
              
Flylines

The Black Hills Flyfishers / October 2019

"The Finest in Angling Literature"

Next member meeting is Thursday, October 10, 7pm (doors open 6:45pm) at Murphy's back 
room, main floor this time!  Dan Frasier – our great friend from Sioux Falls is in the house!  
Telling us all about tips, tricks, and how cool carp on the fly can be!  And, other warm water 
species!

Get there for FREE FOOD, compliments of:  Tim Bjork!  Be sure to tell Tim thanks with a 
mouth full of free food!  Thanks Tim!

October 2019 – the summer of water and 
more water and more water!

Holy cow!  I had to patch up my water wings 
a few times this summer.  As you know, the 
Black Hills in general had more water than 
we’ve had in years!  In fact, the past 24 
months is an all-time record for moisture in 
the area!

Jake Davis from the SD GFP always said – 
we need water to help grow good fish.  He’s 
right!  Now that flows are down, still higher than normal, fishing is solid everywhere in the 
area (I can’t tell you what I’ve witnessed or where, but I’ll just say you’d better fish!).  I’m 
seeing springs running I haven’t seen ‘run’ since 1998.  Hopefully, all this water has 
created some some wonderful spawning habitat for brown trout this fall!  Speaking of 
which, I have been seeing small (as in less than year old brown trout) browns in Rapid 
Creek.  I was afraid that heavy water may have washed away an age class or two of fish.  
Hardy little fish they are!

These good water years never last forever – so, please take note wherever you fish of 
what you’re seeing now, versus what you saw during more dry years.  It is different.  In 
fact, if you’re fishing any creek be mindful of new ‘holes’ washed out – like the one I fell in 
while wading Rapid Creek.  Who knew what was normally a foot deep could become 3 
feet deep with heavy extended flows.  Water is powerful stuff!

October 10th (Thursday) Meeting – CARP AND WARM WATER  – DAN FRASIER! 

Notes From the Oval Eddy – We didn’t float away!, by El Supremo 



  

 

Editor's note:  This outstanding interview was shamelessly poached from the Bighorn Trout 
shop blog.

Sharper Image recently came out with their new Bluetooth Sonar Trout Translator, an 
ingenious device that consists of an earpiece and microphone worn by the human, and a 
probe that is dropped into the water to communicate with trout. Come to find out, trout are 
highly communicative little critters, and I had the opportunity to interview a 19” Bighorn River 
brown trout just the other day. Mr. Brown (he was reluctant to provide his real name) resides 
at the lower end of the Pipeline Run.

HH: Forgive me for being nervous. This is the first time I’ve been able to speak openly to a 
fish, at least one who could talk back. I hope I don’t say something offensive.

Mr. Brown: No need to be nervous. But if you were worried about offending us, why do you 
keep floating those double-nymph rigs through our homes? I was foul hooked last June.

HH: Uh yeah, accidents do happen. By the way, regarding double-nymph rigs, do you find 
them more tantalizing than singles?

Mr. Brown: Yeah, I have to admit that the bigger fly often catches my attention. And if it’s a 
bead head, it will usually be right on the bottom in front of my face. Hard to ignore, especially 
when the water’s cold.

HH: So what makes your people … er, fish, tick? I mean we’re all about love, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness up here.

Mr. Brown: We don’t have time for that stuff down here. Mortality rate is 40% on three-year 
and older fish during the winter. My uncle Bernard cashed it in last winter. He’s the one who 
taught me how to concentrate on emergers rather than duns. I miss the hook-jawed 
curmudgeon. His advice added years, or maybe, weeks to my life. I’m an efficient feeder now. 
But it’s all about survival down here. Uncle Bernard was cool, but my Uncle Mack tried to eat 
me when I was a fingerling. He was taken out by a WWD, and good riddance I say.

HH: WWD?

Mr. Brown: Yeah, a Weapon of Winged Destruction. You know those shadowy things with the 
big claws that swoop down and grab you by the back. Not sure what happens after that but I 
don’t think it’s good—nobody’s returned to tell.

HH: I guess you’re referring to an osprey.

Mr. Brown: There are the ones that grab you, the ones that stab you, and the big white ones 
that surround you and scoop you up. The scoopers are the guys that pucker me up.

HH: Ah, white pelicans. Yes, not much fun from your perspective. Herons either. I guess it is 
all about survival in your world. But surely there are things that make you happy?

Interview with a Brown Trout, by Hale Harris



Mr. Brown: As close as I come to happiness is a 
fat, slow minnow. Also, scuds and sowbugs are 
full of protein, like little steaks floating downriver; 
plus I don’t have to get to close to the surface 
where bad things tend to happen. And there is 
spawning, of course.

HH: Yeah, spawning is a big deal in our world as 
well. Say, are you guys really concerned with 
tippet size?

Mr. Brown: Yes, size matters but not in the way 
you might think. It’s all about a natural drift, and the smaller the tippet, the more naturally it 
drifts. We stare at drifting food all day and we can tell if something is acting a little funky.

HH: Interesting. Okay, here’s a question: what’s the biggest tip-off that an artificial fly is 
phony?

Mr. Brown: It’s not any one thing, but I have noticed that you humans love complicated flies. 
You can’t help yourself. You have to put on beads, rubber legs, pearlescent mylar, epoxy, 
antron, zelon—there seems to be no end to what you include in a fly pattern. And oh yeah, 
there’s Cruel Canard.

HH: Do you mean Cul de Canard, CDC?

Mr. Brown: Whatever, the duck butt stuff. We see plenty of duck butts on the river without you 
making every other fly out of it. But consider this: it’s all about size and silhouette. If you can 
approximate the size and silhouette of what we eat, we’re more than happy to take your fly for 
a ride. We don’t have the time or the IQ to analyze much beyond this.

HH: So we’re wasting our time with complicated patterns?

Mr. Brown: I suppose you catch the fisherman with them. But it’s kind of like that press 
conference years ago when the Chicago Bears were in the Super Bowl. Rex Grossman was 
the Bears’ quarterback. Everybody knew that he truly sucked, yet Coach Lovie Smith told 
everyone that they had made it to the Super Bowl because of Grossman. That’s when a smart 
aleck sports reporter asked, “Don’t you guys think you made it to the Super Bowl in spite of 
Rex Grossman?”  That reporter hit the nail on the head. The point I’m making is that guys tie 
all this fancy stuff and you catch us now and then, but you generally catch us in spite of all 
your technology. Keep it simple, stupid!

HH: You guys watch football?

Mr. Brown: Not exactly. But when we rise near the surface we hear you guys talk. You never 
shut up, by the way, especially about sports. And while I’m complaining, de-barb your hooks 
for God’s sake. It only takes a second.

HH: Before I lose control of this interview, do you browns get along with the rainbows? And 
why are the rainbows generally in better shape, at least here on the Bighorn?

Mr. Brown: Rainbows Schmainbows. They’re the blonds of the fish world. That’s why you’re 
always catching rainbows minus their mandibles. They never learn. I did date a pretty bow 
when I was younger, but it was going nowhere—we spawn at different times. As for their 
corpulent appearance, rainbows tend to root around in the moss for crustaceans more than we 
do; hence they eat more scuds and sowbugs, the real high-protein stuff.

HH: Isn’t that smart?

Mr. Brown: They have to eat a lot of fiber—I guess you call it algae—to get to the 
crustaceans. You won’t catch us browns with algae hanging out our backsides. We have more 
pride than that. We prefer drifting food or minnows. Being from Europe, we’re a bit more 
cultured than these barbaric Americans. Are you aware that rainbows are now classified in the 
same genus as Pacific salmon? I’m surprised they don’t die after they spawn.

HH: I guess I had heard about the genus switch. So what’s your favorite hatch?



Mr. Brown: Hmm, Baetis are nice because they happen in the spring, and we really need the 
calories after a long winter. But Baetis nymphs are swimmers and I don’t appreciate that. 
Quick little buggers. I don’t mind chasing the occasional nymph or pupa, but I prefer to do it 
when the water temperature is above 42 degrees.  I suppose the PMDs are a personal 
favorite, fairly sizeable by Bighorn standards. Haven’t seen much of them the last few years, 
but they’ll be back. I’ve talked to cousins on the Yellowstone. They keep bragging that their 
salmon flies are as big as 200 of our PMDs. Tempted to migrate, but overall we have it pretty 
good in this tailwater. Don’t hear my cousins bragging when they’re dodging ice flows in 
March.

HH: Say, you mentioned that you love minnows and we fish a lot of streamers on the Bighorn. 
Can you give me some tips?

Mr. Brown: Kind of a conflict of interest, but here goes: quit being so one-dimensional. You 
guys love to “pound the bank” and I know you hook your share of us doing it, but there are a 
lot of us who live out in the middle of the river, or in the deeper holes. Fish a 24’ sink tip or a 
full-sinking line and let it sink for God’s sake! If you’re not snagging bottom once in awhile, 
you’re not doing it right. And try angling your casts upstream and retrieving them at a 
downstream angle. And don’t tell everyone about this, but we love a jigged fly. Pop the tip of 
the rod up, then pause and let the fly drop. Makes the retrieve erratic. Drives us crazy.

HH: How about pattern selection?

Mr. Brown: Well, back to that size and silhouette thing. If you can get a handle on what we 
actually eat—long-nosed dace, little trout, carp or sucker minnows, leeches—you’re ahead of 
the game. Fish something “natural” looking. I know some of my kin will eat almost anything at 
times; come to think of it, certain humans will as well—Pork Rinds, Pickled Pig’s Feet, Deep-
fried Twinkies, are you kidding me! But the fish who survive long term, my big-fish relatives, 
get that way by pursuing prey familiar to them. These prey are imprinted on their little brains, 
so take advantage of it. By the way, are you impressed with my intelligence?

HH: I am impressed, especially with the football knowledge.

Mr. Brown: Hey, I’d better get in on this midge emergence, but can I ask a favor before I go?

HH: Shoot.

Mr. Brown: I hear they’ve removed a couple of dams on the West Coast, and the salmon and 
steelhead are returning. I’m happy for all of them, but I’d prefer you don’t screw around too 
much with Yellowtail Dam. It would be a trout holocaust.

HH: I’m with you on that. Thanks for your time, and happy spawning this fall.

Fishing has continued to be great throughout the Black Hills, and the fall-like 
weather over the coming week should bring more solid fishing. Nearly everywhere 
has been fishing well – fall is arguably our favorite time to fish in the Black Hills!

Rapid Creek above Pactola is around 90 cfs, and is fishing well. Nymph 
fishing will get the most action – the water is still a bit on the dirty side, so 
you can get away with fairly large flies. Tungsten Rainbow Czechs, 
Squirmy Worms, Brush Hogs, Jig Hare’s Ears, Slim Jims, and various 
other patterns will work well. Fish a smaller jig or midge for a dropper if 
the fish don’t seem to be into the larger flies. You’ll need some pretty heavy flies to get 
down in the big holes, so don’t hesitate to go pretty large and heavy. Streamer fishing is 
good as well, with medium sized flies working the best. You won’t need to fish much of a 
sink tip since the water is pretty average flow, but if you’re in the bigger holes a sink tip 
might help keep your flies down where the fish are. Lil Kims, Kreelexes, Home Invaders, 
Grinches, and Thin Mints are good bets in size 2-8.

Angling Report, provided by Ryan Gabert of Dakota Angler & Outfitter



Pactola itself is fishing excellent for big lake rainbows as well – if you want some big, 
pretty easy fish it’s the place to be right now. You catch get a few on various terrestrial 
patterns on the surface, but nymphing under an indicator will be the best bet. Lots of flies 
can work – Soft Spots, Jig Princes, Balanced Leeches, and Pheasant Tails are always 
good bets. If they’re picky, put a Green Weenie or midge below as a dropper to pick up 
some extra fish. More or less all of the bays and points have fish stacked on them – find 
some sort of structure and you’ll catch fish!

Rapid Creek below Pactola is fair to great depending on the day. There’s a ton of smaller 
fish around, so you’ll have to sift through them to get to the nicer fish. That being said, the 
numbers of small browns, brookies, and rainbows around is very promising for the fishing 
over the next couple seasons! Nymphing is going to be your best bet to find some nicer 
fish. There’s a lot of Baetis nymphs around, so fish a Two Bit Hooker, T Baetis, standard 
Pheasant Tails, Skinny Jigs, Split Back Baetis, or Skinny Nelson as a dropper in size 16-
20. Boat Anchor Scuds, Worms, and various jig patterns in size 12-14 are good bets for 
lead flies. There are a few fish up on the surface eating BWO’s on overcast days – 
Sparkle Duns, Comparaduns, F Flies, and Students in size 18-20 will work well.

Rapid Creek in town is fishing fantastic right now, with a lot of fish still up on Cranefly 
adults. This has been some of the best dry fly fishing we’ve seen in town for quite some 
time, and it should last for several more weeks! Fulling Mill Craneflies and Gypsy Kings 
are about all you need in the cranefly department. Dead drift them, skitter them – you’ll 
catch fish doing both! Hopper fishing has been good to great as well depending on the 
day. Micro Chubbies, Fat Franks, and Amy’s Ants are good bets in size 10-14. Smaller 
hoppers are definitely more productive than big 6-8 size stuff. Good dropper patterns are 
Skinny Jigs, Frenchies, Assassins, Sexy Walt’s, and various colors of Tungsten Midges. 
There’s a lot of fish in the knee to waist deep sections, so you can pretty much fish 
everything. The fishing is town is excellent – take advantage of it!

Spearfish Creek is fishing great both in town and in the canyon. There’s some good 
terrestrial fishing, and it should continue as long as the weather stays reasonably warm. 
Amy’s Ants, Fat Franks, Parachute Ants, Morrish Hoppers, and User Friendlies are good 
bets – the higher up the creek you get, the smaller the flies you should be using. Hippie 
Stompers have been good bets as well in size 12-14 throughout Spearfish. Nymph fishing 
will most likely pick up the most fish. Pat’s Rubber Legs, Assassins, Skinny Jigs, Optic 
Nerves, Red Butts, Jig Hare’s Ears, and midges are good bets. There’s still good numbers 
of fish in the faster water, so don’t limit yourself to only fishing the big, obvious holes. The 
cooler, damp weather next week should really get the Blue Winged Olive hatch ramped up 
as well! Sparkle Duns, Brook’s Sprouts, Students, and Comparaduns in 18-22 are good 
bets if you see fish up on the surface.

Castle Creek below Deerfield is fishing well, with many of the same flies as Spearfish 
Creek. As per usual, the corners and choppier water will fish the best and the fish will be 
pretty squirrely in the slower water. There’s a solid fall Blue Winged Olive hatch here as 
well, so with the damp weather next week there should be a lot of fish on the surface! The 
brookies are really pretty this time of year!

Deerfield lake is fishing excellent for big rainbows as well, primarily on the inlet half of the 
lake. Grinches and Olive Wooly Buggers stripped slowly are good bets, as well as fishing 
a Balanced Leech, Jig Prince, Mini Leech, or Soft Spot under an indicator. If it’s windy, 
you can do really well fishing under a bobber – it gives your flies just enough movement to 
be enticing.

Crow Creek and Sand Creek are good, but tricky with the lower fall flows. Smaller 
terrestrials will work well if there’s no hatch – Foam Beetles, User Friendlies, Klinkhamers, 
Fat Franks, and smaller Morrish Hoppers are good bets. There’s excellent Blue Winged 
Olive fishing on overcast days as well! You can nymph fish with the same flies as 
Spearfish and do well, but the dry fly fishing is good enough that most days you won’t 
have to.



Spring Creek is fishing well by the road – the Flume Trail is closed due to work on the 
spillway/tailrace. The latest release said 60 days until it’s open, but we’ll keep you posted. 
Various jig patterns are good bets along the road – Assassins, Brush Hogs, Pheasant 
Tails, and Optic Nerves are good flies. Make sure you’re deep enough and you’ll do well!

Pike fishing on Pactola and Sheridan has been heating up considerably, and the colder 
weather next week should really get things cranked up! Many of the fish have been 
relatively shallow – 4-8 feet has seemed to be the best depth, but adjust accordingly 
based on how many bites/follows you’re having. A type 3-6 line is the best so you can fish 
fairly fast, but an intermediate is useful if you need to fish slow. Medium sized flies in the 
4-6″ range have seemed to be the most productive, but that can vary from day to day. 
Keyhole should get ramped up in the coming weeks as well, and will fish good through 
October and into November!

Fishing has been solid – swing by or give us a call if you have any questions, want to book 
a day with one of our guides, or to pick up the latest hot flies! 

Taking the always-sturdy advice of Hans Stephenson (the 
man, the legend) I am re-running this fly pattern, which 
originally appeared in the March 2019 issue of "The 
Finest."  Hans advised they've been slayin' them with this 
pattern lately in Rapid City.  

Hook - Firehole Sticks   718
Thread - Semperfli Nano Silk 50 Denier Body - 3/16" 
Wapsi Foam Cylinder Legs - Knotted Pheasant Tail Fibers
Wings - Brown Hackle Tips or Hemingway Stonefly Wings 
Hackle - Brown Saddle

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3nll1869Kc&t=197s

OCTOBER MEETING - A CARP-A-
LOOOOOZA!  Next member meeting is 
Thursday, October 10, 7pm (doors open 
6:45pm) at Murphy's back room, main floor this 
time!  Dan Frasier – our great friend from 
Sioux Falls is in the house!  Telling us all about 
tips, tricks, and how cool carp on the fly can 
be!  And, other warm water species!

Get there for FREE FOOD, compliments of:  
Tim Bjork!  Be sure to tell Tim thanks with a 
mouth full of free food!  Thanks Tim!

Published when it's convenient to do so, Flylines, "The Finest in Angling Literature" is the voice of the 
Black Hills Flyfishers. Our editorial policy is to print the news, a portion of which will inevitably be true. 
Contributions to Flylines can be sent to Mark Vickers at wbg@rushmore.com. Complaints should be 
directed to David Hanna at davidhanna85@gmail.com. Read with extreme caution. FlyLines is non-
toxic, but don't eat it.

The Camel Light Cranefly, Provided by Ryan Gabert of Dakota Angler & Outfitter

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3nll1869Kc&amp;t=197s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3nll1869Kc&amp;t=197s
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