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Good Morning, Church! 
 
Before we dive into the Word I just want to re-visit something that we did a number of months 
ago.  In the month of April we talked about the famine and drought that was striking East Africa.  
We took up an offering over two Sundays. 
 
And I just want to report back on how much we raised towards that effort and some of the ways 
that God is using it. 
 
In total we received from your generosity $232,384.81.   
 
Just to give you an idea how it was broken up amongst our mission partners; we determined 
where the hardest hit areas were and the capacity of each mission partner to distribute gifts. 
 
It was broken down in this way:  Mulli Children’s Family received $30,000.  Hands at Work 
received $15,000.  WOW received $25,000.  SIM Afar in Ethiopia received $30,000.  And 
World Relief working in South Sudan received $132,384 and the 81 cents. 
 
And so in total, World Relief; their contributions; what we sent to them, was matched three to 
one by the Canadian Food Grains Bank, which resulted in it becoming $397,154.43. 
 
Yes. 
 
So when you add that all up collectively, $629,539.24 was given to alleviate the suffering of our 
brothers and sisters in East Africa. 
 
So I am consistently amazed at the generosity of this community and I know that God takes our 
gifts and He takes our obedience and He blesses it and meets the needs of others.  So thank you 
for the ways in which you gave. 
 
You can turn in your Bibles to John Chapter 2.  We are going to read from John 2:1 in a minute.  
I want to open with just a few thoughts prior to that. 
 
We are creatures of routine and habit.  I don’t know about you but my personality likes to have a 
certain routine to my daily happenings.  And each morning I get up and I start my morning by 
walking straight to the coffee maker.  I don’t say any words to anybody else; I just go make my 
coffee. 
 
And then I grab my coffee, I sit down, I open my Bible and I do my devotions. 
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And you can ask my wife, my children; that’s pretty much my pattern in the morning. 
 
Another routine I have is six days a week I am driving here to the church and it’s just part of my 
routine.  I don’t know about you, but when you are driving on the 401, I have a mathematical 
algorithm as to which lane to pick and I know when to switch from collectors to express.  I 
usually shave off ten to fifteen minutes off of a normal time.  You can ask my wife.  I will not 
share my algorithm with you. 
 
But we can settle into routines even as we are driving, and there are some times when I am 
driving the same route that I drive every day and I tune out.  I just start listening to the music on 
the radio; I’m looking at people losing their cool all around me (I of course never lose my cool). 
And as I am driving, sometimes 15 minutes goes by and I arrive at my destination and I clue in 
that I have arrived and I don’t even remember what’s happened over the last 15 minutes. 
 
Have you ever had that where you are driving along and then you are like, “I don’t remember if I 
was in the express or the collectors.  I don’t remember checking my blind spot or anything.  I 
was just shifting lanes,” because we are in our routine. 
 
And certainly with the onset of GPS we can just blindly follow instructions and sometimes we 
tune out. 
 
I was reading the story of a woman in Tobermory driving her car and she was following her GPS 
and it was rainy and it was foggy and she was driving along, clipping along and then all of a 
sudden she went off of a boat ramp and ended up in Lake Huron.   
 
You can see her car submerged there.  She must have been clipping pretty fast because she was 
30 metres from shore by the time she got out of the car.  So she had a lengthy swim.  She was 
okay – a little battered and bruised, and certainly her ego was troubled by what took place. 
 
But we can be so in a routine that we end up dangerously checking out. 
 
And religion can be the same for us.  It can become simply a routine that we follow that settles 
us into cruise control. 
 
And for the New Testament disciples life had been managed by a culture of religion. 
 
In Numbers Chapter 28 and 29 Moses writes down all the sacrifices that are prescribed by God 
to be made annually at the Temple. 
 
So last night I started to go through the daily offerings, the weekly offerings, the monthly 
offerings, the festival offerings and started to tabulate how many offerings were prescribed by 
God to be observed annually. 
 
And beyond the freewill offerings that people would inevitably bring in their worship of God, the 
prescribed ones amounted to 1,195 animal sacrifices annually. 
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Now if you were a priest at the Temple, or a Levite helping in administering these sacrifices, I 
dare say that it would become somewhat routine. 
 
People would show up with an animal; you would ask; they would confess their sin.  You would 
slit the animal’s neck, let it bleed out and then burn it on the offering.  And eventually it would 
just feel like you are a butcher; you’re just doing this by routine. 
 
Beyond the temple worship, there were all kinds of additional instructions that were given to 
govern people’s lives in the time of Jesus. 
 
They had all kinds of ceremonies that they observed in their purity culture.  But the danger of 
religion, again, is that it can become routine in our lives. And when it becomes routine it 
becomes cold and lifeless.   
 
And it’s like following a GPS; we can go into cruise control and end up going down a destructive 
path. 
 
Last week we looked at how Jesus and God, in effect, disrupted the religion system in New 
Testament Israel with the ministry of John the Baptist, and how some of John’s disciples moved 
past John on to Jesus. 
 
And now He has gathered together five disciples and He starts to train them in the first year and 
a half. 
 
And we looked at, two weeks ago, how He invited them to come and see, come and learn from 
who He is.  He invited them into a shared life, not just a shared study. 
 
And we were reminded that discipleship isn’t just a scheduled event or program; it unfolds 
continuously through the real life experiences. 
 
That was Jesus’ classroom through which He revealed who He is. 
 
And when I look at the Gospels, and certainly in the first year and a half that we are going to 
study together over the summer, Jesus often disrupted people’s religious routines in order to 
awaken them to what He had for them. 
 
And Jesus’ first recorded miraculous event that we are about to read from John Chapter 2, with 
His disciples, strikes right at the heart of the routines of religion.  And He uses a joyful 
celebration to invite His disciples into so much more than just rituals and ceremonies. 
 
In John Chapter 2:1 we read this: 
 
 “On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee.  Jesus’ mother was there, 
 
 “and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 
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 “When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, ‘They have no more wine.’ 
 
 “‘Woman, why do you involve me?’ Jesus replied.  ‘My hour has not yet come.’ 
 
 “His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ 
 

“Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, 
each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. 
 
“Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water’; so they filled them to the brim. 
 
“Then he told them, ‘Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.’ 
 
“They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into 
wine.  He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the 
water knew.   
 
“Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, ‘Everyone brings out the choice wine first 
and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have 
saved the best till now.’ 

 
“What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which He 
revealed His glory.  And His disciples believed in him.” 

 
What I want to discuss in our time together this morning is Running Dry, Redefining Tradition 
and Revealing Glory. 
 
Cana is a small town just north of Nazareth.  It was the home place of Nathanael, one of the first 
five disciples that are with Jesus.  And to appreciate what is happening in this text we need to 
understand wedding ceremonies in New Testament times. 
 
They are not like our ceremonies today.  A man would be betrothed or pledged to be married, 
and legally at that moment they were considered husband and wife.  But they wouldn’t 
consummate the marriage at that ceremony. 
 
After that betrothal- their pledge - the husband would go back home to prepare a place for them.  
And he would build a room off of his father’s house.  And when he had made all the 
preparations, maybe after a few months, sometimes even a year, he would return and come for 
the wife that he was betrothed to. 
 
And he would gather her and then they would come to where he had prepared the place.  And 
there would be a huge celebration oftentimes lasting days, weeks, sometimes even up to two 
weeks, depending on the resources that the family had. 
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So this was a massive celebration taking place that was expected to last for days.  But this young 
couple have run into a problem during the wedding ceremony; they have run dry on wine. 
 
This may have been the first day of the wedding; we’re not told.  But it indicates that they were a 
couple that didn’t have a lot of resources.  And soon everyone will all know how little they have. 
 
There would have been embarrassment for the family running out of wine.  Most scholars 
assume that this is a relative of Jesus; that’s why He and His disciples were invited.  And that’s 
why Mary is so involved in the logistics of the wedding. 
 
And being involved, Mary knows just what to do when you are desperate and in need of divine 
intervention – you go get Jesus. 
 
And what I find intriguing about Mary’s bold approach when she brings this need before Jesus, 
she doesn’t inquire if Jesus can do something.  She doesn’t even ask if He will do something; she 
simply brings the situation before Him. 
 
“Jesus, we have run out of resources. They have no more wine and this would embarrass the 
bride and groom.” 
 
You know when I read Mary’s bold approach, it made me realize sometimes in my prayer life 
I’m so busy asking if Jesus is willing to do something, maybe even doubting that He is able to do 
something with whatever situation I have run into.  And as I look at Mary’s approach, she just 
lays the need before Him. 
 
And in our prayer lives, if you are facing something here today, we can learn a lesson from Mary 
here.  We just lay it before Him.  Mary simply lays the reality before Jesus.  Apart from divine 
intervention, this couple is going to be humiliated and the party will stop. 
 
Jesus’ response to her I find intriguing.  He says,  
 

“Woman, why do you involve me?  My hour is not yet come.” in the NIV translation. 
 
I like the New American Standard Bible’s translation a bit better because it starts to 
communicate what Jesus is really saying to her.   
 
In it, it says, 
 

“And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what does this have to do with us?  My hour is not yet 
come.’” 

 
What Jesus is really saying when He calls Mary ‘Woman’ and not ‘Mom’; He is not giving her a 
derogatory term, but what He is saying is, “In My Father’s business, I have to do with Him 
only.” 
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And it was a gentle reminder that she was entering a region from which all other interference 
was excluded.  Jesus is indicating to her that “My hour is not yet come.  I will do something 
about it, Mary, but I follow the instructions of the Father.  And I will do it in His time.” 
 
And so Mary understands that He is indicating He will do something but in His own timing.  
And after her son’s reply, she utters the most profoundly simple statement that, if followed, 
would solve so much of life’s problems. 
 
In John 2:5 she says to the servants, 
 
 “Do whatever he tells you.” 
 
If you are a highlighter, highlight that verse.  If you are an underliner, underline that verse.  If we 
could apply that one verse to our lives, wouldn’t life be so much easier? 
 
Just do whatever Jesus tells you to do.   
 
Hallelujah life would be so much easier if we just followed this one verse. 
 
And so the servants are given one instruction:  “Do whatever He tells you to do.” 
 
And we are told in Verse 6 that nearby stood six stone jars, jars that were traditionally used for 
ceremonial washing, each holding about 30 gallons of water.   
 
Now I want you to imagine that you are one of the servants, that Mary has told you, “Do 
whatever He tells you to do,” and you have no previous experience of Jesus.   
 
Remember Jesus has just entered His public ministry.  He hasn’t done any miracles.  He has no 
reputation.  And you are one of the servants who Mary said, “Just do whatever He tells you to 
do.” 
 
And so with no previous experience you don’t know who He is or what He is up to.  He instructs 
you to fill six stone water jars, each holding about 30 gallons.  That’s 180 gallons of water you 
need to go fetch and fill these jars with. 
 
That is 681.374 litres of water. That’s a lot of water, folks.  You don’t seem very surprised.  I 
filled my car on Thursday.  My car takes about 60 litres of gasoline. 
 
And as I was looking at this text I thought, how long does it take me to fill my 60 litre tank with 
gasoline with a mechanized pump? 
 
So I timed it.  It took about two minutes to fill my 60 litre tank.  So for me to fill a car with 680 
litres of gasoline, it would take 23 minutes with a pump at the gas station.  That’s with a 
mechanized pump.   
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These guys are having to take small pitchers and go get water and fill these 30 gallon stone jars.  
You look at a 30 gallon tank – it’s pretty big!   
 
That’s a lot of walking.  It probably didn’t take 20 minutes did it, because again, they don’t have 
mechanized pumps?  And I imagine they are filling the jar and it’s taking a fair amount of time; 
there’s a lot of labour going into this. 
 
But they were told, “Do whatever He tells you to do.” 
 
But do you think the servants are carrying out their orders, but while they are doing it, they may 
have a running dialogue in their heads, thinking to themselves, “What am I doing?  We have run 
out of wine and He is telling us to fill these jars with water.  This is crazy.  This is just water.  
This is actually jars that we use to wash our hands and kettles and stuff like that.  This is 
ceremonial washing water.  There is nothing special about this water.  Why is He telling me to 
fill this jar with water?  This is a waste of time.  Shouldn’t He send us to the surrounding villages 
to go purchase some wine?  Shouldn’t He spread word about what we ought to be doing?  
Certainly we could be spending our time doing something so much more.” 
 
But Mary’s instructions were, “Do whatever He tells you to do.” 
 
Have you ever been told by Jesus to do something, but you weren’t sure how it would turn out?  
Have you ever been told by Jesus to do something that sounded, I don’t know, maybe a bit crazy, 
maybe a bit impossible? 
 
When I first started youth ministry there wasn’t a lot of resources to serve amongst inner city 
youth.  When I first started that ministry I remember looking at all the other youth ministries that 
existed, a lot of my colleagues working in churches and different environments where they had 
all the latest tech and all the gadgets.   
 
They had all the cool video game systems that kids love to play on.  They had the nice big tube 
TV’s, the nice …you know what a tube TV is, right?  They didn’t have flat screens when I was 
doing youth ministry.  I just dated myself – we listened to CD’s.  My kids don’t even know what 
these things are.  They know what a tube TV is though because I’m holding out – I still have one.  
I am going to watch that puppy till it burns out.  And these things never burn out!  Pretty soon I 
am going to push it over so that it burns out. 
 
But I remember looking around and seeing all the cool video game consuls, all the cutting edge 
youth ministry that was out there and we had nothing.  We had very little resources.  And you get 
very creative as a youth ministry team trying to keep kids off the street and involved in 
programs.  You get creative when you have no resources. 
 
And so we did an event called “Saturday Night Fevers”.  We wanted to keep kids off the street 
during those peak crime hours on Saturday evenings when boredom sets in and they get into 
mischief.   So we did Saturday Night Fevers.  And you can get very creative with very little. 
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We would put a toilet plunger in the middle of our meetings and say, “What games can we play 
with a toilet plunger?”  It makes a great game of tag.  Nobody wants to get hit by a toilet plunger. 
 
Have you ever heard of frozen fish head floor hockey?  It’s a great game.  You wouldn’t believe.  
You take a frozen fish head and you start to play floor hockey.  And when it’s frozen it’s like a 
puck.  It’s pretty hard; it hurts your shins when it hits it.  
 
But after a while the frozen fish head starts to thaw and kids would take a shot and the fish head 
would stick to a pant leg and it would just be sitting there.  Eventually it would slowly peel off 
and what it would leave is like an eyeball or some scales.  So parents weren’t very happy with 
the smell of their kids’ jeans when they came home but the kids loved it. 
 
Have you ever heard of cow tongue tag?  Yes, we took a cow tongue.  We boiled it and we used 
it for tag in the sanctuary.  I can’t imagine why the elders were upset with that.  Here you have – 
I mean a cow tongue is this long; it’s got hair on the end; it’s disgusting. 
 
Dave Lombardo right now is thinking, “I have got a few more months – I’m going to implement 
some of this.  I’m going to show up one Sunday; the gym is going to smell like fish; there will be 
cow tongue bits in the pews.”  Don’t get any ideas, Dave, wherever you are. 
 
But here you had companies building video game consuls and pouring buckets of money into 
research, millions of dollars to try and engage youth with these video games.  
 
And the Saturday Night Fever events that we were running, where we were playing cow tongue 
tag and frozen fish head floor hockey became the place that youth wanted to come.  The reason 
being that they would show up at school on Monday and their friends would ask them, “What did 
you do on Saturday night?” 
 
And they would say, “You wouldn’t believe it – we played floor hockey with a frozen fish 
head.” 
 
“What?!  That’s the coolest thing ever!” 
 
See, it’s youth – they love that stuff. 
 
“We played cow tongue tag.  What did you do on the weekend?” 
 
“Ah, I was playing video games.” 
 
All of a sudden these things became the place to be, and God used a frozen fish head to share His 
Gospel message with a young person and transform their lives. 
 
God doesn’t need our resources.  What He needs is our obedience to what He wants to do.  And 
He will take our frozen fish heads and use them where He reveals His glory. 
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Now think about it.  If God spoke to Peter through a rooster, He can use a frozen fish head, can 
He not?  He is the fisher of men after all. 
 
And sometimes we are obeying Jesus’ leading in our lives and it’s resulting in us doing some 
things, but we’re not sure if they will work or not. 
 
And when I think of Jesus asking people to do something, but them not being sure whether it will 
work out, I think of people like Charles Mulli. 
 
Charles Mulli was a young man growing up in Kenya and at the age of 6 years old was 
abandoned by his family – woke up and his parents were gone, his family was gone.   
 
And he was now doomed to the streets.  And he lived on the streets.  He was a street kid, begging 
for money, begging for food, looking through the garbage for food.  
 
Eventually walked to a city where he got employment.  One of his colleagues, one of his friends 
on the street invited him out to church one evening.  And he heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
And he gave his life to the Lord and continued to work.  It was a transforming moment in his 
life.   
 
His business started to grow.  He was entrepreneurial and he had grown a business empire and 
had made millions of dollars.  It was a rags to riches story, a true transformation. 
 
But with all his millions of dollars and his beautiful family – he and his wife had 8 children and 
life was set – whenever he drove through the urban areas of the Kenyan cities, his attention was 
seized by the street kids that would come begging for money to his car. 
 
And that burden started to grow.  God started to move into his life.  And whenever he saw a 
street kid he saw himself.  And he remembered what God had lifted him from.   
 
And this conviction and burden grew over a period of years and he could ignore it no longer.  He 
talks about bowing by a bridge one evening and praying and asking God what He would have 
him do. 
 
And God specifically said to him, “I am not interested in your money.  I want you.”   
 
And it was a turnaround moment in his life where he said, “Lord, You can have all of me.  You 
can have everything I have.  It’s from You anyways.  Use it as You see fit.” 
 
And he started to receive the children into his home.  He started to bring street children to his 
home – not as a social service exercise, not where he was a service provider and they were 
clients.  He welcomed them into his family, and they called him “Daddy”. 
 
And their original 8 children grew into 48 children, which grew into having 100 children.  And 
as the ministry grew and grew, eventually it grew to such a size that they had outgrown the house 
that they lived in.   
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And he prayed about it and God had led him to the region of Ndalani where they could build a 
bigger home and have a larger compound so they could invite more children into their family. 
 
And after living there for a while with this massive family to a region where he felt God had led 
them, they ran out of water. 
 
Now Charles Mulli had followed Jesus’ orders.  He had done everything Jesus had told him to.  
But it led him to a dry place.   
 
And he shares in a children’s story book that I read with my children about how one evening 
they have no water, he has used all his money and all his businesses to care for the needs of the 
children, but he is running out of resources.  They have very little. 
 
And he recalls praying one evening and asking God to help them in this situation.  And he 
simply prayed and said, “Lord, we have no more resources, we have no more water, we need 
Your help.” 
 
And God spoke back to him and said, “I will show you where there is water. Now wake up your 
wife Esther and I will take you to the place where there is water.” 
 
And he woke up his wife in the middle of the night and he stepped out with her.  They both 
faithfully walked out into the Kenyan darkness in the countryside and God was taking them to 
where there would be water. 
 
And he was praying and literally got to a place and God said, “Stop here.  This is where there is 
water.” 
 
This is the middle of the night, folks. 
 
So the next day they come out with their shovels and pick axes and they start to dig and they dig 
and they dig and they dig.  Two hours goes by, four hours goes by, twelve hours goes by, twenty 
hours goes by, twenty-four hours of digging – no water, just dry arid ground. 
 
And Charles Mulli is following Jesus’ instructions.  He is doing exactly what Jesus told him to 
do, but do you think he’s wondering, “Maybe I mistook it. Maybe I was sleep walking last night.  
Maybe I didn’t quite hear what Jesus was telling me to do.” 
 
But he and Esther remained faithful to the conviction they had that God had led them to the place 
where there would be water.  So they continued to dig.  They dug for 48 hours – two days of 
digging. 
 
Then all of a sudden there was a loud rumbling sound and up exploded a spring of water, an 
underground spring of water that resulted in them having everything they needed and more. 
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It was a miracle.  Jesus does these things today.   He takes our obedience and if we do whatever 
He tells us to do, we don’t need to figure out how to make wine, we just need to be obedient to 
what He is telling us to do and He will convert our obedience into something remarkable.   
 
And He does these things today – these aren’t just stories from then; it’s happening now. 
 
And Charles Mulli’s obedience to Jesus has led to thousands of lives being changed.  But it has 
also led to climate change in regions of Kenya.   
 
God revealed to Charles Mulli that he wouldn’t always have water and their ministry grew and 
they opened up another location to serve more children and it was in the region of Yatta.  And 
when they first entered that region it was, as you can see on the slide behind me, a dry arid 
region.  And it was so hot that when they brought street children to the compound in Yatta, the 
kids didn’t want to be there; they wanted to return back to the street because it was so hot in that 
region. 
 
So again Charles Mulli and his wife Esther prayed about it.  God instructed him and led him that 
each child should plant a tree and care for that tree.  Each one was assigned to a tree and they 
would care for their tree.  And once it had taken root and once it started to flourish, they would 
do it again. 
 
And over the years they started to plant thousands of trees and they have literally changed the 
climate in that region by planting so many trees.  It is cool in the day time.  It is a totally different 
region. 
 
His obedience to doing whatever Jesus tells him to do has led to climate change. 
 
But God also spoke to him and said, “You are going to be working in a dry arid region where 
there won’t always be water,” so he was led by God to start building lakes, and they have built a 
lake – multiple lakes. 
 
So when this drought started to hit this region God had prepared in advance – Charles Mulli had 
been obedient to what Jesus had told him to do and had prepared in advance a solution for the 
drought that was hitting this region. 
 
He is a modern day Joseph because he is now using his resources that he has accumulated to 
bless the surrounding neighborhood. 
 
That’s what Jesus does with our obedience.  He takes it and He uses it to display His glory. 
 
Mary’s advice to the servants is timeless:  “Do whatever He tells you to do.” 
 
And even if you can’t make sense of it, Jesus will take our obedience and bless others through it.  
And He still does it today.   
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At the Peoples Church it’s the same.  Oftentimes we’re just bringing water – He’s the One 
transforming it into wine. 
 
Even with the famine relief in East Africa, we bring to Him our resources.  We pray; He leads 
us; we share.  And He takes our resources and He multiplies it and He receives the glory through 
them. 
 
And so this is an important lesson for His first few disciples.  They are seeing Jesus in action for 
the first time and Mary has given them a brilliant lesson:  just do whatever He tells you to do. 
 
And so the servants do what they are told to.  They fill the jars, 180 gallons, and then Jesus tells 
them to take it to the master of the banquet. 
 
Now when I am reading these stories, sometimes I imagine if I was one of the servants, what 
would it be like?  At what point did the water become wine?  Was it when the jars were being 
filled that it just turned into wine?  Or were there 6 stone water jars filled with water and then 
Jesus tells you, one of the servants, to go and draw some out and take it to the master of the 
banquet, but it’s still water? 
 
You know, I wonder, did he take the water and as he is walking along, he is carrying a cup of 
water, and he knows that it’s water, he knows where they got the water from, and he’s walking 
along, and I think the servant may be wondering, like, “Why are you sending me to take just 
water to the master of the banquet?  This is just water.” 
 
At what point did that water become wine?  Was it when it was in the jar?  Was it when it was in 
the glass or was it when it hit the lips of the master of the banquet?  I’m just curious to know. 
 
And did the servant the whole time just do whatever Jesus is telling him to do, but thinking to 
himself, “this isn’t going to work?” 
 
And then it hits the lips of the master of the banquet and Jesus has made 681 litres of the finest 
wine the New Testament has ever seen. 
 
And this master of the banquet tastes it and he says, “You have saved the best till now.  Most 
others serve the best first and then the cheap stuff after, but you served the cheap stuff first and 
the best stuff now.” 
 
And His disciples might be looking at Jesus and thinking, “Wow, this is my kind of Rabbi!  681 
litres of wine, a joyous celebration – this is the kind of Jesus I can follow!” 
 
Jesus not only saves the bridegroom’s honor, but He makes it exceedingly great.   
 
The bridegroom did nothing to remedy the situation but he is the one who receives the praise 
from the master of the banquet.   
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And as the master of the banquet is praising the bridegroom, I wonder if Jesus is standing in the 
back and allowing the praise to go to someone else and is just smiling that He fixed this 
situation. 
 
What a beautiful name it is!  What a beautiful Savior we have who not only saves us from shame 
but brings and allows His glory to rest on others. 
 
But what does this all mean?  Is it just that Jesus is simply a really good wine maker?   
 
As I read through this passage I noticed that He intentionally uses the ceremonial washing jars as 
the vessels for a reason.  There were all kinds of empties lying around.  They had run out of wine 
– there certainly would have been wineskins and bottles and cups and pitchers that He could 
have used to fill and restore the plenish of wine, but why did Jesus use the ceremonial washing 
jars?  Why 681 litres?  What is the significance behind these types of jars that Jesus instructed 
them to fill? 
 
I believe the answer to that is found in Mark 7:1-8.  In Mark’s Gospel it unpacks what these 
ceremonial washing practices were.  And in Mark 7:1 we read this: 
 

“The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem 
gathered around Jesus and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were 
‘unclean,’ that is, unwashed. 
 
“(The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial 
washing, holding to the traditions of the elders. 
 
“When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash.  And they 
observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.”) 
 
“So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, ‘Why don’t your disciples live 
according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with “unclean” hands?’ 
 
“And he replied, ‘Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is 
written:  “These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 

  
 “‘“They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men’” 
 
 “‘You have let go of the commands of God and are holding to the traditions of man.’” 
 
See these ceremonial washing jars were full of meaning for New Testament Israel.  The religious 
purity system and the culture that pervaded the New Testament taught that the washing of hands 
and dishes made someone ceremonially clean, that if you didn’t observe this tradition you were 
considered unclean. 
 
This was just one of the ways in which the tradition of the elders had become Torah law amongst 
the New Testament Jews and it had nothing to do with God’s commands. 
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But people were devout in their observation of their traditions and these things had been passed 
down from generation to generation and they thought that these traditional practices brought 
them closer to God, actually brought them a right standing before God. 
 
And Jesus says to these Pharisees and these experts in the law who hold to all kinds of traditions 
that “These people honor Me with their lips but their hearts are far from Me.  They worship Me 
in vain.  These are but teachings and rules taught by man.  They have nothing to do with God.  
They have let go of the commands of God and have held to the traditions of man.” 
 
We can follow tradition and can be far from God.  We can settle into a spirituality that seemingly 
honors God with our lips but it’s just lip service because our hearts are far from Him.  And it’s 
ceremonial in nature, it’s observing all the traditions that have been handed down to us, but it is 
cold and lifeless and it leaves the heart cold.  It has nothing to do with Jesus.  That’s the danger 
when tradition becomes lord.   
 
Our traditions can be at odds with His commands and our religion can actually become the 
barrier to our relationship with God.  That’s what had happened with the Pharisees and the 
experts in the law.  They held to the tradition of the elders but when God Himself was standing 
in front of them, they didn’t recognize Him because He was doing things that were untraditional.  
But it had nothing to do with God’s commands. 
 
And so it begs us to ask the question, are we experiencing a traditional Christianity?  Is it just a 
religious exercise?  If you come to church and it’s just tradition and you honor God maybe even 
with your lips, but your heart is far from an understanding of the intimacy and love relationship 
Jesus longs to have with you, you are missing it. 
 
If you think Christianity is a set of religious rules to govern your life and it’s not rooted in a love 
relationship with Jesus that transforms who you are, you are missing it. 
 
You can go to church all the time and it can be cold and lifeless, it can be just tradition.  But 
Jesus uses that tradition.  He is aware of the ceremonial washing tradition and He uses that very 
tradition to transform it into something so much more. 
 
Jesus uses their tradition to point out that He has so much more for them than just ceremonial 
washing.  He uses their tradition to reveal His glory. 
 
And tradition roots itself in a practice.  Transformation roots itself in a person and His name is 
Jesus Christ. 
 
And what He is offering His disciples, what He is revealing to them is that You can have a living 
encounter with your Creator; you do not have to settle for the traditions that have been handed 
down to you. 
 
“I have a whole new way that I want to relate to you.” 
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So it begs us to ask the question, are we experiencing tradition or are we experiencing 
transformation?  One leaves you wanting; one is the best that God has saved to last. 
 
Jesus uses this tradition as a sign to point to something far deeper and far greater that He has for 
us. 
 
We will close with this:  in Verse 11, John the writer of the Gospel, uses very specific language 
to describe what happened during this wedding. In Verse 11 he says, 
 

“What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he 
revealed his glory, and his disciples believed in him.” 

 
John refers to it as a miraculous sign, not just a miracle.   
 
A sign isn’t an end in itself; it points to something beyond itself.  A sign points to some deeper 
meaning.  And it is significant that Jesus uses a wedding celebration as His first moment to 
reveal who He is. 
 
Let me suggest why this event is so significant for Jesus to reveal His glory.  Why does Jesus 
make Himself known to His disciples in a deeper way?  Why does He reveal His glory during a 
wedding ceremony? 
 
It’s just a normal life stage event.  This is just an everyday wedding but Jesus thinks, “This is 
going to be My first miraculous sign where I have revealed to My disciples My glory.” 
 
Can I suggest that He does it for this reason?   
 
The Creator of the universe has come for His bride.  He has come for His church, His church 
who is trying to ceremonially get cleaned up for Him, His church who have all kinds of routines 
and religious rules, but no matter how hard they try they can’t cleanse themselves. 
 
Jesus has come for His bride and just like in New Testament times, He has betrothed Himself to 
her, He has pledged Himself to her.  He lays down His life for her and pours out the blood of His 
new covenant for her. 
 
He has come to seek His bride and He is revealing, “I have so much more for you than just 
tradition, I have so much more for you than religious routine or ceremonial washing.  I want to 
enter into relationship with you.” 
 
And He has promised Himself to her.  And I imagine when Jesus was hanging on the cross 
looking out over human history, not just seeing the people who were in front of Him, but because 
He is the Son of God, beyond time, seeing even us sitting here today; as He looked out over 
human history and hung on a cross for His bride and cried out, “It is finished,” He was thinking 
of you today. 
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He wants to have relationship with us.  And just as He pledged Himself to His bride, He has 
gone to prepare a place for her. 
 
He says in John 14 that He goes to His Father’s house to prepare a place for His bride and that 
one day He will come back to receive her and take her to where He is.  Isn’t that good news? 
 
And I believe the reason He reveals His glory in a wedding ceremony as the first moment with 
His disciples is because He is going to unpack this lesson throughout His earthly ministry and it 
will be consummated at the end of all time. 
 
He is not interested in our religion; He offers us relationship. 
 
And our ceremonial washing, no matter what our religious routines are, they can’t make us clean.  
But where our traditions fell short, He revealed His glory and instituted the new covenant in His 
blood. 
 
God has saved the best to last.  And He invites His people into so much deeper of a relationship 
than a routine religion. 
 
And what He is saying to us from the outset of His ministry is, “I have so much more for you.  
And it’s relational in nature; it’s not simply ceremonial.  It is matrimony that I am interested in.” 
 
He is bringing a whole new covenant, a whole new relationship, a whole new wine, a whole new 
wedding, a whole new way of relating to God.  And He uses a wedding ceremony to reveal it. 
 
We’re going to sing a song to this Jesus, but my question for you today is, do you know this 
Jesus?  Do you know the sweetness of this Jesus?  Or have you slipped into a ceremonial 
traditional understanding of just doing church because He has so much more for you. 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
Father, we thank You for the lessons You reveal of who You are in Your Word and in front of 
our eyes today.  And Lord, as Your bride, the church, we long for the day where You come back 
to take us to be with You.  We thank You for Your amazing grace and love.  And Lord we 
acknowledge that so many times our lives can settle into a routine.  We can just go through the 
motions.  I pray that You would awaken us from this and that we would exchange routine for our 
relationship. 
 
And Lord, may we have ears to hear You and may we be obedient before You and may we do 
whatever You tell us. 
 
 
 


