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MESSAGE GUIDE
 
 

This Message Guide may be a little different from those that 
you have used before.
 The purpose of these Notes is not an in-depth study of the 
scriptures used, but rather to assist you or your Study Group 
as you reflect on these messages given by Charles Price.
 We present questions in order to stimulate discussion.   
Sometimes we will give you the answer … sometimes not.  
At other times a statement or a theme is presented for your 
consideration.
 As you allow the Holy Spirit to guide the direction of your 
study and discussions we pray the flexibility of this Message 
Guide will help you as you delve more deeply into Charles’ 
message, and that you will unearth more lessons from the Lord 
that may not have been immediately obvious.
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MESSAGE GUIDE
& QUESTIONS

The I AM Statements of Jesus
____________________

PART 1 – I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE
John 6:25-35

 
1. At the start of this series, how many of the ‘I AM’
 statements by Jesus can you recall?
 I am the B - - - -  of L - - -
 I am the L - - - - of the W - - - -
 I am the D - - -
 I am the G - - -  S - - - - - - -
 I am the R - - - - - - - - - -  and the L - - -
 I am the W - -, the T - - - - and the L - - -
 I am the T - - -  V - - -

2. Now please read and consider John 6:25-35
 What is the point of these verses?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

3. Each of the ‘I AM’ statements actually requires a response  
 from us.
 For example:
 i    What do we do with the Bread of Life? 

 ___________________________________________________________

 ii    What do we do with the Light of the World?

 ___________________________________________________________
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 iii   What do we do with the Door?

 ___________________________________________________________

 iv   And what do we do with the Vine?

 ___________________________________________________________

4. So this study will look briefly at 2 simple things from  
 these statements:
 1. His P - - - - - - - -           2. Our P - - - - - - - - - - -

5. What do we learn from John 6:26?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

6. What are some of the mistakes WE can make in missing  
 the point?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

7.  Our Christian life can become nothing more than looking  
 for free meals from Jesus. Expand on that thought!

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

8. This preoccupation with our physical needs blinds us to deeper 
 needs that only Jesus Christ can satisfy. Consider what those 
 deeper needs are.

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

 



6   |   T h e  “ I  A M ”  St a t e m e n t s  o f  Je s u s

9. So how can we have those deeper needs met in Jesus?
 Read and consider the implications of John 6:10 and Mark 6:39.
 
10. We cannot connect properly with Christ if we are always ‘on
  the run’.
 Maybe some situations require it, but they should be the 
 exception rather than the rule.
 i.   It takes time to c _ _ _ _ _ _  with Jesus Christ.
 ii.  It takes time to h _ _ _  His v _ _ _ _
 iii. It takes time to go through the w _ _ _ _ _ _  
 W _ _ _ until you meet the           L _ _ _ _ _  W _ _ _.
 
 

 ____________________

Final Thoughts
 ____________________

In this passage of scripture
Jesus is not talking about His words,

or His work, or His office –
but He is talking about Himself.

 
What makes Christianity more that a religion,

more than an ethic, more than a lifestyle
or more than an empty dream of an idealist,

is the fact the Christ Himself is the gift of God to us.
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The I AM Statements of Jesus
____________________

PART 2 – I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
John 8:1-12

1. Please read and consider John 8 verses 1 – 12,
 paying particular attention to verse 12.

2. What major event does John chapter 8 follow?

 ___________________________________________________________

3. What would have been the general state of mind of the people 
 during these festivities that would have led to a specific 
 incident that is recorded here?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

4. What was the specific incident that caught the attention of 
 Jesus? John 8:3-6 And what was ‘wrong’ with this story?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

5. Jesus wrote on the ground twice. What did He write?
 Read and consider John 8:7 and verse 8.

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
 
6. Now read and consider Hebrews 4:13, then consider  
 John 8:10-11
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7. And this all leads to what Jesus has to say in John 8:12

8. How do we deal with these toxic sins? Read and consider  
 1 John 1:9. And then, I John 1:5-7

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

9. There are 2 very important aspects to our dealing with our sin,  
 For one, read and consider Colossians 1:10.
 And for the other read and consider John 8:7 and James 5:16

 
 ____________________

Final Thoughts
 ____________________

When the ‘light of truth’ is shone into our hearts
it does two things:

1. It exposes us.
2. It liberates us.

 
Secret sins are the most toxic and dangerous.

You cannot conquer such sins in the dark.
Hidden in the dark they have no boundaries –

so they expand.
 

The final scripture to read and consider is:
Psalm 139:23-24
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The I AM Statements of Jesus
____________________

PART 3 – I AM THE DOOR
John 10:1-10

 
1. To begin this study please read and consider John 10:1-10

2. In this passage there are two intertwined ‘I AM’            
 statements:  Can you identify these?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

3. Of twelve translations checked, nine translations of the Bible  
 translate John 10:7 as “I am the door”; while 3 translate 
 John 10:7 as “I am the gate”.  Does it matter that they are  
 different?  What does it mean anyway?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

4. Going back to the three points we will look at; please read 
 again and consider John 10:7, verse 9 and Acts 4:12.  What do 
 we find in these statements?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

5. These lead us to the first point. ‘There is a door to enter’  
 Consider:
       i.   Is this optional?    

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                         
 ii.  Will any other door do?    

 ___________________________________________________________
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 iii. Can any church or denomination claim to be the
       exclusive channel by which we have access to God?                                                                                  
       Read again very carefully John 10 verse 1-6.

 ___________________________________________________________

6.    Now let us look at:  “There is a danger to escape”
       What or who is that danger?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                                                 
7. Is it easy to enter this gate even when invited to do so
       by Jesus?  Read Matthew 7:13-14.

 ___________________________________________________________

8. And what does this surrender to Christ lead to?
       Please pay particular attention to the latter part of
       John 10 verse 9.
       We go in for S _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  to go out for S _ _ _ _ _ _
       We go in for W _ _ _ _ _ _ to go out for W _ _ _ _ _ _
 We go in for F _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ to go out to F _ _ _   others
 We go in for M _ _ _ _ _ _ _ to go out for M _ _ _ _ _ _
 We go in for P _ _ _ _ _ to go out for
 P _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
 
9.  And what is the ‘dynamic to experience?’
       Take a look again at the second half of John 10:10

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                                                         
10. Read and consider 2 Corinthians 13:5
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 ____________________

Final Thoughts
 ____________________

In the same way that hanging around the opposite sex
will not mean that you are married,

so it is that hanging around other Christians
does not in itself make you a Christian.

 
The ONLY way

is through an encounter of surrender to Jesus,
resulting in a personal love relationship with Him,

 
If you are not sure, it is not too late to:

Admit -
you are outside of His fold, separated from God.

 
Believe -

that Jesus Christ came to make a way back to God,
through His death, resurrection and ongoing life.

 
Commit -

Give yourself to Him, and invite Him to give Himself to you.
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The I AM Statements of Jesus
____________________

PART 4 – I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD
John 10:11-16

 
1. As we continue this study please read and consider
 John 10:11-16

2.  To most of those who heard these words of Jesus, what He was  
 saying was considered to be blasphemous as they thought He  
 was referring to Himself as being God – which, of course, He 
 was, but they couldn’t see or accept that.  But Jesus was
 introducing them to 3 new things:
 i. He is the D _ _ _ into the fold.
 ii. He is the S _ _  _ _ _ _ _
 iii. He is the F _ _ _

3. This leads us to three points that we want to focus on;           
 the first being,
 1. He calls His own sheep by name
 Read and consider John 10 verses, 3, 14 and 27.

4. Now read and consider Luke 15:4-6

5.  2. He lays down His life for the sheep
 Read again and consider John 10:11b

6. And the final point goes back to John 10:4
       3. His sheep know His voice.
 Read and consider again verse 14.
 And then read and consider verse 16.
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 ____________________

Final Thoughts
 ____________________

 Here are some good verses to ponder over:
Speaking of God, the Shepherd of Israel:  Isaiah 40:11
Speaking of Jesus the Good Shepherd:  Luke 15:5-6

 
Remember John 10:3 says:

“He calls His own sheep by name, and He leads them out.”
 

If you don’t know the voice of Jesus
you will be confused by all the other voices speaking at you;
and you will listen to the voices of doubt or fear or anxiety.

 
But when you know His voice,

you will know His heart . . . and He will lead you.
Do you really know God?

Not the Bible, not Christianity,
not the church, but God Himself?

Do you allow Him to shepherd you?
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The I AM Statements of Jesus
____________________

PART 5 – I AM THE 
RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE

John 11:17-44
 
1. Please read carefully and consider this familiar event
 recorded in John 11:1-44

2. To try to understand this story we need to look at it in 
 two perspectives.
 1. See a Problem that Hides a Purpose
 2. See a Problem that Reveals a Power

3. So what was the real problem?  Please read and
 consider John 11:5-6

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                                                 
4. And then when Jesus DID arrive - 4 days late [vs. 17]            
 and there was no urgency    from Him, what was the     
 reaction from Lazarus’ sisters Martha and Mary?
 Read and consider verses 21 and 32.

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                                                 
5. What Martha and Mary could not see was that there were two  
 parallel events going on.  One of which was hiding the 
 other.  Do you know what these were?

  ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
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6. We have the benefit of being able to go back over scripture,  
 and although they were actually there, Martha and Mary did   
 not have this benefit.  So let’s make the most of it and read 
 again what Jesus had said in John 11:4 ,14 and 23.

7. There is more to this incident than just Lazarus, or Martha  
 & Mary. What is the MORE?  It is also about YOU!

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                                                 
 Read and consider the following verses: John 11:4,
 John 11:40, John 11:41, John 11:45

8.  Lazarus becomes the 6th beneficiary by being raised from  
 the dead.  What is the 7th?  Read John 12:9

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                                                 
9. And finally – The Problem Reveals a Power
          Human E _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   becomes
          Divine  O _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

10. Remember Martha and Mary’s response.  Verses 2 and 32.

11. What did Jesus say to Martha in verse 23?  And how did she 
 respond in verse 24? What does this teach us?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
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12.  It is possible to have a Jesus that you only relate to in the
 past or in the future, and you are in danger of missing the most
 important thing about Him: John 11:25
 
 

 ____________________

Final Thoughts
 ____________________

 What do we do when we feel
that God is ignoring our prayers?

What do we do when it seems
that God just doesn’t care and is doing nothing?

 
Could it be that we are praying the wrong prayers?

Could it be that our prayers are,
“Lord let MY will be done.”

rather than
“Lord, let THY will be done.”?

 
 



T h e  “ I  A M ”  St a t e m e n t s  o f  Je s u s   |   1 7

The I AM Statements of Jesus
____________________

PART 6 – I AM THE WAY, 
THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE

John 14:1-10
 
1. Read and consider John 14:1-10

2.  If this is to be believed, what does it mean?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                                                 
3. What if this is NOT to be believed?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                                                 
4. When Jesus made that statement, “I am the way, the truth  
 and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me”   
       He threw a huge cat among the pigeons.  Read and consider   
 Acts 4:12.  What do we now have?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                                                 
5. Let’s look first at ‘I am the Way’
 A way pre-supposes the separation of 2 points, and a            
 journey between them. Consider the implications of this.
 
6. ‘I am the Truth’
 This statement begs the question: The truth about what?  
 Read and carefully consider John 14:6-10

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
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7. So we have ‘the way’ – the means of coming to the Father.
 And we have the Truth’ – the demonstration of the Father
 All we need now is ‘the divine Life’
 
8. ‘I am the Life’
 What was that one essential thing that Adam and Eve lost   
 in the Garden of Eden that left the human race separated from   
 God and in Sin?  It was the life of God. So read and consider    
 2 Corinthians 13:5
 
 

 ____________________

Final Thoughts
 ____________________

 The message of this statement is:
 

I am the Way - is about Reconciliation to God.
 

I am the Truth - is about Revelation.
Truth is revelation, so we know in Christ the nature

of true humanity, and how to live that life in union with God.
 

I am the Life - is about Regeneration.
The life by which we are born again and equipped

to be what we were created to be.
 

No one comes to the Father but by me.
There is exclusiveness to Jesus Christ

Who alone makes access to the Father possible.
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The I AM Statements of Jesus
____________________

PART 7 – I AM THE TRUE VINE
John 15:1-11

 
1. Read and consider John 15:1-11
 This presents an allegory of a vine in 3 parts.
 What are those 3 parts?

 ___________________________________________________________

          ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                                                 
2. 1. I am the True Vine - verse 1
 In the Old Testament the vine is the common symbol of the  
 nation of Israel.  You will find this especially in the Psalms, 
 and in the books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Hosea.  
 What was the general message in these books? [this is not an  
 easy question]

 ___________________________________________________________

          ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                                                 
3. What is significant about what Jesus said in John 15:1?

 _________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________ 

4. So, what is the sole function of a vine?  Can a vine do           
 anything else?  What can happen to it?

 ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
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5. So Jesus is the ‘True Vine’ whose purpose is to produce fruit,  
 so much so that when that does not happen . . . read and 
 consider the following verses: John 15:2; v.4; v.5;v.8; and v.16.

          ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                                                 
6. 2. My Father is the Gardener - verse 2
          There are two parts to this verse. Please indentify them.

          ___________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________
                                                                                 
7. Pruning is painful, and we would do well to read and consider 
 the following scriptures: Hebrew 12:5; Romans 5:3-4;  
 1 Peter 1:6-7
 
8. 3. You are the Branches  - verse 1 The key word here is ‘abide’.  
 11 translations use the word ‘abide’. Some use the word 
 ‘remain’, while others use the word ‘live’.
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 ____________________

Final Thoughts
 ____________________

 So for us, as branches, what does it mean to abide
[remain or live] in Him?

 
i. To abide in Him

is to put no confidence in yourself.
Philippians 3:3; John 15:5

 
ii. To abide in Him is to abide in His Word.

John 15:7; Colossians 3:16
 

iii. To abide in Him is to abide in His Love.
John 15:9 - 10

 
Do you know why you need to remain in His Love?

 
There is security and value in being loved.
When the Father prunes and disciplines us

we may wonder if we are loved
 – rest assured, the pruning and discipline

is BECAUSE we are loved.
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LEADER’S MESSAGE GUIDE
 
 

This Leader’s Guide is prepared to help the Study Group 
Leader to keep the discussions moving along.  Maybe your 
people will come up with different answers, or perhaps they 
will need a little prompting from you. 
 Remember, you want to encourage your people to fully 
participate. This is not a ‘teaching session’ by the Group 
Leader, but rather a discussion group.  This may at first seem 
like a contradiction, but you will need the Lord to give you 
wisdom to keep the discussions ‘on track’ while also allowing 
the Holy Spirit to direct your path.
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LEADER’S MESSAGE
GUIDE & QUESTIONS

The I AM Statements of Jesus
____________________

PART 1 – I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE
John 6:25-35

1. I am the Bread of Life
 I am the Light of the World
 I am the Door
 I am the Good Shepherd
 I am the Resurrection and the Life
 I am the Way, the Truth and the Life
 I am the True Vine

2. The disciples had asked a question in verse 28, which they 
 followed up in verse 30 with another question.

3.  i .  What do we do with the Bread of Life?                                 
  We have to eat it.
 ii. What do we do with the Light of the World?                          
  We have to see by it.
 iii. What do we do with the Door?                                             
  We have to go through it.
 iv . And what do we do with the Vine?
  We have to abide in it.

4.  This study will look briefly at 2 simple things 
 from these statements:
 1. His Provision     2. Our Participation
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5. The disciples had become impressed with the immediate  
 benefit of what Jesus had done, but had missed the point  
 that Jesus had been making.

6. We see a ‘sign’ – but mistake it for the end product.

7. What we are looking for from Jesus is:
 i. Instantaneous provision of our needs.
 ii. Removal of problems.
 iii. Healing of our diseases.
 iv. Multiplying our resources.
 We are preoccupied with our physical needs.

8. i. Hunger for a love that no other human can fully meet.
 ii. Hunger for the intimacy of soul that no sexual experience 

can meet.
 iii. Hunger for a security that no money can provide us with.
 We have restless souls that cannot be satisfied
 outside of Jesus Christ.

9.  It is interesting that all the people were directed to sit down –  
 they were not going anywhere, and they could not ‘multi-
 task’; and where were they to sit down?  On green grass, not 
 dusty ground.  The green grass signifies a place of peace 
 and comfort.

10. i. It takes time to commune with Jesus Christ.
 ii. It takes time to hear His Voice
 iii. It takes time to go through the written Word until you
  meet the Living Word
 You need to find your own piece of green grass where you  
 can regularly sit down and meet with Jesus.
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The I AM Statements of Jesus
____________________

PART 2 – I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD
John 8:1-12

 
1. Verse 12 is the first of the ‘I AM’ Statements that we are  
 going to look at.

2. The Feast of the Tabernacles

3. Lots of merry-making, eating and dancing.
 A party atmosphere.
 Excitement would have been high.
 Inhibitions low.
 A ripe context for acts of sexual immorality.
 People would be vigorously flirting.

4. It was the act of adultery. Despite what the Law of Moses says, 
 these Pharisees are ignoring the fact that the man in this
 incident had any responsibility at all.
 
 Read and consider: Leviticus 20: 10, 11 & 12 and  
 Deuteronomy 22:22, 23 & 25. Both are responsible, but 
 in the Law of Moses, in a consensual arrangement the onus 
 of responsibility is on the man.

5. The Bible does not tell us specifically what Jesus said, but we 
 would do well to consider Jeremiah 17:13. A popular 
 speculation is that Jesus had written down the names of the 
 men who were clamoring to have this woman stoned.  
 See what then happens in vs. 9.

6. Jesus deals with her past and with her future – but He does  
 not condemn her.
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7.  Both to the woman, and to the Scribes and Pharisees Jesus 
 would ‘shine the light of truth’ into their hearts.
 Read and consider also Job 12:22
 
8. Sin has to come out in the open; we cannot deal with it 
 by burying it.

9.  We need to walk in fellowship with God, and we need to 
 walk in fellowship with each other. Read and consider again
 
 

 
The I AM Statements of Jesus

____________________

PART 3 – I AM THE DOOR
John 10:1-10

 
1. In this study we will consider three things:
 i. There is a door to enter.
 ii. There is danger to escape.
 iii. There is a dynamic to experience.

2. 1. I am the gate [door]. We will look at this today.
 2. I am the Good Shepherd. We will look at this next time.

3. Either word is legitimate as the Greek word used [thura] does
 not specify either door or gate, but is used to describe any 
 opening that serves as an entrance, or a passage into something.
  As an interesting exercise consider how a ‘rural’ 

congregation may perhaps translate the word as compared to an 
‘urban’ congregation.

  In a rural congregation people would think more in terms 
of farm animals, such as sheep, cattle, horses etc. that need to 
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be kept in – so a gate would more readily come to mind.
  An urban congregation would think of doors that provide 

security, but also that give access to something else; like your 
bathroom door, the door of a cupboard or your fridge, the door 
of a bus, or of any building.

  ALL of these types of interpretations are legitimate, and 
apply to Jesus.

4. In these scriptures there is a definite EXCLUSIVENESS.
 The only DOOR [or Gate] is Jesus; and to know about the
 door [gate] is not enough, we have to decide to go through it.   
 There is NO OTHER WAY TO SALVATION.
    In trying to please all people it has become popular to
 say that ‘all roads lead to heaven’. That is simply not true.

5. The enemy is so clever and subtle with his deceptions, and we 
have to be courageous in facing the truth as it is clearly shown 
to us in God’s Word – but sometimes we do not want to see it.

    We cannot be ‘let into heaven’ by a priest or a pastor, by 
some church or any other kind of self-appointed arbiter.

    It may be painful to admit or accept this, but ……
 i.    You can be brought up in a good Christian family  
    - and yet not know Jesus Christ!
 ii.   You can be a very good person                                                 

   - and yet not know Jesus Christ!
 iii.   You can be an Elder or Board member                                      

   - and yet not know Jesus Christ!
 iv.   You can be a Pastor, Missionary or Christian worker
    - and yet not know Jesus Christ!
 v.   You can be a musician, singer or choir member                       
    - and yet not know Jesus Christ!
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6. The danger is ‘thieves and robbers’
 These are people who supposedly let you into heaven by 

some way other than through Jesus Christ exclusively. Please 
be reminded of what the true motive is of these thieves and 
robbers.  Read John 10:10.

7. Nothing about Christianity is ever easy if you try to do           
it in your own strength. The whole point is in acknowledging 
your complete dependence on Christ. Without Him we can do 
nothing, but in Christ all things are possible.

8. We go in for Salvation; to go out for Service
 We go in for Worship; to go out for Witness
 We go in for Fellowship; to go out to Feed others
 We go in for Ministry; to go out for Mission
 We go in for Prayer; to go out for Proclamation
 John 10 verse 9 “……. He will come in and go out, and  

find pasture.”

9.  This is ‘life’ as it is intended to be. Not with Jesus Christ as 
an optional extra; but with Jesus Christ as a fundamental 
ingredient. Again we look and the second part of John 10:10

10. Are you willing to examine, test and evaluate your own self?
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The I AM Statements of Jesus
____________________

PART 4 – I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD
John 10:11-6

 
1. These verses evoke in us a warm and even cuddly picture of a 

‘gentle Jesus’ carrying a lamb across his shoulders; but please 
read John 10:31-33 and consider the reaction of the listeners 
who first heard these words spoken by Jesus.

2. i. He is the Door into the fold.
 ii. He is the Shepherd
 iii. He is the Fold

 Rather than trying to be confrontational, Jesus is revealing His 
Pastoral Heart, but those who were in opposition to Him were 
blinded against that.

3. In society we are identified by a number.  Our Social 
Insurance number, our vehicle license number, our health 
card number, our passport number etc., but God knows us all 
individually by name.

 Read also and consider Exodus 33:12 and Isaiah 43:1, 45:3, 
Jeremiah 1:5 and Psalm 139:1-3

4. This shows us how much He loves and cares for each 
 one of us – this is The Good Shepherd

5. It is a fact that Jesus DID die for us, but have you ever 
considered that He still WOULD die for us?  It is not a case of, 
‘He would die for us in spite of what He knows about us’, but 
rather, ‘He would die for us because He knows us, and loves 
us.’  Remember John 10 verse 14 & 15.
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6. We have to understand that The Shepherd is constantly seeking 
the attention of all His sheep – including the Gentiles.

 So here is the all-important sequence:
i. We, His sheep, must first of all ‘know Him’, by accepting 

Him as our Savior, and then through reading His Word.
ii. Through constantly reading His Word we learn to 

recognize His voice.
iii. And as we recognize His voice, we then LISTEN to  

His voice.
iv. And that should then lead us to OBEY His voice.

 
 
 

The I AM Statements of Jesus
____________________

PART 5 – I AM THE 
RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE

John 11:17-44

1. It was during this event that Jesus made one of His amazing 
‘I AM’ statements in verse 25, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies, 
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?”

 Many people would honestly say, “I don’t understand it, so 
how can I say whether or not I believe it?”

2. We will need to ‘unpack’ this a little more thoroughly 
 and a little more carefully.

3. The big problem was that upon being told that His good 
friend was sick Jesus seemed to do nothing about it!

 Have you ever found yourself in a similar situation?
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4. Martha and Mary firmly laid the blame for the death of  
Lazarus at the feet of Jesus. It is interesting to note that 
although they both claimed to believe Jesus could have healed 
Lazarus from his sickness, they did NOT believe Jesus could 
raise Lazarus from death.

5. There was the Physical Event - a visible event that could be 
seen. And there was an invisible Spiritual Event - there was 
something more going on than the health, comfort, life or 
death of Lazarus.

6. There is clearly a bigger agenda here than Lazarus.
 And that is:
 i.  That the disciples might believe.
 ii.  That God’s Son be glorified.

7. Consider these five expanding circles of escalating benefits:
 i. That the disciples may believe.
 ii. That God may be glorified.
 iii. That Mary & Martha may believe.
 iv. To benefit the onlookers standing around.
 v. That many of the Jews put their faith in Christ.

8. Events in Lazarus’ life had become the means of attracting 
people to Jesus.

9. Human Extremity becomes Divine Opportunity

10. It was in the past tense.

11. Martha’s previous response had been in the past tense, and her 
response now was in the future tense. Martha’s doctrinal beliefs 
enabled her to believe in a Jesus that had relevance in the past 
tense and in the future tense, but not in the present tense.
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 To believe truths about Jesus but to neglect the  
implications of them now, in the present, is as bad as  
having no beliefs at all.

12. “I AM the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 
 me will live, even though he dies.”

 He does not say “I was……” or “I will be …..”
 He says “I AM…”  PRESENT TENSE!

 Is your faith in God in the present tense? Is it current today? 

 When God appears silent to you and when He seems to be 
ignoring you, do you trust and have faith to believe that at 
such times God has an agenda that you may not see?

 
 

The I AM Statements of Jesus
____________________

PART 6 – I AM THE WAY, 
THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE

John 14:1-10
 
1. This is probably the most controversial of all the “I AM” 

statements made by Jesus. It is emphatic and it 
 is exclusive.

2. If this is to be believed, Christianity is set apart as 
 being unique and non-negotiable.

3. If this is NOT to be believed Christianity crumbles and has 
only a place among the cocktail of religious ideas 

 and philosophies that swirl around us.
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4. When this scripture is added: “Salvation is found in no  one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven given to me by 
which we must be saved”

 We now have: 
  An exclusive message.
  About an exclusive truth
  That leads to an exclusive way
  That results in an exclusive life
  That derives from an exclusive person 
  I AM the way the truth and the Life.

5. a. There is a point of destination way to somewhere.
 b. There is a point of origin way from somewhere.
 c. There is a Way of getting from one to the other. 
 Read verse 6. This journey is not to a place, but to a person;  

to the Father. It is from God we have been separated and 
estranged. The Gospel is about being reconciled to God. Read 
also: 1 Thessalonians 5:10; Exodus 19:4

6. So - The truth is that
 i.  Jesus is the way to the Father.
 ii.  Jesus is the way about the Father.

 If you look at Jesus to see the Father, you will see a man –  
but what kind of man?

 You will see a man in the image of the Father exactly as God 
created humanity in the first place – a physical and visible 
expression of God. Read and consider Genesis 1:26 and 27

7. How is this relationship with God, whereby we live in 
 Him and He lives in us, going to be possible?

8. Receiving new life is nothing less than receiving the life of 
Jesus Christ.
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 The I AM Statements of Jesus
____________________

PART 7 – I AM THE TRUE VINE
John 15:1-11

 

1. The 3 parts are: 
 1. Jesus - I am the true vine
 2. Father - My Father is the Gardener
 3. You - You are the branches

2. The general message in these books is about the failure of 
‘the vine’ to produce fruit.  Read and consider the following 
scriptures: Isaiah 5:4; Jeremiah 2:21; Hosea 10; Psalm 80:8  
and Psalm 80:16-18

 Back then the vine had not yet developed deep roots –  
it was shallow. It had not been pruned, so the fruit grew  
wild and bad.

3. Notice that Jesus did NOT say just ‘I am the vine’; but  He 
said, ‘I am the TRUE vine’. Israel was not the true vine; it was 
just a ‘foreshadowing’ of the coming of Jesus Christ, who was, 
and is, the True Vine.

4. The sole function of a vine is to produce grapes – to bear fruit.

 A vine has no secondary function. It cannot be carved as 
wood; you cannot build with it, and if you try to burn it, It just 
smolders. If it produces no fruit it is rooted out and destroyed.
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5. The allegory picture Jesus is giving is that all life comes from 
the true vine and is expressed through the branches in the 
quality of the fruit it produces.

 Jesus is the True Vine, and He is the source of our fruitfulness 
and effectiveness.

6. There are branches that, although they DO bear fruit, yet still 
He prunes them [trims them] so that they will grow stronger 
and produce even more and better quality fruit. 

 And then there are branches which may have the appearance of 
being fruitful, but actually they bear no fruit at all; they are not 
genuine. And these branches he cuts off.  Read and consider 
Matthew &:21-23.

7. The pruning process – suffering – can bring out the best or the 
worst in us, depending on our disposition and attitude to life.

8. As an interesting exercise, why not read John 15:4-11 three 
times; Once using the word ’abide’; then the word ‘remain’; 
and finally using the word ‘live’. It is linguistically legitimate to 
use any of those 3 words, and each has a unique nuance.
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