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James 
Part 8 

James 5: 13-18 
Pastor Charles Price 

 
 
Let me turn with you this morning to the book of James and Chapter 5.  We have been looking 
into James for a number of weeks.  This is our eighth and it will need to be our final study in the 
book of James. 
 
One of the most frustrating things about being a preacher and a pastor is deciding what to leave 
out, unless you spend a whole year in a book like this.  But I don’t think that’s fair because then 
you miss other aspects of Scripture that are important for us to look at. 
 
And I am going to miss out some of the things we will read this morning, but I want to focus in 
on what seems to me to be the important issue. 
 
So let me read from James Chapter 5 and Verse 13 where James says, 
 

“Is any of you in trouble?  He should pray.  Is anyone happy?  Let him sing songs of 
praise. 
 
“Is any one of you sick?  He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and 
anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 
 
“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him 
up.  If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 
 
“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be 
healed.  The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 
 
“Elijah was a man just like us.  He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not 
rain on the land for three and a half years. 
 
“Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.” 

 
Well I am going to stop reading there.  There are a couple of verses left to end the book, but 
there are three injunctions in Verse 13, 14, and 15 that I want to focus what I have to say this 
morning on. 
 
Three questions he asks in Verse 13:   
 
 “Is any one of you in trouble?” 
 
Now probably a lot of us would say, “Yeah, I am.” 
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And he tells us what to do. 
 
 “Is any one of you happy?” is his second question in the latter part of Verse 13.   
 
And I hope a few of you might be.  Some of you look as though you might not be.  Some of you 
might be. 
 
 “Is any of you sick?” is his third question.   
 
Maybe you wouldn’t be here if you were; you would be at home, but some of you may be feeling 
a little bit that way. 
 
And he says if you are in trouble, if you are happy, if you are sick, I have got some instructions 
to share with you. 
 
First of all then, “Is any one of you in trouble?” 
 
Trouble of course is part and parcel of life.  It is easy to talk a little bit slickly about trouble and 
wrap it all up with little answers and say this is how we should understand it, and then move on 
to the next thing. 
 
And I am very conscious of that when I was preparing this.  Some of us probably here this 
morning are experiencing bereavement.  Some of us, sickness, and maybe ongoing disability.  
Maybe some of us are experiencing trouble in our marriage or in our family life or at work, or 
issues just don’t go away that you long to go away. 
 
We all have our troubles.  We all have our heartaches.  And we don’t need simplistic 
explanations. 
 
The key to what James writes here though is he says, “Is any one of you in trouble?  He should 
pray.” 
 
A little bit earlier in Verse 10 and 11 he says, 
 

“As an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 
 
“As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered.  You have heard of Job’s 
perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about.” 

 
Now we didn’t read those verses.  We are not looking at them particularly, but he is talking there 
about suffering.  And the key words he uses are patience and perseverance – he names Job in 
particular as an example of this. 
 
Our troubles don’t just evaporate.  We pray; they don’t just disappear from the scene.  But we 
find in that situation the endurance to be patient and to persevere. 
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But a little later in Verse 16, if we pray, he says there that, 
 

“The prayer of the righteous man is powerful and effective.” 
 
Now that seems to be a key to the problem and we say well, if that’s the key – it’s the prayer of 
the righteous man that is powerful and effective - no wonder my prayers are ineffective because I 
am not righteous. What we need to do is get a sign up list of everybody in this church who thinks 
they are righteous and get them to pray for everybody else and then maybe we’ll get somewhere. 
 
But what does it mean to be righteous? 
 
Well righteousness in the New Testament does not mean perfect but what it does mean is 
forgiven.  Forgiven of our sin, and united with Christ, and so as a result (Paul talks a lot about 
this) we are clothed in His righteousness. 
 
So the person who is powerful in their prayer – a righteous man is powerful in his prayer, says 
James – is the person who is forgiven, who knows their natural state is a mess, but they have 
been forgiven, they have been united to Christ, born again of the Holy Spirit and are clothed in 
the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Well he gives an example in the next verse from the Old Testament.  He says in Verse 17, giving 
an example of Elijah, 
 

“Elijah was a man just like us.  He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not 
rain on the land for three and a half years.” 

 
So here is Elijah, a man of prayer, and he was just like us is what James says. 
 
But when you read the story of Elijah, you say, I’m not so sure he was just like us.  I mean he 
was a prophet.  In fact, he was a super-prophet, one of the few prophets in the Bible to perform 
miracles, saw a lot of miracles.   
 
He was one of the stars of the Old Testament and he appears on the Mount of Transfiguration 
with Jesus – Moses on one said, Elijah on the other.  And James, you say he was a man just like 
us; he doesn’t sound very just like us. 
 
He came on the scene in 1 Kings 17 and he came before the King Ahab and this is what he said 
to him (and this was the king whose word was law).  He said, 
 

“As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain 
in the next few years except at my word.” [1 Kings 17:1b] 

 
And there wasn’t any rain for the next few years except at his word.  This doesn’t sound like a 
man just like me.  I mean I don’t go up and say that to folks. 
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And then he went into hiding and God miraculously fed Elijah with ravens.  That doesn’t sound 
just like us, does it? 
 
And then he met a woman who was in total poverty, had only a little jar of oil left and he gave 
her that little jar and said it would never, ever run out as long as she needed oil, and it didn’t. 
 
That doesn’t sound like a man just like us. 
 
And then he finally came across a dead boy and he laid his body on the corpse of this boy and 
did it three times and the boy came to life.  That doesn’t sound like a man just like us. 
 
And his most famous thing is that he was in contest with the prophets of Baal and challenged 
them to build an altar and “if Baal is God, he will ignite the altar” and Elijah would build an altar 
and if God is God, He will ignite the altar, it will burn up. 
 
And you remember the Baal’s tried their best and cut themselves and nothing happened. 
 
Elijah said, “God here it is,” and the fire fell.  That doesn’t sound like a man just like us. 
 
And that, of course, is only part of the story because, after he had seen the prophets of Baal 
defeated, Elijah went into a dark valley of depression and said, “I, only I, am left.” 
 
Do you know why?  Because he was a man just like us. 
 
When he went and spoke boldly to King Ahab and courageously, Ahab’s wife, Jezebel, appeared 
on the scene and said she would kill Elijah.  And he was afraid and ran for his life. 
 
Do you know why?  Because Elijah was a man just like us. 
 
One moment he was courageous; the next moment he was cowardly.  Do you know why?  
Because he was a man just like us. 
 
One moment he was full of faith; the next moment he was full of failure.  Do you know why?  
He was a man just like us. 
 
And so James is saying, you know, it is absolutely true that Elijah was a man of prayer who saw 
things happen, but not because he was born with some silver spoon in his mouth, but because he 
was an ordinary man just like us, but he learned to relate everything in his life to God.  
 
And God intervened in his life, but there is nothing special intrinsically about Elijah. 
 
And so he says if you are in trouble pray, and it is the prayer of a righteous man who avails 
much, that is powerful.  But the prayer of a righteous man is the prayer of a forgiven person who, 
like every other ordinary person – Elijah is an example – gets his fits of depression, his fits of 
excitement, that he is here one day and there tomorrow and vacillates between the two.  But he is 
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saying, “God, in my depression, in my frustration, in my failure, I am just asking You to come 
into this situation.” 
 
Then, says James, see what happens – it won’t all be good, won’t all be rosy, but God will work.  
And so be patient – that’s his other word.  Be patient, patient; God is bringing something about 
even in our troubles. 
 
Now this is one of the things where I wish we could spend the whole session on this because 
there are a lot of implications to it.  But we can’t. 
 
The second thing he says is, if anyone is happy (Verse 13), 
 
 “Let him sing songs of praise.” 
 
So in times of pressure, go to God in prayer.  In times of pleasure, go to God in praise. 
 
My mother used to say when I was a kid, don’t forget to say please and thank you. 
 
Prayer is saying please; praise is saying, thank you. 
 
Praise is different to worship, as you probably realize.  Worship is acknowledging who God is; 
praise is acknowledging what God has done, and we say thank you for this, thank you for that. 
 
When life is going well, when anyone is happy, don’t take it for granted, sing songs of praise and 
put the gratitude and put the credit where it is due – give it back to God. 
 
Now again, no time for more – we could spend a session on talking about that – because I want 
to give time to the third aspect, which has been controversial within the Christian church, where 
he asks the question,  
 
 “Is one of you sick?” 
 
What do you do if your answer is yes? 
 
Let me read you again what he said.  Verse 14: 
 

“Is any of you sick?  He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint 
him with oil in the name of the Lord. 
 
“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him 
up.  If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 
 
“Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be 
healed.” 
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So here are the elders praying for somebody who is sick, anointing them with oil, praying in the 
name of the Lord, and the man is raised up. 
 
Now this question of healing has divided Christendom, especially in the last century probably 
more than in earlier centuries.  And the polarization takes place over the issue there are those 
who say God will heal you and there are those who say God won’t heal you. 
 
Those who say God can heal you – those who say God can’t heal you; those who say God does 
heal and those who say God doesn’t heal. 
 
Without going into this too long, I think both of those extremes we would understand to be 
wrong. 
 
To say God will heal is evidently not true because He doesn’t in many instances.  I will give you 
some examples in the Scripture for that in a moment. 
 
To say God won’t heal is evidently not true because He has and He does. 
 
So let me look at this statement as carefully as we can.  There are seven elements in these few 
verses.  Now I think looking at these elements one by one will help us, I think, get what I hope is 
a balanced picture. 
 
There is a sick person, number one.  There are the elders of the church. 
 
Number two, there is oil. 
 
Number three, that is anointed with. 
 
There is the prayer of faith, number four. 
 
There is the name of the Lord, which is number five. 
 
There is the confession of sin, which is number six. 
 
And there is the man being raised up, which is number seven. 
 
So I want to look at these one by one, and more time on some than the others. 
 
First of all then, we have the sick person. 
 
 “Is any one of you sick?  He should call the elders.” 
 
What kind of sickness is James referring to?  And it is evidently not a trivial illness.  It is enough 
to make him bedridden and not well enough to go to the elders, but sick enough to ask the elders 
to come to him. 
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That scenario certainly suggests to us, “Here is a man who is bedridden through his illness.” 
 
Another reason for saying he is bedridden is that he invites the elders of the church to pray over 
him.  That is an unusual term.  It doesn’t exist anywhere else in the Bible. 
 
Normally in the Bible you pray for somebody.  In this instance, they pray over them. 
 
Why?  Another evidence he is bedridden and they kind of surround the bed and they pray over 
him in that physical sense of being over him. 
 
So this seems not to be the normal aches and pains or you stubbed your toe on the way into 
church this morning and you need a bit of help.  This is something more serious and something 
that debilitates a person significantly. 
 
Secondly, the elders.  “If anyone is sick, he should call the elders of the church to pray over 
him.” 
 
Now elders does not mean “olders”; it is not a chronological term.   
 
When James wrote this letter, actually it is the first book to be written in the entire New 
Testament.  And this office of elder was extremely new. 
 
When he wrote this, Paul had just returned from his first missionary journey, and on his first 
missionary journey, he had appointed elders on his return in the churches that he had established. 
 
However the idea of elders was very familiar to the Jewish people because from Exodus on they 
had elders in the nation of Israel. 
 
Now this was then adopted into the churches, which of course had a Jewish root and base.  And 
the New Testament elders are those who lead the affairs of the church. 
 
When Paul wrote to Timothy in 1 Timothy 5:17, he refers to the “elders who direct the affairs of 
the church.” 
 
Now in the small country church I grew up in, we only had about 30, 40 people on a good day.  
And we had a few elders – can’t remember exactly how many, but basically any mature, spiritual 
male (because that was the understanding that they had about eldership); they were all lay 
people, all untrained.  They were just people who met together to pray for the congregation and 
also to talk about what we should be doing. 
 
There was no pastor or full time worker because we didn’t even know pastors existed – I didn’t 
when I was first a Christian because we never had a pastor – hardly knew they existed. 
 
It works differently in a large church – in a church like this, for instance, which of course is 
large.   
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And the category described as elders, therefore, would include those who are pastors, those who 
are – or many of those who are on the staff in some of leadership.  It would involve the board of 
the church.  It would involve, in our instance, the members of our legal incorporation, which is 
known as PMI (Peoples Ministries Inc.).   
 
And their job, amongst others, is to elect board members each year, who in turn then appoint the 
senior staff and delegate to them the daily ministries of this church, whilst they remain the 
guardians of our legal and financial obligations as well as the guardians of our spiritual function. 
 
Now that in a nutshell is how the Peoples Church is organized. 
 
But there are other people who play an eldership role – leaders of life groups, for instance, 
leaders of particular ministries, whether it is men’s ministry, women’s ministries, whether it’s 
children, whether it’s leading, they all fulfill what is included in that role that we can generally 
call as being elders. 
 
So this is calling people of spiritual maturity and spiritual experience to come and pray.  That’s 
the second element in the narrative here. 
 
The third element is that he should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him 
with oil.  The third element is oil. 
 
Now this has been seen in different ways.  Why oil?  What is the virtue of the oil? 
 
There are basically three positions held within the Christian church.  There are those who hold it 
to be sacramental, those who hold it to be medicinal, and those who hold it to be symbolic. 
 
Those who hold it to be sacramental would see some divine efficacy in the oil itself.  There are 
parts of Christendom that value sacramentalism. 
 
The bread of communion is not just bread; it becomes the body of Jesus.  The wine becomes the 
blood of Jesus.  The water in which someone is baptized becomes the means of imparting life so 
that that person becomes a child of God. 
 
And that is current within aspects of Christendom. 
 
The Roman Catholic Church who are sacramental; they take this verse to build their doctrine of 
what they call extreme unction.  I won’t ask you what extreme unction is, but I will tell you what 
it is. 
 
We know it more popularly as the “last rites.”  When someone is sick to the point of likely dying 
the priest comes and anoints him with oil, assures him his sins are forgiven and he is either 
healed or is made ready for the next life.  That’s why lies behind that. 
 
Now we are not a church that is strong on sacramentalism, for good reason. 
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So that’s one anyway.  The second is that this oil is seen as medicinal.   
 
Oil wasn’t medicine.  Certainly in James’ day, you remember the Good Samaritan who found a 
man beaten up, bleeding, dying on the side of the road?  And he went to him and it tells us that 
he bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine.  Why?  Because oil and wine had medicinal 
properties. 
 
Paul told Timothy to drink some wine because of his stomach, and therefore there was medicinal 
value in that. 
 
So instead of seeing this as being – well, it was very fundamental but very basic medicines in 
those days, but what I am saying is get the man into medical care and the oil symbolizes that. 
 
Third position is that this is symbolic.  In other words, the oil is not a substance in itself; it is 
symbolic of something else. 
 
There are many symbols used in Scripture.  Bread is a symbol of the body of Jesus; wine a 
symbol of His blood, water a symbol in baptism of cleansing and uniting to Christ. 
 
If you know your Bible very well at all and I said to you this morning, “What does oil represent 
in the Scripture?”  You would come back to me very quickly, “The Holy Spirit” because again 
and again oil is symbolic of the Holy Spirit. 
 
So priests and kings were anointed with oil in the Old Testament Scriptures, symbolic of the 
Holy Spirit being the only grounds on which they are going to be able to fulfill their calling as 
priest or king. 
 
Now my personal view on this is that is it symbolic, that there is no virtue in the oil in itself.  
You don’t have to say, “Well, which kind of oil do you use here?  Do you use olive oil?  Do you 
use engine oil?  I mean what do you do?” 
 
It’s purely symbolic.  I mean you could actually use Coca Cola and it would still be symbolic if 
that was of any use.  But don’t get worried about that.  But it’s purely symbolic. 
 
And it becomes an aid to faith.  It becomes representative that it is the Holy Spirit who you are 
looking to in this situation, and this is the symbol of that. 
 
Fourth thing – fourth element here – is that when they have anointed him with oil in the name of 
the Lord, Verse 15 says, 
 
 “And the prayer of faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up.” 
 
This is one reason why I think the oil is symbolic is because the actual power that will raise him 
up is the prayer of faith. 
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Now again a big question of course is what does this mean?  If you say the prayer of faith means 
as long as you believe it, he will be healed, then, by extension, all sickness may therefore be 
healed in this way. 
 
And there are those who believe that.  The only problem for them – and it’s a bigger problem for 
them than it is for us – is it doesn’t actually work in the way they would like it to. 
 
Anyone who will say that, as long as you believe God will heal you knows fine well it doesn’t 
happen that way, even though they probably see more people healed than the rest of us who 
don’t pray believingly. 
 
But to understand this, let me put it on the background of the healing teaching generally of the 
New Testament.   
 
There are some remarkable healings, as you know, in the New Testament.  Jesus, for instance, 
Matthew 8:16, one example, “with a word he healed all their sick.” 
 
The crowd was brought to Him and He healed them all. 
 
The disciples were sent out in Matthew 10 and told to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those 
who have leprosy, drive out demons.  And they came back and reported later, “Exactly what You 
said, happened.” 
 
Peter, in Acts, for instance, Chapter 5:15 it says, 
 

“People brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least 
Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by.” 

 
“Crowds gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those 
tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed.” 

 
This is remarkable!  This is Peter’s shadow falling on people.  He didn’t have much to do at mid-
day, but late afternoon, early evening he had a brilliant ministry!  Just walk down the street and 
the shadow goes, you know, twelve feet. 
 
That’s what it says – remarkable! 
 
Paul had an extraordinary miracle experience too in Acts 19 [vs.11] in Ephesus.  It says, 
 

“God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even handkerchiefs and aprons 
that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil 
spirits left them.” 

 
Remarkable!  Taking handkerchiefs from Paul and touching the sick.  If you took my 
handkerchief, you would make them sick – the reverse effect! 
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But here the people healed.  This is remarkable. 
 
But there are many cases of people not being healed too, just at a glance.  We know, for instance, 
Jesus did not heal everyone, though He could have done.   Sometimes He did, but when He went 
to the Pool of Bethesda, He singled out one man, and there were lots of people at the Pool of 
Bethesda.  The others remained unhealed. 
 
Paul writes about himself in Galatians 4 [vs. 13], 
 
 “As you know, it was because of an illness that I first preached the gospel to you. 
 
 “Even though my illness was a trial to you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn.” 
 
“So I ended up in Galatia because I was sick and I was so sick it was a trial to you,” he says. 
 
He didn’t pull out his own hankie, “Oh let me see if this will do it.” 
 
I mean he was sick – it wasn’t just one day he was sick.  It was a trial, a burden to the people.  
We don’t know what it was because he doesn’t tell us, but it was possibly his eyesight because 
the next verse he says,  
 

“I can testify that, if you could have done so, you would have torn out your eyes and 
given them to me.” 

 
So it looks very likely that his problem had to do with his eyes.  Maybe he was getting 
increasingly blind, as there is other evidence of that in Paul. 
 
But some of his team got sick as well.  Epaphroditus, in Philippians 2, Paul writes in Verse 26, 
 
 “He longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill. 
 
 “Indeed he was ill, and almost died.” 
 
Now this wasn’t some passing little cold; it was life-threatening and he almost died. 
 
Another of Paul’s team, Trophimus, 2 Timothy 4 [vs. 19],  
 
 “I left Trophimus sick in Miletus.” 
 
“I had to leave him behind because he was sick.”   
 
Paul said to Timothy in 1 Timothy 5:23, 
 

“Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach and your 
frequent illnesses.” 
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So Timothy had a stomach problem – Timothy’s tummy, Timmy’s tummy.  But not just that – he 
says, “your frequent illnesses.”  He was of a frail constitution obviously.  “Timothy, you are 
always getting sick.  Take some good medicine.  Drink wine.  Make sure no one is looking, but 
drink it.” 
 
I am showing you this, and Paul himself, by the way, had his thorn in the flesh, a messenger of 
Satan.  It doesn’t tell us what it is except it debilitated him enormously.  “And I pleaded with 
God three times, ‘Take it away’ and God said, ‘No.  I have a vested interest in keeping you in 
this difficult position because My strength is made perfect in your weakness.’” 
 
So, many were healed in the Bible; many were equally not healed in the Bible.  And even those 
who were used to perform miracles, like Paul, did not themselves always become the recipients 
of miraculous healing. 
 
So how do we understand this?  It’s a basic rule of thumb to say Scripture always means what it 
says.  It does.  We don’t pass over a verse and say, “I don’t like this verse; I’ll stick it out 
somewhere.” 
 
The question then always is what exactly does it say?   
 
And I think the next element is a key phrase in this.  Let me read you Verse 14 again. 
 

“He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the 
name of the Lord. 
 
“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him 
up.” 

 
Now here’s a key – it’s not just passing – I think it’s the key.  You anoint him with oil in the 
name of the Lord and then you pray in faith. 
 
What does it mean to say, “in the name of the Lord?” 
 
It’s a very familiar thing to us – we pray in the name of Jesus.  Most of us finish our prayers with 
that kind of phrase. 
 
What it actually means, to pray in the name of the Lord, is we pray under the authority of the 
Lord and in the will of the Lord. 
 
I will show you where those two things are contained here. 
 
Under His authority and in accordance with His will.   
 
Jesus made some remarkable promises about praying in His name.   
 
Matthew 18:19, 
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“I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for 
you by my Father in heaven. 
 
“For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.” 

 
What does that mean? 
 
John 14:13: 
 

“And I will do whatever you ask in my name,”- whatever you ask in my name - “so that 
the Son may bring glory to the Father.” 

 
John 14:14: 
 
 “You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” 
 
John 15:16: 
 
 “The Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.” 
 
John 16:23: 
 
 “I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.   
 

“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.  Ask and you will receive, and 
your joy will be complete.” 

 
These are fairly emphatic statements.  If you are praying in the name of Jesus, I will do it, said 
Jesus. 
 
Now this isn’t just a formula for getting effective prayer.  “In His name” has some meaning.  It 
means, as I just said, under His authority and according to His will. 
 
Let me illustrate this.  Occasionally I get a letter in the mail that asks me for a specific amount of 
money.  And I don’t like letters like that, but I always send it.  I send the money they have asked 
me for. 
 
The reason is not because I am generous but because on the top of the envelope it says, 
“Canadian Revenue Agency.” 
 
Some years they send me money too, by the way, which is nicer.  And this letter is saying, “in 
the name of the government of Canada and the authority of the government, I am not asking you 
to give this money; I am telling you.” 
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Now if you wrote to me a letter asking me for money, I probably wouldn’t give you any, so don’t 
try, because your letter would have no authority.  You are simply appealing to my kindness 
(which I hope I have a bit of). 
 
If you wrote on top of the letter, “Canadian Revenue Agency”, you know, to beef it up a bit, you 
would be taking their name in vain, and that would be a criminal act.  You cannot send letters 
headed “Canadian Revenue Agency; you owe me $2000.00.”  That’s a criminal act. 
 
Therefore, alongside “Ask in My name and I will do whatever you ask” is the prohibition “Do 
not take the Lord’s name in vain.”  It’s a criminal act equivalent. 
 
That of course is one of the Ten Commandments.   
 
So therefore what it means is that to pray in His name is not because we have initiated this and 
we are hoping God will conform, but the complete reverse.  God has initiated this and we are 
conforming.  It is in His name – not in our name, not in the name of the church – it’s in His 
name.  This is under His authority, this is according to His will; this is because He told us to do 
it.   
 
And to ask in His name is to ask in His will.  Those two things come together.  John in 1 John 
5:14 says, 
 

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God:  that if we ask anything according 
to his will, he hears us.” 

 
There are similar statements earlier.  If we ask anything in His name, He hears us.  Here he says, 
“according to His will” because they are interchangeable. 
 
When we know His will, we can come with confidence and say, “In His name I know.” 
 
There are things we read in the Scripture we know are the will of God.  We can pray in the name 
of Jesus.  Why?  Because “You said it.” 
 
We can’t take verses out of context.  I’ve heard that many times.  And here’s an obscure in the 
Old Testament somewhere and we apply it to some present situation and we say, “I am praying 
this is in the name of Jesus, you know, because this is what He said,” you know God will lean 
out of heaven and say, “That is not what I said.” 
 
So we have to be sure what is it that he said? 
 
And then He leads us subjectively too.  He gives a sense of conviction.  But we are subject to the 
will of God. 
 
Now I know those who feel that if you pray, “If it’s Your will” that’s a kind of cop-out. 
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I remember some years ago I was visiting a hospital where there were two or three other people 
and we prayed for a lady who I knew who was sick.  And I prayed that God would heal her and 
raise her up, if it was His will. 
 
On the way out to the parking lot, one of the other people in the group said to me, “That was not 
a prayer of faith you prayed this afternoon.” 
 
And I said, “Why do you say that?” 
 
“Because you prayed that God would heal her if it is His will.” 
 
I said, “Well, what’s the problem with that?” 
 
She said, “Well, if she is not healed, you will say it’s not the will of God.” 
 
And I said, “Correct.” 
 
She said, “No, that is not praying in faith.  Praying in faith is saying you will be healed without 
any doubt about the outcome in your mind.” 
 
Well if you have had some revelation of that, you can be so, you can do that.  But actually it is 
not a lack of faith to pray, “If it’s Your will”; it is actually faith.   
 
It is saying, “God, I have got my perspective, I have my ideas, I have my preferences but I trust 
You to know exactly what You are doing, so Your will be done.” 
 
We need to be careful of insisting our own way with God because earlier in this passage James 
4:3, in the previous chapter he says, 
 

“When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may 
spend what you get on your pleasures.” 

 
So he is just talking in the last chapter, you pray and nothing happens; you don’t get anything 
and the reason is this:  you are interested in what you want; you want it for your pleasures. 
 
So now in the next chapter he says if you pray something will happen, why?  Because the whole 
basis of the prayer is changed.  It is not, “Lord this is what I want”; it’s okay to say this is what I 
want, but subjected to His will. 
 
But now in Chapter 5 he say things will happen if it’s in His name because He has already – it is 
His agenda; it is not your agenda now and He’s already revealed this to you. 
 
We need to be very careful on insisting our own way with God because He might give it and that 
could be the worst thing that ever happened to you. 
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There’s a man in the Old Testament, very quickly.  His name was King Hezekiah.  Remember 
him?  And he was a good king of Judah after a succession of bad kings.  And he brought the 
nation back to God in a wonderful way. 
 
And one day he was in bed, ill, and Isaiah the prophet came to him and said, “God has given me 
a word for you.” 
 
And Hezekiah said, “What is that?” 
 
“You are going to die.  Put your house in order, stay in bed and die.” 
 
Well that’s wasn’t a very nice message.  Hezekiah was 39 years of age at the time.  And he 
turned with his face to the wall and he prayed and said, “God, please don’t let me die.  I’m too 
young to die.  I’ve only half done the job I came here to do as the king of Judah.  Please heal me.  
Please restore me.” 
 
Isaiah was on his way home and he got outside the palace courtyard when God said, “Go back.” 
 
So he went back, went back into the palace, back to Hezekiah’s room and said, “God has given 
me another message for you.” 
 
“What is it this time?” 
 
“He heard your prayer.  He is going to heal you.  He is going to give you 15 years more.” 
 
And Hezekiah thought, “Fantastic!  Prayer works eh?  I’ve been given 15 more years.” 
 
And he had 15 good years.  He continued the good things that he was doing.  But at the end of 15 
years, when he was 54 years of age he went back to bed and he died right on schedule. 
 
The next verse says this – you can read it in 2 Kings 20:21: 
 
 “Hezekiah rested with his fathers.  And Manasseh his son succeeded him as king.” 
 
Manasseh stayed on the throne for the next 55 years.  He became one of the most evil kings in 
Judah.  He built idols to Baal and Asherah poles, which his father had stripped down.  He took 
his guidance from astrology.  He consulted mediums and spirits.   
 
He even held his own son over a pagan altar and slit the boy’s throat offering the blood of his son 
to a pagan god.  He became a psychopath.  He filled Jerusalem with innocent blood. 
 
This is the son of Hezekiah.  But here’s an interesting verse.  When Manasseh became king, it 
says in 2 Kings 21, 
 
 “Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king.” 
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Ah.  Do some arithmetic.  If Hezekiah died 15 years too late, and left behind a twelve year old 
son, what does that tell you about Manasseh?  He should never have been. 
 
It was God who said, “You are going to die.” 
 
And when Hezekiah pleaded, “Okay.” 
 
Why?  Because this will avert this tragedy and disaster that was going to follow. 
 
It says about the Israelites, “God gave them what they asked for but sent leanness to their soul.” 
 
When I was in my early teens there was a man in our area who was extremely sick with 
leukemia.  And our church gathered together one night, brought him in on an evening and prayed 
for him, anointed him with oil and prayed that God would heal him. 
 
And before we prayed, he said, “I want to say something.  I appreciate so much the fact that you 
all want to pray for me and you are praying for me, but I just wanted to say this:  there is a verse 
that troubles me in the Scripture that says in Psalm 106, ‘God gave them their request but sent 
leanness to their soul.’” 
 
He said, “I don’t want to bring leanness to my soul or anybody else’s soul by living.  So I want 
you to subject your praying to the will of God alone. 
 
I was very, very challenged by that as a young man.  That surely is what James is saying here, 
that the prayer of faith, in the name of the Lord – that is, under the authority of the Lord – will 
raise the person up. 
 
And the prayer of faith may have to be, “if it’s Your will in the name of the Lord,” because He 
hasn’t shown it to you, you are not clear about that. 
 
So these two things are married together – the prayer of faith, which is absolute confidence in the 
Lord’s ability, and in His name, which is absolute conformity to the Lord’s will. 
 
“I know You can; I may not know You will, but if You will, You will, because I know You can.” 
 
That’s the combination of those two things. 
 
And then confessing sin; we won’t talk about that, which is the next thing, confess the sin, you 
know, bring your body and your soul together and get your soul right as well. 
 
And then he says the Lord will raise him up. 
 

“The prayer offered in faith,” in Verse 15, “will make the sick person well; the Lord will 
raise him up.” 

 
There are two ways to read that. 
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First is simply that he is made well and he is made healthy again.  And I can tell you anecdotal 
stories of people who have been prayed for in this way and they have been made well.  So that’s 
one option. 
 
Again, I have known people who prayed this way who have not been made well, so, in 
accordance with the will of God. 
 
You say, what does Peoples Church do about this in this regard?  We do anoint with oil and in 
fact, Pastor Jim Chan, who leads our visitation ministry, frequently, on the request of the person 
he is dealing with, whether it is in hospital or in their home, they are extremely sick, will anoint 
them with oil in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and pray, praying knowing 
God can and trusting that He will do what He will, that is His will. 
 
And Jim has testimony of people who have been, to all intents and purposes been healed.  Of 
course medicine is not an exact science.  All kinds of factors go on in somebody surviving 
something, but appear to be healed. 
 
And he has also known people accept Christ and be converted at that same time. 
 
So that’s one way to read that “he will be raised up.”  That’s the obvious physical way. 
 
John Stott points out a very interesting thing, that this term “he will be raised up” is used 
elsewhere in the New Testament, but only when speaking of the resurrection, “be raised up.” 
 
And so he suggests that this could mean that this man, on his deathbed, is getting right with God, 
he is confessing his sins and he is going to be raised up at the resurrection. 
 
One doesn’t exclude the other.  God may heal a person physically but they will one day be 
healed fully. 
 
And that’s why, going back to the early part of this chapter – be patient, persevere, because this 
life is not what it is all about, this world is not just our home, we are passing through.  There is a 
better, a fuller, a greater day to come.  All our tears will be wiped away.  All our ailments will be 
over.  All our sickness will have gone.  All our feeble bodies will have been replaced with a new 
body. 
 
In the meantime let’s pray in the name of the Lord.  God may heal.  But let’s cling to that eternal 
fact:  to be absent from the body is to be in the best position you have ever been, and this could 
include a reference to that. 
 
So the overall section is this:  if you are in trouble, pray.  If you are happy, praise.  If you are 
sick, call the elders to pray, anoint with oil and to pray in the name of the Lord, and the prayer of 
faith will raise him up.  And don’t forget to confess your sins, he is saying as well. 
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Well that’s an invitation to all of us to do business with God, when we are in trouble, when we 
are happy, when we are sick, to do business with God and bring Him in with all His resources 
and strength and power, and persevere, be patient.  The big picture is not about today; other 
things are being worked out as well in our lives. 
 
Let’s pray together. 
 
Lord Jesus, we thank You this morning for Your Word, for its truth, for its power.  Thank You 
for the Holy Spirit who, having inspired Your Word, is the key person in implementing it by 
both teaching us its truth, leading us in its path, and empowering us for its fruit. 
 
And we pray, Lord Jesus, that we will, whatever our circumstances, keep our eyes firmly fixed 
upon Jesus, we will trust You for whatever You want to allow to happen in our lives, whatever 
end result You are bringing about.  The perseverance of Job, as James speaks, deliver us from 
any impatience that says, “let’s get this over with” and trust you that there is a big picture that 
You know. 
 
I commit to You any who are suffering here this morning, any who have shed tears this week 
because of things in their lives that have gone wrong, grief over a child maybe, grief over a 
parent, grief over other people’s situations that seem so unfair. 
 
We pray, Lord, You will help us to come close to You in prayer and trust.  And while it is has 
been a good week, help us not to forget to say thank You. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


