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Living Your Inheritance 
Part 3 

Pastor Charles Price 
 
 
Let me read to you from Joshua Chapter 3.  We began to look into this important historical book 
in the Old Testament a few weeks ago and the dramatic story of God bringing the nation of Israel 
into Canaan, the land He had long promised to them, but from which they had been absent for 
nearly 500 years.  430 years in Egypt – much of that as slaves.  They had gone originally as 
honored guests, relatives of Joseph – you remember that story. 
 
After 430 years they were delivered and spent 40 years in the wilderness.  So if my math is 
correct, that is 470 years since they have lived in the land of Canaan. 
 
And now they are coming back, and I want to read the story of the entrance into the land from 
the eastern side, crossing over the Jordan River. 
 
In Joshua 3:1 it says, 
 

“Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the 
Jordan, where they camped before crossing over. 
 
“After three days the officers went throughout the camp, giving orders to the people:  
‘When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests, who are 
Levites, carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it. 
 
“‘Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before.  But 
keep a distance of about a thousand yards’ (a thousand metres) ‘between you and the ark; 
do not go near it.’ 
 
“Joshua told the people, ‘Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do 
amazing things among you.’ 
 
“Joshua said to the priests, ‘Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the 
people.’ So they took it up and went ahead of them. 
 
“And the LORD said to Joshua, ‘Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, 
so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. 
 
“‘Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant:  “When you reach the edge of the 
Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.”’ 
 
“Joshua said to the Israelites, ‘Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your 
God.’ 
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“ ‘This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly 
drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites 
and Jebusites. 
 
“‘See, the ark of the covenant of the LORD of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead 
of you. 
 
“‘Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 
 
“ ‘And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the LORD – the Lord of all the earth – 
set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a 
heap.’” 

 
And I won’t read the following details.  That’s exactly what happened; as the priests carrying the 
ark placed their feet in the water, it dried up and the whole nation went through on dry ground. 
 
And then the twelve men that had been selected, one representing each of the twelve tribes of 
Israel, were to take a rock from the bed of the Jordan River, normally covered by the water, but 
take a rock and bring it out to a place called Gilgal.   
 
And there they were to build a monument, and I want to read in Chapter 4:19 about that. 
 

“On the tenth day of the first month the people went up from the Jordan and camped at 
Gilgal on the eastern border of Jericho. 

  
 “And Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones they had taken out of the Jordan. 
 

“He said to the Israelites, ‘In the future when your descendants ask their fathers, “What 
do these stones mean?” tell them, “Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.”   
 
“‘For the LORD your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed over.  
The LORD your God did to the Jordan just what he had done to the Red Sea when he 
dried it up before us until we had crossed over. 
 
“‘He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the LORD is 
powerful and so that you might always fear the LORD your God.’” 

 
God has made many promises to His people. You find them right through the Scriptures of 
course.  And yet many of the people of God live in spiritual poverty.  We don’t enjoy the 
provision of His promises.  We don’t live in the richness of what is promised to us and described 
for us in the Word of God. 
 
And this had been true for the nation of Israel up until now.  As I mentioned, they had left Egypt 
40 years previously and they had left on a journey that was intended only to take a matter of 
weeks.  
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We know from Deuteronomy Chapter 1 it is an eleven-day journey from Horeb (where God met 
Moses at the burning bush) to Kadesh-Barnea, which is the southern city of Canaan.  Eleven 
days. 
 
But you know, with all the kids and the animals and the livestock and packing up all their stuff 
and moving on, a few weeks should have been sufficient to get into Canaan. 
 
But instead they went around for 40 years and for most of those 40 years – for 38 of those 40 
years – living in fear of the people who inhabited Canaan currently.   
 
38 years before they had sent spies for 40 days to do a reconnaissance and they had come back 
and they had said, “Everything about the land is good except the people are too powerful and we 
could never occupy it.” 
 
And ten of the twelve spies overrided the other two – Joshua and Caleb - who said, “Yes the 
people are strong but God will bring us in.  And they turned back and spent 38 years during 
which time every one of the men over 20 who left Egypt, died and was buried in the wilderness 
with the sole exception of those two men, Caleb and Joshua. 
 
Now Moses himself has died and Joshua has been commissioned to replace him.  And you 
remember from last time, the first thing he did was send two spies into the city of Jericho and 
they found lodging with a lady called Rahab on the city wall, where her home was. 
 
And you remember that before they went to bed that night she came to visit them, and I want to 
read to you what she said because it sets us up for what I want to talk about this morning. 
 
In Joshua 2:9 (this is Rahab, one of the Canaanites speaking) she said, 
 
 “‘I know that the LORD has given this land to you.” 
 
Notice that?  Past tense.  “We know this land is already yours.” 
 

“‘…and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are 
melting in fear because of you. 
 
“‘We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you 
came out of Egypt…’” 

 
(That was 40 years ago.) 

 
“‘…and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, 
whom you completely destroyed.’” 

 
(That was in the last two or three weeks.) 
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“‘When we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone’s courage failed because of you, 
for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.’” 

 
Do you know why the Israelites didn’t enter Canaan earlier?  It tells us in Hebrews 3:19 they 
were not able to enter because of their unbelief. 
 
Here is the enemy now, a representative of the Canaanites, full of belief, with evidence dating 
back 40 years, when “we have waited for the day somebody would come and say, ‘There is a 
nomadic tribe coming across the desert and they are heading this way.’” 
 
“And that day,” said Rahab, “we know that our days are numbered, because we know this:  your 
God is God in heaven above and He is God on the earth below.” 
 
Do you know the Israelites’ problem? Why were they characterized by unbelief?   
 
They knew God was God in heaven above but they did not equally know that He was God on the 
earth below. 
 
So they could talk about God up there, the bigness of God up there, the omniscience, the 
omnipotence, the omnipresence, the eternal nature.   
 
They had lots of revelation in the wilderness, which are in our books of Exodus, Leviticus, 
Deuteronomy, Numbers.  But they never took the God they heard about and knew was the God 
of heaven above, and appropriated His strength, His power, His wisdom as equally God on the 
earth below.   
 
And do know this can be true for many Christian believers too.  We can dot our doctrinal “i’s” 
and cross our doctrinal “t’s” and yet live in spiritual poverty and barrenness with great heavenly 
anticipation but very little earthly experience. 
 
Well now God is going to show Himself to be God on the earth below because it is interesting – 
and you can follow this up yourself when you read through how God speaks particularly about 
the Ark of the Covenant.  He speaks of it as representing the God of the earth because, though 
He is God of the heavens, He is of course God of the earth.  And that is where we experientially 
know Him and experience Him and see Him as He operates within our own lives and experience. 
 
And of course they had had regular evidence of God’s activity – He had fed them every day with 
manna – that was miraculous provision.  There were other things in the wilderness years where 
God had intervened and they had seen things happen, but they had never taken what they had 
seen of God and applied it to the everyday nitty gritty of life. 
 
You see if your Sunday theology does not make a difference to your Monday workplace or to the 
quality of your marriage and family life, it’s not a theology that is worth very much.   
 
It may be good for the textbooks and might be good to recite and it may be good to believe in as 
a creed, but God’s intent is always that we know Him experientially in our day to day lives. 
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And so now they are going to cross the Jordan River, which will bring them for the first time into 
this promised land, a land He had described to them 40 years before as a land flowing with milk 
and honey. 
 
And of course the purpose that God had all along was not just to bring them out of their old life 
of slavery and bondage, wonderful as that was for the Israelites, to get the slave drivers off their 
backs, to no longer hear the crack of the whip every morning, but to bring them in to a land of 
provision, a land where everything they need will be available to them. 
 
And the way the New Testament retells this story (and it is the most repeated story in the whole 
of the Bible) is that this is a picture of Christian experience. 
 
The best commentary on the Bible is the Bible.  And it’s the most accurate, and it’s the cheapest 
because you have already got it.  And we have to do the hard work of reading it, of course, to see 
what it says about itself. 
 
But you will know that coming out of Egypt, which came about finally through the blood of the 
Passover lamb on the doorpost of every Israelite, which freed them from the judgement of God 
on Egypt; you will know that is a beautiful picture of Christ, because John the Baptist introduced 
Jesus with that very picture.   
 

“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”   
 
And every Jew knew what he was talking about because they celebrated the Passover every year. 
 
Paul says, “Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.” 
 
Coming out of Egypt is a coming out of the old life, but Canaan is not a picture of heaven, as 
sometimes our hymn writers have suggested and some of the old spirituals suggest, because 
Canaan is a land of battle and conflict; that is not a picture of heaven. 
 
But this picture is, according to the book of Hebrews (which is the best commentary on this), a 
land of rest in the provision and sufficiency of God. 
 
And if you read Hebrews 3 and 4 in particular on some occasion, you will see that, that it 
describes it as a land of rest that remains – that,  [Chapter 4:9-11] 
 

“…a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from 
his own work, just as God did from his. 
 
“Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest.” 

 
That rest is not sitting in a deck chair doing nothing; that rest is like sitting behind the wheel of 
your car where the engine has everything you need to get down the road.  You have got to be 
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alert, you have got to be disciplined, you have got to steer the thing.  But you have got the 
resources for it. 
 
And Canaan is a picture of entering into that life of dependence on God where we are 
characterized by His presence, by His provision, by His working, and we are living according to 
His agenda. 
 
Now to get into Canaan, or to cross the Jordan River, they needed preparation.  They took three 
days to prepare.  And of course the work of God is never casual, it is never accidental, it is not 
just instantaneous.  We don’t just wake up one morning and realize God has done something in 
my life – I knew nothing about it. 
 
We have got to be engaged and disciplined if we are going to see God at work within our lives 
and within our experience. 
 
And I suggest over this three-day period there were three kinds of preparation.   
 
First of all there was physical preparation in the first few verses.  They were told to move their 
camp to the bank of the River Jordan. 
 
And then in Verse 2 it says, 
 

“After three days the officers went throughout the camp, giving orders to the people:  
‘When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests, who are 
Levites, carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it.’” 

 
“Now I am not going to issue you,” says Joshua, with maps or GPS.  You are going to follow the 
priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant.” 
 
What was so significant about that?  Well, the Ark of the Covenant, which was simply a 
rectangular box about 4 feet long, approximately 2 feet wide, 2 feet deep, made of a certain kind 
of wood, covered with gold.  On top were two cherubim.  There are several species of angels in 
the Bible.  The only species that have wings are cherubim.  And there are two cherubim with 
wings that touch each other covering the top of the Ark of the Covenant. 
 
And when God told Moses to make this piece of furniture for the tabernacle back in the 
wilderness, the reason why it was so significant was because it represented the presence of God 
amongst the people. 
 
God said to Moses, “There I will meet with you and there I will speak with you.” 
 
And it was kept in the Holy of Holies, which was the inner court of the tabernacle, if you 
remember.  And it was behind a closed curtain that was approached and opened and the ark 
approached only once a year on a day of atonement by the high priest.  And he sprinkled it with 
blood. 
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Now God said, as a symbol of His presence, “Follow the Ark of the Covenant, but don’t get 
closer than 100 yards” (my version says – it must have been printed in America – they are the 
only ones who have yards left), so 1000 metres. 
 
“Don’t come closer than 1000 metres to the ark.” 
 
Now there’s a reason for that.  There were other occasions in Scripture in the Old Testament 
when people did approach the ark when they were unauthorized to do so, or casually, and they 
were immediately struck dead.   
 
Seventy people died in one go on one occasion.  Why?  Because the only way the ark was to be 
approached was with blood on the Day of Atonement. 
 
And you see if we do not approach God on the basis of shed blood, we do not meet Him as a 
friend; we meet Him as a judge.  
 
Hence in our communion time earlier this morning, Dave made clear that what the blood of the 
Lord Jesus does was address the wrath of God, and satisfied the wrath of God. 
 
And on that basis alone do we know God as a friend.  So don’t come close to the ark because it 
will be dangerous for you to be presumptuous about Him or to treat Him flippantly in any way at 
all. 
 
There were means by which we can approach God and know Him as our friend. 
 
And so the point, the purpose, says Joshua to the people, is that “it is God Himself who is going 
to lead us and His presence will be symbolized by that ark. But keep your distance.” 
 
That was the physical preparation.  Then there was secondly psychological preparation because 
to follow the ark at a distance, as they were, was one thing.  And then he said in Verse 4, 
 
 “Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before.” 
 
This journey we’re going to take has no precedent.  It is unknown, it is untried, and it is 
dangerous.  There are going to be great conflicts that lie ahead,” as there were. 
 
“There are going to be great trials of your faith.  There are going to be great trials of your 
courage, trials of your patience, trials of your strengths, but keep your eye on the ark and follow 
it no matter what.” 
 
And this truth, or this principle, reappears in Scripture all the time, that the issue with us is never 
where we are going; it is always who we are going there with. 
 
Remember when Jesus called His disciples – we have the record of Him calling six of the twelve 
disciples.  We have some detail calling James and John, Peter, Andrew, Matthew and Philip. We 
don’t have any detail about calling the other six. 
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But when He called the six we do know about, He used the same two words every time.  He said 
to them, “Follow Me.” 
 
Now when you think about it, there is something inadequate about that isn’t there?  What is 
missing in that invitation?  If I came to you at the end of this service and said, “Follow me”, what 
would you say? 
 
“Where are you going?”   
 
Isn’t that what you would say? 
 
Isn’t it intriguing nobody ever said to Jesus, “Where are You going?” 
 
Why not? 
 
Because that is irrelevant.  The issue is not where you are going; the issue is who you are going 
with.  And the invitation to be a disciple is to mind your own business about where you are 
going.  “Just trust Me, follow Me, stick with Me.” 
 
I mean had Jesus told them, “James, you want to know where you are going?  Well, in Acts 
Chapter 12, which isn’t going to be long after the end of the gospels, which isn’t going to be long 
– only three years away – you are going to get your head chopped off by Herod.  Do you still 
want to come?” 
 
(The first disciple to be martyred – the first of the twelve.) 
 
“John, you are going to live a long time but you are going to be an old man.  You are going to 
have a dream on the Isle of Patmos that will make you feel you have been taking LSD.  There are 
so many weird strange things in that dream.  It is going to be the book of Revelation.” 
 
“Peter (according to tradition) you will be crucified upside down.  You still want to come?” 
 
Well, He didn’t say that to them, because that is beside the point.  The point is “Who am I with?” 
 
When Abraham first left Ur of the Chaldeans and went up to Canaan it tells us in Hebrews 11 
that he “obeyed and went even though he did not know where he was going,” because where he 
was going was not the issue; it was who he was going there with. 
 
And you know this is part of that childlike trust that we are called to put in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I remember – I was trying to think of a way to illustrate this – when our kids were young (at least 
before our son Matthew was born, when our daughters Hannah and Laura were little) we got into 
the car one day.  And Laura was about a year old or so – Hannah was older so she knew what 
was going on; Laura didn’t.  We put her in the car and we drove down the road.  That wasn’t 
unusual – we often put her in the car, often drove down the road. 
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We drove past the local town, which we sometimes might have gone to do some shopping in, 
and then we drove past the bigger town a little further on.  And we drove about an hour and a 
half, got out of the car, walked down some corridors, ended up sitting in what looked like a large 
room in rows of seats with lots of other people. 
 
Suddenly the room began to move and it was a Boeing 747.  And we were on an aircraft. And we 
stayed on that aircraft for about 24 hours.  We flew to Australia and we came down and stopped 
at, I don’t know, was it Singapore or somewhere on the way. 
 
But whatI found intriguing was that we normally don’t sit in seats for 24 hours.  We normally 
sleep in bed.  But we ate in those seats, we slept in those seats.  We did everything in those seats. 
 
And Laura, a year old, was completely unperturbed by this.  She wasn’t saying, “This is strange 
behavior.  Why aren’t we going to bed?  What are we doing?  Why is this room wobbling?” 
 
She was completely unperturbed for this reason:  Mommy was sitting here and Daddy was sitting 
there.  And as long as Mommy is sitting there and Daddy is sitting there, I couldn’t care where 
we are going.  We could go to the moon for all I care, especially if Daddy is sitting there (no, that 
isn’t true!).   
 
Because, in her childlike trust she couldn’t care less where she was, she couldn’t care less where 
she was going; she only cared who she was with. 
 
That’s the invitation of the Christian life.  “Come to Me.”  Don’t ask questions beyond that, 
because we don’t know how He is going to guide and lead us.  Of course we are involved in His 
guidance.  We have to think things through.  We have to discern what is the way that He wants 
us to go.  But we set the compass bearing but don’t get caught up in the details because that is 
His business. 
 
And so the instruction was simply “follow the ark.”   
 
And when we surrender our lives to the Lord Jesus Christ, one of the things we surrender to Him 
is we surrender our plans, we surrender the right to predict, the right to project where we are 
going to be in 10 years’ time.  We let it all go. 
 
A man came to Jesus one day and you find this in Matthew and Luke’s gospel.  He was a teacher 
of the law and he came and said, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever you go.”  Now that 
sounds very good, doesn’t it? 
 
And Jesus said,  
 

“Foxes have holes, birds of the air have nests, the Son of Man has no place to lay His 
head.” 

 
And we hear nothing more of the man.   
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“Oh really?  You mean, oh, I have to sleep on the street?” 
 
“Maybe.” 
 
“Ok, I need a bit more security than that.” 
 
So the psychological preparation was just let go of the detail and trust Him and follow where He 
will lead. 
 
Then there was spiritual preparation, thirdly.  Because in Verse 5 he said,  
 

“Consecrate yourselves.”   
 
And here’s the reason: 
 
 “…For tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among you.” 
 
Now we might have thought there would come a time now when he would say things like, 
“Sharpen your swords, check your shields are working, for tomorrow you are going to enter 
Canaan.” 
 
But no, the preparation was spiritual before military. 
 
 “Consecrate yourselves.” 
 
Why?   
 

“Because God is going to do amazing things among you.” 
 
This word “consecrate” simply means set yourselves aside. 
 
Now we know that at Mt. Sinai they had been told to consecrate themselves, and what that 
involved was going through a time of cleansing themselves.  They had to wash their clothes, they 
had to deal with anything in their lives that was out of place; they were to take three days in 
order to do it. 
 
And so we can assume that though that isn’t spelled out here, it is similar to what was instructed 
of the people then at Mt. Sinai. 
 
“If God is going to do a work among you, it will be God.  The only explanation for entering 
Canaan will be that God will do amazing things among you.  But you have got to be rightly 
aligned with Him.  You have got to be in step.  You have got to be in touch.  I am going to give 
you three days to do it,” is what happened.  Get yourself sorted out with God. 
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And do you know one of the important things that we can neglect, to our peril, is we don’t keep 
short accounts with God, we don’t come in humility and acknowledge our utter dependence upon 
God.  Sometimes God blesses us and we start to take a little bit of credit for that and feel, you 
know, I did pretty well here, I am good at this. 
 
You know, consecrating yourselves means that you realize the nature of your relationship with 
God and you get into the position that you are to be in, which is one of utter dependence upon 
Him. 
 
As Jesus said to His disciples,  
 

“If you abide in Me and I in you, you will bear fruit, but apart from Me you can do 
nothing.” 

 
So fruit isn’t automatic; it’s abiding in Me and all that that means to live with our dependence on 
Him, our roots in Him, our drawing of His life, on His strength, on His wisdom.  And then God 
will do amazing things. 
 
You know, we really know as much of God as our experience of God – that’s as much of God as 
we really know. 
 
Our theology may be bigger than our experience and of course it will be.  But our experience of 
God is what will give us conviction and zeal and passion and trust and enthusiasm. 
 
A couple of years ago now, you may remember, we looked at the names of God in the Bible, or 
some of them, particularly the compound Jehovah names.  You know, Jehovah-jireh which 
means the Lord is our provider, Jehovah-rapha, the Lord our healer, Jehovah-nissi, the Lord our 
Banner, Jehovah-tsidkena, The Lord our Righteousness – there are a whole string of them. 
 
The modern translations tend to put those words into English.  There is great value in the King 
James where it kept them in the Hebrew – Jehovah-jireh, which means the Lord is our Provider – 
but all those names were learned not by people in a classroom or by some revelation, you know, 
and God said, “My name is Jehovah-jireh.”   
 
“Oh really?  Let me write that down before I forget how to spell it” you know, and you write 
down that’s His name. 
 
All this knowledge of God’s name and therefore who He is – His person, His identity, His being 
– was all learned in experience. 
 
Jehovah-jireh was the name Abraham gave to God when God told him to offer his son as a 
sacrifice.  And you know the story, so we won’t repeat it.  If you don’t know it, read it in Genesis 
22. 
 
He went up the hillside – there was a reason:  to offer his son in sacrifice.  God was testing him.  
And he took his son and bound him and laid him on an altar that he had built.  And he took the 
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knife in his hand and was ready to plunge the knife into the heart of his son.  But God said, 
“Abraham, don’t touch the boy.  Now I know you fear God.”  And he looked around and there 
was a ram caught in a thicket nearby. 
 
And Abraham took the ram and offered the ram on the altar he had built for his son.  And he 
called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh, the Lord will Provide. 
 
And actually going up the hillside, his son said, “We have got the fire, we have got the wood; 
where is the lamb?” 
 
And Abraham had said, “The Lord will provide a lamb,” probably with tears in his eyes knowing 
his son was to be the lamb, believing as Hebrews tells us, “if necessary God will raise him from 
the dead.” 
 
But that wasn’t necessary because God provided at the last moment when the knife was in the 
air, ready to fall, the Lord is my Provider, Jehovah-jireh. 
 
You know you don’t learn that in a classroom, you don’t learn that from a sermon; you learn that 
in experience.   
 
And you consecrate yourselves – why?  Because you are going to learn things about God that 
you cannot learn by hearing a talk about it; you only learn in your experience. 
 
You are going to see God do something and you are going to have a conviction about God that 
you have not had about God before.  You are going to discover He is not just the God of heaven, 
but He is actually the God of earth and He operates and works on earth. 
 
And so then they came and they crossed the river, you remember, and God intervened in the 
same way, or in a similar way to when He had opened the Red Sea on their way out of Egypt. 
 
And there is a fourth thing.  I said there were three important areas of preparation and there were, 
but there is a fourth thing, very quickly and very briefly. 
 
In addition to the physical preparation and the psychological preparation and the spiritual 
preparation, they had to prepare to look back, to see what God had done.   
 
And that’s why God said to them, “One person from each tribe should pick up a boulder, a rock, 
something obviously of some significant size, though something they were able to carry from the 
bed of the Jordan River that would normally be concealed – you would never see it because of 
the flowing river. But now the river is dried up.  Take that rock and when you get into Gilgal, 
build a monument that became known as the stones of Gilgal.” 
 
And here is the reason why they were to do that.  He says in Chapter 4:6, 
 

“In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell them that 
the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD.” 
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And then in Verse 21 of Chapter 4: 
 
 “In the future when your descendants ask their fathers,” 
 
(Not just your children, this generation, but way down) 
 

“‘When your descendants ask their fathers,’ “What do these stones mean?” tell them, 
“Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.”” 

 
Now you build this monument to provoke questioning, to cause your children and your great 
great great great grandchildren to ask the question, “What do these stones mean?”  And when 
they ask you, you tell them, “God did something, God brought us in, God opened the Jordan 
River.” 
 
Now does that ring a bell with anybody when he says, “When your children ask you, what does 
this mean?”  Does that ring a bell with anybody?   
 
Well in Exodus Chapter 12 when they came out of Egypt and they had experienced the Passover, 
Moses said to them in Exodus 12:17, they were to celebrate the Passover on a certain day every 
year and then in Verse 26 he says, 
 

“ ‘And when your children ask you,’ “What does this ceremony mean to you” then tell 
them, “It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the 
Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.”” 

 
I wonder what it is in your life and mine that causes the next generation to ask questions “why?”  
and the only plausible answer is “God did something.” 
 
You see there is a two-fold testimony that they have to their deliverance: the Passover (“It was 
God who brought us out of Egypt”) and these stones of Gilgal (“It was God who brought us in to 
live in this land and to enjoy its provision”). 
 
But there is a major difference between their two testimonies.  The Passover event was an event 
in history and they celebrated it only once a year on the fourteenth day of the first month of the 
Jewish calendar, and they still celebrate it once a year now, because it was a once-for-all event, 
whereas the stones of Gilgal were a permanent reminder that sat there 365 days of the year.   
 
And as you went to work, if you passed the stones of Gilgal, you would be reminded “God 
brought us in.” 
 
When you take your kids to school and they ask the question, “What are the stones over there?”  
then you tell them that the God who brought us out in a single act of bringing us out, celebrated 
once a year, is the God now who we permanently, in the land He has brought us into, for the life 
He has called us to live, that we permanently now trust Him to be our strength, our wisdom, our 
enabling. 
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If you follow through with the story of Israel in Canaan, especially when you get to the book of 
Judges, the moment they forgot about those stones of Gilgal (it doesn’t mention them, but when 
they forgot the principle – this land is the land God has given us – when they forgot that and they 
tried to defend it themselves or take ownership of it upon themselves and begin to do their own 
thing and forget about the God of Israel and build their own gods of Baal and Asherah poles and 
that kind of thing, that moment the whole thing began to crumble from inside and eventually 
being taken off into exile as chastisement. 
 
And you see, God has brought us out of the old life by an event, one-for-all, that we remembered 
in the communion this morning, the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, never to be 
repeated.   Nor is your conversion ever to be repeated, for having been born again of the Holy 
Spirit, we are sealed by the Holy Spirit for the day of redemption – it is once-for-all, it is done, it 
is over.   
 
But we live every day in a new, fresh sense of dependence, a new fresh sense of obedience, a 
new fresh daily sense of fellowship with God, being loved by Him, loving Him back, 
communion with Him, talking with Him, hearing His voice. 
 
And the result of this is two-fold:  one was it sent a message to the Israelites and it says in Verse 
7, 
 

“The LORD said to Joshua, ‘Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so 
they may know I am with you as I was with Moses.’” 

 
So for the Israelites it will show them that the God of Moses didn’t die with Moses when he died 
on Mt. Horeb.  The God of Moses is the same God of Joshua – a different man, different 
personality, different instrument, different ways, using different methods, different style of 
leadership.   
 
All of that changes with every generation, but “I will exalt you so that they know that the God of 
Joshua is the God of Moses.” 
 
That was the message to the Israelites and on through successive generations. 
 
But the message to the Canaanites was in Chapter 4:23, it says, 
 

“For the LORD your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed over.  The 
LORD your God did to the Jordan just what he had done to the Red Sea when he dried it 
up before us until we had crossed over. 
 
“He did this so that all the people of the earth might know that the hand of the LORD is 
powerful and so that you might always fear the LORD your God.” 

 
So there is a message to the world at large, that the world at large knows that it is God who has 
transformed the situation. 
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You know these wonderful people I met with this last week, who live in such a restricted 
environment, and yet where there are evidently so many people coming to know Christ; they 
can’t publicly preach the gospel, they can’t invite people to come to their fellowship.  All they 
can do is live in such a way they whet the appetite of people around them and say, “What is it 
that makes you different?” 
 
And when they have the opportunity, when it is safe to do so, they can give them the answer:  
“it’s Jesus Christ living in my life.” 
 
I had the opportunity of meeting the Prime Minister of this country not long ago, along with 
about six other people.  And he said, “You preachers give too much weight to theology when 
you are preaching to the unconverted.”  (This is the Prime Minister speaking.)   
 
He said, “What brought me to Christ was a man whose life I could not explain until I asked him, 
he and his wife, ‘What makes you different?’  That’s why I came to know Christ.” 
 
He said, “What people are looking for is a God who actually changes lives.”   
 
This is our Prime Minister speaking – pretty good eh? 
 
That’s exactly what Joshua says to the people.  These stones at Gilgal will raise questions and the 
world will know it’s not because Israel is a smart people, but they have a God in heaven above 
and a God on the earth below. 
 
You know we can live superficially with a creed that is out there.  Or we can live significantly 
with a living Christ who is in here and who we are trusting and who is bringing about the 
unfolding of His purposes in ways that cannot be explained outside of Himself. 
 
And if you don’t know Christ this morning for yourself, if you don’t have any living relationship 
with Him, as Dave said at the end of introducing communion, there will be folks at the front 
here, as there are every week.  And we would love to speak with you, we would love to talk with 
you, not to push or twist your arm, but as God by His Holy Spirit is drawing you to Himself, 
come to Him and put your trust in Him and experience His presence and His working and He 
will transform your life. 
 
And if you are a Christian with a God in heaven above but not really as active on the earth below 
as far as your life goes, get right with Him, consecrate yourselves, go through the process of 
cleaning up any dirt and giving Him free reign. 
 

“Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among you.” 
 
Let God do it. 
 
Let’s pray together.  Father, we are grateful this morning that we are not engaged in some pie in 
the sky but with a living God who is present and active.  We pray that we will know that in our 
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experience, in our day to day walk with You, that You are not just the object of our belief but 
You are the subject of our day to day living as You reign within us, as we live in fellowship with 
You, as You mold us into the likeness of Your Son, which is Your goal for all of us, and You 
make our lives fruitful to the benefit of other people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


