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James 
Part 2 

Pastor Charles Price 
 
 
Well it’s a beautiful spring day today; doesn’t it make you feel good and wish you were 
somewhere else?  But certainly it has been a while coming. 
 
If you have got your Bible I am going to read to you from the Book of James Chapter 1 and I am 
going to read Verse 12 to Verse 15.   
 
But when I have read that, keep your Bible open because I want to look at those verses, and then 
also we will look at some later verses in that chapter if we have time. 
 
So let’s read James 1:12: 
 

“Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he 
will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. 
 
“When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’  For God cannot be tempted 
by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, 
he is dragged away and enticed. 
 
“Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
gives birth to death. 
 

 “Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers.” 
 
That is as far as I will read for now. 
 
We began a couple of weeks ago looking into the Book of James, one of the most practical books 
in the New Testament.  And we have given it the overall title “Just Do It.”  Because the key, 
probably key verse in this whole book, is in Chapter 1:22: 
 
 “Do not merely listen to the word and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” 
 
There is no bigger deception than thinking that because I know it, I experience it. 
 
And James is addressing that deception and calling for a practical response and involvement in 
the things that the Word of God will speak to us. 
 
And today I want to talk about what to do in temptation. 
 
That should require full attention because all of us know what it is to be tempted.  It is the 
common lot of every person, of every Christian.  It is an issue we all face. 
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It was Oscar Wilde who quipped, “I can resist anything but temptation.” 
 
Well, maybe.  But it’s not all gloom because in Verse 12; I will read you what the King James 
Bible says in Verse 12.  It says, 
 

“Blessed is the man that endures temptation; for when he is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those that love him.” 

 
So, blessed is the man that endures temptation. 
 
The NIV, which I read from earlier, says, 
 
 “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial.” 
 
Now why does one use the word temptation, one use the word trial?   
 
The answer is it is the same word in the Greek language in which this was first written.  It is the 
word peirasmos and it translates either as ‘trial,’ or the same word translates as ‘temptations.’ 
 
Usually when it is translated ‘trial’ it is a noun.  When it is translated ‘temptation,’ it is a verb. 
 
Trials are usually external issues that we face.  Temptations are internal issues that we face. 
 
Now when he writes about trials, their object is to strengthen us – that’s their object.  So earlier 
in Verse 2 of Chapter 1: 
 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 
 
“Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete.” 

 
So here’s the benefit of trials and also the benefit of temptations:  it enables you to persevere, it 
enables you mature, it enables you to become complete, not lacking anything, is what James says 
here. 
 
We talked about that aspect in particular last week.   
 
If the object of a trial is to strengthen us, the object of a temptation is to weaken us.   
 
Verse 15 says, 
 
 “It gives birth to sin, which in turn gives birth to death.” 
 
But what we need to recognize is that the very thing that would destroy us is actually the same 
thing that builds us and perfects us and matures us.   
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That’s why a temptation-free life is not only not possible; it is not actually healthy because it is 
in the battle that we face that we grow, we strengthen and we mature. 
 
Now in Verses 13, 14 and 15 James identifies four stages in temptation and sin. 
 
He says in Verse 14, 
 
 “Each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.” 
 
That’s the first stage. 
 

“Then, after desire has conceived…” 
 
That’s the second stage; this desire is conceived (and we will talk about what that means); after it 
is conceived (second stage),  
 

‘…it gives birth to sin (the third stage)  
 
“…and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death” (that’s the fourth stage). 

 
So there is desire, which is conceived, which gives birth, which leads to death. 
 
Let’s look at that sequence. 
 
First of all, it begins with desire.  Then Verse 14,  
 

“Each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.” 
 
Notice the stress on his own evil desire. 
 
We are prone to look outside of ourselves to find the cause of our sin.  We can blame God for 
our sin, for example, because in Verse 13 he says, 
 

“When tempted, no one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’  For God cannot be tempted 
by evil, nor does he tempt anyone.” 

 
Well, why would we blame God for our sin? 
 
Well we do so by implication.  When we say of our sin, “This is the way I am – can’t do much 
about it; it’s the way I am.  This is the way I was made.  I have no control over this in my life.  It 
happens to be my personality.  It happens to be my temperament.  It is my inbuilt weakness; I 
have never been able to deal with this.” 
 
And by implication, when we speak in those terms, we are blaming God who created us and 
seeing ourselves as the unfortunate victim of circumstances. 
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So we can blame God for our sin.  We can blame the devil for our sin (that’s a very common 
one, of course). 
 
But James is clear here in Verse 14, 
 
 “Each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.” 
 
Now of course the devil is active.  Go to James 4:7; he tells us, 
 
 “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 
 
So there is a devil.  He is active.  He is attacking.  He is seeking to pull us down.  But that’s not 
the real problem that we have with our sin.  The real problem is it comes from our own desires. 
 
If the devil died tonight, you and I would sin tomorrow.  We would certainly be pulled in the 
direction of sin tomorrow.  Sin is mainly an inside job.  It doesn’t come from outside; it is 
something within ourselves. 
 
Thirdly, we can blame other people for our sin.  That’s quite a popular one these days.  We can 
blame our parents.  We can blame our upbringing.  We can blame our experiences.  We can 
blame our wives.  We can blame our husbands.  We can blame our environment.  If they were 
different, if this was different, if that was different, I would be okay.  But it’s their fault, that 
fault.  It’s a very common thing. 
 
It’s not new, of course.  It’s been that way since the Garden of Eden.  Do you remember in the 
Garden of Eden when God said, “You can eat of any tree except the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, for the day you eat of that tree, that day you will die”? 
 
And you remember the Eve and Adam together ate of that tree.  And God came to Adam in 
Genesis 3:11 and said to him this, 
 
 “Have you eaten from that tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 
 
Straightforward question; yes or no answer. 
 
Here’s his answer: 
 

“The man said, ‘The woman you put here with me – she gave me some fruit from the 
tree, and I ate it.” 

 
Nice one, Adam. 
 
“The woman, if it wasn’t for the woman, I would never have done this.  It’s not my fault.” 
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Not only that; he says, “The woman You put here with me.  You were partly to blame, God.  If 
You hadn’t given me this dratted woman I would never have done this.  But it was the woman 
and You put her here in the first place.” 
 
Then God turned to the woman in Genesis 3:13: 
 
 “The LORD God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ 
 
 “The woman said, ‘The serpent deceived me, and I ate.’” 
 
Another nice one.  “It was the serpent; it was the devil.” 
 
That’s a very convenient excuse isn’t it?  The devil got me, the devil made me do it, the devil got 
a real victory today, you know, it’s his fault. 
 
These are all variations on the same theme, “I am not responsible.” 
 
Now let’s just for a moment say this.  There is some truth in these contributing factors that come 
into our lives from various sources. 
 
There is some truth in Adam saying, “She gave me to eat” and blaming Eve – some truth in that.  
 
There is some truth in the woman saying, “The serpent; if he hadn’t come along, no I wouldn’t 
have been exposed to this temptation.”  There is some truth in that. 
 
It is true that our family background can leave us vulnerable in certain areas, leave us with 
something broken.  It is true our spouse might even have broken something in us.  Our 
circumstances, our history, may contribute to our areas of vulnerability and weakness.   
 
But we alone must take responsibility for what we do in the light of all of that.  And James puts 
the responsibility fairly and squarely,  
 

“Each one is tempted when, by his own desire, he is dragged away and enticed.” 
 
I am responsible. 
 
And the beginning of dealing with temptation is taking full personal responsibility for what you 
do.  There is no other way to deal with this. 
 
Now the Scripture tells us that the human heart has been corrupted.  People use different names; 
different names appear in Scripture.   
 
We talk about the fallen nature, about our sinful nature, about our old nature.  We talk about 
indwelling sin. We talk about the law of sin.  We talk about the flesh.  Well, call it what you will; 
what is true is there is a principle within us that is self-seeking, self-centered and we will be self-
indulgent.  It is our own desires. 
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And if those desires are not reined in, if we do not learn to deny what we want, then we are going 
to be in a constant losing battle all the way through life. 
 
That’s why as parents we must teach our children not to be self-indulgent.  We need to teach our 
children they cannot have everything they want when they want it.  They cannot do everything 
they want to do. 
 
This in itself is so important helping them to deal with this self-indulgent nature that we have.  
And if we don’t rein them in we are creating awful problems for them when they grow up. 
 
I had a friend in England who was a lawyer and I remember him saying one day he was working 
on behalf of a girl who had gotten into trouble and was brought before the law courts.  And he 
told me her parents had said to him, “We don’t know what we have done wrong.  We have 
always given her everything she wanted.” 
 
Well of course that’s exactly what they had done that was wrong because she now wanted 
something that was illegal, illicit, and she felt the right to it and was in big trouble. 
 
Now let me say something about the fact that we are inclined to think that good people are not 
tempted in the way that the rest of us are.   
 
I certainly used to think when I was a young Christian that older Christians, people who had been 
down the road a long time, people who had lots of experience, were not tempted in the way that I 
knew I was. 
 
But I have since discovered that the reverse is actually true.  The only people who know the full 
force and power of temptation are those who have resisted it, and in resisting it, realize how 
strong and how powerful it can be. 
 
We never know how strong temptation is until we try to fight it and then we discover it is strong. 
 
C.S. Lewis says, and I seem to be quoting him often lately; that’s because somebody gave me a 
book of quotes by C.S. Lewis for Christmas and it’s got a good index and on almost any subject 
he said something sometime somewhere about something.   
 
But here’s a good one from him; C.S. Lewis says you can live a very sheltered life by giving in 
to temptation all the time.  You never grow spiritual muscle that way. 
 
A sheltered life – you give in.  You hide it of course; you protect yourself.  We know about that; 
I know about that. 
 
You know I never used to take much comfort in the fact the New Testament says that Jesus was 
tempted just like we are.  I found that hard to even believe, let alone take comfort from. 
 
So you have got verses like Hebrews 2:18, 
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“Because Jesus himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are 
being tempted.” 

 
Really? 
 
Hebrews 4:15: 
 

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet without sin.” 

 
And I thought, well, you know, tempted in every way such as we are, yet without sin.  It is very 
hard to believe that was real temptation the way it is for me because He was the Son of God after 
all; He was perfect after all, and I’m not.  I am broken, I am corrupt, I have a sin nature and all 
the rest of it. 
 
It was only about a month or two ago when I was preparing to speak at our men’s retreat on the 
temptations of Jesus (which was going to be part of the teaching of that weekend) that I suddenly 
realized something I had never even thought about before. 
 
And it’s this:  that because Jesus was the only man who never yielded to temptation, He was the 
only man who knew the full extent of its power because He held against it all the time. 
 
You see when it gets strong my problem is I give in. 
 
As C.S. Lewis said, that’s living a sheltered life.  Give in and the pressure’s off. 
 
Jesus withstood those temptations right to the very end.  And that’s why the writer of Hebrews 
says He understands, He sympathizes and He is able to help is what the writer says. 
 
Ultimately sin is a choice.  It is not a choice you make usually in the moment of temptation.  It is 
a choice you have made before the temptation ever came to you.  It is our disposition if you like. 
 
I want to give you an illustration and hope this will help.  I want to suggest two scenarios that 
take place after this service. 
 
You go out into the parking lot. It’s a beautiful sunny morning.  You are in a very good mood 
because of it.  And as you walk to your car, you discover somebody has dropped a $100 bill on 
the ground.  You look down and you say, “Somebody has dropped a $100 bill.”   
 
And you look around to see who else is there.  And nobody is there and with a movement so 
swift it would impress any conjuror, your hand is around the note and the note is in your pocket.   
 
And you go to your car, you get in, you drive away and you think of all the things you can do 
with the $100 note that somebody dropped.  Their fault – we will never find out who it is 
anyway. 
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That’s scenario number 1. 
 
Scenario number 2 is that you go out to the car.  It’s the same beautiful sunny morning.  You are 
in the same good mood because of it.  And as you walk to your car you see a beautiful crisp $100 
note on the ground. 
 
You look down at this note and you look around you and you say, “Somebody has dropped a 
$100 note and there is nobody around me so it won’t be anybody who is here close to me right 
now.”   
 
So you pick it up and you come back into the foyer and you say, “Has anybody dropped a $100 
note?  If you have, come and get it from me.”  And then immediately a line forms in front of you 
and then you have got to discern who is lying and who is not. 
 
What is the difference in the two scenarios? 
 
Same $100 note, same sunny weather outside, same parking lot, same opportunity.  What’s the 
difference? 
 
The heart of the person is the difference.   
 
Number 2 has already made a decision in advance, “I will not steal.” 
 
That’s his decision made in advance, so when he faces an opportunity and nobody is around, he 
can pick it up, slip it in his pocket.  The decision is already made.  “I don’t do that.”  He doesn’t 
even think about it because the decision is made. 
 
Scenario Number 1;  that person has a conscience; that’s why they look around and do the 
swiftest move you can imagine to pick it up and stick it in their pocket because they have got a 
conscience.  But they have never made up their mind, “I do not steal.” 
 
And so every time they face the opportunity they have got to fight the battle again, and usually 
they lose it, because our mind is to be made up in advance. 
 
If you decide I will not steal, then when the opportunity presents itself, the issue is already dealt 
with; it’s already dealt with. 
 
If you make up your mind, “I will not commit adultery,” if the opportunity presents itself, you 
have already dealt with it.  You have already made up your mind. 
 
In the Book of Job, Job 31:1, Job made a statement that says, 
 
 “I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a girl.” 
 
That’s a covenant I made with my eyes, says Job. 
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And so a few verses later in Chapter 31:9 he says, 
 
 “My heart has not been enticed by a woman.” 
 
Not even been enticed.  Not because Job is a sexless man but because he has already made a 
covenant with his eyes, he has made a decision, “I will not commit adultery, so when an 
opportunity may present itself I am not even enticed by it.” 
 
It’s what I would call pre-emptive repentance – not repentance after the event, but pre-emptive 
repentance before the event ever takes place. 
 
If you make the decision, “I will not look at pornography,” when the opportunity arises, it is 
already dealt with.  You don’t have to sit and battle, “do I, don’t I, do I, don’t I” if you have 
already made the decision, if the decision is already part of your thinking. 
 
If you have made the decision not to be unkind when the opportunity arises, you have already 
dealt with this.   
 
But if you have not already made up your mind, you will have to fight the battle every time.  You 
will probably lose.  You will probably say, “I will never do it again.”  But actually you do 
because you have not made up your mind. 
 
The battle with temptation is fought in the will, not just in the mind.  The mind has to inform the 
will.  The mind says, “This is the situation – right, wrong, good, bad.”  The will then decides 
“what do I do?”  And because our will is not made up we fail. 
 
Psalm 19:13 David says, 
 
 “Keep your servant from willful sins; may they not rule over me.” 
 
Keep me from sins I have not already made up my mind about because if You don’t they will 
rule over me, they will rule – they will rule and dominate. 
 
Now when a person comes to Christ some fundamental changes take place within them. 
 
Here are some statements in the New Testament: 
 

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”  
 
[2 Corinthians 5:17] 
 
There is a whole influx of something new and fresh and new appetites, new desires. 
 
Here’s another verse:  Paul writes, 
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 “God works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.” [Phil.2:13] 
 
He puts within you the desire for His good purposes. 
 
Jesus talks about a hunger and a thirst for righteousness that is placed in the heart of the person 
who has become regenerate.  The Spirit of God is within them. 
 
And there are many, many more verses. And many of you know a dramatic change when you 
became a Christian, especially if you came from a background where there was little Christian 
involvement or you hadn’t been exposed to the Gospel and then suddenly you are and you are 
born again of the Holy Spirit and you completely change because God does something within 
you. 
 
So why do we still sin?  Because we feed the old nature.  The Spirit fights against the flesh, the 
Scripture tells you.   
 
When the Spirit of God comes to live within us, He declares war and fights against the flesh and 
fights against that old nature.   
 
But if we feed it – if you will sit down and work out very quickly “what will I do with the 
$100?” you will take it. 
 
And probably covetousness – one the Ten Commandments; you shall not covet, which is greed, 
wanting what is not mine – it’s a huge battle.  And we feed all these things in our society. 
 
I was at the gas station and usually get stuck behind somebody who is buying lottery cards you 
know.  And I was there one day and I got in a conversation with the guy who was paying, I think 
it was about $10 worth of lottery tickets.  And I said to him, “How much do you win?” 
 
And he said, “Ah, not very much yet.” 
 
I said, “How much did you spend?” 
 
He said, “About $10 every week.” 
 
I said, “You know, I win about, on average, $520 a year in net gain on lottery tickets.” 
 
He said, “Really? What is your secret?” 
 
I said, “I don’t buy one.  So your $10 that you spend; I keep that.  I have got $520 more than you 
have.” 
 
But you see, what makes us think of this?  It’s greed, it’s that self-indulgence. 
 
I know things can become deeply imbedded.  I know things can become addictive within us.   
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Paul, in Galatians 6:1 said, 
 
 “Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin…” 
 
The King James says, 
 
 “If someone is overcome in a fault…” 
 

“…you who are spiritual should restore him gently.  But watch yourself, or you also may 
be tempted. 
 
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 

 
There are those who are overcome in a fault; for whatever reason they seem totally powerless in 
the face of certain temptations.  Just to say, “well make your mind up” isn’t enough because it is 
addictive. 
 
Now he says, in that case, those of you who are spiritual (by the way, he doesn’t mean those of 
you with halos on your head; he means those of you who battle through this yourself) restore 
them gently. 
 
Understand this is a real battle.  Understand they have fallen into a real trap.  Gently come 
alongside.  That’s why we need one another so that we can be open and honest and transparent.   
 
If you are looking for a scapegoat or someone to tell you there’s a reason outside of yourself that 
you do this, you are not going to get anywhere. 
 
But for those who empathize and sympathize and come alongside, we need to be that to each 
other.   
 
And if we find ourselves overcome, it is extremely wise to take somebody into your confidence 
and say, “this thing has become such a bad habit, I can’t even deal with it.  Would you help me?” 
 
And accountability is a big motive, by the way, for staying clean. 
 
That was the first of four stages, and that was the longest.  We will just be quick with the others.   
 
He says, 
 
 “Each one is tempted when, by his own… desire, he is dragged away and enticed. 
 
 “Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin.” 
 
He talks here about desire being conceived.  That is, if you lose the battle at the first hurdle it 
will imbed itself within you and become an even bigger battle because now this thing is 
imbedded. 
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You see the $100 and you have left your options open; you are going to fail.  You close the 
options; you are not. 
 
But the battle is fought internally, this idea of being conceived within us. 
 
Jesus addressed that, you remember, when He talked in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 
Chapter 5 when He said to the people, “Have you heard it said, ‘You must not murder?’” 
 
They probably said to each other, “Yes, we have heard it.  That’s a good law and, you know, I’ve 
never done that.” 
 
“I say to you,” said Jesus “if you are angry with your brother, even though you would never put a 
knife into his back, you would never put a bullet between his eyes, you are already guilty of 
murder.” 
 
They probably said, “What are You talking about?” 
 
And He said, “Have you heard it said, ‘You must not commit adultery?’” 
 
“Yah, we have heard that one.” 
 
“I say to you,” said Jesus “if you look at  woman and you lust after her even though you do not 
know her name, even though you do not know where she lives, even though you would never 
have the courage to go and knock on her door, you are already guilty of adultery.” 
 
What was He saying?   
 
He was saying what you do is only incidental because what you do derives from what you are, 
what is going on inside your heart.  Seeds produce predictable fruit.   
 
And He was saying that the place to deal with that is in the heart.  And if you do not battle with 
our natural desires, have not already come to terms with how we respond to them, then it 
becomes conceived, it becomes imbedded deeply in your heart. 
 
Years ago when I was in my teens actually, I memorized a verse in 1 Corinthians 10:13 and it 
says this: 
 

“No temptation has taken you that is not common to man.  But God is faithful and will 
not let you be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
provide a way of escape.” 

 
And I still remember it now after many, many, many years.  I memorized that because we were 
in a group where they were saying, “Let’s memorize some good verses and this is one of the 
good ones” but I find it hard to really say, “Yah this is true.” 
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I will give you a brief outline of that verse if you like.  Temptation is common to man.  That’s 
what Paul says. I used to think that there were temptations that I faced that were not common.  I 
didn’t think anybody else faced them – certainly people didn’t look as if they were facing them.  
I thought I had invented some of them.  But I hadn’t done so. 
 
There is no temptation that has taken us that is not common to man. Throughout this building 
this morning temptations are common. 
 
Second thing; temptation is controlled by God because he says, 
 
 “He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.” 
 
God is faithful.  There was a time I didn’t believe that because it seemed too strong, they seemed 
too insistent.   
 
But what I had omitted to do was to read the rest of the verse properly because the third point is 
temptation is conqueror-able by you.  When you are tempted he says, “He will also provide a 
way out so that you can stand up under it.” 
 
That’s what I had missed.  I had wanted the strength to stand and say, “No.”  That isn’t what He 
provides.  What He provides is a way out is what he says. 
 
And when we fail to look for a way out where we can run we are not going to be competent on 
our own. 
 
That is not weakness to run; that is strength.   
 
You know, in the New Testament – again, I haven’t time to look at all these verses in their 
context but in 1 Corinthians 6:18 Paul says, 
 
 “Flee from sexual immorality.” 
 
Flee – run away.  Don’t play with the idea –run away! 
 
He says in 1 Corinthians 10:14, 
 
 “Flee from idolatry.” 
 
Anything which becomes to you, something which becomes the object of your devotion and 
replaces God in your life; run away from it, get rid of it. 
 
1 Timothy 6 he talks about the love of money as a root of all kinds of evil.  And then he says [vs 
11], 
 
 “But you, man of God, flee from all this.” 
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If you are being sucked in by this love of money, you are being sucked into an evil pit.  Run 
away from it.  It doesn’t mean don’t make money but give your money away instead of hoarding 
it.  That will deal with it.  But don’t love it. 
 
2 Timothy 2:22 he says, 
 
 “Flee the evil desires of youth” (writing to Timothy who was a young man). 
 
There are desires to which you are especially vulnerable when you are young.  He says flee from 
these, run away from these. 
 
Remember Joseph in the Old Testament?  Seventeen year old boy who was in Egypt – won’t go 
into the details but working for Potiphar in his household.  And Potiphar’s wife repeatedly tried 
to seduce him and he refused and resisted.  
 
And one day there was nobody in the house.   She grabbed his coat and said, “Come to bed with 
me.” 
 
And he unraveled himself from his coat and ran.  And she, holding his coat, went to her husband 
Potiphar later and said, “This boy Joseph tried to rape me.” 
 
And he was thrown into prison; spent 13 years in prison.  But it was worth it because he ran and 
got out of the situation and got out of the temptation. 
 
That takes character; that takes courage.  But if we don’t resist and we don’t run, the sin becomes 
conceived. 
 
Then the next stage is  
 

“After desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin.” 
 
You might have noticed that the words that are used here – desire, conception and birth – are 
parallels to human conception, beginning with desire leading to conception, leading to birth. 
 
That’s intentional.  Once conception has taken place in a human womb, something has to happen 
to the fetus.  It will either go full term or it may miscarry.  But you cannot wish it away.  It now 
has a life of its own. 
 
And the sin that is now conceived will begin to grow.  You see, sin is never static.  Your sins and 
my sins are never static.  The things that you kind of tolerate in your life; they don’t stay that 
way; they develop; they get worse; there’s a progression. 
 
And maybe there are some of us here this morning and you find that there are things you would 
do today that 10 years ago you would not even have thought about.  Why?  Because there is a 
conception that has taken place and it is growing in the womb, so to speak, and it’s giving birth 
to sin. 
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You have heard the illustration of the frog in the kettle I am sure where you put a frog in a pan of 
boiling water (I don’t know who would do this, but this is the illustration) and it would leap out 
straightaway because it’s so hot.  Of course it will. 
 
You put a frog in a pan of cold water, put it on a slow heat and slowly that heat will get higher 
and higher until it is boiling and the frog is dead. 
 
Now when we allow ourselves to just tolerate a little bit more, let the temperature rise a few 
degrees more, before long we will find ourselves in the thick of sin. 
 
That’s why when somebody falls into sin, the history of it goes back a long way; it didn’t just 
happen on that day. 
 
And do you know when desire is conceived and the conceived desire becomes sin, do you know 
when?  It’s when you make a decision – not the decision to do it; you might fight and scream 
against that.  But the decision to not fight it – when you made that decision you allowed a growth 
that would bring you to a point where, you know, no mother can hold the baby in the womb.  It’s 
going to come. 
 
And sin, when it is full-grown (fourth point), brings forth death. 
 
Sin will pay its wages and the wages of sin is always death.  Now that has different meanings 
and connotations.  Death means separation – that’s the meaning of death.  So spiritual death is 
separation from God.  Physical death is separation of the soul from the body.  Eternal death, or 
the second death, is an eternal separation from God. 
 
But things always die when you engage in sin.  It always builds something that dies between you 
and God certainly, but also between you and your spouse, your family, your colleagues. 
 
Sin is destructive. 
 
So very quickly – very quickly – no time to develop this, but there are four antidotes that James 
gives in the next verses and I will give them to you without time to develop them.  Think about 
them, chew on them. 
 
The antidotes are these:  Number 1:  Say of everything and say of anything first, is it good?  
Because in Verse 16, 
 
 “Do not be deceived, my dear brothers. 
 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” 

 
The things that come to us from God, he says, they are good, they are perfect and therefore the 
test is:  is this good – is this actually good?  
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If it is not, it will not be your friend. 
 
First test:  Is it good? 
 
Second test:  Does it produce growth? 
 
In Verse 18: 
 
 “He chose to give us birth through the word of truth”  
 
(That’s another analogy of birth, conception and birth) 
 

“He gives us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all 
he created.” 

 
So here the conception is of the Word of God, the Word of Truth, he says, and that gives birth to 
those fruits.  It generates fruit. 
 
The Word of God plays an indispensable role in our battle with sin and in producing fruitfulness 
in our lives. 
 
Remember in Psalm 119 David asks the question (Verse 9), 
 
 “How can a young man keep himself pure?” 
 
Good question.  He gives his answer: 
 
 “By guarding it according to your word.” 
 
And two verses later in Verse 11: 
 
 “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” 
 
Now notice that:  I hide the word in my heart that I might not sin against You.  This is not the 
word now as an antidote – you have sinned and this will correct and this will help to put you 
back on track.   
 
There are ways of getting back on track of course but this is an inoculation against sin. 
 
 “Your word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against you.” 
 
If you and I are not spending time in the Word of God, we have already taken away the most 
important weapon that we have.  We have already taken it away and become more vulnerable. 
 
The third thing:  Is it good?  Does it produce growth?  Is it grubby, dirty? 



James	–	Part	2	–	Price	2015	 Page	17	
	

 
Verse 19: 
 

“My dear brothers, take note of this:  Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak 
and slow to become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that 
God requires. 
 
“Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept 
the word planted in you, which can save you.” 

 
Two corrupting issues He lists here:  anger – anger is an emotion that comes from not getting 
what we want usually.  Now there is a righteous anger, but this is a selfish unrighteous anger he 
is talking about here. 
 
And then moral filth – get rid of what he calls all moral filth. 
 
And to do that, he says, accept the Word of God planted in you. 
 
So you have got the contrast between that which is filthy and that which is good.  And you plant 
the Word of God into your heart in place of moral filth. 
 
The fourth and last one is:  Is it giving?  That is, is this about giving to other people, not self-
indulgent, self-seeking? 
 
And this is in Verse 26: 
 
 “If anyone considers himself religious…” 
 
We don’t like that word but it’s there anyway – it means spiritual, I guess, as well. 
 

“If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he 
deceives himself and his religion is worthless. 
 
“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this:  to look after orphans 
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” 

 
The particular aspect I want to pull out there is that it is as an antidote to self-indulgence, which 
is a cause of much sin, is to give to others, look after orphans and widows in their distress. 
 
This is a remedy for temptation, that you actually get out of your own little selfish world and you 
get into giving to other people. 
 
A young man came to see me a while ago.  He had been arrested for robbery, was awaiting a 
trial.  And he said, “You know, I feel sick in myself with this – I want to do something that gives 
back.  Is there something you have got here at the church that I can do that gives back?” 
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I said, “Well, what are you thinking of?” 
 
He said, “Well on Sunday I was in the morning service and I put my hand under the seat and I 
couldn’t believe the chewing gum that was there.” 
 
So he said, “Can I clean out the chewing gum on the seats?  Just to do something I don’t like, to 
benefit other people, will help to counter this selfishness within me.” 
 
So I talked to Bob Corrigan who heads up our maintenance team and he said yes.  And so he 
came in here one day and to be honest, I couldn’t believe how much chewing gum you folks put 
under the seats here. 
 
He started over here.  He had done about four benches by the time it was time to finish.  So he 
came back.  You know he came back once a week, every day once a week.  I don’t know how 
long for because I was no longer involved with the process.  I don’t know if he finished it, and if 
he did, probably some of you have messed it up again. 
 
But I thought what a wholesome thing.  “I have messed up; I have taken things that don’t belong 
to me.  I want to give as an antidote to that.  Not just say I’m sorry but give.” 
 
And that’s exactly what Paul said in Ephesians 4:28: 
 

“He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something… with 
his own hands that he may have something to share with those in need.” 

 
Isn’t that great? 
 
If you have been stealing, I’ll tell you what to do:  get a proper job, earn some money and give it 
away. 
 
That’s the complete antidote to stealing.  Do the opposite. 
 
Maybe some of us need to think about that in our own lives, things that we find ourselves 
vulnerable to that we need to do the exact opposite at a cost to ourselves.  That is a remedy. 
 
But you know the battle is important because back in the 5th Century somebody wrote this: 
 

“Virtue is nothing without temptation, for there is no conflict without an enemy and no 
victory without strife.” 

 
That’s why James talks to us about peirasmos – trial, temptation – same word and they work 
together to strengthen us. 
 
Andre Crouch wrote a song some years ago.   
 
 I’ve had many tears and sorrows 
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 I’ve had questions for tomorrow 
 There have been times I didn’t know right from wrong 
 But in every situation God gave blessed consolation 
 That my trials only come to make me strong 
 
And the chorus was: 
 
 Through it all 
 Through it all 
 I have learned to trust in Jesus 
 I have learned to trust in God 
 Through it all 
 Through it all 
 I have learned to depend upon His Word. 
 
Let’s pray together. 
 
Father, You know how Your Word has spoken to us this morning.  And through this day, as we 
meet again later in the morning and later this afternoon, I pray for each person present that Your 
Word, in speaking to us, will not just give us information but will equip us to fight the battle 
every one of us is involved in and will be involved in until the day we leave this earth, and to 
know the strength and victory that You have made possible for us. 
 
Thank You for Your part in this as You work in us to change our desires, but help us to take hold 
of our part in this, to discipline ourselves, to die to our self-indulgence and to live lives  
 
 
 
 
 


