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MAINTAINING SPIRITUAL REALITY 
LEARNING THE LANGUAGE OF LIVING THE LIFE 

PASTOR CHARLES PRICE 
 
 
If you’ve got your Bible, I want to read to you from 1 Samuel chapter 9.  If you’re using 
the Bible in the seats, it’s page 195, the blue Bible in the seats.  1 Samuel chapter 9 … 
before I read some of these verses, let me just set the scene. 
 
We’ve been looking into 1 Samuel for several weeks under the overall theme, “Finding 
and Maintaining Spiritual Reality.”  It’s so easy to obtain the form and lose the substance 
of our spiritual life.  And there had been a series of events, that we’re not going to have 
time to look into this morning, that have taken place since the section we last looked at, 
but basically Israel has been constituted as a theocracy in the two and one half centuries 
since they arrived in Canaan.  Now, by a theocracy we mean God ruled.  You say well 
that doesn’t sound very practical.  What do you mean, “God ruled?”  Well, He raised up 
men and women; they became known as judges.  They were not elected; they did not 
receive through some heredity line their position, but the Spirit of God came on them.  He 
anointed them for the task, and the people recognized this was God’s man, or in the case 
of Debra, God’s woman, for the task.  And that’s how they’ve been living for the last 250 
years. 
 
But the people got tired of that because that was one thing which set them apart from the 
other nations round about, and they were tired of being different.  They were tired of 
being unique.  They wanted to be the same as all the other nations round about, and so 
they demanded that they should become a monarchy, that is that they would have a king.  
They would have a royal line; they would have a dynasty that they could predict who the 
future kings were.  Probably the tabloid press wanted princes and princesses to write 
about.   
 
That was an act of rebellion; God said to Samuel, who was the last judge, “It’s not you 
they’ve rejected, it’s me they’ve rejected,” but He gave them a king.  And the first king 
He gave them was named Saul.  And I want to look at Saul a little bit with you today.  In 
1 Samuel chapter 9, verse 1, it says, 
 
 “There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, whose name was Kish … “ 
 
Verse 2: 
 

“He had a son named Saul …” 
 
Listen to this description. 
 
 “ … an impressive young man without equal amongst the Israelites – a head taller 
 than any of the others.” 
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So he’s impressively introduced.  He’s described as impressive.  He’s without equal.  
He’s head and shoulders above everybody else.  And then in the following verses, his 
father lost some donkeys, and Saul took a servant to go and find them.  They spent all day 
looking, found no trace of them and eventually Saul said, “We need to go home 
otherwise my father will become more concerned about us than he is about the donkeys.”  
But the servant said, “Before we go home,” in verse 6, he said, 
 
 “In this town there is a man of God …” 
 
That’s Samuel. 
 

“ … he is highly respected, [and] everything he says comes true.  Let’s go there  
now.  Perhaps he will tell us what way to take.” 

 
So verse 14 says, 
 
 “They went up to the town, and as they were entering it, there was Samuel,  

coming towards them on his way to the high place. 
 
“Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed this to Samuel:  ‘About  
this time tomorrow I’ll send you a man from the land of Benjamin.  Anoint him 
leader over my people Israel:  he will deliver my people from the hand of the  
Philistines.  I have looked upon my people, for their cry has reached me.’ 
 
“When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the Lord said to him, ‘This is the man I 
spoke to you about; he will govern my people … ’ ” 

 
And Samuel was used by God to identify Saul, set him apart.  We won’t read it, but in 
chapter 10, Saul is anointed with oil in a private ceremony.  Chapter 10, verse 9, it says 
that God changed Saul’s heart.  Verse 10 says the Spirit of the Lord came on him in 
power.  At the end of chapter 10, it says the people said there’s no one like him amongst 
all the people.  Long live the king.  And in chapter 11, he had his first assignment.  He 
went to fight an Ammonite called Nahash, who had captured the city of Jabesh Gilead in 
the Jordan Valley.  And it says in chapter 11, verse [6], that when Saul heard these words, 
this was a challenge Nahash has given,  
 

“ … the Spirit of God came on him in power, and he burned with anger.”  
 
Verse 7,  
 

“Then the fear of the Lord fell upon the people.” 
 
And in verse 15, the people went to Gilgal, and there they confirmed Saul as king.  Now 
that’s just a fast track through these early chapters about Saul.  And everything we read 
about Saul is good.  God has chosen him.  God has called him to the throne.  God 
changed his heart.  The Holy Spirit came on him in power.  And he proved himself 
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against the Ammonite who had attacked Jabesh Gilead in the power of God.  It’s a 
beautiful story so far, but only so far because the story of Saul is actually a tragic story.   
 
It’s not a story of success but a story of failure.  It’s not a story of victory but a story of 
defeat.  And I want to talk about this this morning because it’s possible for a man or a 
woman to be called by God, to know what it is for the Holy Spirit to empower them in 
their lives, to be recognized as a man or a woman in whom the Spirit of God is working, 
and yet, for the whole thing to come crashing down in failure and tragedy.  You see, your 
walk with God yesterday actually says little about your walk with God today.  Your 
experience of God today says very little about your walk with God tomorrow.  That’s 
why the Christian life is a day-by-day dependence on God, a day-by-day union with God, 
a day-by-day love for God and an experiencing of His grace and love because you can 
have a good history and a very poor future.  And that is what happened to Saul.  And I 
want to understand Saul’s failure against a background of the only promise God made 
about Saul’s reign.  And it’s in chapter 9 and verse 16.  This is when Samuel was told by 
God that he would meet the man who He’d anoint as king the next day.  Verse 16 … this 
is God speaking to Samuel: 
 
 “ ‘About this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin. 
 Anoint him leader over my people Israel …’ ” 
 
This is the bit I want you to get. 
 
 “ ‘ … he will deliver my people from the hand of the Philistines.  I have looked 
 upon my people, and their cry has reached me.’ ” 
 
Saul’s primary role will be as a military leader delivering Israel from the hand and the 
threat of the Philistines.  We met the Philistines in the last couple of weeks.  They were a 
neighbour intent on removing Israel from the inheritance God had given them when He 
gave them the land of Canaan.  And God says about Saul, “he will remove and deliver 
my people from the hand of the Philistines.”  That is an unambiguous statement that God 
made to Samuel.  You cannot make it mean something else, but the reality is it never 
happened. 
 
Now there was plenty of opportunity because chapter 14, and verse 52, says, 
 
 “All the days of Saul there was bitter war with the Philistines …” 
 
And Saul, we’re told in chapter 13, verse 1, was on the throne for forty years.  And 
during those forty years, there was constant war with the Philistines.  Yet Saul never 
experienced what God had promised about his role to deliver Israel from the Philistines.  
And in fact, if you read chapter 31, you’ll have the record of Saul’s death.  He died in 
battle with the Philistines on Mount Gilboa.  He was there with his three sons:  Jonathan, 
Malki-Shua and Abinadab.  And his three sons were killed in the battle.  Saul was 
critically wounded, and he turned to his armour-bearer and said, “Take your sword and 
run it through me to finish me off before the Philistines get here.”  And the armour-bearer 
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understandably refused to do that, so Saul took his own sword, put the handle in the 
ground and fell onto the blade, and to all intents and purposes committed suicide before 
the Philistines arrived, found his body, stripped it of its armour, hung the armour in the 
temple of their pagan god, and then hung his body on the wall at Beth Shan for every 
passing person to see.   
 
This is the man who was king of Israel for forty years.  They didn’t say this, but I’m 
saying this:  who God had promised he will deliver Israel from the hand of the 
Philistines.  And here is his body, dead, humiliated, hanging on the wall of a Philistine 
city.  It’s a tragic story!  It’s a story of a wasted life.   
 
Now why did it not happen?  Why, when God said, “He will deliver Israel from the hand 
of the Philistines,” why did it not happen?  Why is it that sometimes God can make 
promises to you either through His Word, or maybe by His Holy Spirit; you sense 
something that God says, but it just doesn’t happen.  Of course, we usually blame God 
eventually for not fulfilling what He promised.  As I’ve said several times in the last few 
weeks, because it comes up again and again in these stories, that what God does in our 
life is always conditional. 
 
Now what happened?  Let me look at it with you.  We have the record in these chapters 
of three battles in which Saul engaged the Philistines.  The first is in chapter 13 and 14 in 
a place called Gibeah.  Then in chapter 17, there’s a battle in the Valley of Elah, most 
famous for it being the occasion when Goliath, the Philistine giant, stepped out of the 
Philistine camp and offered to fight one person from the Israelite camp, and the winner 
would be the winner of the war.  That’s in chapter 17.  And then lastly, the battle on 
Mount Gilboa, in chapter 28 to 31.  But in each of those three battles, there is one 
constant characteristic in Saul.  It’s a word that reoccurs in every battle, and the word is 
fear.   
 
You look in chapter 13, verse 5 to 7.  I haven’t time to read those verses, but it says of 
Saul and his men they were quaking with fear when they faced the Philistine army.  In 
chapter 17 and verse 11, when Goliath put his challenge to the Israelite army, it says they 
were dismayed and terrified.  In verse 24, again when he reiterated that challenge every 
day for forty days, they ran away in great fear.  The word fear again.  And then in chapter 
28, in verse 5, on Mount Gilboa, it says when Saul saw the Philistine army he was afraid; 
terror filled his heart.  Fear.  Terror.  In every situation.   
 
Now, what is fear?  Let me try and define it.  Seems to me that fear is an emotion that we 
experience when we’re faced with something which threatens us, that is bigger and 
stronger than we are or our resources.  And so if you’re threatened by something that is 
bigger and stronger than you are or your resources, the inevitable response is fear.   
 
I think one of the occasions when I was most afraid in my life was some years ago, I was 
in the south of India, and I was speaking at a conference that was being held in a 
conference grounds which was located in the middle of what they described to me as 
being the largest game reserve in the world.  That didn’t mean it had a fence around it 



Learning the Language or Living the Life – Price, 2005 5 

and you had to pay to go in.  It just meant that there were hundreds of thousands of 
square miles that were designated as an area where the wildlife was protected and could 
roam free, but life went on as normal.  There were little villages and some towns, and 
there were farms, a lot of bush land as well.  The wildlife was allowed to roam free; you 
just had to watch yourself and avoid anything that might be unpleasant. 
 
And as I was being driven from the city of Bangalore, a three-hour journey down to this 
area in the Nilgiri Hills, I heard stories of people encountering some of these animals, 
especially elephant, of which they had a lot.  I heard stories of people having their bones 
broken, their backs broken, people being killed by elephants.   
 
The first night I was there, before the conference began, there were about six of us who 
were woken up and told there’s an elephant that’s come on to the property; we need to 
get out there and drive this thing away from this property because a couple of weeks 
before another elephant had come on to the same property, scratched itself on the side of 
the conference hall, and the conference hall had fallen down.  Shows you what kind of 
conference hall it was!   
 
Well, I’ve never chased elephants in the moonlight before so this seemed a great 
adventure so we got up, and my background’s farming, and I picked up a big stick, and I 
began to run in the direction of the elephant.  And somebody said, “Hey!  Stop!  Where 
are you going?”  And I said, “To drive this elephant off the property.”  They said, “Don’t 
you go anywhere near that elephant.  If you hit that elephant with that stick, he’ll turn 
around, pick you up in his trunk, throw you in the air, catch you on his tusk, pull you off, 
throw you up again, catch you on the other tusk, pull you off, throw you up again, put 
you on the ground, turn around and sit on you.  And you won’t be very comfortable after 
that.”  So we had to make noises and throw stones and sticks and eventually the elephant 
moved off in the right direction, went over the little bridge that he’d crossed over to get 
onto this piece of land anyway, which hadn’t been closed the previous night, and we went 
back to bed.  Well, that was fine. 
 
A few days later I was taking a walk up a little footpath along side a river on my left and 
the overgrown jungle area on my right.  And I was deep in concentration, preparing a 
message I was going to preach later that day, when I came round a corner on this path 
and came face to face with a huge female elephant.  And when I saw the elephant, my 
heart seemed to just stop, and I felt as though I froze to the spot.  And when the elephant 
saw me, it got a shock, up came its trunk, out came its ears – I was told that was a danger 
sign – and I don’t know how long we both stood there looking at each other, probably not 
long.  Without any meditation, I instinctively leapt from the path into the river and began 
to swim.  Then I remembered, there are crocodiles in this river!  I got out the other side, 
turned around to see if the elephant was following me, but my leaping into the river gave 
[her] such a shock that it had turned itself around, and I saw it disappearing down the 
path in the opposite direction, breaking off branches in its hurry to get away.  I breathed a 
sigh of relief, went back.  They told me to never walk alone.  They’d never told me that 
before, but they told be afterwards.  Never walk alone. 
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But the local people gave me an Indian nickname.  The name meant “the one of whom 
elephants are afraid.”  In fact, I was there two weeks.  The middle Sunday I went to 
preach in a church about 80 kilometers away, and when they introduced me, they 
introduced me as “the one of whom elephants are afraid.”  And there were little kids in 
the front row with their eyes the size of saucers.  I came onto the platform, you know, I’m 
the one of whom elephants are afraid.   
 
Well, I don’t know about the elephant, I tell you, I was petrified because I knew this:  if 
the elephant took me on, I couldn’t get hold of it by its trunk, throw it over my shoulder, 
get on its back, give it a karate chop, tie its trunk in a knot and kick it in the river.  I knew 
it would pick me up, throw me up a tree, pull the tree down, throw me up another tree, 
pull the tree down.  I knew it was bigger than me and so my instinctive response was fear.  
The elephant was bigger than I am, more threatening than I am.   
 
On the other hand, on another occasion, I met another wild animal.  This was actually in a 
home in New Zealand.  I was sitting there talking to a husband and wife in whose home I 
was staying one evening when suddenly the lady screamed.  She was sitting on the settee.  
She leapt and stood on it.  Her eyes were focused in one direction.  We looked in that 
direction, and there, peeping out from behind the piano, was a mouse.  The husband and I 
had so much fun the next, I don’t know, half an hour, however long it took to catch that 
mouse.  We moved every piece of furniture.  We eventually got it, picked it up, squeak, 
squeak, squeak, and put it outside.   
 
Why wasn’t I scared of the mouse?  The mouse was a wild animal.  I mean, that lady 
could have fallen off the chair and broken her neck.  A mouse can kill you!  I was scared 
of the elephant; I wasn’t scared of the mouse.  Why?  The elephant’s bigger than me.  If 
he takes me on, I am beaten so my instinctive response is fear.  Mouse, hey, come as far 
as you dare.  Come on.  (Stomping sound)  Got you!!   
 
Now listen.  Why was Saul afraid?  When Saul met the Philistines on those three 
occasions, why was he afraid?  Because in Saul’s reckoning, they are bigger than I am.  
They are more threatening than I am.  Let me just show you in chapter 13 and verse 2.  
This is in the battle in Gibeah.  It says in verse 2, Saul chose three thousand men from 
Israel.  Now keep that figure in mind.  Go down to verse 5.  The Philistines assembled to 
fight Israel with three thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers as 
numerous as sand on the seashore.   
 
Now, Saul did some quick arithmetic.  He counted his men.  They had three thousand.  
He counted theirs; they had three thousand chariots.  Now, the King James says thirty 
thousand chariots, but I think it becomes the amplified Bible at that point.  Three 
thousand is probably the figure.  There were two charioteers to every chariot.  That’s six 
thousand charioteers, plus soldiers he hadn’t time to count.  He says as numerous as the 
sand on the seashore.  And when he counted his men, he counted them and came to an 
obvious conclusion, “We are totally outnumbered.”  So what’s his response?  Fear.  
“Quaking with fear,” down in verse 7.   
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You see, he came to the conclusion, “We can’t do this.”  The fact that God had made a 
promise to Saul was totally irrelevant to his thinking.  The fact that God had said he will 
deliver my people from the hand of the Philistines was totally irrelevant to his thinking.  
The fact that God had said to him later in chapter 10, in his reign, do whatever your hand 
finds to do for God is with you.  Saul, you’re faced with the enemy, threatening the 
purposes of God, don’t panic.  God is with you.  That was totally meaningless to Saul in 
reality.   
 
Can I ask you … how about you?  What difference does it make in your life that God 
lives within you if you’re a Christian here this morning?  How are you different in the 
way you face crisis to the way folks who do not have Christ face crisis in their life?  
What resources do you have that they don’t have?  What resources do you draw on?  
Because, you see, you discover whether your Christianity is language or life when you’re 
in trouble.  If it’s life, God comes into play.  If it’s language, you’re left bankrupt.  
 
We’re going to see that with Saul in a moment because he knew language.  He knew the 
right language, but he did not know the life.  But if in chapter 13, it is the numerical 
strength that frightened Saul, in chapter 17, it was the bigness of one man, Goliath.  Just 
turn to chapter 17.  They are fighting on either side of the Valley of Elah, and it seems 
that they went into battle every day.  I don’t know, somebody blew a whistle, went down 
into the valley, fought all day, at the end of the day blow another whistle, stop fighting, 
go back home, have your supper, dig some holes, bury the dead, patch up the wounded, 
go to bed, get up the next morning, blow the whistle, go down and fight all day, at the 
end of the day, stop, blow the whistle, stop fighting, go home have your supper, bury the 
dead, patch up the wounded, and this was the kind of routine.   
 
Until one morning, a Philistine stepped out of the Philistine camp, shouted across the 
valley, “I want to make a suggestion.  Instead of all of you fighting all of us every day, 
and every night burying our dead and patching up our wounded, let’s have one person 
from your side fight one person from this side, and the winner of the fight is the winner 
of the war.”  A very novel way for armies to settle their differences.  I don’t know why, 
but Saul accepted the challenge.  And Goliath said, “I’m fighting for the Philistines; 
who’s fighting for you?”  And Goliath, it says, was a giant.  The NIV says he was nine 
feet tall.  The Septuagint, which is the Greek translation of the Old Testament – one of 
the first translations of the Hebrew Old Testament – says he was six foot five.  Either 
way, it doesn’t matter.  Even that would have been big, probably against everybody else.  
The point is he was a giant.  
 
“I’m fighting for the Philistines.  Who’s fighting for you?”  And there was one obvious 
person to fight for the Israelites.  His name was Saul.  Do you know why he was obvious?  
It says he was head and shoulders above everybody else.  He could at least look Goliath 
in the navel.  Not only that, but here is a man of whom God has said he will deliver Israel 
from the Philistines.  Saul, here’s the golden opportunity for you to prove that God is as 
good as his word.  Saul, you go and fight him.  But instead it says, he was dismayed and 
terrified.   
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And every morning for forty days it says that Goliath stood up in the Philistine camp and 
said, “Where’s your man?”  And every day for forty days came the same pathetic 
response:  “J-j-j-j-just h-h-h-h-ang on a minute, would you?  We’ll j-j-j-j-just try to s-s-s-
s-sort this out.”  Saul tried to bribe people to go in his place.  He said, “If anybody will go 
and fight Goliath, I’ll give him great wealth.”  Well, that sounded interesting until you 
realized what happens if I loose.  You can always have an expensive funeral, but that’s 
not most people’s idea of living!  And then he said, “Not only will you have great wealth, 
but you can have my daughter in marriage.”  Now we don’t know what kind of prospect 
that was, but nobody took it up!  Then he said, “Not only will you have great wealth and 
my daughter in marriage, but your whole family, your father’s family, your siblings, will 
be free of taxation for the rest of their days.”  And I’m sure all kinds of families picked 
up their ears at that, and probably said to the weed in the family, “Hey!  You go and fight 
him.  You might loose, but at least we’re going to be tax free.”  But nobody went. 
 
And every day for forty days – that’s nearly six weeks long – the Philistines mocked 
Israel:  “Come on!  Where’s your man?”  And after forty days, a teenage boy called 
David, too young to be a soldier was back home looking after his father’s sheep, brought 
some bread and some cheese and some barley to his brothers who were fighting in the 
army.  And when David came to them, he said, “Why aren’t you fighting?  Is it a national 
holiday or something?”  I’m paraphrasing this now!  They said, “No David.  We’ve got a 
problem.”  
 
“What’s the problem?”   
 
“Well, it’s a man called Goliath.” 
 
“Well, go on.” 
 
“Well, he’s offered to fight one person from this army, and the winner is the winner of 
the war.” 
 
“Alright.  Go on.” 
 
“Well, you see, David, he’s big.” 
 
“Well, go on.” 
 
“That’s him over there.  No, not that; that’s the oak tree.  Next to it.” 
 
“Well, go on.” 
 
“What do you mean, David, ‘Go on.’ ” 
 
“Isn’t God on your side?” 
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And it says his brother, Eliab, was angry with him.  He probably said, “David, don’t be so 
spiritual, man.  You’ve got to grow up.  You’ve got to be practical about these things.”  
That’s how people talk now, so you can be very sure they talked like that then.  And they 
kicked him out, sent him home.  He didn’t go home.  He went to Saul, knocked on his 
tent – if you knock on a tent.  David knew Saul.  He used to play the harp to sooth Saul.  
“Why aren’t you fighting, Saul?” 
 
“Well, we’ve got a problem.” 
 
“I heard about that.  You mean that man Goliath?” 
 
“Yes.” 
 
“Well, why aren’t you fighting him?” 
 
“Because he’s big, David.” 
 
“I know he’s big, but isn’t God on your side?” 
 
“Well, David, it’s lovely to see the enthusiasm of youth, but you’ll mature.  You’ll 
become a little wiser, a bit more realistic.”   
 
And David said if nobody else will go to fight him, I will go and fight him.  “But you’re 
only a boy!  You’re not even a soldier yet.”  And David said something absolutely 
crucial.  Let me read it to you.  It’s in chapter 17, in verse 34: 
 
 “But David said to Saul, ‘Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep.   

When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, I went after 
it; I struck it.  I rescued the sheep from its mouth.  When it turned on me, I  
seized it by its hair; I struck it, and I killed it.  Your servant has killed both the  
lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because  
he has defied the armies of the living God.  The Lord who delivered me from the 
paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this 
Philistine.’ ” 

 
Now what David is saying there is, “Saul, I want to tell you something.  I’ve been a 
shepherd looking after my father’s sheep.  And one day out on the hillside, a lion came 
and captured one of our sheep.  Now, Saul, I know this.  If I’m going to be a shepherd, I 
need to be a good shepherd, and God will enable me to be a good shepherd.  So I went 
after the lion, and I grabbed him by his hair, and he dropped the sheep.  Then he turned 
on me so I grabbed him by the beard, and I slew him.  And then a bear came.  And the 
bear took a sheep.  And I said, ‘If God wants me to be a shepherd and he wants me to be 
a good shepherd, he’ll enable me to be a good shepherd.’  I went after the bear, and I 
caught the bear and I killed the bear and I rescued the sheep.”   
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You see, I’m sure David’s father said to David when he was a shepherd, “David, if ever a 
lion comes, don’t you ever get involved with trying to follow him.  You just bring the rest 
of the sheep home.”  But David knew this:  if a lion gets a sheep today, he’d be back for 
another one tomorrow.  It’s like a fox who gets the chickens.  He’ll be back for another 
one.   
 
And what David is saying is this:  “Saul, I want you to know, out of the hill side, with no 
audience to impress, alone with just sheep and God, I proved God’s strength and power 
and sufficiency.  And because I proved God in the lesser situation in life …”  And by 
lesser I mean lesser significant.  I think I’d rather fight a giant than a lion, but never the 
less, it was lesser in its significance.  “ … because I’ve proved God in the lesser 
significance.  I’ve proved God in the smaller areas of life.  I’ve proved God alone with no 
audience to impress.  The God who delivered me there will deliver me now in the public 
domain against the soldier who is holding an army to ransom.”   
 
Let me tell you this:  you’ll never prove God in the big areas of life unless you’re living 
with God in the little areas of life.  You cannot leap frog into victory from nowhere.  You 
cannot simply say I’m going to act my own way in this smaller area of my life, in this 
secret area of my life, and then somehow switch God on when I face a bigger crisis.  
We’ll see next time, not now, that in Saul’s case, Saul took shortcuts and cheated in the 
small areas, which is why he was bankrupt in the big areas.  David trusted God in the 
small areas, which was why he was powerful in the big areas.  There’s no shortcut.  “And 
the God who delivered me from the bear and the lion will deliver me from this enemy, 
this Philistine,” he says.   
 
And Saul said, “Well, if you insist on going, take my armour.”  But it didn’t fit, and he 
said, “No.  I’ll just take five stones and my slingshot.”  And he went to meet Goliath.  Let 
me read you verse 41.  It says, 
 
 “Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming  
 closer to David.  He looked David over and saw he was only a boy, ruddy and  
 handsome, and he despised him.” 
 
You know, Goliath is expecting the fight of his life, and here’s this little kid with no 
armour.   
 
 “He said to David, ‘Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?’ ” 
 
People fight dogs with sticks and stones.  This is a real battle.   
 

“And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.  ‘Come here,’ he said, ‘and I’ll 
give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!’” 

 
Now listen to David, verse 45. 
 
 “David said to the Philistine, ‘You come against me with sword and spear and 
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 javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the 
 armies of Israel, whom you have defied.  This day the Lord will hand you over to 
 me, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head.  Today I will give the  

carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, 
and the whole world will know there is a ….” 

 
A good sling shooter in Israel?  No.   
 
 “ ‘ … the whole world will know there is a God in Israel.  All those gathered here 
 will know it’s not by sword or spear that the Lord saves:  for the battle is the  

Lord’s and He will give you into our hands.’ ” 
 
“You see, Goliath, you’re making a fundamental mistake.  This is not you and Israel.  
This is you and God.  I apologize.  For forty days there’s been nobody man enough to 
trust God in the Israelite camp, but I’m coming to you, not with armour, not with skill, 
not with experience, but I’m coming to you in the name of the Lord God of Israel, and He 
will give you into our hands.”  And he took his stones, slung his sling, and the first stone 
went straight to Goliath’s forehead.  He fell concussed to the ground, and David took the 
sword from Goliath’s scabbard, and he cut off his head.  And at last, Israel was 
victorious. 
 
But you see the reason why we look at this story is because you can live as a Saul or you 
can live as a David.  By living as a Saul I mean you’re called by God.  You have a history 
of experience of God.  You know the Spirit of God has been at work in your life in the 
past, as Saul did, but you’re living now by human resources.  You’re living purely by 
your own wits and your own ingenuity and your own resources. Yes, you may speak the 
language of godliness.  Saul did.  In verse 37, he said to David: 
 
 “Go and the Lord be with you.” 
 
But that was empty language.  If Saul believed that God would be with David, he would 
have believed that God would have been with him.  He would have gone himself.  But 
this is just jargon.  This is language.  You know, you can learn jargon in Sunday School 
but never know the life of the jargon you talk about, the language that we use.  “Go, the 
Lord be with you.”  He didn’t believe that for one moment when it came to that for real 
issues.  And like Saul, you can have a history of encountering God, experiencing God, 
and you’ve still got the language, but you know nothing of the reality anymore.   
 
Or you can be a David.  A David is one to take risks because he knows God is big enough 
to step out in obedience to God with the understanding this is not about me; this is not 
about them and me.  This is about God’s agenda for Israel.  And you trust God to bring 
the victory.  Now David had to take risks, of course.  It wouldn’t be enough to say, 
“Well, this is God’s battle so let’s have a prayer meeting, and let’s pray that God will 
strike Goliath dead.  Oh, God.  Send a thunderstorm, a lightening bolt and just hit him.  
Oh God, send a woodpecker to stand on his shoulder and peck.  Give the man cerebral 
malaria or something.  Lord, you do it,” while we all stand back. 
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You know, sometimes praying can be a cop-out for obedience.  Every Tom, Dick and 
Harry will say, “I’ll pray about it,” but we wouldn’t dare get involved.  That’s a cop-out 
for obedience.  David had to step out in obedience, knowing what God’s agenda is.  God 
has revealed His agenda, saying it’s in His strength and God worked.  You see, you either 
live on the basis of human effort, as Saul did, or you live on the basis of divine enabling, 
as David did.  The explanation for everything about Saul was Saul.  The explanation for 
everything about David was God.   
 
Let me finish by pointing out this.  Two things happened to David, just point these out 
very quickly.  First thing is that when he stepped out in obedience to God and God gave 
him victory, people joined him.  You find that in verse 51.  It says that,  
 

“David ran and stood over him.  He took hold of the Philistine’s sword and drew 
it from the scabbard.  After he killed him, he cut off his head with the sword.   
When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran.  Then the 
men of Israel and Judah surged forward with a shout and pursued the Philistines  
to the entrance of Gath and to the gates of Ekron.” 

 
You see, for forty days the Israelite army had been intimidated and threatened, and there 
were those lacking the courage, like Saul, but when somebody stepped out as David did, 
others immediately joined him.   
 
You know, sometimes we need that.  Sometimes you may have to be the catalyst.  Others 
are there; they long to experience God.  They just lack the courage, but when somebody 
does, they join him.  And when God begins to work with somebody, people begin to join 
them.  It’s been said before:  things are better caught than taught.  You can talk about 
them, but you catch them when you see it in action.  People joined David.  That was the 
first thing. 
 
But the second thing was that somebody hated him for it.  What happens do you think 
when a man who should trust God and doesn’t and another man, especially a younger 
man, comes along who does trust God?  Do you think the other man is delighted?  Do 
you think Saul said, “David, thank you so much!  That is fantastic!  I’m so glad you came 
to our rescue.  I really am grateful to you for this.”  Would you expect Saul to say that?  
If you expect Saul to say that, you don’t understand human nature.  Let me read you in 
chapter 18 and verse 8.  It says, chapter 18, verse 8, 
 
 “Saul was very angry.” 
 
Well, they were singing a song, “Saul has slain his thousands, and David has tens of 
thousands,” so he had lots of reason to be angry.  The song didn’t help him.  But down in 
verse 9, 
 
 “From that time on, Saul kept a jealous eye on David.” 
 
Verse 15 says that. 



Learning the Language or Living the Life – Price, 2005 13 

 “When Saul saw how successful he was, he was afraid of him.” 
 
In verse 29, it says, 
 
 “Saul became still more afraid of him and remained his enemy the rest of his  

days.” 
 
And chapter 19, verse 11, says, 
 
 “Saul sent men to David’s house to watch it and to kill him in the morning.” 
 
Because David was willing to step out in obedience and trust, Saul hated him for it.  You 
see, when somebody is living in the flesh, by human effort, who knows better, and 
somebody else comes along, living by the Spirit, you can be absolutely sure those living 
by the flesh will hate those living by the Spirit.  It happens again and again, and David 
will be in trouble for the rest of his days, at least the rest of Saul’s life which was a 
number of years.  He spent his life as a fugitive on the run because he let God be God and 
Saul wouldn’t, so Saul became his enemy.  And that’s why don’t be surprised when you 
begin to live in dependence and obedience to God not everybody will like it, not 
everybody will applaud it, not everybody will be grateful, not everybody will be on your 
side.  And especially those who should know better but they’ve stopped trusting God and 
are living by the flesh.  They’re the ones who will be your biggest enemy.  It happens 
right through Scripture, and it happens right through history. 
 
But I’ll finish by asking you this morning, which are you going to be?  A Saul or a 
David?  Living by your own wits or living in humble dependence on God?  You see, 
you’re going to experience this and prove this not by going out to face your giant, 
Goliath, you have to go back home to your sheep and begin to prove Him there, when the 
bear and the lion come and nobody’s there to watch, nobody’s there to applaud, nobody’s 
there to approve.  In the secret of your own life, the secret place of your own life, you’re 
saying, “God, in this situation I trust you,” because you’ll never experience Him facing 
the giant if you don’t experience Him looking after the sheep.   
 
And we’re going to pick up Saul again next week because Saul is a tragic story, as I’ve 
said.  And there came a day when God said to David, “Stop mourning for Saul.  Stop 
wasting your emotional energy on a man who should have known better, who could have 
experienced more, but he became self-sufficient.  Don’t waste your emotional energy on 
him.  Get on with the job.”  That was God’s word to Samuel about Saul later. 
 
I wonder this morning how God has spoken to you because again and again we look into 
the Scripture, we find ourselves looking into a mirror.  A mirror which shows us what we 
are but marvelously a wonderful mirror that shows us what we can be in Christ as we 
come humbly in repentance and trust Him and going out into this week if you face 
circumstances this week that are bigger than you.  You say, “Lord, your strength in place 
of my weakness.  Your grace in place of my own sufficiency.”  And we sang already 
about that.  
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We sang about let your grace fall on me; let your light shine on me.  Let your love cover 
me.  Let the only valid explanation of my life be that God is poring His goodness in and 
working His purpose.  It’s not about me.  It’s become about Him. 
 
You see, this is an Old Testament story, but this is the Christian life and the principles 
apply to you, to me, today.  Let’s pray together.  Father, we’re so grateful this morning 
that your Word doesn’t tease us, doesn’t dangle carrots on the end of sticks that we can 
never reach.  It is utterly realistic about the failure of human nature.  It’s utterly realistic 
about the weakness that every one of us lives with every day, but it’s realistic about the 
sufficiency of God.  And I pray, Lord Jesus, we’ll be men and women who don’t just 
know the language of that but will know the reality of life as we live in union with you, in 
obedience to you and dependence on you.  Write these truths into our lives, into our 
experience.  We pray it in Jesus’ name and for His glory. Amen. 
 


