certain areas God has not equipped us and it’s tremendously liberating 
to realize that. You see we’re not just intended to be lone individual rangers you know 
running across this earth, we’re intended to be interdependent. When Paul speaks about 
this in relation to the church in 1 Corinthians he says you know that God has given 
different gifts to different people. And somehow this and somehow that and he likens it to 
a body where he says that the ear can’t say to the eye I don’t need you. Now the ear and 
the eye have totally different functions but they’re mutually interdependent. And it’s no 
good the ear say, uh I’m no good ‘cause I can’t hear anything. And the ear saying I’m no 
good ‘cause I can’t see anything. They eye needs the ear, the ear needs the eye. The hand 
can’t say to the foot I don’t need you. this is Paul’s illustration because the body is made 
up of many parts that together in unison in may work together. Now he says that’s true of 
the church of Jesus Christ. So there’s certain gifts that you have certain gifts that I have 
and there’s certain gifts that you don’t have and certain gifts I don’t have. And what’s 
tremendously liberating for me sometime ago to realize there’s certain things I am not 
able to do which I wish I was able to do and I’m going to say to God thank you I am not 
able to do that because you didn’t make me that way. But thank you there’re other people 
who can and there’re other people who will. And they’re other people with whom we 
need to be interconnected. It’s not just true of the church it’s true of your family life and 
it’s especially true of your marriage by the way. Embrace your own weaknesses in 
marriage and in embrace your spouses weakness in marriage as well, that’s why you have 
strengths she doesn’t have or he doesn’t have so that you can compensate not that you 
can say nanananana because I can do it and you can’t (Laughter). If I come back and find 



myself criticizing let say my wife, she’s not here this morning not in this service, 
(laughter) for the same things, why don’t I get wise one day and say maybe this isn’t 
something she can do. Of if she criticizes me for certain things after awhile it would be 
nice to say hey listen do you know why I keep criticizing you because you actually can’t 
do this anyway. Accept it. Now there’s certain things we can change of course. There’s 
certain things we learn to do we just don’t sit back and say well that’s who I am tough. 
But there’s certain things that require giftedness and intuition and skills and there’s 
certain things that don’t. and learning to accept ourselves do we don’t become 
covetousness towards other people we become content with ourselves. And it’s good to 
go to bed at night and say you know even though yeah there’s certain things I have done 
well today ‘cause I just can’t do those things very well. that’s who I am thank you Lord 
you made me that way. And I’m sure somebody else is enjoying doing those things well. 
that’s why we cannot live in isolation we live interdependently in marriage, in the family, 
in your children, by the way don’t make your children like you let your children be who 
they are, that includes their strengths and includes their weaknesses to. So the first thing 
is God created you. And by the way criticizing myself for who I am or criticizing 
somebody else who they are is actually criticizing God for creating them that way. But 
not only does God create us but God loves you, God loves me. You know in Ephesians 1, 
Paul speaks about the fact that he has made us accepted in the beloved. That is he accepts 
you as you are and he loves you as you are. He didn’t say I love but if you could just 
manage to do this or have this I would love you a bit more. You’re accepted as you are. 
There’s a great hymn that Billy Graham has used in his crusades for decades, “Just as I 
am without one plea.” You know that’s a wonderful to thing to come and say God just as 
I am. Please don’t sing that “just as I am without one plea except that I wish I was a little 
bit less me.” You come just as you are. You’ll always be who you are by the way don’t 
get the idea, if you marry somebody don’t think they’ll change in five years they won’t. 
hopefully they will grow that means what they are will get better or worse, but they will 
grow. But the basic us won’t change God loves us. And thirdly, God accepts us. He 
delights in us he has a purpose, he plans for us. You need to be content with ourselves 
first of all and then contentedness will deal with this root of covetousness, the seed of 
greed that otherwise is there that dissatisfaction we need to be content. Secondly we need 
to be content with our circumstances, with our lot in life. You know it’s a marverlous 
thing to come to. Paul in Philippians 4 wrote this in verse 11 he said “I’ve learned to be 
content whatever the circumstances.” Now notice that he doesn’t say I am content 
whatever the circumstances. He says I’ve learned to be content. I’ve had to learn this says 
Paul. It’s not instinctive, you’ve got to learn to it. He says I know what it is to be in need. 
I know what it is to have plenty. That is I’ve lived on both sides of the fence. I’ve lived 
on the green side of the fence. I’ve lived on the grey side of the fence whenever seems 
dry. I know what it is to be in need and I know what it is to have plenty. I’ve learned the 
secret of being content in any and every situation whether well-fed or hungry whether 
living in plenty or in want in other words my circumstances have become totally 
irrelevant to my contendedness now. How what is the secret that he has learned? He goes 
on to say I could do everything through Christ who gives me strength. I have learned to 
bring Christ into the green pastures when I’ve got everything that is good and I have 
plenty. I have learned to bring Christ into the grey, dry pastures when everything seems 
dry and empty. And I’ve learned to be content, I’ve had to learn it he says. I’ve had 



learned the hard way and we need to learn it we need to learn it to be content with our 
circumstances. All of us would like something about our circumstances to be different 
than they are. It’s a wonderful to be content. And it’s a foothold for the devil when we’re 
not. You know Paul also writes about a thorn in his flesh and he doesn’t tell us what it is 
but he says I know where it came from it’s a messenger of satan. He’s unambiguous. This 
is a nasty thing it’s a bad thing it’s an evil thing it’s a messenger of Satan. It has Satan’s 
fingerprints all other over it.  And it’s come into my life and so he did the obvious thing 
that you and I would do, certainly I would do, he asked God to take it away. Three times 
he said I pleaded with the Lord. That doesn’t mean you know he prayed three times you 
know after breakfast, after lunch, after supper and that didn’t work but over three periods 
over time I imagine is the implication I pleaded with God. God this is hampering me in 
my life, in my ministry. Lord take it away. The answer God gave him was no. He said to 
him “My grace is sufficient for you, my power is made perfect in weakness.” And Paul 
goes on to sort of think about this and says it’s because of the surpassing great revelations 
I could get to big headed about all this so God has aloud this messenger from Satan that 
has weaken me. And in my weakness his strength is made perfect. And then he goes on to 
say “that’s why for Christ’s sake I delight in my weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties.” Amazing. First he’s saying God take these away take them 
away and then God speaks to him and Paul says I delight in the very thing that God asked 
to take away. Even though I recognize its source it’s evil, it’s satanic. You know that 
many of us here this morning and many of you listening to my voice on television and 
there are things in your life right now that have the fingerprints of something evil all over 
them. Maybe it’s a health issue and God is not the author sickness and ill health. This is 
all part of the corrupt environment as a result of the fall. Some of us are facing maybe 
difficult financial issues and we really don’t know how we’re going to survive. Some of 
us are facing issues in relation to our job. You’re not sure you’ll have a job in a few 
weeks maybe you don’t have one right now and this is a tough situation for you. Maybe 
some of us are facing issues in our marriage or in our family. Maybe they’re emotional 
issues and relationship issues and where we can we need to work to resolve these of 
course. But where there seems no resolution we need in humble dependence say God 
although we would love you to intervene dramatically miraculously in this situation – I 
think of some health issues in this church and they’re much prayed for and many tears 
shed on their behalf. But it’s a wonderful thing in the midst of it to become content. And 
say Lord my security is not in my financial well being, it’s not in my good health, my 
security is not in my employment, my security is in Christ. I can do all things through 
him who strengthens me says Paul. You know we haven’t time now but if you’re 
struggling with contentedness, read Psalm 23. The Lord is my shepherd, what’s the 
consequence of that, I shall not want. I’m content. Why he makes me lie down in green 
pastures. I know a bit about sheep my background was farming. Sheep only lie down 
when they’re contented. And you go through that Psalm you know even your rod and 
your staff comfort me. A rod and a staff was the tool of the shepherd which you would 
round up and drive the sheep and haul them in and it was the rod of discipline too and he 
says they comfort me. I’ve got a shepherd who keeps me on track though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death I fear no evil. Why? The valley of the shadow of death 
is an awful experience often to walk through but you know it is the shadow of death. You 
realize don’t you a shadow of a truck coming down the sidewalk will never flatten you. 



The shadow of a dog will never bite you, the shadow of a stick will never hurt you and 
the shadow of death will never kill you. And we go through it but I fear no evil, you are 
with me. He finishes surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life. I 
know this, whatever else happens in my life as I follow the shepherd, goodness and 
mercy follow me. The goodness may not be what I would’ve anticipated to be good but it 
is good and what God works out and his mercy follows me. And I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever that even in this life which we take so seriously if I die at seventy or 
die and seven in eternity I’ll look back and say that was only a blimp any way. We need 
to be content with ourselves. To be content with our circumstances and content with our 
things. You know when John the Baptist preached the need for repentance he was asked 
by a number of people what they should do to exhibit their repentance. John was a very 
effective preacher, far more effective than I am. People don’t come to me and say what 
should I do to show my repentance. They came to John. And he said to the crowd, “The 
man who has two tunics should share with him who has none. And the one who has food 
should also share with someone who doesn’t have it.” Well that’s very down-to-earth 
isn’t it? And then some tax collectors came to be baptized and they said what should we 
do? And John said “don’t collect any more than you are required to.” Then some soldiers 
came and they said what should we do to repent? And John said don’t extort money and 
don’t accuse people falsely and be content with your pay.” It’s in Luke chapter 3. He said 
“A mark of repentance is sharing with your neighbour, it’s loving your neighbour, but it’s 
being content with your pay.” These are marks of repentance that have to do with the 
right attitude to things and repentance therefore is what strikes the root of this seed of 
greed that is covetousness. I want to ask you, as I finish this morning, are you content or 
are you covetous? Greedy is the everyday word. And as we’ve looked at these 
commandments in recent weeks because they speak to our conscious it is important that 
we respond as God speaks to us because when our conscious’ are provoked we can either 
resist and our conscious’ become hardened or we could respond and we can allow God to 
work in us to bring about his own establishing of his character in us. I’m going to lead 
you in a short prayer and if you want to pray this with me I invite you to do so. Just a 
very simple prayer sentence by sentence. Father  I confess to you that I am covetous and 
the symptoms of this and my lack of contentedness. And I prayer Lord that you will deal 
with this seed of greed in my life before it’s allowed to germinate and develop into things 
that are so evidently wrong. That I might learn to be content whatever my situation. That 
I will hold suitable ambitions and suitable desires that do not conflict my neighbour. I 
pray that you will forgive me. And you’ll enable me to live with this deep sense of 
contentedness that because the Lord is my shepherd I shall not want. I will be free. Free 
to be myself. Free to let other people be themselves and free from greed. Make this real 
for me I pray. In Jesus name. Amen. 
 
 


