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Part 2 

“Living in Two Worlds” 
Ephesians 1:1-2 

Pastor Charles Price 
 
 
 
If you have got your Bible this morning I am going to ask you to turn to 
Ephesians and Chapter 1.  And I do encourage you to bring a Bible week by 
week. I just glanced around a bit earlier and there are a lot of you don’t.  That’s a 
high-risk game you are playing.  Don’t trust the preacher. 
 
You know I had a conversation with somebody this morning after the first service 
who was reciting to me things that she had heard from a preacher which are quite 
a distortion of what the New Testament says.   
 
And it is very dangerous to trust what somebody tells you without (especially a 
preacher) without going back to this book and saying, “Is this what this book 
says?” 
 
And I know that there are some ambiguities and some different perspectives that 
people may have on the same thing but we must conscientiously understand what 
does the Word of God say?  Not what does the pastor say, not what does the 
preacher say; what does the Word of God say? 
 
And, having said that, if you don’t have your Bible with you, there are some in 
the pews.  We have put some extra ones there in the last weeks, but I encourage 
you to bring your own because you can mark it – and don’t be afraid of doing 
that.  You can make notes and leave it there and you can go back to it and follow 
it up later, and it is to your advantage to be able to do that. 
 
Now, having said that, I am going to read you one verse, but we will look at some 
other verses later. 
 
Ephesians Chapter 1, and I am going to read Verse 1.  Last week, if you were 
here, we began to look at this letter of Paul to the Ephesians.  And basically I 
introduced it last week, what its main message is.   
 
But in Verse 1, Paul makes what is a basic introductory greeting from himself to 
his readers.  And he says something there that is very important. Let me read it to 
you and then we’ll talk about it. 
 

“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints in 
Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus.” 
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Let me stop there. 
 
I was reading through a newspaper, came across an article recently that was 
entitled, “Living in Two Places at Once.”  And it was looking at people who have 
two homes and live at two addresses.  I don’t mean by that someone who has a 
home but a cottage up on a lake somewhere, where they can escape to during the 
summer.  But rather, people who may be by virtue of the fact that one spouse 
works in one location, the other in another, and they kind of have two homes and 
somehow juggle and commute between the two. 
 
And one couple they interviewed had a home in Florida and a home in New York 
City and they commuted between those two.  And they said in this interview, 
“The advantages are that you have plenty of variety of life – you are never bored,” 
they said.   
 
Well that’s fine.  But they said the disadvantages are that in some respects it’s 
like, said the lady of this couple, “it’s like I’m always visiting and never planted 
in either place.” 
 
Now you say, why in the world are you telling us that? 
 
I’ll tell you why.  Because I want to talk to you this morning about living in two 
worlds.  When Paul introduces his readers in the second part of Verse 1, he says,  
  
 “To the saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus.” 
 
He says, “You live in two places.  You are in Ephesus and you are in Christ.  You 
have two identities; you belong to two spheres.  All that is involved in living in 
the physical tangible world of Ephesus at a particular time, at a particular era in 
history; but at the same time, you are in Christ.  That is your identity; that is also 
where you live.” 
 
And I want to talk about this everyday world of being in Ephesus or being in 
Toronto (or wherever it is that you might happen to live) and at the same time, as 
being in this everyday physical world, what it means to live in spiritual union in 
Christ. 
 
And there can be, and often is a tension between these two worlds. 
 
I am sure many of you have heard the expression (I have heard it many times) 
spoken of somebody, and we say of them, “They are so heavenly minded they are 
no earthly use.” 
 
What is normally meant is they are so pious, they are so wrapped up in the 
spiritual, that they have lost touch with the world around them, lost touch with the 
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realities of life.  And they are very heavenly minded but don’t expect them to do 
anything of any earthly value. 
 
Well that may be so, but I suggest the bigger danger that Christians face is that we 
can become so earthly minded that we are of no heavenly use.  We can be so 
wrapped up in the concerns of this life, demanding as they may be, certainly 
legitimate as they are, that we begin to think and act totally by the criteria of this 
material world.  And we have forgotten that we are part of something bigger and 
something better and something that brings to us that spiritual dimension that 
makes like on earth so much more meaningful and purposeful. 
 
And we have to learn the tension of living between these two.  Otherwise, we 
might end up like the couple in Florida who say, “We never feel at home in either 
world.” 
 
There is that old spiritual – you have probably heard it many times. 
 
 This world is not my home; I’m just a passing through 
 My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue. 
 The angels beckon me from heaven’s open door 
 And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore. 
 
Lovely sentiment but a dangerous way to think.  Yes, we’re looking forward to 
another home beyond this life.  But this is not just a waiting room, just waiting, 
sitting like you do in the doctor’s office, waiting for your number to be called or 
your name to be called and then you can go and really get the business done. 
 
We are living in this world by divine appointment with resources that are not 
material or physical, that derive from being in Christ. 
 
Now the big question is how do we live with our feet firmly planted on the world 
as a real part of our Ephesus and at the same time how do we live in union with 
Christ and fulfill the agenda of heaven on earth, the Lord Jesus Christ working in 
us here on earth?  How do we do that? 
 
Well, Paul gives us a clue by using two descriptive words for each of these 
spheres.  He says, “To the saints in Ephesus”.  If you are going to live in Ephesus 
well, you have to live as a saint in Ephesus. 
 
What does that mean?  We’ll see that in a moment. 
 
And he says you need to be faithful in Christ Jesus.  If you are going to be 
effective in Christ, you need to understand what it means to be faithful in Christ. 
 
Let’s talk about these two things.  First of all, let me talk about being saints in 
Ephesus. 
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Now before I talk about what it means to be a saint, it’ll be good to introduce the 
city of Ephesus so that we have a location in which these people are living and we 
know something of the environment about which Paul is speaking. 
 
Ephesus is located just about, if you look at the map, just about halfway between 
Jerusalem and Rome.  And it was one of the most important cities in the New 
Testament. 
 
Did you know that ten of the twenty-seven letters or books of the New Testament 
have some connection with the city of Ephesus?   
 
Four books were written to Ephesus – the Ephesians, of course, and then 1 
Timothy and 2 Timothy, written by Paul to Timothy in Ephesus when he was sent 
there in order to look after and pastor the church there.   
 
And then the book of Revelation (which was written of course on the Isle of 
Patmos) but John writes in this letter, in this book of Revelation, seven letters that 
he receives from the Lord Jesus to seven churches, all within the same area of 
Asia Minor, one of which is the city of Ephesus.  And so there is a letter to 
Ephesus in the book of Revelation. 
 
So there are four letters that are addressed to Ephesus and there are six letters or 
books written almost certainly from Ephesus.  1 Corinthians was written when the 
church in Corinth sent a delegation up to Ephesus to meet with Paul and he sends 
them back with this letter of 1 Corinthians. 
 
It is very possible that Philemon was written from Ephesus.  And almost certainly 
that John, who spent time in Ephesus, wrote his Gospel of John in Ephesus, and 
equally likely his letters, 1 John, 2 John and 3 John. 
 
So Ephesus plays a very big role in the New Testament story.  And I want to just 
introduce some things about this city, not to bore you, so stay listening even 
though I just give you a few facts about the city, but because I want to understand 
the context in which Paul says to these folks, “You need to be saints” in this 
Ephesus. 
 
It was the political centre of Asia Minor, the capital city of Asia Minor, which is 
part of what we know today as Turkey, western Turkey.  It had a population of 
about a third of a million, which was big in those days. 
 
Not only was it the political centre, it was the commercial centre for that whole 
region.  It was a port and a trading centre on the Aegean Sea.  And being a coastal 
city and a capital city and a commercial city, there are all kinds of things that go 
with that.  
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There is an anonymity of the big city, which makes it a breeding place for sin and 
for corruption.  People can get lost in the big city; they can exist without serious 
relationships or serious responsibilities.  And often mischief-makers gravitate into 
the cities.  Much corruption originates from the city.  That is still true today and it 
was true then. 
 
And Ephesus was the key commercial and capital city there in Asia Minor. 
 
It was also a religious centre because it was the headquarters of the cult of 
Artemis, which is the Greek name for this goddess, or Diana, which is the Latin 
name.   
 
And some translations of the Bible call her Diana; some call her Artemis.  And I 
will comment on that in just a few moments, but this was a strong, powerful 
religion that not only dominated the city of Ephesus, but also that whole area.  
And it says later, and across the world there were followers of this goddess Diana, 
a religion that was dependent on all kinds of cultish activity and occultist activity 
and sexual promiscuity with temple prostitutes and the like. 
 
Not only was it a religious centre, but maybe because of it, or maybe apart from 
being the centre of Diana worship, it was an occult centre.  And the city was 
gripped by the occult.   
 
You know Paul spent three years there, and at the end of those three years, there 
were many who had been converted from sorcery and occultism to Christ.  And as 
a public demonstration of their conversion, they had a massive bonfire in which 
they burned all their occultist tools and scrolls and books and so on.  And it says 
in Acts 19:19 that the value of what they burned that day came to 50,000 
drachmas.  
 
Now the margin of my Bible says a drachma was a day’s wages.  50,000 days is 
about 140 years.  This is 140 years’ worth of wages.  If you take the minimal that 
you could earn and in our country – let’s say $10 for round figures an hour, and 
they worked 8 hours a day – and you multiply that $80 a day by 50,000 days.  In 
our equivalent it would come to 4 million dollars. 
 
Now I know you can’t compare the economy of the first Century in Ephesus with 
the economy of Canada in the 21st Century, but if you were to draw a parallel, this 
is a bonfire of about 4 million dollars’ worth of stuff that’s being burned.   
 
Now I point that out just to give you some indication of the enormity of occultist 
practices in the city of Ephesus.  No wonder it was the Ephesians that Paul said in 
Ephesians 6:12, 
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“Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 

 
Why does he write that to the Ephesians?  Because the Ephesians knew exactly 
what he was talking about. They lived in an environment where the principalities 
and powers and spiritual authorities in the heavenly realms were very active. 
 
Now it is into this environment that a church is planted.  It really began with a 
man called Apollos who came to Ephesus and preached a slightly distorted 
gospel.  He knew about Jesus but he did not know about the Holy Spirit.   
 
And Paul visited very briefly on his way home to Jerusalem on his second 
missionary journey.  And he left behind Pricilla and Aquila, a couple who were on 
his team, a married couple, and they met Apollos.  They helped to put his doctrine 
right and they began some work there.   
 
And Paul, on his third journey went pretty well straight to Ephesus and he stayed 
there for three years.  And during those three years, remarkable things happened. 
 
If you turn to Acts 19 let me just point out one or two things to you there (having 
strongly recommended you bring your Bibles and then only read one verse, I 
should read a few more), but in Acts 19 – I won’t read the whole chapter of 
course.   
 
But it began with Paul coming to Ephesus, finding 12 men who had listened to 
Apollos but not really grasped what the gospel included.  And so they were 
converted, received the Holy Spirit, and were baptized.   
 
And then Paul went into the synagogue.  There was a Jewish community there in 
Ephesus and he preached in the synagogue for three months, at which point they 
threw him out.   
 
And then he rented the lecture hall of Tyrannus and he preached there for 2 years 
every day.  It says in Verse 9 of Chapter 19,  
 

“He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture 
hall of Tyrannus.  This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and 
Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.” 

 
Not only was there an impact in Ephesus itself, but the province of Asia, today’s 
Turkey, was the place where the gospel spread out and many other churches came 
into being.   
 
Almost certainly the church in Colosse came into being as a result of the overspill 
of what was happening in Ephesus.  And places like Thyatira and Laodicea and 
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Philadelphia that we read about in the book of Revelation, the churches there, 
almost certainly planted as a result of Paul’s preaching for two years like an 
evangelistic mission every day for two years in the city of Ephesus. 
 
And then in Verse 11 it says this: 
 

“God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even handkerchiefs 
and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses 
were cured and the evil spirits left them.” 

 
Remarkable thing!  But that precipitated a huge negative response and down in 
Verse 23 – let me read this.  It says, 

 
“About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way.” 

 
(The Way, by the way, is a euphemism for the gospel.) 
 

“A silversmith named Demetrius, who made silver shrines of Artemis, 
brought in no little business for the craftsmen.  He called them together, 
along with the workmen in related trades, and said:  ‘Men, you know we 
receive a good income from this business.  And you see and hear how this 
fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of people here in 
Ephesus and in practically the whole province of Asia. He says that man-
made gods are no gods at all. 
 
“ ‘There is a danger not only that our trade will lose its good name, but 
also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be discredited, and 
the goddess herself, who is worshiped throughout the province of Asia and 
the world, will be robbed of her divine majesty.’” 

 
Now this is the beginning of a reaction and what led into a mob forming and 
filling the city of Ephesus, so much so Verse 32: 
 

“The assembly was in confusion:  Some were shouting one thing, some 
another.  Most of the people did not even know why they were there.” 

 
(That means rent-a-mob had been busy getting a whole crowd together but they 
didn’t know why they were there.) 
 
And they demanded that Paul and those with him should be driven out of town.  
And in Chapter 20 when the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the disciples and 
after encouraging them said good-bye and set off for Macedonia. 
 
But this is at the end of three years that he spent in the city.  And of course 
Artemis and the worship of Artemis had created all kinds of trades around her, not 
least the silversmiths and the tradesmen who made little models of Artemis and 
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little models of the temple.  (Her temple, you see, was one of the great wonders of 
the world.) 
 
And it was these trades people who got together initially because Paul was 
threatening their business -guesthouses would have flourished around the city - 
and so they wanted to get rid of them and get them out of the town. 
 
Now let me just pause for a moment and suggest to you that this is not the kind of 
environment in which most of us would want to live or to bring up our children.  
It would not top the list of the most desired places to live with all its paganism 
and occultism and corruption.   
 
And yet Paul writes to these folks and he doesn’t say, “Hey, you Christians there 
in Ephesus, I think it would be a great idea if you got yourselves together, moved 
up out to the Mediterranean and built a community where you could be free from 
all this environment and free from all this occultist influence and free from all the 
degradation of the worship of Artemis.  Why don’t you get yourselves down to 
the coast and build a commune and just enjoy fellowship together? 
 
No, he didn’t say that.  He said, “In Ephesus, the operative word I want you to 
understand is that you are called to be saints. 
 
Now that word has been distorted from its New Testament usage and to some 
extent has come to mean almost the opposite of what the New Testament means 
because we tend to think of saints as people who are very good, very pious and 
they lived back in history.  And we stick them onto little statues and some people 
even pray to them, and we think they are people of great virtue. 
 
No, a saint is the opposite of that.  A saint recognizes that he or she has no virtue 
of their own, but they have come humbly to Jesus Christ and said, “Lord Jesus, 
there is nothing in me that merits being right with You.  But there was a day, Lord 
Jesus, when You, who knew no sin, was made to be sin.  You became everything 
that I am in order that You might then, having satisfied the justice of God and 
died for me, might clothe me in Your righteousness.  So that because You once 
stood as ugly as I am in my sin, I will stand as righteous and as beautiful as You 
are in Your righteousness.   
 
“It has nothing to do with my merit, nothing to do with my virtues, nothing to do 
with my being better than most other people.  It has everything to do with my 
recognizing my failure and my sin.  And You coming and cleansing me and 
clothing me in Your own righteousness.” 
 
And that isn’t the meaning of the word saint though, but having done that, the 
word saint means that you are then set apart – set apart for the purposes of the 
Lord Jesus Christ who now lives in you. 
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You see the word saint is a noun and if you were to read a Greek New Testament 
from which our Bible is translated, you will find the same word hagios, which is 
translated when it is a noun as saint.  This same word is translated as an adjective 
by the word holy.  Because to be a saint means to be holy and to be holy means 
literally to be set apart, in this case, for Jesus Christ. 
 
This glass is a holy glass.  What do I mean by that?  This tumbler; it’s been set 
apart for the purpose for which it was made.  What was this made for?  To contain 
drink, liquid – in this case, water.   
 
And my drinking from this is sanctifying this glass (that’s, by the way, this same 
word but it becomes a verb – to sanctify – hagios – this same word).  If it’s a noun 
it is a saint; if it’s an adjective, it’s to be holy; if it’s a verb, it’s to sanctify – same 
word. 
 
So I sanctify this glass by drinking from it because that’s what it was made for.  
So if you walk into a shop that sells these things, “I want a glass to drink from”, 
this is exactly what they will give you.  That’s its purpose. 
 
Now to be a saint – now I could use this of course for – I could use this for all 
kinds of things I’m sure.  I could use it to stop the door slamming shut (it would 
probably break it eventually) but that’s not what it is made for.  That would be an 
unsanctified use of this glass because it is made to drink from. 
 
And so to be a saint means that I have been reconciled to God and I have been set 
apart by God for the purpose for which He made me, which is to be an expression 
of His image, His character, His kindness, His love, His goodness. 
 
Now, says Paul, you are living in a contaminated world – you live in Ephesus 
with all the mess and all the occultism and all the false worship of Diana and all 
the corruption of a coastal trading city such as Ephesus is.  But don’t run away; 
you are called to be a saint, to be set apart in this environment for the purposes of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Now it’s often much more attractive to try and create a little sub-world within the 
wider world where I can escape from all of that.  Now Jesus prayed for His 
disciples in John 17 and He prayed about this very issue.  And by extension in 
praying for them, He is praying for you and for me, who are His disciples too.  
And this is what He says.  John 17:15: 
 

“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect 
them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.” 

 
So let me pause there a moment.  “I don’t pray You will take them out of the 
world, even though they don’t really belong there – they are not of the world, but 
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don’t take them out of the world.  Protect them from the evil one within the 
world.”  
 

“Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  As you sent me into the 
world, I have sent them into the world.” 

 
So He says, “I don’t want You to take them out of the world.  That would defeat 
the purpose for which we have saved them.  Rather, You will protect them from 
the evil one.” 
 
(And by the way, it is always good to make the prayers of the Bible your own 
prayers and this is a great prayer to pray for yourself.)  “Lord, don’t take me out 
of the mess of this world.  Do protect me from the evil one.  I realize that my real 
identity is not just here.  I don’t belong to this world.  But as Jesus said, ‘As You 
sent Me into the world, I have sent them into the world.’  Therefore I am here in 
the world on a mission, sent.”  
 
Not by accident do I live where I live.  I am sent in order that in that environment, 
no matter what it may be like, I might be set apart to Jesus Christ. 
 
God’s purpose is not our withdrawal from our society but our participation in it, 
but in such a way that we are in it on the agenda of heaven, the agenda of God. 
 
And so the first thing he says about the identity of these readers is “you are in 
Ephesus and you are going to be a saint in Ephesus.”   
 
And we are going to talk various places through these chapters about how.  What 
about these principalities and powers that we fight against?  How?  Well he tells 
us. 
 
What about when you live in a corrupt environment where there is stealing and 
gossip and slander and lying?  And maybe some of you find yourself in an 
environment like that, maybe in your place of work, maybe in your home, maybe 
in some situation. I know that some of you here are living in that kind of 
environment.  How do you cope with that?  He tells us. 
 
But you are not just to be a saint in Ephesus.  The second thing he says about 
them is that they are faithful. 
 
 “To the saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Here’s the other identity.  What does it mean to be in Christ?  This phrase is a 
phrase that Paul uses in particular a lot.  In the letter to the Ephesians he uses it 
about 20 times.   
 
In Verse 3: 
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“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.” 

 
That’s where you find every spiritual blessing.  He goes on to say we are chosen 
in Christ.  We have redemption in Christ.  We were marked in Christ with the 
Holy Spirit.   
 
And you can read it through yourself and just circle every time it talks about in 
Christ or in Him.  And you will find 20 times it will give you a fairly thorough 
understanding of what it means to be in Christ. 
 
We won’t look at all those verses; we will cover some of them over the next few 
weeks.   
 
But what does it mean to be in Christ?  Well there are two things that happen 
when a person becomes a Christian.  One is Christ comes to be in us.  We talk a 
lot about that – rightly so. 
 
Romans 8:9 says 
 

“If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to 
Christ.” 

 
It is Christ living in you by His Spirit that makes you a Christian. 
 
2 Corinthians 13:5 Paul says, 
 

“Examine yourselves…test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ 
Jesus is in you?” 

 
So he says test yourselves – are you a real Christian?  How do you know?  Is there 
evidence that Jesus Christ is in me? 
 
So that is one thing that happens when you become a Christian – Christ comes to 
live in me, comes to live in you. 
 
The other thing is we come to be in Christ.  Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 12:13 
that, 
 
 “By one Spirit we were all baptized into one body” 
 
And you will see in the context that is into the body of Christ.  We are baptized 
into Christ, and many other expressions of that. 
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Now these events are both different, though they are complimentary – we can’t 
separate them as far as the timing is concerned but we can separate them as far as 
their meaning and their emphasis and their purpose is concerned. 
 
You see it’s one thing for Christ to be in me; it’s another thing for me to be in 
Christ.   
 
The best way I can illustrate this is this:  I remember reading and also seeing on 
television some time ago now the story of a farmer who was baling hay in his 
field when something got into the baler and jammed it.   
 
And so he got off the tractor but he didn’t disengage the baler.  He went to what 
was jamming it. He was successful in releasing it and the baler began to function 
again.  And it caught his arm, pulled it in and chopped it off just about here.  
There was a big knife that came down to cut up the hay, you see. 
 
He had the presence of mind to go and pick up his right arm in his left hand.  He 
walked, it said, about a third of a mile to the nearest house.  He knocked on the 
door (it didn’t say which hand he used – maybe the spare one, you know).  A lady 
answered the door.   
 
I don’t know what he said to her.  He probably said, “I’ve got a problem.”  But 
she had the presence of mind to first put his severed arm into the deep freeze, then 
call the ambulance.   
 
When the ambulance came, they packed his severed arm with ice, took him and 
the arm to the hospital, and through some delicate microsurgery, they reattached 
the arm to his body.   
 
And I saw a picture about three months later of the man standing bare-chested like 
this outside his farm.  And there was a clear mark on his arm but he was getting 
back his use of it and the prediction was that within 18 months to two years he 
would have pretty well the full use of his arm back again. 
 
Now I tell that story for two reasons.  One, you looked as though you needed a 
story.  Number two, I think it is a good illustration of what it means for Christ to 
be in us and us to be in Christ.  
 
You see when this arm was reattached to the body, two things happened.  One is 
the arm received the life of the body.  When it was severed it was to all intents 
and purposes dead.  Certainly it was lifeless.  If you were to sort of try to tickle it, 
you know, “round and round the garden, like a teddy bear…”you know, it 
wouldn’t respond; it has no feeling.  You know you could use it for all kind of 
things.  You could probably play table tennis with it, if you wanted to.  You could 
use it as a stopped under the door, put some fingers under there so the door…and 
it wouldn’t complain; it’s lifeless; it’s dead you see. 
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So when it was reattached, the sign this was a successful piece of surgery was the 
life re-inhabited the arm and the arm became reattached to the body and became 
part of something much bigger than itself by now being part of the body. 
 
When you become a Christian, we receive life.  We are spiritually dead – 
Ephesians 2 talks about that you are dead in your sin.  And when you become a 
Christian, Christ comes to live in us.  That is, that we become spiritually alive 
with the life of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.  (“Anyone who has the Son has life.  If 
you don’t have the Son, you don’t have life,” it tells us in 1 John because the life 
is the life of the Son.) 
 
Christ comes to live in you but at the same time we come to be in Christ.  That is, 
that you and I become reattached to Christ. 
 
Now there is a difference in the significance of this.  Christ in me is the source of 
power.  You see my life in my hand - talking about my hand now – my life in my 
hand is its source of ability and power.   
 
But I, being in Christ, my arm and that farmer’s arm, being in the body, is a 
source of purpose.  Because now you see, it’s not just a hand doing what hands 
do; it’s a hand cooperating together with the rest of the body.   
 
So I feel a little bit thirsty so I reach down my hand, pick up the glass, aim it in 
the right direction, hold it just in the right place, and drink.  And this arm, 
significant about this hand now is not just that it has my life in it, but it now has 
purpose and function that is related to the fact that it is part of a bigger picture – 
my whole body. 
 
And the emphasis of being in Christ is not just that we have life – that’s Christ 
being in us – but that we now have purpose, we now have function that comes 
from the head of the body into which we have been incorporated, which is Christ. 
 
And so if Christ in me gives me power, I in Christ gives me purpose, Christ in me 
brings me salvation; me in Christ leads me into service (operating under His 
headship).  Christ in me gives me resources; I in Christ gives me responsibilities. 
 
Christ in me is personal but I in Christ is corporate.  That is, that I am now part of 
something bigger.  I am not a lone ranger anymore.  I am not just me in my small 
corner; I am part of a bigger thing called the church of which Christ is its head 
and His Spirit is His life.  But I have been incorporated into Christ.   
 
And Jesus Christ still has a body on earth made up of all kinds of men, women, 
boys and girls from all across the world who have been united to Him.  And this is 
the means by which He does His work. 
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Later we will see in Ephesians Chapter 1, Paul talks about two sides of salvation.  
There is our side – and we are always very familiar with that.  But there is also 
God’s side.  
 
You see what He says is that we have an inheritance in Christ (Chapter 1 Verse 
14).  We have an inheritance in Christ – fantastic.  But he prayed in Verse 18 of 
Chapter 1 that you will know the riches of His inheritance in the saints.  That is, 
in us.   
 
So we have an inheritance in Christ.  Most of us who are Christians here this 
morning know that, but did you know that Christ has an inheritance in you? 
 
Now let me make this as simple as I can possibly make it.  Our inheritance in 
Christ is Christ.  Is that simple?  What do you have?  Christ.  You have been 
blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms in Christ (that’s in 
Verse 3). 
 
Our inheritance in Christ is Christ.   
 
Now here’s the second statement – I will make it as simple as I can.  Christ’s 
inheritance in you is you.  In other words the day you and I became a Christian, 
not only did we rejoice in the fact that Christ now is in my life, but there is 
rejoicing in heaven that the Lord Jesus has another part of the body.   
 
He has another body that has been united to His in which He is not only going to 
live, but through which He is going to work. 
 
And we have to grasp this corporate nature.  And when I say corporate, we’re not 
just lone rangers in this area, but together.   
 
And actually the thrust of the book of Ephesians (and which is one of the reasons 
why I wanted us to look at it over these next weeks) is because he is talking about 
the corporate relationship we have together as a church in Christ.   
 
I mean he says, for instance, you have been built together to be a dwelling in 
which God lives by His Spirit.  
 
He talks about the fact that we grow as each part of the body does its work.  Not 
as I do my work, I will grow.  We have to have this interdependent understanding 
that we’re not just individuals being reconciled to God; we are individuals who, 
having been reconciled to God, have been incorporated into a body.  And it’s a 
corporate centre through which Christ is going to work. 
 
That’s why we are asking the question about this church.  Not Lord, what is Your 
will for me, but what is Your will for us?  And where have You placed gifts that I 



Ephesians:  Resources and Responsibilities – Part 2 – Price 2010 15

don’t have but somebody else will have?  And somebody else over there has other 
gifts and somebody else back here other gifts.   
 
And how do these gifts supplement each other to work together so we all realize 
that I cannot survive and function alone; I have to do so in dependence upon other 
people. 
 
That’s why when you and I decide, “Look, I’m not going to get really serious 
about this, I am not going to get really involved in this; I will turn up on a Sunday 
morning but that’s it because I’m too busy,” you are depriving yourself and you 
are depriving the rest of the body of what would enable both you and they to find 
their fulfillment and function and be effective and fruitful in our world. 
 
You see my hand has a busy life.  But its busyness is only fulfilling and satisfying 
because it is part of the whole of my body.  So I am going to run down the street; 
to keep my balance my hands have to do something.   
 
As I just said, if I drink a glass or whatever I do, the whole body – you see, you 
are part of the body.  We will talk about this later because in Chapter 4 Paul talks 
about this in Ephesians that we are all part of one body through which He is going 
to work. 
 
The arm of the farmer received an inheritance.  The inheritance was the life of the 
man was back in the hand and the arm.   
 
The man, the farmer, received an inheritance in the arm.  That is, he had two arms 
now, two hands now, ten fingers now that he can work with and operate with 
whereas before he was minus that. 
 
And this corporate sense of being workers together with God is so important that 
the Lord Jesus has in us another life in which He can live and through which He 
can express Himself.   
 
And He does that through whoever you are as a person.  He works with our own 
personalities.  If you are shy, He will work in your shyness.  If you are loud, He 
will work in your loudness. If you are naturally clever in one area, He will work 
in that. If you are not clever in any area, He will work in that too.  He will just 
work in whoever you are.   
 
It’s not just that we are machines.  He takes our personalities just as they are and 
we find that the Lord Jesus, in them, fulfills His agenda.  And He will speak with 
our lips and He will love with our hearts and He will walk with our feet. 
 
And so here is the situation here in Ephesus says Paul.  I am writing to you in 
your two addresses – you are in Ephesus and you are in Christ.   
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Now in Ephesus, here is the operative word:  be a saint, set apart for the purposes 
of God in your workplace.  Understand I am here not just to do a job; I am here 
set apart, asking Lord, what is it You want to do?  What is Your agenda?  How 
are you working in this situation - in your home, in your street?   
 
At the same time you are in Christ.  What is the operative word?  Be faithful.  
That is, say, “Lord, I am part of Christ, I am part of His body, I am in Christ.  
What is it You want to do with me?” 
 
And Paul introduces the Ephesian readers in that kind of way because if you see 
those two positions as being the position he is going to write about and you read 
Ephesians thinking about that - in Ephesus; in Christ, in Ephesus; in Christ, you 
will find it will make a lot of sense because he talks about what it is in Christ 20 
times, that we have and we do.  What it is in the real world, that we are to be set 
apart to God and instruments for Him. 
 
It may be that you are here this morning and you are not a Christian and you may 
think, “Oh, this is not about me.”  Well, it’s about what you can enter into as you 
come to Christ. 
 
Being a Christian is not just believing certain things, it’s not just joining some 
religious club; it is realizing your need for Christ to impart life, spiritual life.   
 
And in doing that, by your confessing to Him your need of it by thanking Him 
that He died to remove the guilt and sin which separates us from God, that He can 
restore the life of God into you.   
 
And He will make you - whatever the world is you inhabit - He will make you a 
saint, set apart for His purpose.  And you can receive Him this morning just by 
acknowledging your need of Him.  And if we can help you in talking about that, I 
would love to do that. 
 
But for most of us, you are already a Christian and it’s so easy to forget I live in 
Ephesus as a saint, not just as a citizen but as a saint.  And I am also in Christ, to 
be faithful and looking to Him to work in me and through me.   
 
And if you begin to do that, we begin to do that, it becomes a disposition of our 
hearts, you will find God has an agenda.  And you will look over your shoulders 
and see how God has been at work, as you trust Him to do so. 
 
Well let’s pray together.  Let’s ask God to write this into our hearts and into our 
lives, into our experience.   
 
Father, we thank You this morning that You have given us this incredible 
privilege of being brought into union with Yourself.  And You have left us here 
on earth in order that here, in this world, we might be on mission with You, that 
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we might be the agents through which You can do Your work and You can touch 
other people’s lives and hearts and needs.  And I pray Lord that we will 
understand that in our Ephesus we’re set apart as saints, that in Christ, we are to 
be faithful to You. 
 
Make this real and make this our experience we pray. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


