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a first date?” “Can you watch m

Look around the coffee shop and find the .I:.I: - 1
couple. (They're there.) Lean over to the Stu Ur a mmUte?
person you want to pick up and, in a .
conspiring manner, ask them: "Do you think Sure they will! And then you can start a

"Can I hﬂrrﬂw yﬂur plug?" that's a first date?" conversation when you get back from the

Competition for outlets can get pretty fierce
at coffee shops. Such an easy way to start a

bathroom or getting some napkins you didn't
really need. (Possible backfire: they actually
steal your stuff.)

conversation! Also a good excuse for sitting
right next to someone — extension cords
can only extend so far.

Comment on the hook Get a really h“ﬁl_e
they're reading brownie or cookie

And then say you can't finish the

Which you know all about (because you've whole thing, and offer to share (even
secretly looked it up on Wikipedia before if, who are we kidding, of course you

Either get really

into the music or really _
visibly hate it steal their drink

"Oh sorry — | didn't realize this said
"l love this song," or a horrified "...is this Pure USE the newspaper 'Marcia' on the side, let me buy you
Moods Volume 3?" are equally good another one..."
ice-breakers. Don't walk into a coffee shop on a Sunday morning
without the paper. Sit next to someone who looks like
they're there by themselves, and just sip your coffee
and read your paper. (Trust me, they'll notice you.)
Then casually offer them a section (or the whole
thing) when you're done.

"Accidentally®

“Do you need a refill?*

Simple and elegant. On your way to
the counter for your second cup, just
stop by the person's table and,
casually, as if it's nothing, ask them if
they need a refill.

Compliment their work ethic

If there's someone who has clearly been there all
day, try this: "Sorry to bother you, | just couldn't
help but notice you've been working really hard
all day. | don't know what you're working on but

man you're making me feel like a slacker.
Next cup is on me, OK?"
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