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From Tragedy to Triumph 
Job Part 3 

“Job’s Miserable Comforters” 
Pastor Charles Price 

 
 
Good Morning! 
 
I am going to ask you to turn to the Book of Job, and in a few minutes I am going to read some 
verses from Chapter 2.  
 
We are going to look at a much bigger section, really jumping in and out from Chapter 4 to 
Chapter 31.  But we are not going to read all of that.  I am going to read just a few verses in 
Chapter 2 initially that set the scene for what I want to speak about. 
 
But before I read them, let me say a few things.  Are you ever tempted to look around and 
wonder what is going on in people’s lives?  
 
We are here this morning.  We all look decent.  We all talk nicely to each other.  But under the 
surface and behind the scenes I wonder what is really going on.  You might wonder that too.  
What are the struggles that this nice smiling person next to me is facing?  What are the 
sadnesses, what are the griefs, what are the battles they are facing in their own life? 
 
Maybe somebody’s marriage is not going very well, and trying to get it on track has not been 
easy. 
 
Maybe our kids are giving us concern.  Maybe our workplace is insecure at the moment.  Maybe 
we are faced with health issues that frighten us.  Maybe our finances are inadequate.  Maybe 
there is some unconquerable sin seemingly in my life and I battle again and again with it. 
 
Maybe my school is a bit of a struggle.  I don’t fit in there or don’t seem to fit in there. Maybe I 
have got a girlfriend problem or a boyfriend problem. 
 
What do we do with all these things?  Well we can put them away for an hour or so though we 
are here this morning and just forget about them. 
 
But what about when you get back into your car, you get back onto the subway or you get back 
on the bus, or you are walking home?  And what happens when you are back with your family 
and you are back at your place of work tomorrow? 
 
We all know that suffering is an unavoidable fact.  It is part of life.  And we are looking at this 
man Job and we also know that Job stands in Scripture as a prime example of suffering. 
 
If you know nothing else about Job and you say to somebody, “Tell me something about Job” 
most would tell you he is the man that suffered, which of course he did. 
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And yet interestingly, of the 42 chapters that make up the Book of Job, only 8 of those verses are 
about Job’s actual suffering. 
 
There are seven verses in Chapter 1 where he loses his business, he loses his wealth, he loses his 
family.  And there is one verse in Chapter 2 where he loses his health and begins to endure 
physical pain. 
 
Now these are horrific things but they are not really that unusual.  People lose their wealth.  
People may lose a child.  They may lose children.  People do lose their health.  People do lose 
their status in life and maybe some of us here this morning; we’ve experienced one or several of 
all those things. 
 
But the most important thing about the Book of Job is not the actual suffering – that could have 
been dismissed within one chapter or so – but how do you come to terms with it?  That is the big 
issue in the Book of Job. 
 
Often deeper than the what of my experience, negative experiences, is the why that lies behind 
them.  Why do I have to experience this hardship and difficulty and pain and suffering?   
 
And when we suffer we want an explanation.  We want to feel that we didn’t lose something for 
nothing.  If somebody dies in a tragic situation we want to believe they did not die in vain.  We 
want an explanation that lies behind it all. 
 
And most of the Book of Job is trying to find those explanations.   
 
And I am going to read Chapter 2:11 down to Verse 13 because we are introduced to three men 
here who play a key role in the rest of the book. 
 
It says in Verse 11 of Chapter 2: 
 

“Job’s three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite, heard about all the troubles that had come upon Job and they set out from 
their homes and met together by agreement to go and sympathize with him and comfort 
him. 
 
“When they saw him from a distance, they could hardly recognize him; they began to 
weep aloud, and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads. 
 
“Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights.  No one said a 
word to him, because they saw how great his suffering was.” 

 
We call these three men Job’s comforters.  The reason we do that is because it says they set out 
to sympathize and to comfort him. 
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And when they did set out from their various places - they all have a different origin; one is a 
Temanite, one is a Shuhite (probably the smallest man in the Bible because he was shoe-height – 
just to see if you are awake), and the Naamathite. 
 
They came from different places and they met in an agreed place.  They went together and when 
they arrived they were so shocked at his appearance, they wept, tore their robes, put dust on their 
heads (the kind of things that were traditional to express your grief).  And then they sat down in 
silence for seven days. 
 
Interestingly, seven days was the period of mourning.  Maybe as far as they are concerned this 
man is as good as dead, having experienced all that he has done. 
 
And maybe that sitting in silence for seven days was the wisest thing they did because at the end 
of seven days, their idea of sympathy and comfort was not to empathize with Job but to tell him 
how and why his troubles have come to him and what he has to do to fix them. 
 
By the way, don’t try to fix people’s troubles.  You know, we feel when we do empathize and we 
do want to comfort someone we have got to give them an answer.  Sometimes we can’t do that; 
we are not in a position to do that.  We don’t know enough to do that. 
 
And what I want to do today with you is to look at some of the things they began to say to him.  
Job calls them in Chapter 16:2 his “miserable comforters”. 
 

“I have heard many things like these; miserable comforters are you all! 
 
“Will your long-winded speeches never end?” 

 
So I have called this message today “Job’s Miserable Comforters.”  And they spoke for 29 
chapters.  That included dialogue; Job was speaking back as well.  But they held the ground for 
29 long chapters - that’s a lot of Bible – to give him what they felt would help him through this 
difficult time. 
 
And what I am going to do is give the general perspectives that these three shared in common.  
And then I am going to look at the first two – that’s all we will have time for – their specific 
advice because they all had a slightly different perspective when it came down to detail. 
 
And then next time we will look at the third guy, Zophar, and also we will look at a fourth guy, 
Elihu, a young man who came on the scene later but didn’t like to speak because he was too 
young and he respected his elders.   
 
But then he opened his mouth and talked non-stop for about six chapters.  And he said to him 
along the way, “I hope you realize somebody perfect in knowledge is with you.”  So he had all 
the enthusiasm of youth, and all the confidence of youth.  But we will look at him next time. 
 
Let me talk about their common thoughts and assumptions first of all.   
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They all agreed that we live in a moral universe where every effect has a cause.  If you do what 
is right, they reasoned, your life is going to go well. 
 
Conversely, if your life is not going well and your life is going badly it must be because you are 
doing something wrong. 
 
Now that was the basic wisdom, the basic idea of cause and effect.  It applied spiritually to these 
friends, it applied materially, it applied morally, it applied physically.  
 
So Eliphaz says, for instance, in Chapter 4:7 (I will just give you one example from each). 
 
Chapter 4:7 he says, 
 

“Consider now:  Who, being innocent, has ever perished?  Where were the upright ever 
destroyed? 
 
“As I have observed, those who plow evil and those who sow trouble reap it.” 

 
“So Job, come on, when did you see an innocent man suffer like this?  No, no Job, those who 
sow trouble reap it, those who plow evil get the consequences.” 
 
Bildad, the second guy, says it about Job’s children where in Chapter 8:4 he says to Job, 
 
 “When your children sinned against him, he gave them over to the penalty of their sin.” 
 
You remember he had ten children. They were having a party at the eldest son’s house.  It says 
they were drinking wine – so maybe drinking a bit too much. 
 
“You don’t know what’s going on there, Job, but I can guarantee you this, Job, they were 
committing sin in the house that day.  That’s why the hurricane hit the house and flattened it and 
killed them all.” 
 
Zophar has a similar idea in Chapter 11:16.  Let me read it to you. 
 
He says, Chapter 11:13, 
 

“If you devote your heart to him and stretch out your hands to him, if you put away the 
sin that is in your hand and allow no evil to dwell in your tent, then you will lift up your 
face without shame; you will stand firm and without fear. 
 
“You will surely forget your trouble, recalling it only as waters gone by. 
 
“Life will be brighter than noonday, and darkness will become like morning. 
 
“You will be secure, because there is hope” etc. 
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And he goes on to say, “Job, you’re the cause.  If you get right, if you fix the things that were a 
problem, then everything is going to turn out right as well for you.  If you sow well, you reap 
well; if you sow badly, you reap badly.” 
 
By the way, does that ring a bell?  It’s the instinct many of us have.  When things go wrong, we 
ask the question, “What did I do to deserve this?” 
 
People say it of somebody else, “What did he do to deserve this?” 
 
Because we have this instinctive sense that living in the moral world that we do, that if you have 
bad effect, it is because of bad cause that lies behind it.  
 
Basically it’s karma really.  I mean karma is a doctrine of Buddhism and Hinduism.  It is slightly 
different in both but the basic idea – and they make it an official doctrine – that as a person acts, 
so they will be. 
 
A man of good acts will become a good man; a man of bad acts will become a bad man.  I am 
just quoting what one of their documents says: 
 

“A man becomes pure by pure deeds.  He becomes bad by bad deeds.  Whatever deeds he 
does that will he reap.” 

 
So, positive and good actions will lead to the reward of health and prosperity and well-being.  
Negative and bad actions will bring trouble and suffering into your life. 
 
And when it applies to re-incarnation, which both these religions will hold to, they will say 
positive and good actions in this life will bring you back, you know, at a higher level.   
 
But if you engage in negative and bad actions in this life, you may come back as a cockroach 
because this is karma, you see. And it appeals to human instinct.  This is what the friends hold. 
 
But you say, some of you, you say, “Just hang on a minute.  Surely there is something in this, 
isn’t there that’s true?  I mean what about Paul writing in Galatians 6:7, 
 
 “Do not be deceived:  God is not mocked.  A man reaps what he sows. 
 

“The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the 
one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.” 

 
Isn’t that in the Bible?  Isn’t that what Paul teaches?   
 
And the answer is yes, it is exactly what Paul teaches.  But he is talking in the context of the 
flesh and the spirit, which battle against each other and the fruit of the Spirit, or the works of the 
flesh, that come out of either. 
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He is not talking about what happens to you; he is talking about what happens in you, in your 
own spiritual well-being and spiritual health.   
 
But you can be the godliest person but live in an environment of extreme pain and torment and 
suffering, as people do. 
 
But they apply that true principle to the spiritual life, to every part of life. 
 
In fact one of the struggles that the Bible deals with is that there are people who live wicked lives 
but who prosper much more than the godly. 
 
I will read you a couple of examples.  In Psalm 73 you have got there Asaph who wrote this 
Psalm.  He was the worship leader in the temple.  And I will just read a bit of what he says.   
 
Psalm 73:2: 
 
 “As for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold. 
 
 “For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
 
 “They have no struggles; their bodies are healthy and strong. 
 
 “They are free from the burdens common to man; they are not plagued by human ills.” 
 
He is generalizing there of course, but he is saying, “When I compare myself with the wicked, I 
look at them and they prosper, they are healthy, everything is right about them.” 
 
And he says, “I almost lost my faith in God because of it.  I almost slipped,” he says. 
 
A bit later in Verse 13: 
 
 “Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure; in vain have I washed my hands in innocence. 
 
 “All day long I have been plagued; I have been punished every morning.” 
 
So he is saying, “I am wasting my time trying to be godly when I look around and see how easy 
it is for other people to turn their back completely on God.” 
 
Jeremiah had the same problem.  Jeremiah 12:1 he says, 
 

“You are always righteous, O Lord, when I bring a case before you.  Yet I would speak 
with you about your justice:  Why does the way of the wicked prosper?  Why do all the 
faithless live at ease? 
 
“You have planted them, and they have taken root; they grow and bear fruit.  You are 
always on their lips but far from their hearts.” 
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So that’s Jeremiah’s struggle. “Why do the wicked prosper?  And here am I struggling in 
contrast with them.” 
 
Job had been an exceptionally good man – that’s how he was introduced in the beginning of the 
book.  But now he is experiencing exceptionally bad suffering.  And these two things don’t go 
together in the minds of his comforters. 
 
Suffering implies sin.  Great suffering implies great sin, was their reasoning.   
 
So they are caught in a dilemma.  They have two possible explanations for Job’s situation.  
Either Job has been guilty of secret sin nobody else knew about and now it’s all coming to light 
through his suffering – that’s one possibility.  Or God was being unfaithful to Job. 
 
And they persuade Job, “Job, the second option is not a good option.  God is not being 
unfaithful.  The first option is the only option.  You have been guilty of sin.And this is why you 
are experiencing what you are experiencing.” 
 
There was of course a third option they didn’t think about.  The third option was they were 
building their argument on a false foundation. 
 
When you have a false foundation, whatever you build on it is going to be distorted.  And God’s 
response to these advisors, these counselors, was in Chapter 42:7, at the end of the book.  It says, 
 
 “After the LORD had said these things to Job…” 
 
(Because by then He had had a time of conversation with Job.) 
 

“… He said to Eliphaz the Temanite, ‘I am angry with you and your two friends, because 
you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.’” 

 
So what they said made God angry because it wasn’t true. 
 
Well, that’s the general stuff they all shared in common.  Let me look at the specific ideas, first 
of Eliphaz and then of Bildad. 
 
Eliphaz the Temanite, first of all – and I will call him the mystic of this trio.  And the reason why 
I say that is in Chapter 4:12 – let me read this to you.  I really ought to dim the lights to read this 
section to you, but we won’t; for dramatic effect it might help because this is what it says, 
 
 “A word was secretly brought to me, my ears caught a whisper of it. 
 

“Amid disquieting dreams in the night, when deep sleep falls on men, fear and trembling 
seized me and made all my bones shake. 
 
“A spirit glided past my face, and the hair on my body stood on end. 



From	Tragedy	to	Triumph	–	Job	Part	3	–	Price	2015	 Page	8	
	

 
“It stopped, but I could not tell what it was.  A form stood before my eyes, and I heard a 
hushed voice:   
 
“‘Can a mortal be more righteous than God?’” 

 
You see Eliphaz gets his information from dreams in the night and spirits.  Some of them make 
his hair stand on end. They whisper quietly to him.  “A form stood before my eyes.”  (This is a 
ghost.)  “A form stood before my eyes, and I heard a hushed voice.  And it told me things about 
Job.” 
 
This left him with a profound realization of the sinfulness of Job because he says in Job 4:17, 
 
 “Can a mortal be more righteous than God?  Can a man be more pure than his Maker?” 
 
He said later in Chapter 15:14, 
 
 “What is man, that he could be pure, or one born of woman, that he could be righteous?” 
 
You see Eliphaz knows that Job is a sinner and this has now been revealed to him by a voice in 
the night of a form which stood before him.  And all these bad things have come to Job because 
of it. 
 
So Eliphaz’s information and his certainty is rooted in a completely subjective experience of 
dreams and visions, not in any objective revelation outside of himself. 
 
You know, doctrine without personal experience is a poor thing of course, but personal 
experience without doctrine is dangerous. 
 
And Eliphaz has experienced mystical spiritual experiences but they are not related to and rooted 
in doctrine that has been received and given. 
 
And this opens up a dangerous road, an unreliable road where things feel right to us but they 
have no relationship to what is recognized to be truth. 
 
And Eliphaz’s starting point is God wants the best for you, materially and physically, and 
material prosperity is going to be the sign of our blessing.   
 
We can’t look at everything these men have said, but Eliphaz develops this in Chapter 22:21.  He 
is speaking again there and he says, 
 
 “Submit to God and be at peace with him; in this way prosperity will come to you.” 
 
That’s a great verse, isn’t it?  Submit to God, be at peace with Him and in this way prosperity 
will come to you.  It sounds a good verse until you get to the end of the book and God says, 
“What you said is nonsense.” 
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When I first was reading through Job many years ago and marking the Bible I had then, I have 
some different colors for my marking – I have about 12 colors and I have one spare color I call 
my “this is good stuff color”.   
 
And I underlined that verse, “this is good stuff.”   “Submit to God and be at peace with him; in 
this way prosperity will come to you.” 
 
I got to the end of the book and God said to him, “Eliphaz, what you have just said is absolute 
nonsense.” 
 
I had just colored that with ‘this is good stuff’ color.  I had to go back and try and rub it out. 
 
But you know it’s a very widely held doctrine today.  You submit to God and you will prosper.   
 
TIME magazine not very long ago reported 61% of Christians believe that God wants people to 
be prosperous.  61%.   
 
31% agreed that if you give your money to God, God will bless you with more money.  That’s a 
TIME magazine survey which sanctifies the love of money actually. 
 
Now Eliphaz gets even beyond that because these things always develop.  And Eliphaz tells Job 
that if he gets right with God he will have amazing power. 
 
In Chapter 22:26 he says, 
 
 “Surely you will find delight in the Almighty and will lift up your face to God. 
 
 “You will pray to him, and he will hear you, and you will fulfill your vows. 
 
 “What you decide on will be done, and light will shine on your ways.” 
 
Here it is.  He says what you decide and what you speak out will be done.  You name it, says 
Eliphaz, and you can claim it because there is power in your words. 
 
You ever heard that recently?  If you ever watch Christian television you will have heard those 
kinds of words.   
 
It’s total nonsense and God said that to Eliphaz. 
 
Let me read what else he says.  In Verse 29 of Job 22: 
 
 “You say, ‘Lift them up!’” 
 
(This is about other people) 
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 “And he will save the downcast. 
 

“He will deliver even the one who is not innocent, who will be delivered through the 
cleanness of your hands.” 

 
So as long as you know what to say, if you say, “Lift them up!” even if they are not clean, even 
if they are totally guilty, you will have the power to make them clean. 
 
So your faith, your words, your cleanliness will have power to set others free even from guilt. 
 
We have a name for it today.  We call it the word of faith.  It is an ancient heresy which God had 
to rebuke in the Book of Job.  And most of these heresies are like comets, you know, they come 
onto the sky, they are on long journeys taking many, many years. 
 
And I remember seeing Halley’s Comet, which was probably the most famous of them about 20 
years ago and it made its visit.  I was down in the southern hemisphere where it was most visible.   
 
And Halley’s Comet, you know, comes and for a few weeks it is cutting across the sky and then 
it disappears and then it comes back every 76 years apparently. 
 
You know some of these heresies are a bit like that.  They come; we get excited by them; a lot of 
people fall for them, a lot of people have to pick up the pieces and they say this is not true and it 
disappears.  But it will come back like a comet.  And it seems that most false doctrines do. 
 
I talked to a lady some years ago now here in this church who had written to some television 
preacher who had given her a prophecy that she would become a millionaire. And to do that she 
had to sell her house and give it to his ministry, give the proceeds, which she did.  And she 
became a broken woman, totally broken. 
 
And the preacher, whose name would be known by many of us, couldn’t care less; put all the 
blame back on her for her lack of faith. 
 
Now Eliphaz says Job is at fault because he is not believing, he is not affirming with his words, 
he is not claiming his deliverance verbally from his trouble. 
 
Remember what God said at the end of the book in Chapter 42:7, 
 

“The Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, ‘I am angry with you and your two friends, 
because you have not spoken of me what is right.’” 

 
Well that’s Eliphaz.  If you read the chapters of Eliphaz there is more, but I have just selected 
some of the key issues, the themes, from his speaking. 
 
The second guy was Bildad the Shuhite.  And if Eliphaz was the mystic, he got his information 
from spirits and ghosts and things in the night when he was dreaming, and visions and so on, 
that’s Eliphaz the mystic. 
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Bildad is the theologian.  His authority is the doctrines of former generations.  So for instance, in 
Chapter 8:8 he says, 
 

“Ask the former generations and find out what their fathers learned, for we were born 
only yesterday and know nothing, and our days on earth are but a shadow. 
 
“Will they not instruct us and tell us?  Will they not bring forth words from their 
understanding?” 

 
So you see what he is saying there?  He is saying, “Let’s go back to the former generations.  
Let’s go back to what our fathers had learned.  Let them instruct us.  Let them bring forth words 
from their understanding.” 
 
And you know that’s a very valuable thing to do.  Bildad is smart to realize we are not just 
coming up against these issues for the first time.  We have not tried to work these things out for 
the first time.  Our fathers through history have already spoken about these things.  Let’s go back 
and find out what they said. 
 
So he is wise in that.  But Bildad creates a water-tight system of doctrine as a result.  “This is 
true, this is true, this is true, this is true, this is true, this is true,” and he has created this water-
tight structure.  And we always need to be careful of logical systems, even of Scripture, 
seemingly logical systems of doctrine that leave out the awkward verses that don’t fit. 
 
God is bigger than our doctrines.  I think sometimes when we want to create systematic doctrine 
it’s like mapping a night sky.  You know, you have the constellations, you have the plow, you 
have the big dipper, these kinds of shapes in the sky, you have a star here, star here, star there, 
star there, star there, star there, star there, and you draw a line between the imaginary lines and 
you say, “Oh, it looks like a plow.”   
 
And so it helps us – there’s the plow, there’s the whatever, these constellations are helpful to us. 
 
You read the Bible and you say, “Here’s a truth, here’s a truth, here’s a truth, here’s a truth, 
here’s a truth.  So we try to link them all up because it is helpful to do so.  But the problem is the 
lines between them don’t actually exist in the constellations.   
 
But you start to treat the lines in our doctrines as though they actually existed and they become 
as authoritative as the points of Scripture itself.  And so there are some systems of doctrine that 
come up with completely unbiblical ideas because they are logical to the system. 
 
I won’t give examples because we would go down a rabbit trail if I did, but there are some big 
examples of that. 
 
Now Bildad tries to do that.  He starts with his doctrine of God.  He has a very high view of God.  
Then he goes to his doctrine of man – he has a very low view of man.  And then he tries to fit it 
all together and created “this is the doctrine of suffering.” 
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So he has a high view of God – Chapter 25:2: 
 
 “Dominion and awe belong to God; he establishes order in the heights of heaven.” 
 
And by the way, order is an important word for Bildad.  God didn’t just create the universe; He 
gave it order.  He loves the order and the ordering and the logic and the predictability of things 
that God does and that God has said. 
 
And he says in Chapter 8:3, 
 
 “Does God pervert justice?  Does the Almighty pervert what is right?” 
 
He answers: “Of course He doesn’t.  God is great, God is just.”  This is his view of God. 
 
But he has a very low view of human beings.  Let me read you Chapter 25:4: 
 
 “How then can a man be righteous before God?  How can one born of women be pure? 
 

“If even the moon is not bright and the stars are not pure in his eyes, how much less man, 
who is but a maggot – a son of man, who is only a worm!” 

 
So his understanding of man is that we are like maggots and we are like worms, and that gives 
him the right to slap the maggot identity on Job and push Job down, down, down, down. 
 
“How can you expect anything from God, you maggot?”   
 
(He didn’t put that together in one sentence but that’s the message.) 
 
How in the world can you be righteous before God, he says in Chapter 25:4. 
 
And in response to that, Job says in Chapter 27:6, 
 

“I will maintain my righteousness and never let go of it; my conscience will not reproach 
me as long as I live.” 

 
In other words, he said, “I don’t care what you say – I will maintain my righteousness.” 
 
Now you say there is something not right about that Job.  I mean doesn’t it say in the New 
Testament there is none righteous, no not one, including Job? 
 
Of course that is true.  So what is the basis of his confidence?   
 
In Chapter 29:14 Job says, 
 
 “I put on righteousness as my clothing.” 



From	Tragedy	to	Triumph	–	Job	Part	3	–	Price	2015	 Page	13	
	

 
Not as intrinsic to myself – (I am righteous; look at me) no, Job knows fine well he is not in 
himself intrinsically - but “I put on righteousness as my clothing.” 
 
And Job here is anticipating the most important doctrine of the New Testament, and that is that 
God credits righteousness.  He did that through the Old Testament beginning with Abraham.  
That is the first time you hear that phrase. 
 
To credit is to give something to someone, to make available something to someone what doesn’t 
belong to them. 
 
And this is course the great message of the New Testament.  Romans 1:17 is the greatest 
summary of the gospel in my view. 
 
 “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith.” 
 
So Job says, “I am righteous because I put it on; it is a credited righteousness.” 
 
And Bildad has no room for that and says, “You are just a sinful man.  You are just a maggot.  
You are just a worm.” 
 
So he has a high view of God – sovereign, distant – but a low view of man – the maggot and a 
worm.  And his doctrines become cold and cruel.   
 
Bildad can speak of no experience of God, only of received doctrines, which he uses as a 
sledgehammer against Job. 
 
I already mentioned that he gave a particularly wicked slight against Job’s children when they 
died.   
 

“When your children sinned (Chapter 8:4) against him, he gave them over to the penalty 
of their sin.” 

 
He knows fine well that if your kids died in that house, it’s because they deserved it.  “You don’t 
know that Job, but God does.  And I do because I have got the chapter and verse for it.” 
 
I said earlier that doctrine without personal experience is a very poor thing and personal 
experience without doctrine is a very dangerous thing.   
 
Eliphaz had personal experience without doctrine – yes, he communed with spirits, had voices in 
the night, had dreams and visions – that’s where he got his doctrines from.  And he has 
wonderfully positive doctrines - you just say the word and it will happen. 
 
Bildad has doctrine without personal experience – it’s cold and it’s harsh and it’s hard.   
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He does offer some hope as good theologians do because at one stage he says, “If you look to 
God and plead with the Almighty, if you are pure and upright even now He will rouse Himself 
on your behalf and restore you to a rightful place.” 
 
“Yeah, there is a way out; there is a salvation,” Bildad offers to Job. 
 
But remember what God said at the end of the book about Job and his friends?  “I am angry with 
you.  You have not spoken of Me what is right.” 
 
Now let me finish with this.  Job is sitting under the bombardment of these two friends – there 
are two more to go who have their own different perspective.  How does Job respond to this? 
 
I will take a moment to look at just three aspects that I think may be helpful to you.  We will 
look more fully at Job’s complete response to everything later on.   
 
But he says a very good thing, wise thing, in Chapter 16:4: 
 

“I also could speak like you, if you were in my place; I could make fine speeches against 
you and shake my head at you.” 

 
You know anyone can theorize about other people’s problems – anybody can.  Job says, “I could 
do that if you were the one who was in trouble.  I could give you the answer.  I could gossip and 
say, ‘Do you know why this happened?  I think it’s because this.  Why did all his kids die?  You 
know what I think?  I think  thatJob was up to mischief and his kids were as well.’ 
 
“Really?” 
 
“Yeah.” 
 
“I could do that,” says Job. 
 
Job has to live with three realities and I will give you them embryonic.  We will develop these in 
other ways later. 
 
First reality is this:  we sometimes feel distant from God and it is okay.  
 
Job says in Chapter 6:4, 
 

“The arrows of the Almighty are in me, my spirit drinks their poison; God’s terrors are 
marshaled against me.” 

 
So here’s Job’s experience here.  Poisonous arrows and “the poison is seeping into my system 
and terrors are being marshaled against me.  This is what I feel that is happening from God.” 
 
He says in Chapter 23:8, 
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 “If I go to the east, he is not there; if I go to the west, I do not find him. 
 

“When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; when he turns to the south, I catch no 
glimpse of him.” 

 
“So east, west, north, south, I don’t know where God is.  If you asked me to give you my 
testimony,” Job would say, “I don’t have one.” 
 
If you say, “What has God been teaching you, Job?” 
 
“Nothing.” 
 
And do you know, to feel distant from God is okay – it happens.  Job knows deep down God is 
there because he says so several times.  But spiritually, emotionally, physically, circumstantially, 
he feels totally alone even as far as God is concerned. 
 
We have a young man who came to live in our home for a number of weeks in his early 20’s.  He 
is a Christian young man.  But he went into a very dark place where he no longer could sense 
God at all in his life.  He really had believed, he really had been a believer experientially 
enjoying the presence of God, but this had all gone. 
 
He became suicidal.  I twice went looking for him with the fear that he may have taken his life.  
Once physically with some others; once I was a long way from home and he called me.  And I 
said, “Why are you calling?” 
 
He said, “I am calling to say thank-you and to say good-bye.” 
 
And I kept him on the phone while I had another phone to call somebody else to go where he 
was.  But they missed him.  He had left by the time they got there. 
 
He didn’t commit suicide but he never got over this.  There are emotional factors, psychological 
factors, spiritual factors, physical factors that all play into these things I know.  But it can happen 
and it does happen and it’s okay if you hold to that because you will come through it. 
 
Second thing:  we sometimes do not have the answers and that’s okay as well. 
 
Job’s friends bombarded him with explanations for his troubles and none of them rang true but 
he had no alternative explanation to offer them.  Of course we know what he didn’t know. 
Nobody else knew – we know in Chapter 1 behind the scenes Satan was involved in all this – 
they didn’t know that. 
 
And he says at one stage in Chapter 7:6, 
 
 “My days …come to an end without hope.” 
 
That’s how he felt at that stage – hopeless – I don’t have the answers.  I don’t even have hope. 
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But you know it’s okay to say, “I don’t know.  I can’t explain.” 
 
It’s okay to live with uncertainties, it’s okay to live with ambiguities – it could be this, could be 
that.  Don’t try and pin it down too soon; you might pin down something that isn’t true because 
in your desperation to pin it down.  Just wait, wait. 
 
And God has not finished, as He hadn’t with Job.   
 
The third thing I would say to you is this that we sometimes need to speak out our frustrations 
and it’s okay to do so.  It’s actually emotionally healthy to do so.  It is not healthy to keep them 
in.  Sometimes we make it worse by keeping them in. 
 
And Job in Chapter 7:11 says,  
 

“Therefore I will not keep silent; I will speak out in the anguish of my heart, I will 
complain in the bitterness of my soul.” 

 
“My heart is full of anguish, my soul has become bitter and I will speak it out and I will tell God 
what I think of Him and I will tell God how I am feeling and I won’t pretend everything is nice 
because it isn’t.  I will be honest with Him. 
 
And so in Chapter 7 (and I am almost through) – Chapter 7:16; this is part of his crying this stuff 
out, 
 
 “I despise my life; I will not live forever.  Let me alone; my days have no meaning. 
 

“What is man that you make so much of him, that you give him so much attention, that 
you examine him every morning and you test him every moment? 
 
“Will you never look away from me, or let me alone just for an instant? 
 
“If I have sinned, what have I done to you, O watcher of men?  Why have you made me 
your target?  Have I become a burden to you? 
 
“Why do you not pardon my offenses and forgive my sins?  For I will soon lie down in 
the dust; you will search for me, but I will be no more.” 

 
This is Job speaking out the deep anguish of his spirit, the bitterness of his soul.  Speak it out to 
God.  It will make you feel better and God can take it.  God can take it. 
 
Some of you say, “Oh no, oh no, did Charles Price speak to me like that?”  No, you connect with 
God when you are honest. 
 
I am going to finish at this point and I am going to give you some homework to do this week.  I 
have never in my life done this to you before.  I want you to read Psalm 88 when you go 
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backhome.  Just jot it down.  Don’t read it now.  It has 18 verses.  You need to read it alone.  It 
could easily have been written by Job.  It wasn’t; it was written by the sons of Korah.  It 
expresses all the frustrations I have just explained.  He finishes it by saying, 
 
 “Darkness is my closest friend.” 
 
That’s the way he finishes that psalm - Psalm 88.   
 
And then read Psalm 42 where he asks, 
 
 “Why are you downcast, O my soul?  Why so disturbed within me?   
 
 “My soul is downcast within me.” 
 
 “My tears have been my food day and night. 
 
 “Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.” 
 
It brings you to hope.  “I will yet – one day I will – because through all the darkness my hope is 
in God.” 
 
So write those two down:  Psalm 88 and Psalm 42.  Those of you watching on television:  Psalm 
88 and Psalm 42.  Write them down; read them if what we have talked about this morning 
resonates with your own heart. 
 
And remember silence is not unusual; it doesn’t mean God has forsaken you.  And one day He 
will break His silence. 
 
Let me pray.   
 
Lord, I bring before You everybody listening to my voice today.  Some of us have deep sadness 
and sorrow and grief, uncertainty, confusion, darkness.  Thank You that You are never absent 
though it may feel sometimes that You are.  And we pray our hope will be in You. 
 
 
 
  


