
Marbling Fun!  
 
 
What you will need:  
 

● Get this Marbling concentrate.  
We got by ok with cornstarch but this will make yours even more vibrant. I got this 
today and will be doing a follow up with my kids when it arrives.  

● We used cornstarch to make ours using the following recipe: (if you have the time to 
plan ahead, get the good stuff!) 
Combine 1/4 cup (2 oz) cornstarch with 1/4 (~60 ml) cup cold water. Stir with the fork. 
Once it’s well mixed, add 2 cups (~475 ml) cups of hot water. Mix until the solution is 
syrupy and pour in the shallow pan. 

● Acrylic paint, which you will need to water down. We used cups and long toothpicks, 
but you can splatter with brushes too. 

● Shallow tray 
● Non-glossy posterboard or heavy paper 
● Optional: Alum. You can do this on fabric if you want to pretreat with Alum, and it is 

also good to pretreat paper with, but not 100% needed. Toughest part? Waiting for it to 
dry, so maybe do this the day before so you don’t have to wait!  

 
   

https://www.amazon.com/Jacquard-Carrageenan-4Oz-Clear/dp/B0009IN1E0/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=marbling+concentrate&qid=1588852609&s=industrial&sr=1-1-catcorr


Mixing the concentrate: 

Fill a flat tray with hot water. I used a baking pan at home. Spread the marbling 
concentrate evenly in the water while whisking. The best way I can describe this is like 
making gravy. The mixture should be good for weeks and lasts for multiple uses so feel 
free to make it ahead of time, especially if you are limited on access to hot water. 

Mixing the paint: 
 
Add water to your acrylic paint bottles so that the paint floats. The mixture of water (can 
be cold) and paint should be approximately 3 parts water to 1 part paint.  
 
Each color of acrylic paint will need to be tested to be sure it floats. 
 
A great tip is to make a small amount of the mixture at a time so you can test the paint 
in a small dish of the concentrate. If paint sinks to the bottom, there is too much paint (or 
not enough concentrate). The paint should float on the top as seen in these pictures. 

How it’s done!  
 
Splatter, drip or drizzle paints on the surface. You can use a toothpick to drag colors 
around within themselves. Once desired colors are on the surface, gently place your 
paper face down on the surface until the whole thing is wet and then pull out to dry!  

Cleaning the slate between each marble: 

Have scrap paper available or paper towels to run along the top of the concentrate in 
between each marble. You should get 20-30 projects with each batch, depending on 
what you are using for a canvas.  When paint begins to sink, you need to add more 
concentrate. 

   

https://www.ssww.com/item/marbling-concentrate-PT3500/
https://www.ssww.com/item/marbling-concentrate-PT3500/


Tips for Marbling Different Materials  

Paper 
The smoother and thicker the paper the better (copy or construction paper will tear too easily). 
Same rules apply for cardstock, chipboard, oak tag and poster board.  For marbling large sheets 
you will need a large shallow tray or cookie sheet. 

Fabric 
This requires some additional preparation but works well on natural fibers.  Wash and dry new 
fabric to remove any sizing (do not use fabric softener). Iron out any wrinkles (do not use spray 
starch). You will also need to add textile medium to the acrylic paint solution.  Marble fabric 
when dry. 

Wood 
For even coverage and true color it’s best to base coat un-finished wood surfaces with white 
acrylic paint and allow plenty of time  to dry before marbling. 

Medium-density Fiberboard (MDF) 
Natural surface color does change the tone of some of the lighter shades of paint, but results 
are very detailed due to the super smooth surface. Base coat with white acrylic paint to keep 
colors bold. 

Bisque 
For even coverage and bright colors, it’s best to base coat unfinished bisque surfaces with 
white acrylic paint and allow plenty of time to dry before marbling. 

Paper Mache 
Natural surface color does change the tone of some of the lighter shades of paint but results are 
great and very detailed. Base coat with white acrylic paint to keep colors bold. 

Plastic 
First scuff up the slick surface with fine grit sandpaper and remove any dust/oils allowing the 
paint to adhere. 

Vinyl 
Works great, very detailed results!   

 

https://www.ssww.com/item/art-trays-DC423/
https://www.ssww.com/item/chromacrylic-textile-medium-PT3293/
https://www.ssww.com/item/chromacrylic-textile-medium-PT3293/


 

 


