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The Black Hills Flyfishers / May, 2019

"The Finest in Angling Literature"

Next member meeting is Thursday, May 9, 2019, 7pm (doors open 6:45pm) at Murphy's - State of the 
Fisheries from SD GF&P.  Steaks, scotch, and free flies will be sponsored by Paystubz.

THE BIG AUCTION!  Dang, if you weren’t there, you missed a dandy!
 

We set records for attendance (just over 200) and a record for net cash raised, $32,850!!!!!  Trout are 
jumping for joy in the Black Hills!  Now we need to put that money to work!  More on that in the near 
future.
 
A HUGE thanks to those in attendance for having a great time and sharing 
their treasure to purchase auction items!
 
In our auction program that night – I ‘wiffed’ on a few things, most importantly 
the expression of thanks and gratitude.  So, with that – please check out the 
information below to see an updated list of cash donors and product donors, 
and others that helped make this BIG Auction a dandy!
 
First, Denny McKay was back as our auctioneer.  Denny, thanks!  Denny had 
great assistance from Adam Karrels and Jeff Cosier!
 
Then, we had some great help from Kari Strong (BHFF Board Member) and 
Avery Olson – keeping auction day operations smooth and organized!  Dr. 
Steve Benn as always, showed up on ‘game day’ to help move product and Photo:  Twelve-time winner of the 
support the raffle of that fantastic locally crafted bamboo rod from Jay Heib! prestigious South Dakota "Auctioneer of 

the Year" award, BHFF auctioneer 
Brady Gabel – this guy (BHFF Board Member) rounded up a large portion Denny McKay.  The Man.  The Legend.
of product donations from great local businesses and fly- fishing product 
manufacturers.  Brady, THANKS!
 
Harold Fenhaus (long-time BHFF Board Member) always steady at hand, rounded up another large 
portion of product for us this year and his best half Gwen (and Ruth Stabile) took great care of The Grand 
Prize Game on auction night.  Thanks!
 
Jack Edwards (long-time BHFF supporter) raised over $5,000 in cash contributions from various donors 
(listed later).  Jack, thank you!  Jack’s best half Bonnie served as BHFF Secretary for years and put in 
countless hours keeping BHFF in great order.  Bonnie, thanks!!!
 
Jim Hawke (another long-time BHFF Board Member), once again raised a pile of cash and is still our 
favorite International Man of Mystery.  Jim, thanks!  

May Meeting - State of the Fisheries.  

Notes From the Oval Eddy - "Thanks Everybody, Edition", by El Supremo 



For anyone I left out, I’m sorry.  Hard to remember everyone that played large and small parts in making 
this year’s auction a record setting event!
 
With that – here’s the list of properly updated cash and product donors to the 2019 BIG Auction!
 
$1,000 Auction Donors
Rensch Law (Timothy Rensch), Family Dental Care (Dr. Jeff Olson), Paystubz, J. Scull Construction 
Service, Black Hills Energy, Black Hills Federal Credit Union, Dale Christiansen and Mary Burns

$750 Auction Donor $600 Auction Donor
Wharf Resources Richard Milanowski
 
$500 Auction Donors $250 Auction Donors
Denny Menholt Chevrolet Steve & Gretchen Burgess
Mike Lees/Western Communications Wayne and Gwynn Hansen
Scott & Jennifer Landguth/Wings N’ Rings David Cameron
Dr. Jeff Marrs Concord Trust/Chip Martin
 David Lust
$200 Auction Donors Nancy and James Hawke
James and Jane Doyle Bill Wittrig
Denny Menholt Toyota Western Benefits/Mark Vickers
Bonnie & Jack Edwards Norm & Unibelle McKie
Ann & Carter Taylor Avis/Budget Car Rental (Rob Varilek)
Paul Thorstenson/Ketel Thorstenson LLP
 
$150 Auction Donors $100 Auction Donors
Connie Nelson Lane The Storage Place (Chris Hamm)
Black Hills Harley Davidson Brian Barnes
 Dr. John and Jennifer Looby

Peter and Patricia Koupal
Dr. Tom and Mollie-O Krafka
Great Western Bank
Steve O’Rourke
Meyer Orthodontics

 
Here’s a list of product donors - please express your thanks to these people / businesses when you can!
 
The Guides of Dakota Angler & Outfitter:  Dave Gamet (2018 Fly Tying Champ), Ryan Gabbert, and 
Shaun LeZotte.
 
Jay Heib (2019 Fly Tying Champ), Hand-crafted Bighorn Trout Shop (Ft Smith Montana)
bamboo rod (custom tube compliments of Wyoming Fly Fishing Guide Service    
Eric Monroe). (Casper)

Dan Frasier Montana Troutaholics (Joel Thompson) Richard Milanowski
Rock Creek Anglers (Sheridan) Orvis Smith Action Optics
David Hanna Mark & Shelby Vickers Bill Wittrig
Gary Jensen Moyle Petroleum Common Cents Stores
Shooters Silverado Casino and Franklin Hotel Family of Jim Red Cloud 
Luke Rouns & Hoot Owl Designs Rex Briggs Steve Benn
Gretchen Burgess Hisega Lodge Cliff Outdoors
Vertex/Alex Johnson Hotel Denny McKay RCS Construction/Bob Scull
Craig Oyler Biersbach Equipment & Supply Ev Hoyt 
Cadey Reisner Photography H-S Precision Rifle Accessories Rich Morrison (Mr. Powell) 



Black Hills Ammunition Jon Crane Gallery & Lori Nonnast Spearfish Forest Products 
Pat Brown Melissa Wood (artist supreme) New Evarts Resort 
Livingston Rod Company Scott Zieske (one of BHFF's Founders) Pactola Pines Marina 
Firehouse Brewing Company Dry Fly Sales Sawyer Brewing Company 
Anytime Auto Smith’s Liquor Kwik Lube
Dan Landguth Family Gary Ladner Lost Cabin Brewery 
Philly Ted’s (Rapid City) Morgan VonHaden Tacky Fly Boxes
Sparkle and Sass Nail Salon Tally’s Restaurant (Rapid City) Cabela’s
Judith Dunham Cliff Outdoors (It's the right thing to do) Prairie Edge (Rapid City)
Dark Canyon Coffee Thomas & Thomas Rods Western Buffalo
Bob DeMersseman Lost Cabin
Papa Murphy’s Take N Bake Pizza Iron Mountain Hot Springs/Glenwood 

Caverns Adventure Park (Glenwood Springs)

2019 Fly Tying Competition Entrants:  Brady Gabel, Ryan Gabert, Karl Stephenson, Jason Swinger, Evan 
Walterman, Al Snyder, TJ Gromer, Eric Monroe, David Gamet, Dave Ohlen (a BHFF Original), Pat Wood, 
Tim Boosman, and Dr. Jeff Olson.
 
And, here’s a list of great membership dues commitment from Live and Donor level purchases:
 
$1,000 Life Members:  Dale Applequist, Donald Habbe, David Lust, Ev Hoyt, Larry Carlson, Tim Rensch, 
Steve Burgess, Bill Wittrig, Bill Coburn, Brenda Habbe, Avery Olson, Scott Landguth, Tim Bjork, Whitney 
Driscoll, Jarrod Reisner, Dale Christensen, Mary Burns, Jeff Olson, Mike DeMersseman, David Hanna, 
Charles Hart, Chris Braley, and Brady Gable
 
$500 Donor Member:  Jim Alcorn (auctioneer to The BIG Auction in past years!)
 

Angling Report, by Dakota Angler & Outfitter
Spring has finally sprung in the Black Hills, and the fishing has been excellent. The water on most 
of our streams is up above average, but the vast majority of places are still very fishable. The dirtier water 
scares some folks off, but you can get away with bigger flies, heavier tippet, and the fish aren’t nearly as 

spooky. Fishing has been great for those who are 
willing to branch out a bit!

Rapid Creek near Silver City is blown out, and will 
most likely be muddy for the next couple weeks. 
Check back for our next report.
Rapid Creek below Pactola is 120 cfs, which is on the 
high side but is more than fishable. Nymphing is the 
most productive with the higher flows, and you’re 

most likely going to have to use some weight to help get down to where the fish are. Big, bright lead flies 
have been working well – Tungsten worms, Boat Anchor Scuds, Soft Spots, Squirmy Wormies, and 
various others in size 10-12 are a good bet for your first fly. The fish are still their normal picky selves, so 
you’ll need to fish a smaller dropper even though the water is up. Midge and BWO patterns the the most 
productive. Two Bit Hookers, Killer Mayfly Nymphs, Split Back Baetis, Annelids, Zebra Midges, Bling 
Midges, and Green Weenies are good bets in size 16-20 for a dropper fly. 
There’s limited dry fly activity, but you might see a few BWOs around. If you see fish on the surface, try a 
Student, F Fly, or Sparkle Dun in 18-22. Streamer fishing can be good at times, and a huge variety of 
patterns can work. You’ll need a sink tip, and make sure you’re getting it down to the fish. Be mindful of 
the spawning rainbows during the next couple weeks as well – it’s not worth the hero shot. If the fish are 
paired up, on light colored gravel, or in shin to knee deep water, leave them alone and let them continue 
to sustain the fishery.



Rapid Creek in town is fishing well, almost exclusively with nymphs. The fish aren’t going to be in the 
middle of the deepest, fastest water. Focus more on the softer edges, behind rocks, and near the banks 
and you’ll do much better than the folks fishing in the middle. The fish are digging bigger flies than normal 
– Mop Flies, Jig Pheasant Tails, Assassins, Brush Hogs, Tungsten Worms, and various Czech nymphs in 
size 10-14 are going to be your best bets. You can fish two, but I would recommend keeping them about 
the same size rather than fishing a smaller dropper pattern. Smaller streamers are effective fished on a 
lighter sink tip as well. Sculpzillas, Kreelexes, Home Invaders, Thin Mints, and Grinches are good bets in 
size 4-10. The fish in town are a little sparser than the past couple years, but the fish we’ve been catching 
have been big, fat, and healthy.
Castle Creek below Deerfield is a bit snowy still, but that shouldn’t be an issue after the next couple days. 
Dry droppers are almost always the way to go unless the water is really high. Hippie Stompers, 
Klinkhamers, and Bloom’s Parachute Caddis are good bets for the dry fly. Skinny Jigs, Assassins, 
Perdigons, and Tungsten midges are good droppers. The fish aren’t super picky, but they’re squirrely. Get 
the fly in front of them without spooking them and you’ll do great!
Spearfish Creek spiked up to 120 cfs a couple days ago, and has leveled out since. It’s a little on the dirty 
side, but definitely not muddy. As per usual, nymphs are going to be the way to go with the higher flows. 
Mop flies, Tungsten Worms -seeing a trend here? – Rainbow Czechs, and big jig flies in size 10-12 are 
good lead nymphs. Good dropper flies include Assassins, Skinny Jigs, Brush Hogs, Jig Hare’s Ears, Jig 
Pheasant Tails, and various other jig patterns in size 12-16 make a good dropper. The fish are definitely 
going to be pushed away from the main current, so focus on the edges and anywhere where the current is 
softer or broken.
Crow Creek is really muddy, but Sand Creek is fishing excellent. This is one of the only real options for 
dry fly fishing right now, and it’s been solid. There’s caddis and BWOs hatching, so be mindful of which 
one the fish are eating and you’ll be successful. Sparkle Duns, Hackle Stackers, Students, and CDC 
Thorax Duns are good bets for the BWOs. Good caddis patterns are Bloom’s Parachute Caddis, Elk Hair 
Caddis, Henryville Specials, and tan Klinkhamers in size 14-18.
Pactola reservoir is fishing excellent for holdover hatchery rainbows. They’re big, and they’re easy. Fish a 
couple jig flies or a leech under a bobber, or strip in smaller wooly buggers and leech patterns. The 
average fish is in the 16-20″ range, and they’re not very hard to catch – good, clean fun!
Pike fishing is just getting heated up around the area as well. The prairie lakes are warmer, and the fish 
are starting to spawn. Hills lakes are just thawing out and the fish are looking for some warmer water and 
a meal. We’ll have an updated report in the next week or so!
Fishing has been great. We’ve had a good number of guided trips out and have quite a few on the books, 
and it’s been a successful season so far. Give us a call to book your day with one of our guides. Also, 
don’t forget to swing by our new location at 1010 Jackson Boulevard! Lots of space, and awesome 
parking. We’re still getting settled, and will have more and more inventory out each day. Give us a call or 
swing by if you want an up to date fishing report!

BHFF Recognized by the South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks Department

Jake Davis of the SD Game, Fish, & Parks Department provided a 
plaque to BHFF President David Hanna at this year's BIG Auction.  
This award acknowledges what has become a very solid 
partnership.  The plaque reads as follows:  
 In recognition of the Black Hills Flyfishers for their 
continued commitment to conservation, protection 

and enhancement efforts of Black Hills streams and lakes.  They have participated in 
nearly forty research, education and on-the-ground habitat projects that have made a 
measurable mark on the understanding and improvement of Black Hills fisheries.  These 
contributions have made a significant impact toward ensuring the sustainability of 



coldwater fisheries.
Making a Difference.  A BHFF Contribution, by the SDGF&P

In 2016, South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks installed approximately 78 boulders in Rapid Creek through 
Rapid City.  Additionally, improvements were also completed on pre-existing habitat structures at this 
time.  The focus area in 2016 was the dog park through Sioux Park with the goal of improving stream 
complexity and holding cover for trout.  With the assistance of the Black Hills Fly Fishers (BHFF), this was 
followed up in February of 2019 with the installation of 90 boulders from Founders to Memorial Park.  

AE2S performed the necessary flood plain modeling to 
satisfy Rapid City floodplain requirements and RCS 
Construction was awarded the contract for installation.  
Streambed material was removed behind each boulder or 
boulder cluster to deepen areas behind each rock 
placement and increase scour during higher flows.  Total 
project cost for modeling, boulder purchase and 
installation was $37,000.  The BHFF contributed $8,000 
towards the work in 2016 and $15,000 towards the project 
in 2019.  

Kaleidoscope Jig Fly

Flash, Peacock Herl, and a soft hackle – what’s not to like about this fly? Great attractor nymph and 
perfect lead fly in a nymph rig. Natural peacock herl is hard to resist for trout! 

Materials:
Thread - Semperfli 12/0 Nano Silk
Hook - Hends Competition 154
Bead - Slotted Tungsten
Tail - Kreinik Kaleidoscope Flash
Body - Peacock Herl
Rib - Hends Copper Wire .014
Hackle - Brahma Hen Cape

Next member meeting is Thursday, May 9, 2019, 7pm (doors open 6:45pm) at Murphy's - State of the 
Fisheries from SD GF&P.  Free steaks, scotch, and a dozen flies for all will be sponsored by Paystubz!

Published when it's convenient to do so, Flylines, "The Finest in Angling Literature" is the voice of the Black Hills Flyfishers. Our editorial policy is 
to print the news, a portion of which will inevitably be true. Contributions to Flylines can be sent to Mark Vickers at wbg@rushmore.com. 

And Hey - Don't forget!  May Meeting - State of the Fisheries!  



Complaints should be directed to David Hanna at davidhanna85@gmail.com. Read with extreme caution. FlyLines is non-toxic, but don't eat it.

BBlack Hills Flyfishers 
PPO Box 1621
RRapid City, SD 57709-1621
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