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John – I Am 
Part 5 

Pastor Charles Price 
 
 
Well if you have your Bible, I am going to read to you from John’s Gospel Chapter 11 this 
morning.  John’s Gospel Chapter 11.  And we have been looking over a number of weeks at 
some of the “I Am” statements that Jesus made.   
 
And we are going to look this morning at the statement, “I am the resurrection and the life.” 
 
Now the context in which Jesus said that was the story of Lazarus, who was a very good friend 
of Jesus, but who fell sick.  And his two sisters, Mary and Martha, sent word to Jesus,  
 

“Lord, the one whom you love is sick.” 
 
But rather than respond immediately and come to his help, Jesus stayed where He was in the 
Jordan Valley for two more days.  In that time Lazarus died and Jesus seemed in no hurry to get 
to Bethany even then. 
 
And so when He eventually arrived, Lazarus had been dead for four days. 
 
Now let me pick up the story in Verse 17 of John Chapter 11. 
 
 “On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 
 

“Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 
 
“When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed 
at home. 
 
“‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
 
“‘But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.’ 
 
“Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 
 
“Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’ 
 
“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, 
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you 
believe this?’ 
 
“‘Yes, Lord,’ she told him, ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to 
come into the world.’ 
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“And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside.  ‘The 
Teacher is here,’ she said, ‘and is asking for you.’ 
 
“When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 
 
“Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. 
 
“When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how 
quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb 
to mourn there. 
 
“When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, 
‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 
 
“When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, 
he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled.   
 
“‘Where have you laid him?’ he asked. 
 
“‘Come and see, Lord,’ they replied. 
 
“Jesus wept. 
 
“Then the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 
 
“But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept 
this man from dying?’ 
 
“Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb.  It was a cave with a stone rolled 
across the entrance. 
 
“‘Take away the stone,’ he said. 
 
“‘But, Lord,’ said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ‘by this time there is a bad odor, for 
he has been there four days.’ 
 
“Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?’ 
 
“So they took away the stone.  Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me.   
 
“‘I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing 
here, that they may believe that you sent me.’ 
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“When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 
 
“The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth 
around his face.  Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go.’” 

 
A few years ago I was in Jerusalem and wanted to take Hilary to Bethany where she had not 
been, and I had on previous occasions walked over the Mount of Olives from Jerusalem to 
Bethany.  It’s just down the other side, only about a two-mile journey. 
 
And we set off in the right direction and discovered the Israelis had built a massive wall right 
across the path because Bethany is in the Palestinian West Bank under the Palestinian authority. 
 
And so there was no way through.  We had to go back and get a taxi and the taxi had to go about 
30 miles around to get into this two mile away town of Bethany. 
 
We said to the taxi driver, “We would like to go and visit the tomb of Lazarus, who was a man 
who had died in the Bible.” 
 
And he looked a bit vague but said, “Okay, I don’t know where it is, but we will find it.” 
 
So we drove the 30 miles; we came into the town of Bethany.  There were a few men standing on 
the side of the street and he pulled down and said to them in Arabic, “Do you know where 
Lazarus’ tomb is?” 
 
And we couldn’t understand all the dialogue but we could tell by the gestures it was a kind of, 
 
“Lazarus?  Lazarus who?” 
 
“Lazarus in the Bible.” 
 
“Never heard of him.” 
 
So we went on again, came to another group.  “Do you know where Lazarus’ tomb is?” 
 
“Lazarus?  No, never heard of him.  There’s a cemetery down the road there; why not go and see 
if he’s over there?” 
 
And then we came to a bus stop, a little bus intersection – there were two or three buses there. 
 
And we asked again; they didn’t know. 
 
And then a man said, “Oh, I think I know what you mean.  You go up this road and you will see 
it up there.” 
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So we walked up this little road and sure enough, there, about 100 metres away was the tomb of 
Lazarus. 
 
And Hilary and I spent an hour or so there.  There was nobody else there, just the two of us.   
 
So if Lazarus is unknown in Bethany today, which he seems to be, there was an occasion when 
he was the sensation of Bethany.   
 
He had been sick, he had died, all the mourners had come out.  Even mourners from Jerusalem 
had come to join them in weeping over his life. 
 
And four days after he had been placed in the tomb, Jesus had come, raised him to life again, and 
the whole neighborhood knew and he became the local sensation, because in Chapter 12 and 
Verse 9 it says, 
 

“A large crowd came, not only because of Jesus, but also to see Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead.” 

 
So if you want to see the power of Jesus Christ, here is Exhibit #1:  Lazarus.  He was dead and 
now he is alive again. 
 
And it was in the course of this event, of raising Lazarus from the dead, that Jesus had said, “I 
am the resurrection and the life.” 
 
Now if you look carefully at the “I am” statements that we are looking at in John’s Gospel, you 
will find that many of them are associated with a physical event whereby this becomes a spiritual 
truth that Jesus teaches them in the light of that. 
 
So for instance, when He said, “I am the bread of life,” it was after He had fed 5000 people, 
hungry people, with next to nothing – 5 loaves, 2 fish. 
 
Now He says, “I am the bread of life.  I am the one who feeds you and sustains you.” 
 
When He said, “I am the light of the world,” it was sandwiched between two events.  One was 
the woman caught in adultery and brought to Jesus for stoning and the light of Jesus Christ 
pierced and penetrated the heart of her accusers, and He exposed them. 
 
And the other story on the other side was the man who had been born blind where Jesus healed 
him and light had shone into the man’s darkness for the first time. 
 
Here when He says, “I am the resurrection and the life,” the physical context of this is the 
physical sickness, death and then raising to life of Lazarus. 
 
And I want to look at this story from two perspectives this morning.   
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I want to see a problem that hides a purpose – that’s the first thing we are going to look at.  There 
is an undercover story going on here.  There’s a problem but it hides the purpose. 
 
And secondly, there is a problem that reveals a power. 
 
First of all, the problem that hides a purpose.   
 
Now Lazarus was sick, and if that wasn’t bad enough, he then died, which of course was even 
worse - the biggest fear of his two sisters. 
 
But the greatest problem of all was that on being told that Lazarus, His good friend (“Lazarus, 
whom You love”) is sick, Jesus seemed to do nothing at all about it. 
 
It says in Verse 5 and 6, 
 

“Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  Yet when he heard that Lazarus was 
sick, he stayed where he was two more days.” 

 
Now that seems an unusual and unexpected response when the sisters sent the message, “the one 
You love is sick,” pointingit out.   
 
Not “some neighbor You have never heard of is sick; would You please come and see him?” 
 
Not “some distant relative of ours is sick; would You please come and heal him?” 
 
But, “Your friend, whom You love.” 
 
And Jesus did the opposite to what was expected – He did nothing. 
 
At the end of Chapter 10, He had gone down to Jordan to the place where John the Baptist used 
to baptize.  That is about, as far as I can see on the map, about 50 km. away from Bethany.   
 
So when after two days, He did set off to go to Bethany, He took His time as well because Verse 
17 says, 
 
 “On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.” 
 
So He took His time getting up to Bethany. 
 
After getting the message, staying two days, and then at least another two days on the journey, so 
Lazarus had been dead for four days. 
 
And when He arrived, Martha blamed Him for the death of Lazarus.  She ran to meet Him in 
Verse 21 and said,  
 
 “‘Lord,’ Martha said to him ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’” 
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“Jesus, it is by Your neglect, it is by Your inactivity that Lazarus has died.  If You had been here, 
He wouldn’t have died.  But You didn’t come.” 
 
Mary also, when she came to talk to Jesus, blamed Him for the same reason.  She said exactly 
the same words.   
 
 “‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’” 
 
No doubt they had said that thing to each other for the last four days.  No doubt they had 
rehearsed it to themselves and to each other.  And no doubt they said, “When He comes – if He 
eventually comes – this is what we are going to tell Him:  if You had been here, he wouldn’t 
have died.  It’s Your fault.” 
 
Now why didn’t Jesus come?  Why didn’t He do something?  Why didn’t He move quickly?  
Why didn’t He come to heal him as a sick man or to save him? 
 
If He had, it would all be good now, but He hadn’t. 
 
You know one of the hardest things in the Christian life is when God seems to ignore our 
prayers, our requests.  We sometimes, you know, get around this by saying, “God always 
answers prayer.  Sometimes He says Yes; sometimes He says No; sometimes He says Wait.” 
 
But the cynic would probably say, “Chance says the same things.  Chance says Yes or No or 
Wait, Maybe.” 
 
So it is often an accusation against Christians.  You can’t lose if you say, “God says Yes, No or 
Wait or Not Yet” because that’s the way life is anyway.  Sometimes what you want comes, 
sometimes it doesn’t, sometimes you have to wait. 
 
So why does this make Jesus different in answering prayer to any other notion of why things 
happen the way they do? 
 
Well I want to point out to you what I said was my first point. 
 
There is a problem here that hides a purpose.  There are two parallel events going on 
simultaneously and one hides the other. 
 
There are the physical visible events that we see:  Lazarus sick, dying, put in the tomb. 
 
There are the spiritual invisible events that we do not see that are running parallel.  We live in the 
first of these two – the physical realities we see around us – but we need eyes for the second of 
these two:  the realities that we cannot see that God is working out. 
 
You see there was more going on in this story than the health and life of Lazarus.   
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In Verse 14 it says, 
 

“Jesus told his disciples plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe.’” 

 
Now He tells His disciples something that Mary and Martha don’t know.  “I am glad I wasn’t 
there, because this is for your sake, this is so that you may believe.” 
 
So Lazarus is not actually the focal point of the story anymore.  There is an agenda going on to 
teach the disciples, to benefit the disciples that they may believe. 
 
But that’s not all. 
 
In Verse 4 Jesus had said,  
 

“This sickness will not end in death.  No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be 
glorified through it.” 

 
So here is the second hidden agenda that Jesus Christ has, and that is that it is for God’s glory, 
and through this event God’s Son is going to be glorified. 
 
So the disciples are going to believe – it’s for their benefit.  God is going to be glorified – it’s for 
His benefit. 
 
But there’s more.   
 
In Verse 40 Jesus said to Mary and Martha, 
 
 “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 
 
So Mary and Martha also are going to be beneficiaries of this.  This is an event whereby you are 
going to experience God in a way you have never experienced Him before and you are going to 
believe in a way you have never had to believe before. 
 
That’s the third thing.  But there’s still more. 
 
Fourthly in Verse 41,  
 

“Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have heard me.  I knew that you 
always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may 
believe that you sent me.’” 

 
Now there is an escalating benefit here now.  “There’s a whole crowd gathered around and it is 
for the benefit of these people that I am talking like I am and speaking to You, Father,” said 
Jesus. 
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But there’s still more. 
 
Fifthly in Verse 45 it says, 
 

“Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, 
put their faith in him.” 

 
So now many Jews, seeing what had happened, put their faith in the Lord Jesus. 
 
So there are five expanding circles here, or five escalating benefits you might say, that Mary and 
Martha, at this stage, are completely oblivious to but which are the hidden agenda of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
That the disciples may believe – that’s the first.   
That God may be glorified – that’s the second. 
That Mary and Martha might believe – that’s the third. 
That the people may benefit, who are standing around – that’s the fourth. 
And that many Jews would put their faith in Christ – that’s the fifth. 
 
There are five escalating effects that the Lord Jesus is aware of and has His eye on, that this 
situation of Lazarus’ sickness and death is going to bring about. 
 
And interestingly, Lazarus doesn’t figure in any of the benefits as yet.  You can imagine, if 
Lazarus could listen to this – of course he was dead, but supposing he could listen to this and he 
knew what was going on.   
 
“Oh this is for the disciples that might believe.  This is that God will be glorified – that’s good.  
It’s that Mary and Martha will go deeper in their relationship with God – that’s good.  That the 
mourners may benefit – that’s good.  That the Jews may trust and put their faith in Christ – that’s 
good.  But excuse me,” Lazarus might say “what about me?  Do I get any benefit out of this?” 
 
He might say, “Am I just a means to an end?  Is that all?” 
 
Well the answer to that question is both yes and no.  Lazarus of course is loved by Jesus and 
valued.  He is important, but we have to look away simply from ourselves to the bigger agenda 
whereby our lives are here to enrich and bring benefit to others.  And sometimes that is going to 
be costly. 
 
Paul, in Philippians 1, speaking about himself in Verse 20 says, 
 

“I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient 
courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by 
death.” 

 
Now here’s my goal:  Christ be exalted and if I live to bring that about, great; if I have to die to 
bring that about, great. 
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Paul was not diminishing his own value and dignity and self-esteem that we heard about a bit 
earlier, but he is saying, “I am expendable if Jesus Christ has an agenda for me that is going to 
bring blessing and enrichment to other people. 
 
Now Lazarus is the sixth beneficiary because he was raised from the dead, but if you look 
further, there is a seventh as well.  Because in Chapter 12, the next chapter, and Verse 9: 
 

“A large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only to see him, but 
also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.” 

 
So now Lazarus himself becomes a magnet that draws people to investigate Jesus Christ. 
 
And these seven layers of benefit derive from Jesus’ lack of response to the pleas of Mary and 
Martha. 
 
Had Jesus left the Jordan immediately, hurried back to Bethany, got there in time and Lazarus 
was raised from his sickbed, they would have been satisfied, of course, would have been 
delighted of course, would have been thrilled of course.  It would have had a ripple effect around 
the community that people who knew this sick man has been healed. 
 
But there was a much bigger agenda, a much far-reaching purpose that lay behind Jesus ignoring 
and not answering the prayer of Mary and Martha to Him. 
 
When we pray we submit our prayers to the sovereign purposes of God.  And He doesn’t ignore 
us.  He is taking whatever those issues might be to make them even more effective in their 
influence on other people. 
 
So that’s the first perspective:  the problem hides a purpose. 
 
The second perspective I want to point out to you is that the problem reveals a power.  We often 
say human extremity becomes divine opportunity.  And so it does. 
 
Let’s go back to the events when Jesus arrived in Bethany.  Martha came to meet Him.  I want 
you to notice the way she reasoned in Verse 21. 
 
 “‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
 
What do you notice about that statement? 
 
It’s all in the past tense.  “If You had been here, my brother would not have died, but You 
weren’t here, You are too late.  If only You had intervened, everything now would be right,” 
says Martha. 
 
And when Mary later came to Jesus, she said exactly the same thing:  “If You had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” 
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Both preface their statement with the word “If”.   
 
“If only You had been here.” 
 
But He hadn’t.  He had stayed where He was. 
 
You know we can’t live with the “If only’s” of life.  If only this had happened.  If only that had 
not happened.  If only he had behaved differently.  If only she hadn’t said what she said.  If only 
God had intervened earlier. 
 
You know we can’t do anything about the “if only’s” because they weren’t.  You can’t go back 
and rewrite history.  And if we dwell on them, we become discouraged, we may become 
depressed.  We may become angry.  We may become bitter. 
 
And this was the danger for Mary and Martha at this point.  “If only You had been here.” 
 
Jesus said to her, Martha, in Verse 23, after she had said this, 
 
 “Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’” 
 
But that didn’t fill her with hope.  That didn’t make her jump around in excitement.   
 
She answered, 
 
 “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
 
Do you notice something about that statement of Martha? 
 
It’s in the future tense. 
 
“If only You had been here” – past tense.  “He will rise again in the resurrection at the last day” 
– future tense. 
 
Now I detect in the way the conversation developed as well that it was almost a casual brushing 
aside of this.   
 
“When you say he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day, I know all about that.  I 
learned about that in Sunday school.  It’s one of the things they taught us.  It’s part of orthodox 
doctrine, it’s part of teaching.  We know that.” 
 
But it doesn’t light any fires in Martha’s heart because Martha believes that what she knows 
about that is of no practical use to her, adds very little comfort to her at the moment. 
 
You know we can have our creeds and we can have our Christian doctrines and we can have our 
neat systems of belief and we can have our trust in the authority of Scripture and all these things 
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and we can put all those away into a cupboard in our minds and there they stay of no practical 
use to us at all when things go wrong.  It’s just a bullet point on our creed. 
 
And to believe truths, yet to neglect their implications, is as bad as not believing them at all 
because they have no effect anyway – you just tuck them away. 
 
Have you ever asked yourself, when you are caught in a panic, what do I really believe about 
God, what do I really believe about what God has promised, and does this actually matter, and if 
it does, what is going to determine my disposition, my outlook, my expectancy? 
 
But it is possible to have a Jesus that we can relate to the past, if only, and a Jesus we relate to 
the future – one day He will rise again in the resurrection of the last day.  Martha, Mary believe 
in the power of Jesus in the past, they believe in the power of Jesus in the future.   
 
But they missed the most important thing about Him because in the next verse, Verse 25, I can 
imagine Jesus looking Martha right in the eye and Jesus said to her, 
 
 “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies.” 
 
What do you notice about that statement?  It is in the present tense. 
 
Martha has bemoaned the past tense nature of what Jesus would have done - if only.  
 
She looks without any real emotion and fire in her bones at the future tense statement – one day 
he will rise again at the last day. 
 
But Jesus gives her the present tense:  “Martha, this is what you are missing.  Mary, this is what 
you overlooked.  I am the resurrection and the life in the present tense.  The very thing you need 
I am.” 
 
Notice that:  not, “I offer resurrection and life.”  Not, “I provide resurrection and life.”  Not, “I 
will perform a resurrection on Lazarus so don’t worry Martha.  I am going to hook him and bring 
him back.” 
 
No, He says, “I am.” 
 
We have to understand this and it takes sometimes a while for us to really grasp this, but Jesus 
Christ has nothing to offer us outside of Himself.  It is Himself that is the embodiment of all of 
these things.   
 
That’s why at the heart of the gospel it is not just receiving from Christ but it is being united with 
Christ.  It is coming into union with Him where everything that we are to enjoy in the Christian 
life derives from Christ Himself being united with us. 
 
So we are in Christ, the Scripture says many times; Christ is in us.  We are to abide in Christ.  He 
is to abide in us. 
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We have every spiritual blessing in Christ in the heavenly realms, Ephesians Chapter 1 tells us.   
 
In Christ we are a new creation, 2 Corinthians 5 tells us.  And there are many, many other verses 
that say similar things. 
 
“Martha, everything I am becomes experiential for you who believe in Me.  That is, you trust 
Me, you put your faith in Me, you put your confidence in Me.” 
 
Two chapters later in John 14 Jesus said to His disciples, “Because I live, you also will live.”  
Because your living is united and interconnected and merged into My living, that what I am you 
will experience and you will be.” 
 
That’s why we today can believe in a resurrection for us. 
 
Lazarus’ physical resurrection is seen as a foreshadowing of the physical resurrection, which is 
promised to those who die in Christ. 
 
Paul, in 1 Corinthians 15:20 says, 
 

“Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.” 

 
And that word “the firstfruits” is very interesting because He wasn’t the first one to be raised 
from the dead.  There are one or two instances in the Old Testament, particularly through Elijah 
and Elisha’s ministry.  Jesus Himself had raised Jairus’ daughter to life, you remember.  The son 
of the widow of Nain had been raised to life.  Lazarus had been raised to life.   
 
It was after that that Jesus’ resurrection took place but it’s described as the firstfruits of those 
who had fallen asleep.  Why? 
 
Because everyone else who was raised in the Bible had to die again.  Naturally, they died again.  
In fact it is intriguing in Chapter 12, the next chapter, the Jews wanted to kill Lazarus.  I mean he 
has just come to life in Chapter 11 and now in Chapter 12:10 says, 
 

“The chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, for on account of him many of the 
Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith in him.” 

 
They were saying, “Lazarus, get back in that tomb!  It’s still warm; get back in.” 
 
They wanted to kill him, and he did one day die.   There was a funeral for Lazarus.  There was a 
funeral for the son of the widow of Nain.  Jairus’ daughter eventually had a funeral. 
 
But here is why Jesus is the firstfuits of those who had fallen asleep in His resurrection because 
in Romans 6:9 it says, 
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“For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no 
longer has mastery over him.” 

 
It’s a once for all resurrection that has defeated the last enemy, which is death.  And we know 
it’s the last enemy; it’s the biggest and it’s the last. 
 
But Paul, in talking about the resurrection of Jesus, can mock death and mock the grave.  Death 
has lost its sting; the grave has lost its victory, says Paul.  Death, where is your sting?  Death, 
what do you really hurt anymore?  Grave, you haven’t won this battle.  You have no victory.  
Where is your victory? 
 
Now it is a bigger subject than we have time to talk about this morning how we relate the absent 
from the body, present with the Lord, the instantaneousness of when you die, you go into the 
presence of the Lord Jesus with a physical resurrection body that will take place at the end time, 
as Martha already knew but it didn’t fire her.  But she knew that and that is true.   
 
But we simply haven’t got the time to go into that except to say this:  that the resurrection is 
dependent upon the risen life of Christ who, having been raised from the dead cannot die again.  
And we are united with Him now, which means we cannot die.   
 
Physically these bodies will die, and personally I am very happy about that because it is falling 
apart, it doesn’t work as well as it should.  And one day when this body is buried or burned, 
whatever we do with it, whatever is cheapest, I won’t be there. 
 
But I will be, but not there.  Absent from the body, present with the Lord.   
 
And this of course is a picture of spiritual resurrection too.  In just a moment I will comment on 
that as we close. 
 
Let’s go back to Mary and Martha.  Jesus makes this very personal to Martha in Verse 26.  He 
says, 
 
 “Do you believe this?” 
 
“Do you believe this?”  This is a personal question from which must be made a personal 
response. 
 
Not, “is this part of the doctrine of your church?” but “do you believe this?” 
 
Verse 27: 
 

“Yes, Lord,’ she told him, ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to 
come into the world.” 

 
She, you notice, just avoids the resurrection bit.  But she says, “But I know who You are – that’s 
what I believe.” 
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Which is a good way to go, by the way.  You don’t have to know how it’s all going to work out.  
“I believe you are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
 
And having said, “I believe,” in Verse 39 Jesus shocks Martha by saying, “Take away the stone 
in front of the grave.” 
 
And Martha was horrified because in Verse 39 also she says, 
 
 “ ‘But Lord,’ said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ‘by this time there is a bad odor.” 
 
(Basic English:  he stinks!) 
 
 “‘…for he has been there for four days.’” 
 
So notice this:  “Do you believe this, Martha?” 
 
“Yes, I believe.” 
 
“Take away the stone.” 
 
“What?” 
 
“Martha, I thought you just said you believed.  You just said you believed.  Do you really 
believe?” 
 
 Because Jesus reiterated in the next verse, 
 
 “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”   
 
“You would see God in action.  Martha, you are relating only to the physical, visible events that 
you see with your physical eyes.  You are not relating to the spiritual invisible events that you 
cannot see with your eyes.  But you must listen to Me and believe Me when I tell you.”   
 
“You are walking by sight, Martha, not by faith.  But we are to walk by faith, not by sight.” 
 
And if we do, we can look beyond what we see to who we know.  This is Jesus’ business and it is 
Him I am to trust.  And belief becomes trust into experience. 
 
So verse 41 says, 
 
 “So they took away the stone.” 
 
And by the way, every act of God is precipitated by an act of obedience.  Before this miracle 
could be performed they had to engage in obedience, take away the stone, when they did. 
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We don’t sit passively back and say, “Well, God You do it.  I will have a cup of coffee while I 
am waiting.  You do it.” 
 
No.  You say, “What do You want me to do?” 
 
And that may take courage.  It may take going out on a limb, rolling away the stone of a tomb 
where a body is putrefying and has been dead for four days.  The whole town was watching 
because everybody was out there to mourn with these sisters. 
 
But she took away the stone.   
 

“And Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have heard me.  I know you 
always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here that they may 
believe that you sent me.’ 

 
 “When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’” 
 
Jesus spoke right into his deadness, and His very words spoke life into Lazarus. 
 
You know John 6:63 Jesus said there, 
 
 “The words I have spoken to you…they are life.” 
 
“Those words that I speak in themselves are life-giving.” 
 
But if every act of God is precipitated by an act of obedience - as I said just now, if we don’t 
obey, we don’t see God working - if every act of God is precipitated by an act of obedience, it is 
also true that every command of God has inherent within it the ability to obey. 
 
God doesn’t make commands that humiliate us; He makes commands that have within them the 
inherent ability, which is His ability, to obey. 
 
Lazarus is dead.  He has no natural ability.  “Come out!” and the life that is in His word brings 
life into Lazarus. 
 
And Verse 44, it is interesting, it says, 
 
 “The dead man came out.” 
 
I don’t know – I would have thought it should say, “The alive man came out.” 
 
But there was dead man; now the alive man. 
 
And there are two important truths that are in this whole story.  One is spiritual; one is physical.   
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The spiritual one is this picture of spiritual resurrection.  From our natural state of death, Paul 
wrote to the Ephesians [2:1] and said, 
 
 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.” 
 
Your natural state is you are spiritually dead - physically alive, yes, but spiritually dead. 
 
And then three verses later, four verses later, he says, 
 
 “But God made us alive.” 
 
Maybe there are some of us here this morning and we need to come alive spiritually, we need 
that resurrection life spiritually, which is to be born again of the Holy Spirit to receive the very 
life of God into our own hearts and lives and souls.   
 
So it is a picture of spiritual resurrection.   
 
It is also foreshadowing the physical resurrection that those of us who die in Christ will one day 
experience. 
 
How do you know if this is true?  It all depends on whether Jesus Christ is true because He says, 
“I am the resurrection and the life.” 
 
“If I am a fraud, if I am an imposter, if I am just a confidence trickster, there is nothing.  But if I 
am who I claim to be, everything I commit to you is committed with a guarantee, guaranteed by 
who I am.” 
 
And so I love the fact that when He said, “Do you believe this” to Martha, she said, “I believe 
that You are the Christ, the Son of God who was to come into the world.” 
 
She didn’t answer the question, “Do you believe in the resurrection?” 
 
“I believe who You are.” 
 
And therefore when you know who Jesus Christ is, all the rest becomes logical, you trust Him. 
 

“I have come that you might have life, and have it to the full.” 
 
Let’s bow our heads together for a few moments. 
 
What’s the big “so what?” about what I have talked to you about this morning? 
 
Well there are two things.  One:  there is an agenda God has in your life that you may not see.  
You invited God into circumstances but He seems to have been inactive and silent. 
 
Will you trust Him for His own agenda that will be much bigger than yours? 
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Will you say to Him quietly, “Lord, forgive my frustration, my disappointments, my ‘if only’s’ 
and help me to trust You.” 
 
And the second thing is that everything Jesus is, He will be to you.  He is the resurrection, but 
not only the resurrection, He is also the life.   
 

“Whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” 
 
Do you believe this?   
 
That was the question asked. 
 
And in receiving that risen life of Christ into our lives, that we live in the power of His 
resurrection, the Scripture says, you can be sure of a physical resurrection when that day comes. 
 
This addresses the biggest fears of our lives probably. 
 
Lord Jesus, I thank You for everyone here this morning and for the fact You brought us here.  
Some of us for the first half of this story, we have no idea what is going on.  We only see what 
seems to be inactivity by God.   
 
Help us, we ask You, to trust You, that there is a big beautiful picture.  And one day we will see 
it all.  We will look back from the vantage point of heaven and we will know it and we will see it 
and we will be glad.  And we will say with Jesus, “I am glad I was not there because of all the 
other benefits that came. 
 
And Lord, if we don’t know You as our life and strength, having cleansed us to break that barrier 
between You and ourselves and come to live within us, we pray that we might see this morning 
that risen life, to live in the power of His resurrection and be sure of our future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


