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"The Finest in Angling Literature"

The 2nd Annual Black Hills FlyFishers Fly Tying Competition! 
2018 Champ Dave Gamet will be ‘IN THE HOUSE’!

See flyer inside this edition for details. Even if you are not entering, JOIN 
US!  Have a water (or a beer) – and talk flies, lies, and things with others!

Who's going to win this fine trophy showing off their tying prowess??!! 
And, the $150 gift certificate to Dakota Angler & Outfitter?

WHY WE KEEP RAISING MONEY!

Been a LONG winter for cats, dogs, mice, cows, calves, ranchers, contractors, and everyone and 
everything else. Feels like the winters of the 70s when I was constantly told in grade school, we’d be 
in another ice age by the time I was a young adult……well, I guess I’m now a young adult!  Who 
knew there were 77 days in February??

With February feeling so long, I’ve been doing real (reel) work a bunch, and BHFF stuff. And, with 
today’s (Sunday) Rapid City Journal cover story, I realized THAT is why we raise money for BHFF.

THAT is in the Sunday, March 3, 2019 edition of the Rapid City Journal – the cover story, titled 
“Floating dredge will make maiden voyage on Canyon Lake this spring”.

This floating dredge is the culmination of a joint effort from the South Dakota Game Fish & Parks, City 
of Rapid City, South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), West 
Dakota Water Development District (WDWDD), and us, the Black Hills FlyFishers (BHFF). The
$273,740 machine was paid for with $100,000 from DENR, $150,000 from WDWDD, $13,740 from 
City of Rapid City, and $10,000 from BHFF.

According to the article, dredging should begin in Canyon Lake in April this year! Sediment and 
goose poop beware!

Keep an eye out for this unique looking device cleaning up the underside of Canyon Lake and 
hopefully soon to a still water fishery near you!

Thursday, March 14, 2019, 7pm, Lost Cabin Beer Co. (1401 W. Omaha in RC)

NOTES FROM THE OVAL EDDY – David Hanna



When opportunities come up, like assisting with the purchase of this dredging machine, we have to 
be able to act. Sometimes quickly. We (BHFF) want to be in position to have a check ready to help 
quickly and effectively (subject to board approval of course). That’s the reason we keep raising 
money year after year.

Spending the money raised can be a slow process at times. It’d be great if we could do what we want 
by hiring a contractor and going to work on stream bank rehab all over the Black Hills.  But our 
streams pass through towns, US Forest Service, private property and other’s property. Therefore, we 
can’t just do what we want. We have to work with others to get things done. And, hopefully, this 
machine alone will free up the SD GF&P to do more than they’ve ever done in regard to dredging still 
water fisheries (lakes and ponds).

Also, your fishing license is expired! Did you know? In South Dakota, our fishing licenses expire 
January 31.  I just bought mine, have you?  Here’s your link: https://gfp.sd.gov/license-types/

If you haven’t been asked yet, I’m asking now: If you have extra cash and you’d like to donate it to 
Black Hills FlyFishers – send a check to PO Box 1621, Rapid City, South Dakota 57709. There, that 
was easy.

Now, here’s what we do with cash donations to the BIG Auction – we purchase some product for 
auction, at a HUGE discount. Sometimes we have to pay ½ price for a trip that’ll be at the auction. 
And, we have to cover the costs of space rental and food, and some small incidentals for setting 
up/organizing/holding the BIG Auction. The extra cash we keep for things like the dredging machine 
noted above, new rock placement in Rapid Creek, a proposed fish ladder in lower Rapid Creek, 
Spearfish Creek Hydro 2 project and other projects – see more about those at 
www.blackhillsflyfishers.com

If you’re feeling especially ‘flush’, a cool $1,000 auction sponsorship will get you your very own table 
with 8 chairs and your meals! You can occupy this table for the night of the auction – 5:30pm to 9pm 
ish. And, if you’re feeling even better about your personal finances, we’ll sell you 10 tables for
$10,000 and you can have 79 friends bidding, eating, and drinking with you! Email me at: 
davidhanna85@gmail.com if you’re looking for your very own BIG Auction table.

Or, keep it simple, and at the very least – attend the BIG Auction! Have fun, run up the bid on a 
friend or buy stuff yourself!  This is a fundraiser you know.

Tickets are $25 each. This includes a fine buffet style meal. You have to pay for your own drink(s). 
Or, bring a friend that loves buying you drinks.

HERE’S HOW YOU GET YOUR TIX: Buy your tickets online at www.blackhillsflyfishers.com – and 
avoid the entrance line with your BID number ready to go at the door. Buying your ticket online gets 
us your name, etc… - and we’ll have your BID number waiting for you to go wild, raising your hand 
with that bid # every chance you get!

OR _ buy your ticket at the door.  Either way, same food, same auction – just faster online is all!

WHERE AM I GOING? THE HILTON GARDEN INN, Saturday, April 6, 2019, doors open 
5:30pm. Live auction begins 7pm. Food is available 6:15pm or so. Located just off I-90, Exit 59, 
North LaCrosse St., go north to Mall Drive, go ¼ mile East. ENTER VIA ‘CONFERENCE 
ENTRANCE’, or main entrance and hang a right.

The BIG Auction 2019! You'd better read all of this - it took a while to write!, by 
El Supremo

http://www.blackhillsflyfishers.com/
mailto:davidhanna85@gmail.com
http://www.blackhillsflyfishers.com/
http://www.blackhillsflyfishers.com/


WHAT CAN I BUY AT THIS BIG AUCTION?

Here are a few ideas of what we’ll have – more to come soon: TRIPS, TRIPS AND MORE TRIPS to the 
North Platte, Missoula area, CARP country, ICE, and more!
RODS (Bamboo and Graphite), REELS, GEAR.
SPA stuff, Art (not Garfunkel, the real stuff), Household items like pillows, blankets, and more.

AND – we’ll have a new game at the BIG Auction this year. THE GRAND PRIZE GAME @ The BIG 
Auction! More coming on that soon – but you’d best get your indoor fly-casting skills in order, that’s all I’m 
sayin’!   END RESULT:  The BIG Auction will be the talk of the Black Hills, South Dakota, the Universe, 
it’ll be so cool you can’t stand yourself.  The FISH need us and so does the BIG AUCTION!  See you 
there!

December to the BIG AUCTION is when we love to collect those. Buy yours online at 
www.blackhillsflyfishers.com – it’s quick, it’s simple, and our beloved Treasurer Jarrod doesn’t have to run 
to the post office or bank near as much! Or, be like Ole, fill out this form (at end of newsletter), lick a 
stamp, and mail a check (address on the form).

Editor's note: Isn't that just like El Supremo? Ask for money but forget to tell you how much? I think he was 
trying out some of that Sno Shoe Grog. Fortunately, the editors of "The Finest" watch him like a Hawke. See 
dues levels below.

General membership: $30 Sustaining level: $75 Sponsor level: $125 
Donor level: $500 Lifetime membership: $1,000

In February 2018, BHFF hosted a very fun event at the Alex Johnson where Travis Swartz, portraying his 
character of Hank Patterson, entertained a nearly full banquet room and had all of us in pain from 
laughter. For those of you who don’t know Travis’s background, or perhaps only were introduced to him 
the night of the film tour, I felt I should elaborate.

Early this decade, Travis Swartz’s best friend, Reece, was diagnosed with cancer. Travis’s background 
was in film and he owned a production business while Reece worked for Loop USA. At this time, The 
Drake had a contest for the creation of a fly fishing film. In an attempt to raise money for the Reel 
Recovery, an awesome organization focused on using fly fishing as an escape for men with cancer, 
Travis and Reece came up with the idea for the character of “Hank Patterson”. Since this conception, 
Hank has become quite the sensation and is extremely well known in the fly fishing community for his 
“over the top” comedic character. For anyone who was offended the night of the film tour, please let me 
irritate, “Hank Patterson” is a comedic character and anything said during the night of the event was in 
humor, not in seriousness. In actuality, Travis Swartz is an extremely enjoyable individual, passionate 
about fly fishing, and most importantly, passionate about fly fishing conservation causes. In being here in 
February 2018, Travis was completely blown away and impressed with the Black Hills, the fishery we 
have, and the amazing work our organization has done.

Because of this, Travis Swartz approached me, in May of 2018, with an idea to help our organization as 
he annually has a segment in the Fly Fishing Film Tour. Prior to coming to the Black Hills, Travis did not 
have knowledge of our fishery existing, let alone the importance and uniqueness of this fishery, or the 
wonderful people we had in the Black Hills. Travis felt that by filming a segment of the film tour in the 
Black Hills, we could show to the greater fly fishing community how important fisheries, like the Black 
Hills, do exist and those places have individuals who are passionate about the area. Travis also noted to 
me how the greater fly fishing community largely lacks of anglers, especially at a local level, being

Dues are Due

Film Tour Comes to the Black Hills, by Brady Gabel

http://www.blackhillsflyfishers.com/


involved in their local conservation organization and especially in attracting new anglers. More so now 
than ever, we need sportsmen united as a voice for cold water conservation. He felt that by filming in the 
Black Hills, we could revitalize our organization by attracting new members, reinvigorate the interest of 
existing members, and showcase the importance of our fishery.

I would be lying to you if I did not have doubt about approaching the board with this idea. A million 
thoughts ran through my head. “Would our existing members, and anglers in the area, be upset and think 
we are “exposing” this area?”. “Would anyone be interested in assisting us, both financially and through 
the contribution of time, in terms of making this a reality?”. “Would BHFF even benefit from doing this (any 
new members, increased contributions, etc.)?”.

Fortunately, those concerns were largely overcome due to the amazing efforts of various sponsors, 
volunteers and ultimately due to the success of this project. I truly want to THANK ALL of our BHFF 
MEMBERS AND SPONSORS who made the Fly Fishing Film Tour a successful event and those who 
supported our efforts in working with Hank Patterson this past year. Here are highlights of what was 
accomplished by BHFF working with Travis Swartz over the past year:

1.) Dakota Angler & Outfitter informed us this year’s film tour was the largest attendance ever for 
Rapid City! The Film Tour is an important social event for our community of fly anglers, and is truly 
becoming a must attend event. A special thanks is due to the Elks Theater and Dakota Angler & 
Outfitter for their continued support allowing our community to host and screen the event annually.

2.) Due to the generosity of Dakota Angler & Outfitter, by donating a reel, we able to raise our Brand 
Spanking NEW memberships by 23 during the night of the film tour. In addition, we had several 
renewals by folks who had not paid dues in a few years to bring the NEW membership total to 26 
the night of the event. That amounts to over a ten percent increase in membership in one night, 
unheard of for almost any member-based non for profit organization. In addition, 6 more members 
renewed the night of the film tour and one new life membership was received for a total of $1,960 
in membership contributions during the night of film tour event. Membership dues are a massive 
component of fundraising for Black Hills FlyFishers and helps ensure the continued health of our 
fishery in the Black Hills. Dakota Angler and Outfitter also graciously donated a rod for a square 
raffle. Total cash received from the rod raffle was $1,720. Total cash raised for BHFF the night of 
this event was $3,680!

3.) The 2019 BIG Auction will now see several new additions to auction items, as a result of this 
event increasing awareness of our organization, including several amazing product donations from 
various companies in the fly fishing industry, and a new guided trip, donated to us by Montana 
Troutaholics, for an outing in the Missoula Montana area. In addition, we have now pre-sold 
dozens of tickets to the 2019 BIG AUCTION, to individuals in attendance for the film tour, setting 
up BHFF very nicely for another successful BIG AUCTION.

4.) Our initial “Annual Black Hills FlyFishers Fly Tying Competition” was created in 2018, in part to 
attract Hank Patterson, which resulted in approximately $2,000 in silent auction proceeds to Black 
Hill FlyFishers from contest entrants. This year’s event is going to be even bigger and better and 
will be held Thursday, April 14, at Lost Cabin Brewery. As of time of this writing, I have already 
received several fly boxes for entry into this year’s competition due to individuals in an attendance 
at this year’s film tour event. Fly boxes from our contest entrants will be available for silent auction 
at the 2019 BIG AUCTION, with proceeds going to the trout.

5.) Later this spring, Hank Patterson will be producing a video for YouTube, special for Black Hills 
FlyFishers, and will focus entirely on the importance of our organization. This will certainly be an 
awesome fundraising and member driving tool that BHFF can use for years to come.

6.) Rapid City Mayor, Steve Allender, was able to “tag along” for one day of our shooting for the film 
tour, and was exposed to the importance of Rapid Creek as a fishery. Steve actually managed to 
reel in his first trout on a fly rod due to Hans’s expert guiding. As alluded to in an earlier addition of 
Fly Lines, late this fall, the City of Rapid City was able help secure an increase in flows for the 
winter months, crucial for health of our fisheries.



I also would like to give a shout out to all of the sponsors who helped support our work with Hank 
Patterson and make this a reality: Crow Peak, Dakota Angler & Outfitter, LIV Hospitality, South Dakota 
Department of Game Fish and Parks, and Visit Rapid City. A special thanks is also due to several 
important volunteers: Marty Deichert, Kari Strong, and Amy DiRienzo all took time away from work, played 
taxi, and agreed to be in the film. BHFF could not have done this without you! We also certainly could not 
have done this without the help of Hans Stephenson and Ryan Gabert for their expert guiding. Folks, I 
was along for the majority of the shooting, and I can tell you one of two things. 1.) The weather was 
atrocious and 2.) filming a fly-fishing movie is extremely difficult to do. Hans and Ryan did a fantastic job! 
Several others were not mentioned in this article, who volunteered time, and made this a reality. For 
anyone not mentioned directly, I sincerely want to say Thank You!

BHFF has an amazing amount of momentum thanks to your membership. Travis was dead on right with 
his assessment of the importance of organizations like BHFF and “Hank Patterson” was right in his 
closing segment of the film tour film. Truly nowhere on earth do better people exist than those right here in 
South Dakota, and especially none finer than the amazing members of BHFF! Thank you for being a 
member, and I would urge you to pass along word about our organization to anyone you know. Our 
strength in numbers is crucial for the health of the fishery in the Black Hills!

Are you kidding me? An angling report? It was 19 below when I left The Palace this 
morning. The ice at Hisega is about three feet thick, and I'll be lucky if it all melts by 
August.  Tell me more about this global warming bidness - I want some.

In any case, rather than risk a dangerous level of shrinkage I recommend you do a little 
tying instead. But if it's crucial that you get out, let me suggest ice-fishing at a local lake, 
and let me further recommend that you bring along a bottle of "the good stuff".

Sno Shoe Grog is an exquisite elixir made from the highest quality brandy and 
peppermint schnapps. It has been proven effective at the extreme testing ground of 
Lake Hattie on the Laramie Plain, and is used by the most discerning ice-fishermen 
worldwide.

Unfortunately, due to high demand it's fairly hard to find. Any liquor store with bars on the 
windows is a good place to begin your search.  Good luck!

Hook - Firehole Sticks 718
Thread - Semperfli Nano Silk 50 Denier 
Body - 3/16" Wapsi Foam Cylinder 
Legs - Knotted Pheasant Tail Fibers
Wings - Brown Hackle Tips or Hemingway Stonefly Wings 
Hackle - Brown Saddle
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3nll1869Kc&t=197s

The Camel Light Cranefly, Provided by Ryan Gabert of Dakota Angler & Outfitter

Angling Report  – March 4th, 2019 - by Flylines Editorial Staff

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3nll1869Kc&amp;t=197s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A3nll1869Kc&amp;t=197s


2nd ANNUAL

BLACK HILLS 

FLYFISHERS FLY TYING 

COMPETITION

Thursday March 14, 2019, 7pm to 
9PM at Lost Cabin Beer CO. (1401

W Omaha Rapid City, SD)

ENTRY DETAILS:
12 Flies (pattern of your choice) With Fly Box Necessary to Enter Contest 

Grand Prize:

One fly box with flies will be voted on by ballot by members in attendance, and the best tier to be 
awarded Fly Tier of The Year – Criteria for judgment are quality, creativity, skill and uniqueness - 
Tiers are also encouraged to provide unique fly boxes for consideration – Winner will receive an 
awesome trophy, a $150 gift card to Dakota Angler and Outfitter, and bragging rights as the best 

fly tier in the Black Hills!

Subcategory Winners:

Subcategory winners of best dry fly, best nymph, best streamer and best terrestrial pattern to 
receive framed certificate

Competition winners will be announced at the Big Auction on April 6, 2019, at the Hilton Garden 
Inn in Rapid City, SD. All competition flies will also be available for auction at the Big Auction, with 
proceeds to BHFF. Tiers need not to be in attendance at competition and flies can be mailed to 
Brady Gabel at 1705 Copperdale Drive, Rapid City, SD 57703.

For full details please visit

https://black-hills-fly-fishers.myshopify.com/pages/member- 

meeting-calendar Or contact

Brady Gabel at brady.gabel.1@gmail.com / 605-646-5744

mailto:brady.gabel.1@gmail.com


 Quality Filler, Shamelessly Poached From the Bighorn Trout Shop

CURRENT REPORT
Water clarity is perfect. Weather has been COLD, so not many anglers reporting. Nymph fishing is steady 
on patterns like the orange scud, Ray Charles Sowbugs (grey & tan), midge pupa (dark shades), and Quill 
Nymphs. There is some dry fly fishing on low-wind days. Midge patterns like the Smoke Jumper and 
Sipper Midge are producing. Afternoons and evenings are best.  The upper 3 miles has the most bugs 
and rising fish. Streamer fishing is fair. Full-sinking lines are effective in the deeper holes.

RIVER FLOWS
2,900 cfs

WATER TEMPERATURE
38 degrees at 3-Mile.

HOT FLY PATTERNS

#14,#16 Orange Scud; #14,#16 Ray Charles (grey or tan), #18 Tung Teaser (black); #18 Flashback Quill 
Nymph; #8 Two-Tone San Juan Worm; #8, #10 Burgundy Worm

#20 Smoke Jumper; #20 Sipper Midge; #18 Griffith's Gnat

#10 Black Leech, #4 Grey Zonker; #6 Sparkle Minnow; #4,#6 Bighorn Wooley Bugger (brown & yellow);
#4 Dirty Hippy (olive); #4 Dirty Hippy (cream); #6 Thin Mint Wooley Bugger (Hale's favorite);

NYMPHS

DRY FLIES

STREAMERS

The 2nd Annual Black Hills FlyFishers Fly Tying Competition! THURSDAY, MARCH 14, 2019, 
7pm, Lost Cabin Beer Co. (1401 W. Omaha, RC, SD)

The BIG Auction - The Hilton Garden Inn (new location) - Saturday April 6th. Doors open 5:30 pm, 
and auction begins at 7pm. Where is this new location?  Located just off I-90, Exit 59, North 
LaCrosse St. Go North to Mall Drive then ¼ mile East. Enter via "Conference Entrance", or just 
wander aimlessly until you find it.

Published when it's convenient to do so, Flylines, "The Finest in Angling Literature" is the voice of the Black Hills 
Flyfishers. Our editorial policy is to print the news, a portion of which will inevitably be true. Contributions to Flylines can 
be sent to Mark Vickers at wbg@rushmore.com. Complaints should be directed to David Hanna at 
davidhanna85@gmail.com. Read with extreme caution. FlyLines is non-toxic, but don't eat it.



Black Hills Flyfishers 
PO Box 1621
Rapid City, SD 57709-1621

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BLACK HILLS FLYFISHERS MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION

Name:    

Address:  

City, State, Zip:   

Phone:   

Email:



Dues payments are $30 (general), $75 (sustaining), $125 (sponsor), $500 (donor), or $1,000 (lifetime). Please 
complete all of the blanks above, make your check payable to Black Hills Flyfishers and mail to:

Black Hills Flyfishers 
PO Box 1621

Rapid City, SD 57709


