| HOME | US. | POLITICS | WORLD | SCIENCE | ARTS | TRAVEL | PHOTOS | VIDEO [ 2o ] MAGAZINE | NEWSFEED

SEARCH TIME.COM
Specials
Wednesday, Feb.16, 2011

| N PARTN E RS H | P W|TH QN Main « Person of the Year « Best Websites « Worst Cars » Time 100 « Time 100 Roundtable

BestInventions » Best TV Shows « Top 10 « All-TIME 100 « Design 100

All-TIME 100 Greatest Toys

TIME reporter Allie Townsend picks the 100 most influential toys from 1923 to the present
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By ALLIE TOWNSEND ‘Wednaesday, Feb. 16, 2011

That proper British bear, Paddington
Brown, was first seen in the 1958 book A
Bear Named Paddington by Michael
Bond. Loved for his blue overcoat, oversize
hat and preference for marmalade
sandwiches, Paddington didn't make an
appearance off the page until 1972, when
Gabrielle Designs began manufacturing
plush Paddingtons in the U.K.
Paddington's popularity in the U.S.
flourished when bears made by Eden Toys
went on sale in the mid-1970s. The
successes of the toy and the books were
entirely congruent, and Paddington had
fans all around the world by 1978.
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