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John – I Am 
Part 4 

John 10:11-16 
Pastor Charles Price 

 
If you have got your Bible I am going to ask you to read with me, turn with me, to John’s Gospel 
and Chapter 10.  John’s Gospel Chapter 10; I am going to read from Verse 11 down to Verse 16.   
 
John’s Gospel Chapter 10 Verse 11.Jesus is speaking.  He says, 
 
 “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
 

“The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep.  So when he sees the wolf 
coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away.  Then the wolf attacks the flock and 
scatters it. 
 
“The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
 
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me – just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father – and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
 
“I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen.  I must bring them also.  They too will 
listen to my voice, and there will be one flock and one shepherd.” 

 
Most of you will know that we have been looking at some of the “I am” statements of Jesus.  We 
talked about His statement “I am the light of the world, I am the bread of life, I am the door to 
the fold” and this morning I want to talk to you about this statement, “I am the good shepherd.” 
 
I think if I were to ask you “what is your favorite image of Jesus in the New Testament?” many 
of you might well say the image of Jesus as a shepherd.  It conjures up postcard pictures of a 
shepherd with a lamb on his shoulders, sheep around his feet, lovely fresh, green grass, nice blue 
sky, warm sunshine. 
 
And this picture of the Lord as our shepherd is a very warm, a very protective, a very pastoral 
image.  Probably the most loved passage in the whole of Scripture is Psalm 23 – “The Lord is my 
shepherd.”   
 
And I suppose that is the most frequently read passage at funerals when you come to the end of 
your days, what do people cling to?  The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” 
 
However, when Jesus spoke these words, it created an enormous outrage on the part of many of 
the people who heard Him.  You can read through the passage there and you will find it led to 
accusations of being demon possessed, led to accusations of being mad. 
 
At one stage they picked up stones to stone Him and later they seized Him but He wriggled out 
of their seize and He escaped their grasp (back in Verse 39).   
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Why did this beautiful picture, “I am the good shepherd” provoke such a hostile response?   
 
I will tell you why:  because they considered it to be blasphemy. 
 
They said that in Verse 31.  The Jews picked up stones to stone Him but Jesus said to them, 
 

“I have shown you many great miracles from the Father.  For which of these do you stone 
me?” 

 
They said, 
 

“‘We are not stoning you for any of these,’ replied the Jews, ‘but for blasphemy, because 
you, a mere man, claim to be God.’” 

 
Really?  In what way did He do that in this context? 
 
Well there are two counts from this statement, “I am the good shepherd.” 
 
First of all the words, “I am” in Hebrew in the Old Testament becomes the name that God gave 
Himself that we in English call Jehovah or Yahweh (as we sang in the one of the songs this 
morning).   
 
And Jehovah, which means “I Am” when Moses asked God, “What is your name?” He said, “I 
AM WHO I AM.” 
 
From that we have this name Jehovah, Yahweh.  It is the name of God.  And you may remember 
that two or three years ago we did a whole series on the compound Jehovah names in the Old 
Testament.   
 
For instance, Jehovah-jireh, which meant “I am your Provider.”   
 
Jehovah-shalom – “I am your Peace” 
 
Jehovah-raah – “I am your Shepherd” 
 
Jehovah-tsidkenu – “I am your Righteousness” 
 
And we went through a whole series of those statements of God. 
 
Now Jesus, to the discerning ear of the Jewish theologians, when He said, “I Am,” He is 
identifying Himself with Jehovah. 
 
Not only that, but when He said, “I am the good shepherd,” the Old Testament picture with 
which these people were familiar of a shepherd and his sheep, were images of God and His 
people Israel. 
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Psalm 79:13 says, 
 
 “We are your people, the sheep of your pasture; we will praise you forever.” 
 
Psalm 80:1: 
 
 “Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock.” 
 
Psalm 95:7: 
 
 “For he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.” 
 
There are many references I could give you because it recurs a number of times.   
 
And of course, Psalm 23: 
 
 “The Lord “(Jehovah, Yahweh) “is my shepherd, I shall not want.” 
 
And so to describe Himself as the Good Shepherd and to prefix it with “I am the Good 
Shepherd” is a double self-identification with God. 
 
And to the ears of the Jewish people that was blasphemy.  And blasphemy deserved all the 
vengeance they wanted to show against Him in trying to stone Him and then seizing Him.  And 
this lingered for the rest of His ministry that He was guilty of blasphemy until actually when they 
came to the crucifixion, one of the accusations they brought against Him was of blasphemy. 
 
Now the Jews couldn’t just shrug their shoulders at this and ignore the implications.  No doubt it 
was lost on some but those on whom it was not lost were offended by it. 
 
But when they tried to grab Him He wriggled out of their grasp and He got away. 
 
But here we have this beautiful pastoral heart of Jesus in this description of Himself as the Good 
Shepherd. 
 
And I want to look at three things in this passage.  It comes in the middle, of course, of Chapter 
10 where Christ is three things in Chapter 10:  He is the door, He is the shepherd and He actually 
is the fold into which they are brought.  He doesn’t say, “I am the fold” but the implication is 
clearly there.  Jesus’ invitation is “Come to Me and I will give you rest.” 
 
So He is the door, He is the shepherd, and He is the fold. 
 
Regarding Him being the Good Shepherd, I am going to talk about three things there.  We will 
have to leave out some detail that could well be looked at in this passage, but the first thing is He 
calls His own sheep by name.  We read that in Verse 3. 
 



John	–	I	Am	–	Part	4	–	Price	2014	 Page	4	
	

 “He calls His own sheep and leads them out.” 
 
In Verse 14: 
 
 “I know my sheep and my sheep know me.” 
 
Verse 27: 
 
 “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them.” 
 
These are wonderful statements. “I know My sheep to the extent I call them by name.” 
 
Every one of us needs to know that we are known.  There could be little more lonely than feeling 
that we are not known.   
 
It is possible – and maybe many of us have been in this situation – where you are surrounded by 
people, maybe by friends, maybe by family, but you feel that no one really sees you and really 
knows you.  They don’t know your deepest dreams; they don’t know your greatest inward 
struggles.  It all remains hidden from view. 
 
And yet deep down we have a longing to be known, to be understood, for people to really get us 
and to be called by name. 
 
You know Starbucks have identified this.  If you go to Starbucks and you buy a coffee, they ask 
you your name and write it on the cup and, when it’s ready, they will call you by name.  That’s 
why people go to Starbucks – one of the reasons – it is subtle, but it is a real reason; they call you 
by name. 
 
I go to a blood clinic from time to time and when I go in, they give me a number.  If I am lucky it 
is Number 2, 3, 4, 5 but it’s usually Number 47 or 49 or something way up there.   
 
And the time comes when the lady walks in and says, “49!”  And I think, “Oh, that’s my 
number” and I follow her through.  And she always says the same thing.  “What’s your date of 
birth?” (Just to make sure I’m the right person), but that’s another 7 numbers. 
 
You know God doesn’t count us.  He names us. 
 
We are counted in many ways.  The global population right now is 7.25 billion.  That doesn’t 
make us very significant does it?  
 
Who are you?  Well I am one of 7.25 billion who inhabit the world today. 
 
You could narrow it down to the fact that there are 35 million in Canada, or narrow that down to 
13.6 million in Ontario, or narrow that down to actually about 6 million now in the greater 
Toronto area. 
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I am known by some numbers.  My SIN number:  for those of you who are not Canadian – my 
Social Insurance Number.  I have an OHIP number – my health card.  I have a passport with a 
number.   
 
But God doesn’t give us a number.  When you were born God didn’t say, “Oh here comes (from 
the history of the world); here comes 450 billion and 2.” 
 
He knows us by name.  He calls us by name.  God said to Moses in Exodus 33 – or Moses said to 
God should I say, 
  
 “You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor with me.” [Vs. 12] 
 
In Isaiah God said to Israel, Isaiah 43 [Vs 1]: 
 
 “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine.” 
 
Mine! 
 
Isaiah 45:3 God speaks to Cyrus there, the king of Persia, outside of the Old Covenant 
relationship with God, the king of what was then the greatest empire of that era.  And God says 
to King Cyrus, 
 

“I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places, so that you may 
know that I am the LORD, the God of Israel, who summons you by name.” 

 
“You are not just a pagan king to Me.  I know your name.  And by knowing your name, I know 
your identity and everything about you.” 
 
Jeremiah 1:5 God said to Jeremiah, 
 
 “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.” 
 
“Before your mother and father even knew you were on the way, I knew you already,” says God. 
 
Remember Samuel in the Old Testament. One night in his bed as a boy he heard his name called, 
“Samuel, Samuel.” 
 
He thought it was Eli the priest because he was living in the temple, and he ran to Eli and he 
said, “I didn’t call you.  Go back to bed.” 
 
He heard it again; ran to Eli.   
 
“I didn’t call you.” 
 
And Eli was smart enough to say, “Next time say, ‘Speak Lord, your servant hears.’” 
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And Samuel, back in his bed, heard, “Samuel, Samuel.” 
 
“Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.” 
 
And God spoke to him, but He called him by name. 
 
Psalm 139 [vs 1-3] says, 
 
 “O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 
 
 “You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
 
 “You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all of my ways.” 
 
“You know everything about me.” 
 
You may think this morning that you are unknown.  You may even like being unknown.  You 
may like to hide away things.  You think if anybody really knew you they would reject you, they 
would push you away. 
 
But He knows us and He loves us.  He calls His own sheep by name, says John quoting Jesus.  
He calls His own sheep by name and leads them out. 
 
Paul, on the Damascus road; do you remember, going to arrest Christians, put them in jail, kill 
them if necessary, as he neared Damascus on his journey, in Acts 9 it tells us  
 

“Suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a 
voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’” 

 
He didn’t say, “Hey, you over there on the camel, what in the world do you think you are 
doing?” 
 
He called him by name. 
 
That’s why He got his attention. 
 
Have you sensed that deep in your own heart? 
 
I have never heard the word “Charles” spoken to me from heaven but I have heard God speak to 
me in a way that was personal and direct. 
 
I was just thinking yesterday afternoon about some of the times, and I won’t give you those 
details, the actual what God has said, because it is not relevant to the point.   
 
But I remember as a 14 year old boy very distinctly God spoke to me.  At the age of 25 God 
spoke to me on one occasion very clearly.  At the age of 27 God spoke to me very clearly, 
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personally.  At the age of 37, at the age of 50 I remember God very specifically saying 
something to me. 
 
And I only know with confidence it was God, though I sensed it was, was because the things He 
said worked their way out. 
 
We often talk about knowing God but it is more significant to know that we are known by God. 
 
1 John 4:19 says that, 
 
 “We love him because he first loved us.” 
 
It is the knowledge of His love for us that awakens within us a love for Himself.  So God 
initiates there.  He loves us and we love Him because of it.   
 
Galatians 4:9 Paul says this: 
 

“But now that you know God – or rather that you are known by God” (that’s more 
important) – “how is it that you are turning back to those weak and miserable principles?  
Do you wish to be enslaved to them all over again?” 

 
He says now that you know God – rather that you are known by God – why in the world have 
you gone back to be enslaved by things all over again? 
 
I’ll tell you perhaps why Paul writes that in that sentence:  because if we do not know that we are 
known by God and live with the consciousness that I am known and loved by God, we will 
wander and we will think that we are not that valuable and we will wander into things that 
enslave us. 
 
That’s his warning there. 
 
There is a vacuum within our lives that being known by God – God’s presence meets that 
vacuum of course but it’s being known by God that meets a psychological vacuum in our lives. 
 
And when you are known by Him,  
 

“He makes me lie down in green pastures”  
 
is how David writes about the shepherd,  
 

“…leads me beside still waters.  He restores my soul.” 
 
We’ll not lie in the green pastures or remain by the still waters if there is a deep loneliness in our 
souls.  We will be restless.  And that loneliness is met by intimacy with God. 
 
And I know that, as probably many of you do, in your own heart. 
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Tim Keller, who is one of the sharpest writers around at the moment, in his book The Meaning of 
Marriage, writes this: 
 

“To be loved but not known is comforting but superficial.  To be known and not loved is 
our greatest fear.  But to be fully known and fully loved, truly loved – to be fully known 
and truly loved – is what we need more than anything.  It liberates us from pretense; it 
humbles us out of our self-righteousness, and fortifies us and strengthens us for any 
difficulty life can throw at us.” 

 
To be known and to be loved.  And deeper than knowing God is being known by God.   
 
Paul, in 1 Corinthians 8:3 says, 
 
 If anyone loves God, he is known by God.” 
 
We love Him because He first loved us.  And we become known in that relationship of love. 
 
You know we can know our theology, we can know our Bibles, we can know the attributes of 
God, we can know the Trinity, we can know the work of God, we can know the work of Jesus 
Christ, we can know the work of the Holy Spirit and at the same time be cold in our hearts. 
 
Our heart is not on fire with love, there is not that soulish nakedness before God where I am 
known and loved as I am and He speaks to me. 
 
I had an email yesterday morning from someone who said that his head was saying one thing but 
his heart was saying another and he would obey his heart.  And so he sent me this email which is 
an expression of his heart.  That’s the real person.  Our heads sometimes censor our hearts but 
it’s from our hearts that we know that love relationship with Him and we know being known. 
 
Some of us may not want to be known.  We may prefer to remain hidden.  Some of the sheep, 
you know, wander off alone. 
 
Remember Jesus told the story about a shepherd with 100 sheep and one wandered off on his 
own because it was not finding in what the shepherd provided what it needed; it was looking for 
something else.  It didn’t settle at the green pastures or by the still waters, and so it wanders. 
 
When we lived in England our house was in the middle of a field and we had sheep in this field 
much of the time.  And they would, if it was possible – you had to fence them in pretty 
thoroughly – but they would push their way through, they would push their way into our garden 
from time to time, get caught up in thorns and bushes and totally lost because they weren’t 
satisfied with the provision. 
 
The old saying “the grass looks greener on the other side” comes from sheep.  They always look 
somewhere else. 
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And so we are known by the shepherd and that he calls his own sheep by name.  But I want to 
notice a second thing in Verse 11. 
 
 “I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 
 
Now we know ultimately that is speaking about the cross, that He went to the cross; He lay down 
His life for us. 
 
But I want to think a little bit beyond that and ask what does this tell us about the heart of the 
shepherd?  And what it tells about the heart of the shepherd is this:  He would die for you.  
That’s the extent of His love. 
 
Not that He did die for you, but that He would die for you. 
 
I used to say to the students at Capernwray in England when I was teaching there; I would say to 
the guys, “Don’t marry a girl unless you would be willing to die for her.” 
 
That’s based on what Paul said in Ephesians 5. 
 
 “Husbands love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for it.” 
 
So I said if you were with your girlfriend and you got attacked, would you use her as a shield?  
Or would you protect her? 
 
Incidentally, I was speaking at a conference also in England on another occasion and I was 
speaking from Ephesians Chapter 5 where Paul talks about marriage.   
 
He prefixes that by saying, “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”  There’s a 
mutual submission to one another. 
 
And then he is specific. He says, “Wives, submit to your husbands,” and if you look in the 
context, “by living with such mutual respect, mutual trust, mutual love that you will trust him 
anywhere with anything.” 
 
The husband, on the other hand, submits by “as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for 
her, husbands love your wives.” 
 
So I was saying the husbands; the test, the test for her is does she trust you fully with anything 
and everything?  Test for him is would you die for her? 
 
And I was saying this – it was a conference of all kinds of people, a residential conference.  And 
there was a young guy sitting out there with his girlfriend and he wrote on a piece of paper, “I 
would die for you” and he passed it to her.  And she wrote underneath, “I would trust you with 
anything” and passed it back. 
 
He wrote underneath that, “Will you marry me?” and passed it back. 
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She wrote it back and said, “Yes.” 
 
And at the end of the meeting they came up to talk to me and they said, “We just got engaged.”   
 
I said, “Congratulations!  When was that?” 
 
They said, “When you were preaching.” 
 
I said, “What do you mean when I was preaching?” 
 
And they told me the story. 
 
Jesus would die for you.  He did die for you, but He would die for you, if you understand the 
subtle difference there.  That’s how much He loves you; that’s how much He cares for us.  That 
is His love. 
 
He contrasts in Verse 12 the hired hand.   
 

“The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep.  So when he sees the wolf 
coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away.  Then the wolf attacks the flock and 
scatters it. 
 
“The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.” 

 
The hired hand is not interested in the sheep.  He is interested in his wellbeing, in his pay packet 
at the end of the week.  But when the sheep are in crisis he is out the door. 
 
Don’t be a hired hand of a husband will you, and quit when it gets tough.   
 
No, the shepherd stays with the sheep – not the hired hand – because he knows the sheep, he 
loves the sheep; he is committed to the well-being of the sheep.  He dies for the sheep. 
 
The third and the last thing is that his sheep know his voice.   
 
In Verse 4 it says, 
 
 “His sheep follow him because they know his voice.” 
 
Verse 14 says, 
 
 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me.” 
 
What if you don’t know the voice of the shepherd?  What if you don’t listen to him, you don’t 
trust him, you don’t respond to him? 
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You will begin to move out of his reach.  The shepherd is constantly seeking the attention of his 
sheep because in Verse 16 Jesus says, 
 

“I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen.   I must bring them also.  They too will 
listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.” 

 
He is talking there about the Gentiles who are going to be brought into one flock, one shepherd.  
But he says about those other sheep, “They will listen to My voice.  They will hear Me and listen 
to Me.” 
 
There are three things that become true for the sheep in this passage:  “they know Me, they know 
My voice, they listen to My voice.” 
 
Those three statements are made by Jesus.  “They know Me, they know My voice, they listen to 
My voice.” 
 
You may know Christ but do you know His voice?  How do you know the voice of anyone? It’s 
by familiarity with them, isn’t it?  Somebody you know and are close to; you can hear their voice 
in a crowd because you are familiar with it. 
 
If we close our ears to the Lord Jesus we will lose His voice and we will be all over the place in 
how we live. 
 
Of course His eternal Word, the Scriptures, is a place where we hear His voice, His general 
voice, speaking to all His people.  Though you will read it and sometimes very specifically 
something in His general voice will become a very personal and particular voice to you and you 
will get hold of this statement and God will underscore it in your heart as you read it. 
 
But we need to hear His personal voice as well.  There are things that God will show you and 
direct you in that are not in the Scriptures.  It doesn’t tell you where to live in the Scriptures but 
God may specifically call you to a place or to a purpose or to a function. 
 
It will always be subject, of course, to the revealed general will when God speaks to us about His 
specific will in our lives. 
 
Twice on this platform I heard the voice of God speak to me and say the same thing – twice – 
thirteen years apart.  I won’t tell you what it was, but I can tell you it was the voice of God 
because He brought it into being.  
 
And sometimes you hear His voice and you tuck it away.  Don’t try to manipulate anything He 
has said to you, just tuck it away and you say, “if this is from God He will bring it to pass” and 
when He does, you look back and say, “Oh that’s exactly what He said.  That was the voice of 
God.” 
 
None of us are 100% sure at the time – maybe 70% and we step out in faith and we discover it to 
be true. 
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But hearing the voice of the shepherd is crucial. 
 
Hilary, my wife, was in Israel for two weeks on the West Bank – just got back a week ago today.  
And two weeks ago today they had a day-retreat out in the Judean desert and they encountered a 
shepherd and his sheep. 
 
And she was telling me a little bit about that and I asked her to just share a couple of things from 
that with us to tie in exactly what I talked about.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
So we were out in the desert and we were down at the bottom of a wadi, which is a very steep 
cliff leading down to a river. 
 
And we were studying Elijah for the day, so we were down by the Cherith Brook, we were under 
the juniper bush on the desert floor and then we climbed halfway back up the mountain and sat in 
a cave.  And I taught the women about Elijah in the cave. 
 
And then as we came out of the cave and the women were doing their personal reflection, 
looking at the picture book all around us, a man and his son had climbed up the mountain, 
halfway up the mountain with us, and made us some tea.  They had made a little fire, they put a 
black kettle on it, and we were very ready for a cup of tea. 
 
So we sat with our cup of tea and we suddenly found ourselves in the middle of a whole flock of 
sheep and goats.  And the shepherd that we had met at the bottom of the valley was leading his 
flock of sheep and goats up the mountainside right up to the top.  And as we were sitting they 
were all around us. 
 
And we were learning about responding to God, responding to the voice of God and suddenly it 
was in glorious Technicolor all around us.   
 
So I am just going to share a couple of things that we all learned that day. 
 
One of the sheep, as it was coming past us, it stepped off the path; it stepped a little bit down the 
mountain and it found itself stranded on a rock, on a ridge.  And it could not get back to the 
flock. 
 
So the shepherd, rather than stopping for that sheep, he kept going.  And he kept going way out 
of sight.  The sheep couldn’t see him; he couldn’t see the sheep and now it was really quite 
frightened.   
 
So the man who had made the tea, realizing the sheep was frightened and stranded on this ledge 
– it was actually pregnant as well – he started to walk up the path by the sheep and call it.   
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He was saying, “Chichi-chichi-chichi,” and the sheep just stood and looked at him as if to say, 
“You are not my shepherd.  I don’t know your voice.  I am not going to follow you.”  And it 
would not move off the ledge. 
 
And the shepherd had gone way ahead.  So the little boy who had helped us with the tea jumped, 
ran down, ran back up again to the ledge, got behind the sheep and starting going, “Whish-sh” at 
the sheep. 
 
So now instead of the sheep moving in response to the shepherd’s voice, it actually moved out of 
fear, which is what happens to us when we go out of range of the shepherd’s voice – we start to 
move out of fear. 
 
So it did get back; it did get in the flock and it did stumble its way back up the mountain. 
 
And at first I thought, “Wow, he was such a bad shepherd because he left his sheep.  The sheep 
couldn’t see him, the sheep couldn’t hear him.” 
 
And then we listened to our guide and he told us something about shepherds and their sheep that 
I began to think maybe he wasn’t such a bad shepherd and maybe he allowed the sheep to need 
him, maybe he allowed the sheep to feel fear, maybe he allowed the sheep to desperately want 
the shepherd again.   
 
Because our guide told us that if a sheep is very willful and continually goes away from the 
shepherd ignoring the shepherd’s voice and not hearing the shepherd’s voice, it will take that 
sheep and it will twist its legs.   
 
And then of course that sheep can’t walk anymore.  So what the shepherd does is he picks that 
sheep up and he drapes it around his shoulders.  And you often see pictures of shepherds with a 
sheep around their shoulders.  
 
The reason he drapes the sheep around his shoulders and carries it day after day, week after 
week, until the sprain that he caused heals is because he wants the sheep’s head to be next to his 
so that it reacquaints itself with his voice.  It only hears his voice.   
 
And after time on the shepherd’s shoulders when the sheep is healed again, when it is put back 
down on the ground again, all it wants to do is stay close to the shepherd and respond to his 
voice. 
 
Well there were many other things we learned.  I was given two minutes – I’ve probably taken 
more so those are two things we learned. 
 
 
 
Now that’s a beautiful up to date picture.  You know our wounds sometimes drive us away from 
the shepherd.  They are designed to have the very reverse purpose to drive us to the shepherd. 
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You know our sins drive us away from the shepherd.  They are designed to drive us back to the 
shepherd.  We come back disciplined, maybe wounded, as these eastern shepherds would twist 
the leg of the sheep that it becomes familiar with his voice again wrapped around his neck.   
 
Whatever else this tells us – and it tells us many things – it tells us this:  Jesus is your friend.  
Don’t treat Him as the enemy.  Don’t treat Him as the ogre.  Don’t treat Him as the threat.  Don’t 
treat Him as the source of fear.  He is a good shepherd.  He knows you by name.  He would die 
for you.  Learn to hear His voice. 
 
And one last verse:  Isaiah 40:11, it says of God regarding His sheep, 
 

“He tends his flock like a shepherd:  He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them 
close to his heart, he gently leads those that have young.” 

 
Hilary’s picture of the sheep around the neck, close to the voice, hearing the voice of the 
shepherd, learning, becoming familiar with the voice of the shepherd; the lambs He carries close 
to His heart.  They feel the beat of His heart. 
 
And when in the story Jesus told of a shepherd who had 100 sheep and he counted 99 at the end 
of the day – one was missing – he left the 99 and he went out to search and search for the lost 
sheep. 
 
And it says there in Luke 15, 
 

“When he finds the lost sheep he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and he goes home. 
Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found 
my lost sheep.’” 

 
Not, “Have you seen this crazy sheep?  I mean I spent hours searching for it, this stupid little 
thing!” 
 
No he says, “Rejoice, this is my friend and I have brought him home.” 
 
He calls His own sheep and He leads them out. 
 
If we don’t know the voice of Jesus, the Shepherd, we will be all over the place.  There are many 
voices that speak to us.  If we don’t know the voice of the Shepherd, as Hilary just said, we will 
know and listen to voices of doubt, voices of fear, voices of anxiety.  But when we know His 
voice, we will know His heart. 
 
I want us to respond in our own hearts before God.  We are going to bow our heads in prayer.  In 
quietness, would you just think about this and respond to God?  He calls His own sheep by name.  
Thank Him for what that means in your life, just quietly. 
 
If there are things you would like Him not to know, would you just talk about them and invite 
Him into those areas, to come right into those areas you would rather He didn’t know. 
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He would lay down His life for you – He did and He would.  What does that mean about His 
love for you? 
 
His sheep follow Him because they know His voice.  Do you know His voice?  Will you ask 
Him to speak to you?   
 
You can’t bypass time in the Scriptures for that – you must go to the Scriptures and spend time 
in them, not just to know what everybody else knows, but to hear His voice speaking personally 
to you for what you need to know in your situation. 
 
Lord, You are the Good Shepherd and we want You to shepherd us, not to be those lambs and 
sheep that get caught on a rock or go in the wrong direction or get caught in the thicket.  We 
want to be those sheep who know that we are known by You, who know that You would die for 
us, who know Your voice because You speak to us.   
 
 
 


