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From Tragedy to Triumph 
Making Sense of Nonsense 

Part 6 
Pastor Charles Price 

 
Now I am going to read this morning from the Book of Job and Chapter 42, which is the last 
chapter of the book. 
 
We have spent six Sundays looking into the Book of Job.  That is an inadequate amount of time 
for a book that is 42 chapters long, but I am sure you are very glad that we have not done what 
Joseph Caryl, who was a 17th Century minister did.  He decided that he would teach from the 
Book of Job and found it so intriguing and fascinating that his series lasted for 24 years.   
 
He would take a detour at Christmas and Easter and things like that, but the regular Sunday by 
Sunday he took 24 years to go through the Book of Job. 
 
And be grateful that that’s not me. 
 
But I do want to read this last chapter to you this morning, Chapter 42, which brings many of the 
loose ends that have been there in the Book of Job, brings them to as near to tying them together 
as we possibly can do.  And we can’t do that as tidily as we would like to probably. 
 
But Job 42; it says, 
 
 “Then Job replied to the LORD:” 
 
(The Lord had been speaking now for the last four chapters.) 
 
 “Then Job replied to the LORD: 
 
 “‘I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted. 
 

“‘You asked, “Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?”  Surely I spoke 
of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. 
 
“‘You said, “Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.” 
 
“‘My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.  Therefore I despise myself 
and repent in dust and ashes.’ 

 
“After the LORD had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, ‘I am 
angry with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken of me what is right, as 
my servant Job has. 
 
“‘So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and sacrifice a burnt 
offering for yourselves.  My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer 
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and not deal with you according to your folly.  You have not spoken of me what is right, 
as my servant Job has.’ 
 
“So Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite did what the 
LORD told them; and the LORD accepted Job’s prayer. 
 
“After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD made him prosperous again and gave 
him twice as much as he had before. 
 
“All his brothers and sisters and everyone who had known him before came and ate with 
him in his house.  They comforted and consoled him over all the trouble the LORD had 
brought upon him, and each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring. 
 
“The LORD blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first.  He had fourteen 
thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand donkeys. 
 
“And he also had seven sons and three daughters. 
 
“The first daughter he named Jemimah, the second Keziah and the third Keren-Happuch. 
 
“Nowhere in all the land were there found women as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and 
their father granted them an inheritance along with their brothers. 
 
“After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw his children and their children to 
the fourth generation.  And so he died, old and full of years.” 

 
If you have been here you will know that the Book of Job was built around a challenge that Satan 
gave to God.  And the challenge was:  does Job fear God for nothing? 
 
The reason for the challenge was that God had set Job up to Satan as an example of the best of 
men.  He said back in Chapter 1:8, 
 

“The LORD said to Satan, ‘Have you considered my servant Job?  There is no one on 
earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.’” 

 
They don’t come better than Job.  And Job was successful from every angle at which you would 
look at him.  Spiritually he is described as a blameless and upright, he fears God, he shuns evil.   
 
Materially he owns 7000 sheep, 3000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, 500 donkeys, had a large 
number of servants.  Emotionally he had a secure family with a wife and his seven sons and three 
daughters.  Physically he was healthy and strong. 
 
And Job was doing so well that God said, “There is no one on earth like him.  He is exhibit #1.  
How are you getting on with him, Satan?  You are going through the earth, doing as much 
trouble as you can.  How are you getting on with Job?” 
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Satan’s answer was, “Does Job fear God for nothing?  Have You not built a hedge around him 
and his household and everything he has?  You have blessed the work of his hands so his flocks 
and herds are spread through the land.  But if You stretch out Your hand and You take away the 
hedge and everything he has comes under attack, that man will curse You to Your face.” 
 
Job only fears God because life is good for him, says Satan.  That’s why You use him as the 
example.   
 
God said, “Alright.” 
 

“Very well then,” said the LORD to Satan, “everything he has is in your hands, but on the 
man himself do not lay a finger.” 

 
“Okay, we’ll take the hedge down and we’ll see what Job is really made of.” 
 
Job knew nothing of this.  Job was happily getting on with his life, oblivious to all this behind 
the scenes conversation that we are told took place between God and Satan. 
 
And suddenly he woke up one morning and wham, bam and things began to fall apart in his life. 
 
His oxen were all stolen and his servants were killed.  Bam! 
 
And then his donkeys were taken off.  Bam! 
 
And then his camels were taken off.  Bam! 
 
And then his sheep were all destroyed and his servants – most of them – died. 
 
And worst of all, the biggest catastrophe was his sons and daughters, having a party in the eldest 
son’s house, were all killed when a hurricane flattened the house. 
 
But Job stayed true through it all.  His response was, “The LORD gave; the LORD takes away; 
may the name of the LORD be praised.” 
 
So then the challenge is put again to God by Satan, “Does he fear God for nothing?  You said, 
‘Don’t touch his body because You knew that that’s what he is really concerned about.  You give 
him physical pain and he will squeal.” 
 
And God said, “Alright, touch his body.”  And he lost his health, had to sit in an ash heap 
scratching himself with sores from the top of his head to the bottom of his feet.   
 
His marriage went south.  His wife turned against him.  She told him to curse God and let Him 
finish you off.  She no longer wanted to be close to him because - he gives us some unnecessary 
detail but she couldn’t stand the smell of his breath.  Probably his sickness had created unhealthy 
breath. 
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And Job began to wish he had never been born, wondering “what is the point of my life?” 
 
If all of that wasn’t bad enough, some friends came along – Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar, and then 
followed by a fourth younger man, Elihu. 
 
And they came to comfort Job but all they did was tell Job that “something must be wrong with 
you.  That’s why these things are happening.  What is it that is wrong Job?  Look deep into your 
own heart and repent of it and then God will put things right.” 
 
And Job says, “I can’t think of anything that could be wrong.” 
 
And they said, “That’s a lie, Job.  Think harder.” 
 
And they gave him chapter after chapter after chapter after chapter of this kind of condemning 
counsel. 
 
And then after 38 chapters God spoke.  He spoke, it says, out of the storm. 
 
We looked at that last week.  But He doesn’t speak about the sufferings of Job, interestingly; all 
He speaks about is Himself.   
 
We have the nearest thing to an autobiography by God of God in those few chapters.  It talks 
about the things He does, the things Job knows that He does, and so on. 
 
And now in Job 42 Job has six verses to make sense of all that he has been through.  And that is 
followed by a short epilogue that tells us what happened afterwards and how that Job had 
everything restored to him and lived happily ever after and died a very old and very satisfied 
man.  That’s how the book finishes. 
 
I am calling this today “Making Sense of Nonsense” because there is so much all the way 
through that just does not make sense. 
 
And I want to point out three things that we can learn from this that Job implies in the short 
response of six verses that he makes. 
 
First of all, look for the unexpected.  In other words, don’t make life so predictable that this will 
happen and the good thing that follows will be that and this will be the good thing.  But look for 
the unexpected. 
 
He says in 42:1, 
 

“Job replied to the LORD:  ‘I know you can do all things; no plan of yours can be 
thwarted.’” 

 
What is the unexpected ingredient here?   
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God has a plan in this.  He doesn’t know about what has gone on before in the discussions in 
heaven.  But now he sees that this is not just a satanic attack that is random or purely at Satan’s 
discretion.  But behind it all the providence of God was present and at work. 
 
And so he says to God, “No plan of Yours can be thwarted.” 
 
But what was the plan?   
 
Well, we have to try to work that out for ourselves.  He doesn’t explicitly tell us and we can form 
a few conclusions.  I want to offer you two at this point. 
 
One of the things we learn from this is that suffering and many of the mysteries of life that we 
don’t understand accomplish a divine purpose. 
 
Now it’s hard for us to enthusiastically embrace that suffering accomplishes a divine purpose but 
in the counsel of an all-wise God, an all-knowing God, an all-powerful God, an all-loving God, 
He is bringing something good out of things that are bad. 
 
Over our lives is someone who cares, someone who loves, someone who, in these seeming 
accidents of life, can work out a purpose. 
 
And I have quoted that verse a number of times – I think it is so important in this kind of 
instance: 
 
 “In all things God works for good.” 
 
The things may be evil, the things may be wrong and bad, but God never says, “Well that wasn’t 
My plan; oh boy, what is going to happen now they are on their own?” 
 
No, “that was not My plan.”  And there are many things in this world that are not the plan of God 
or the will of God, but in them God works something different to what was there before, but He 
works something out that is going to be good. 
 
It is true, you see, as 1 John 5:19 tells us, that the whole world is under the control of the evil 
one.  It is true Satan is called the prince of this world on several occasions.  It is true that the 
ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient is a 
description of Satan in our world. 
 
It is true that Satan and his cohortsare called in the New Testament the authorities, the powers of 
this dark world, the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
 
The devil is active; the devil is able in many areas.  But don’t ever think that the devil and God 
are equal, somehow fighting it out on a level playing field.  God is the Creator; Satan is created, 
created, as we saw earlier in this series, as a beautiful angel.   
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And Satan has a high role in cosmic affairs.  Clearly these titles he is given tell us that.  But 
Satan is also limited.  God had to give him the permission to do what he did.  And he did give 
permission. He does allow us to come under attack like that, but God is never outwitted by his 
activities. 
 
And when suffering comes to an innocent person it need never be wasted if we recognize that 
God works for the good of those who love Him. 
 
Satan may originate these evil things but God operates in them to bring about good. 
 
When I was a boy, one of the big events was the martyrdom of five missionaries in Ecuador.  My 
father used to pray for one of those missionaries.  He used to get his prayer letter, newsletter. 
 
There were five American missionaries gone down to Ecuador and they were trying to reach a 
group of people who had been completely isolated from the modern world.  They had flown over 
in a little plane.   
 
Nate Saint was the pilot, and they had dropped presents and tried to let them know that they were 
friendly, and eventually landed the plane on a sandy beach on the side of the river.  And it was 
going to be their first encounter with these people. 
 
And they were speared to death, all five of them.  They had guns – the missionaries had guns for 
their own safety regarding wild animals, but they never drew them.  All the guns were locked in 
their holsters. 
 
These men speared them to death.  And there was a great search that a gentleman who normally 
sits over here was involved in the initial search to go and find them – Dr. Roberts – back in those 
days. 
 
And I remember hearing it on the radio and I remember it initially because of the shock factor in 
my father because he knew the name of one of them in particular. 
 
The news became headline news around the world.  All the media and newspapers picked it up 
and they talked about the waste of five young capable, well-trained young men who could have 
succeeded in probably whatever profession they had chosen to go into. 
 
They were all married.  They all left young widows.  They were all in their late twenties – one or 
two I think in their early thirties. 
 
One of the wives, Elizabeth Elliott, the wife of Jim Elliott, and the sister of Nate Saint, Rachel 
Saint, within weeks went back into that very area to try and continue the work their husbands had 
begun, knowing all the risks, going against all the advice – “Don’t do this; this is dangerous; you 
are women in any case.” 
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But they began to lead people to Christ.  Nate Saint’s son, Steve, who has spoken from this 
platform, was baptized in the river in which his father died by the man who actually killed his 
father because he had come to Christ. 
 
And we had the son of that man also here on this platform about 10 years ago now, telling us that 
story. 
 
It was a tragedy; there is no question the devil is behind the onslaught and the attack and the 
murder of those men.  But out of it God did something very, very beautiful that is still going on 
today. 
 
And they estimate that about 10,000 people went to the mission field as a result of that 
martyrdom because it impacted them so deeply. 
 
And I think that would be a very conservative number because I have met people on mission 
fields all over the world and when you say, “Why did you come here?” one factor I have heard 
many times is, “because I read the book about those five men in Ecuador and the impact they 
had.” 
 
God is not behind the murder of five men like that.  That is an evil act.  But He is never 
outwitted. 
 
And there are things in your life and things in my life; we see the fingerprints of Satan on them.  
They are not good; they are not wholesome.  Maybe some of them are even self-inflicted when 
we disobeyed God and followed the satanic temptations.  But even there God comes to redeem 
and bring something good, something better out of it. 
 
So suffering accomplishes a divine purpose. 
 
And a second comment on this is that suffering can be a test of spiritual reality as well.  That was 
the real test.  Is Job real?  Is he authentic?  Is what is seen about him coming from an absolutely 
genuine place in his heart or is it simply because life is good for him, it’s easy for him to trust 
God and to worship God? 
 
That was the real test.   
 
And what proves our lives to be genuine is suffering.  Peter writes in 1 Peter 1:6: 
 

“In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief 
in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined by fire – may be proved genuine and may result in 
praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.” 

 
So this is why you suffer, says Peter, this is why you can rejoice in your suffering because it will 
prove you are genuine or it will expose that you are phony. 
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You see suffering enables us to discover whether our Christian life is built on mere words and 
creeds or on a living relationship with God. 
 
You know we speak of trusting God – of course we do.  What about God trusting us?  Because in 
this situation too God is trusting Job with His reputation, God’s reputation.  Because Job is 
exhibiting before Satan (who Job doesn’t even know is watching) that he is not serving God for 
his own selfish benefit; he is serving God because God is God and he is in love with God. 
 
And when a man or woman is gripped by the reality of God in their lives by the reality of His 
love for them, of His presence with them and His purpose with them, all hell can be let loose and 
they stay real because that is more real than any of those things. 
 
Now this makes sense with a verse in the New Testament in Ephesians 3:10, Paul wrote, 
 

“His intent was that now, through the church” (that is, through His people), “the manifold 
wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
realms.” 

 
Through the people of God, the wisdom of God is made known to these principalities and 
powers in the heavenly realms, these satanic, demonic forces because God demonstrates that 
within the reality in our own lives. 
 
Job is exhibit #1 before Satan.  This man is real and you know he is real because he didn’t quit 
when things became tough.  In fact, he became even more deeply driven into God, as he 
acknowledges at the end. 
 
So that’s the first of three things I am going to give.  I always make the first one longer because 
time runs out, but the second thing is live with the unexplained.  Look for the unexpected is the 
first thing, that there is a purpose going on here. 
 
Look for the unexplained, secondly.  I take this from Verse 3 where God asked him, 
 
 “You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?’” 
 
You know, who is this talking nonsense they don’t know anything about? 
 
And Job’s response is, 
 
 “Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.” 
 
My problem is I have tried to work out what I cannot understand for the simple reason they are 
too wonderful for me to know.  They are much bigger than I anticipated, much better than I 
anticipated. 
 
And you know we have to make room in our minds for the unknown and leave that room as the 
unknown, things that we want to work out but which we cannot. 



From	Tragedy	to	Triumph	–	Part	6	–	Price	2015	 Page	9	
	

 
I think a key chapter in Job is Job 23 and I will just read you part of it – Verse 8, where he says, 
 
 “If I go to the east, God is not there; if I go to the west, I do not find him. 
 

“When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; when he turns to the south, I catch no 
glimpse of him.” 

 
Where is God, Job, in your life? 
 
“I don’t know.  East, west, north, south – I look in every possible direction.  I don’t know where 
God is, but,” he goes on to say,  
 
 “But he knows the way that I take.” 
 
“I may not know where God is but God knows where I am and, 
 
 “When he has tested me, I will come forth as gold.” 
 
Not garbage – not trash, broken and useless.  “I don’t know where God is in this but He knows 
where I am and the result of this,” says Job “I know He is going to produce gold.” 
 
Gold comes through a melting and a refining process.  As Psalm 66:10 says about silver; it says, 
 
 “For you, O God, tested us; you refined us like silver.” 
 
Same process. 
 
Isaiah 48:10: 
 

“See, I have refined you, though not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of 
affliction.” 
 

You see gold has to be tested and refined in the furnace. 
 
I once went down a gold mine in Zimbabwe in Africa.  It was a 3000 meter shaft – a long way 
down.   I am not badly claustrophobic but I can get a little bit claustrophobic especially as at one 
point down in the mine we had to crawl through a hole that you couldn’t walk through and out 
the other side there was a big open area. 
 
You know when I went down that gold mine I expected to see walls of gold – thought I might 
slip a bit in my pocket.  But they weren’t walls of gold.  It looked like coal.  But when you – I 
had a lamp on my head – as you move your lamp around you would see a glitter that would 
reflect in the seeming coal.  And those were the little gold pieces.   
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And that had to be hauled up in big containers and broken down and put through a fire and put 
under extreme heat until they had been able to melt away those things that were not gold.  And it 
had to be processed and purified. 
 
And Job says God is going to bring gold out of this.  The furnace is not comfortable but the end 
result is beautiful.  He is making me like gold. 
 
And this of course becomes the reserves in our lives that will enable us to serve other people.   
 
A country can only print money according to its gold reserves.  Otherwise you create a ridiculous 
inflation. 
 
And real spiritual wealth is the gold that God produces through that refining fire that enables us 
then out of that experience – difficult though it may be – to bless other people.  We have got 
some currency to pass around that blesses people because God had done something in our own 
hearts and our own lives. 
 
It doesn’t always turn that way, by the way.  You can become very bitter in suffering as well.  
You can become a bitter person who only has negative things that come out because of the 
suffering.   
 
Or you can become like gold.  Bitter or better under this process – same process – of being put 
into difficulty and hardship. 
 
But Job goes on to say in Job 23, “I don’t know where God is but He knows where I am and He 
is bringing forth gold.” 
 
He then goes on to say he has his part to play; he’s not just a passive participant. 
 
Job 23:11 he says, 
 

“My feet have closely followed his steps; I have kept to his way without turning aside.  
 
“I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have treasured the words of his 
mouth more than my daily bread.” 

 
“I am not just sitting passively back.  I am closely following Him.  I have kept to His way.  I 
have not departed from His Word.  I treasure the words of His mouth more than my daily bread.” 
 
He didn’t have a Bible but we do and we have the Word of God.  You know, in those situations 
this is where you feed your soul and you treasure it and you find in it your strength and your 
comfort and your encouragement. 
 
And he finishes off there, 
 
 “He carries out his decree against me, and many such plans he still has in store.” 
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Notice:  not “many such problems” but “plans.” 
 
Corrie Ten Boom who lived through a number of years in a concentration camp during World 
War II and whose books have encouraged so many people; she says God doesn’t have any 
problems – He only has plans. 
 
And what seem to us problems are to Him plans.  And it’s like a tapestry where we see the 
underside with all the seemingly tangled threads that don’t make a lot of sense whereas God sees 
the top side.  He sees the beautiful picture that is formed by all these seemingly meaningless 
threads which only we can see. 
 
John Wesley wrote, 
 

“The readiest way which God takes to draw a man to Himself is to inflict him in the area 
that he loves the most because nothing shows him more clearly the emptiness of what he 
considers lovely and desirable.” 

 
There’s a third thing.  Look for the unexpected.   
 
Live with the unexplained.  And allow there to be in your life without any embarrassment an 
unexplained box of mystery.You say, “I don’t know the answers to this; I just trust God in this.” 
 
And thirdly, learn the undiscovered.  What I mean by that is in Verse 5 and 6 (and this is a key to 
Job’s final response): 
 
 “My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. 
 
 “Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.” 
 
There is a big difference between his ears hearing and his eyes seeing. 
 
What I knew in theory, he is saying, I now know in experience. 
 
Because we can have heard it all and we can know it all yet experience very little.  We can be 
theologically literate but spiritually barren. 
 
We can dot our i’s and cross the t’s of our doctrines and yet have no substance in our actual 
lives. 
 
And over all this process through the Book of Job I can’t find any evidence of Job’s beliefs about 
God changing at all.  His beliefs about God were correct it would seem. 
 
“I had heard of You; I had heard well of You.  I had taken note of what I had heard.  I believed 
what I had heard, but now my eyes have seen You.  Now what I believed has become life in a 
way it never had before.  It had become experiential in a way it never had before.” 
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You know it’s easy to place our faith in what God does and we trust God because He does 
certain things.  You often hear people, you know, say, “I believe God for…” and then they have 
their request.  It’s like writing on the cheque what they believe God for. 
 
We have to come to that point where we simply say, “I believe God. Period.  What He will do is 
His business.  I believe God with no agenda that follows after that, other than what He has 
promised me.” 
 
And we often interpret God’s protection of us as the evidence of His love.  So when we feel that 
we are not protected in all kinds of ways, whether they are major ways or relatively minor ways, 
we question Him. 
 
Our faith is not in what God does; our faith is in who God is. 
 
I think I have told the story a little while ago when I was in England on one occasion speaking – 
it was a family conference.  And a couple of nights we had an open time of testimony from 
people who were part of this conference.   
 
And I was leading it and one man got up and he told us how that his two year old son had run out 
of the front door of the house which had been left open onto the street and a bus was slowing 
down to stop at a bus stop.  It hit the child; he ran in front of this bus; knocked him over.  And 
the child was on the ground as the full length of the bus passed over him and he got up and ran 
back into the house.  He was bruised and he was crying but nothing more than that. 
 
And this father of this boy told us this story and he said, “Thank God with us for His love and 
His protection of us.”  
 
And so we did, of course.  We thanked God.  We had a few people pray and thanked God for 
saving this little boy. 
 
A few minutes later I noticed a lady there with her husband.  She got up and she left the room at 
the back.  A few minutes later her husband got up and he left as well, presumably to go and find 
her. 
 
Later I saw them.  This was a residential conference so we were all around.  I saw them and I 
said to them, “Are you okay?  I noticed you left the meeting.” 
 
And they said, “We lost our young son this year.”   
 
They said, “It was wonderful to hear how that little boy was not injured or killed by the bus and 
we thank God for His love and protection on them.  But does God love us?  Is He protecting us 
where our son died?” 
 
It’s a question that came from deep, deep hurt and confusion.  And there are no pat answers 
except does God love a person in this situation?  The answer is yes, absolutely He loves. 



From	Tragedy	to	Triumph	–	Part	6	–	Price	2015	 Page	13	
	

 
Is God protecting us from all of these things?  The answer is no.  He doesn’t protect us. 
 
You know that couple – and this has a good ending – and so maybe it’s not the best example 
because a lot of them don’t have good endings.   
 
But the good ending is that God led that couple into a full-time ministry among children in 
England, which they are still engaged in today.  And it was the loss of their child that gave them 
that compassion to reach children with the gospel.  God used that to bring that about. 
 
But our faith has to be beyond in what God does to who God is, irrespective of what He does.  
That’s why when God spoke those four chapters He does not explain Job’s suffering.  He doesn’t 
say this is the end purpose of it.  He simply talks about Himself.   
 
Who made this world you are part of, Job?  Who made the skies?  Who put the constellations 
into place?  (You remember we looked at that.)  Who made the crocodile?  Who made the 
hippopotamus and all these animals He mentions? 
 
And He says, “Okay, Job, that’s it.” 
 
And Job had to go, “Well see, who made the stars, who made the world, who made these strange 
animals?  Is He capable of caring for me?” 
 
The answer is yes.  The answer is yes. 
 
And the danger when we have good experience, and we thank God for good experience, is our 
faith rests in the goodness of that experience. 
 
But there are times God will leave us with nothing but God Himself to cling to.  And that’s when 
we will grow significantly. 
 
God rebukes the comforters, Job, tells them that they said the wrong things, tells Job he must 
pray for them.  And it is interesting He told Job to pray for his friends, not his friends to pray for 
Job.  Job was the one who was in need but He says, “You Job, you pray for your friends.” 
 
I don’t know why but I would suggest because the friends would have prayed very predictably 
that God would take away all of Job’s troubles and put him back on the map again. 
 
And Job wouldn’t pray that for them.  Job would pray for them that they - whether they see Him 
or not – will trust Him. 
 
And then one last thing and we finish.  When I see a movie that is based on a true story I always 
enjoy the lines at the end just before the credits that say, “So and so went on to do this or do that 
and lived to be 98 years of age and his legacy worked through to this and that…” you know 
those little lines at the end that you love to read to know what had happened next? 
 



From	Tragedy	to	Triumph	–	Part	6	–	Price	2015	 Page	14	
	

Well there are a few lines like that here, the eight verses at the end that tell us what happened 
when all this was over. 
 
And it is intriguing.  Job got everything back, doubled.  He had 7000 sheep – now he had 14000.  
He used to have 3000 camels, now 6000.  He used to have 500 yoke of oxen; now 1000 yoke of 
oxen.  He used to have 500 donkeys; now he’s got 1000 donkeys. 
 
His brothers, his sisters, his relatives, his friends who had all deserted him came back to eat and 
drink with him and give him gifts. 
 
And it says,  
 
 “The LORD blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first.” 
 
And he had seven more sons and three more daughters.  And to cap it all, nowhere in all the land 
were there found three women as beautiful as Job’s daughters.  He really hits the jackpot!   
 
He got everything doubled, beautiful daughters! 
 
By the way, the only thing that wasn’t doubled was his children.  He had ten before; he’s got ten 
now. 
 
I wonder why they weren’t doubled.  Well, I am sure Mrs. Job had something to do with that.   
 
But I will tell you just a little thought, just a little thought:  it may be because the children will be 
the only thing that outlive this life and in heaven Job will have twenty children – the first ten 
united with the second ten.   
 
And I picture Mrs. Job like the little old woman who lived in the shoe with so many children she 
wouldn’t know what to do. 
 
Job lived until he was 140, long enough to see his great- great grandchildren.  If they were as 
prolific as he was – just take ten children now – they all have ten – that’s just grandchildren; 
that’s 100.  
 
Next generation, if they all had ten, that’s 1000 great grandchildren.  He lived to see his great- 
great grandchildren.  10,000 descendants if they multiplied on that rate. 
 
But his name was not Rabbit; it was Job and we don’t know how many grandchildren. 
 
One last question in all of our minds: aha, so Job’s comforters were actually right.  They said if 
you are right with God He will bless you and multiply everything.  So at the end of the book it 
looks as though they are right, doesn’t it, that God’s blessing is seen in material prosperity. 
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But the answer is no.  That is what had been established in the book.  That is not the 
measurement of God’s blessing.  The Lord gives; the Lord takes away.  It is totally His 
prerogative to give; it is totally His prerogative to take away. 
 
If He gives be responsible with what He gives.  If He takes it away, be responsible with what you 
don’t have.  That’s the message.  And trust Him. 
 
And for you and for me this morning, if you are doing well, well thank God for His blessing, 
thank Him you have food on your table today.  There are a billion people who will not have food 
on the table today or will wonder where their food will come from. 
 
If you have resources that are more than enough, be grateful for that.  Don’t be guilty about it; be 
grateful.  
 
But maybe, you know, there will be an interview going on in heaven behind the scenes about 
which you know nothing.  And God may be saying to Satan, “How are you getting on?” 
 
“I am doing okay.” 
 
“Have you been to Toronto lately?” 
 
“Yes, I have.” 
 
“Do you know so and so?” 
 
“Yes, I do.” 
 
“He’s doing pretty well, isn’t he?” 
 
“Yeah, that’s because You built a hedge around him.” 
 
“Really?” 
 
“That’s why he loves You.  That’s why he is in Peoples Church every week.  I mean life is good 
for him.” 
 
“Okay, take the hedge down.  Take it down.” 
 
You won’t know it’s coming; I won’t know it’s coming.  But when it comes, as you trust in Him, 
you will be able to say as Job says when it’s through, 
 
 “My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you.” 
 
What I knew was true I now experience.  Why?  Because I have been through the valley of 
suffering. 
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Let’s pray together. 
 
Lord, I do pray for each one of us in this building today.  You do know us.  You do love us.  You 
do care for us.  We realize that in heaven Your agenda is much, much bigger than a health and 
safety agenda.  You want to produce gold and we need refining and purifying and going through 
furnaces that are different to each of us but we all go through them that we might be made as 
gold. 
 
 
 
 


