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Buying handcrafted jewelry made by an artisan is a bit different, as you
know, than buying from a commercial jewelry store. Think of it as the
difference between buying antique furniture vs. buying new, mass
produced furniture.

Not only do you feel great wearing it, but artist made jewelry can become
a family heirloom or investment piece. It’s good to have a basic “yardstick”
when buying.

Here are the 6 things you should know…

1. Gold content.
It is best to look for high karat gold.  22k is the purest alloy for jewelry making.  24k 
is very soft, yet 22k only has 2 parts of alloy material, making it 98% pure gold.  It 
holds its value more than 18k and 14k (14k has only a little over half gold content.)  
Since I started making jewelry in the 1970’s I’ve seen gold prices go from $400 a 
troy ounce to as high as $1800. 

2. Cast or hand fabricated.
Consider the difference between cast and fabricated pieces. Cast pieces are either 
carved in wax by hand or created with 3D printing, made into a mold, then cast in 
metal.  Dozens, even hundreds, can be made from the mold.  Hand fabricated 
pieces are made completely by hand.  Some artists, like myself, don’t even use 
mass produced elements.  They actually create the sheet and wire and the findings 
(clasps, ear wires, etc.) that go into the piece.  It may not make a difference to you, 
but it’s good to know when buying.  It can affect the value, durability and overall 
aesthetics of the piece. 
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3. Amount of Production
Is the piece one of a kind (OOAK)?  Is it a limited edition?  If so, how many in the 
edition?  With limited editions the artists knows how many pieces will be in that 
edition, a finite number. The piece should have numbers indicating how many are 
in the edition and the number of that particular piece.  For example  2/30 means 
the piece is the second one made out of a total run of 30.   Limited production is 
not as exact but they won’t be mass produced in large amounts.  Limited editions 
can be smaller than limited productions.  Cast pieces can be made over and over 
again.  Hand made pieces are made one at a time and usually no two are ever 
exactly alike.  This can also add to the value of the piece.

4. Quality (purity) stamps, makers 
marks and hallmarks
Is the piece stamped with quality stamps such as 22k? Is it signed by the artist or 
does it have the artist’s hallmark?  Think of Antique Roadshow.  The signed pieces 
always have more value.  

In the US handmade pieces are not legally required to have quality stamps and the 
laws vary from state to state.  In Europe requirements can differ. Hallmarks are 
assigned by assay companies and it has been done since the 14th century. That 
doesn’t hold true for the US. However, if a piece does have a quality stamp, it must 
have a stamp for each metal content and a makers mark. If a mixed metal piece is 
stamped, it must be stamped for all metals in the piece.   Legally, this assures the 
consumer that the company making or selling the jewelry will stand behind the 
metal content they are identifying. If there is a maker’s mark it must also have a 
quality stamp. However, hand crafted jewelry is not required to have any stamp (in 
most states).  Often, there isn’t a spot or enough room to stamp a piece of jewelry 
and the artist may choose omit them.  

An artist’s hallmark and/or signature also are important and will contribute to the 
value of the piece.  In the future, the artist could be another Faberge!
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5. Can you easily contact the artist?
It’s good to speak to the artist before investing in one of their pieces.  Ask 
about their work guarantee, ask about future repairs. Can a ring be sized?  
You may want to customize a piece.  

Most artists love to connect with their customers.  I welcome all contact 
from my buyers.  I feel making a piece of jewelry for someone is a 
personal connection with them.  A conversation strengthens that 
connection and also insures I make them exactly what they want.  If you 
are buying through a store, you should still be able ask questions and get 
answers from the artist through that third party.  

6. Are there testimonials?
Testimonials are a great way to get a feel for the artist’s work and 
customer service. 

As always, please don’t hesitate to call or email me with any questions
you have! Phone: 609-444-6776 Email: nancy@nancytroskejewelry.com
Emails are checked throughout the day. If you call, please leave a
message and I will do my best to get back to you the same day.
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