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"The Finest in Angling Literature" – still on paper because it’s cool getting something as golden as "The Finest" in the U.S. mail

During July 2020 we had THE BIG AUCTION socially distanced and online.  We didn’t want to, but in today’s 
times found it necessary.  So, we went with a ‘trial’ size of items (16 in all) and it worked well!  We raised 
almost $8,000!  The remaining donated items that were for the 2020 ‘live’ BIG Auction, will be carried over to 
2021, don’t worry – there’s a lot of cool stuff in that pile!

What will happen to the 2021 BIG AUCTION??!!  Stay tuned, we are honestly not sure if we’ll get to see all 
your smiling faces at a live event in April 2021.  I sure hope so!

Well, it’s Sunday November 8 and 2020’s Election Day has come and gone.  I guess I won.  I’m still ‘El 
Supremo’ as Vickers sez.

At least now, we’re back to advertisements for pillows, cars, and hygiene products as compared to people 
we may or may not agree with (how’s that for not exposing my personal political sentiment?!).

Seems it’s been 8 years in the past 8 months.  What’s that old saying, I spent a month in Laramie one 
night?  And, I am sorry we, the BHFF Board, has floundered a bit lately as everyone tries to navigate 
today’s world.  This is our first newsletter since early July.  Yes, we’re all still here, thankfully, and we 
hope you and yours are too.

There’s not a whole lot going on in the BHFF world right now – hopefully, we’ll be able to get things 
cranked up again in early 2021.  I know there are some that have no fear and are happy to shake hands 
and have a normal in person conversation, but there are others that aren’t.  So, we as a group will 
continue to delay our in-person meetings for a while yet.

Some newsworthy items you may have missed:
 Secretary Hepler has stepped down from the South Dakota Game Fish & Parks.  We’re sad to see 

him leave and we hope enjoys all the free time he has earned!  Be well and good luck Secretary 
Hepler!

 There’s a group that is working hard at making the Rapid Creek drainage (BH National Forest area 
mostly) a recreation area – in the hopes of minimizing mining activity in the drainage.  You can 
learn more at:  www.rapidcreekwatershed.org

Don’t forget – airline tickets are really cheap right now!  A reminder, for those able and willing to go 
somewhere even more cool than here and fish!  Be safe, and remember to laugh, please!
Editor's note:  El Supremo's gratuitous sarcasm directed at The Gem City (aka "Laradise") is badly misguided.  Laramie is 
home to the Harvard of the High Plains - the University of Wyoming, and the much-beloved Wyoming Cowboys.  

THE BIG AUCTION ONLINE WORKED WELL!  

Notes From the Oval Eddy, by El Supremo 



Life's Too Short to Row a Boat Made Out of Recycled Milk Jugs
So, MV, what have you been doing lately?  Well, let's see.  I already had COVID.  I haven't fished for a month, 
which involved a snowy trip with an old friend up to the Bighorn.  But I have been working on the boat.  You 
see, about 30 years ago four BHFF members threw in a less than $1,000 each (big money in those days) to 
purchase a kit for a Ray's River Dories wood drift boat, sporting a spruce frame, mahogany hull, and white oak 
rails.  As time went on, the ownership dwindled.  Two of the original builders died.  One moved to central South 
Dakota, which left just me.    

Now you have to understand that I'm a "project guy".  I have to have something to do.  I'm pretty sure that it's a 
genetic thing that I inherited from my father.  Miraculously, somehow or other my children managed to escape 
this curse - the rest of the family excels at "relaxing".  In any case, for three seasons of the year I can spend 
weekends working on projects at home with a little recreation mixed in, but when it gets cold and the snow flies 
I lose interest in working outdoors pretty fast.  So, during the winter I enjoy tying a few flies, catching up on my 
reading, and working on the old wooden drift boat.  

Not that it needs a lot of work, you understand.  It doesn't.  But since I like to tinker and "putz around", I'll think 
"Maybe I should give the old girl another coat of varnish", or "I'll bet I could build some very nice rod-holders."  
Basically things that aren't really necessary, but I enjoy doing them, and I also enjoy having a really handsome, 
high-utility drift boat.  

A few weeks ago I drug the boat up to my Dad's 
shop, which was also the birthplace of the boat 
30+ years ago.  Early stages of dementia require 
that I make a list so I don't forget anything, and 
besides, it has always given me a sense of 
accomplishment to check an item off of my list.  

The list looks like this:  

Elevated oar locks 
Secure tray for spare oar
Thread goop and tighten seat pipes
Anchor container
Re-caulk chine / new screws
Varnish hull
Repair area around seat pipe
Paint floor boards gray w/ traction stuff
Paint rub-rails green?  
Weld steps onto trailer
Move safety chain 
Tighten rope on oarsman's seat - refinish

Now some of you might think this is a lot, and that 
you'd really rather watch your 10,000th NFL game 
on television.  But not me.  I'm about one-third of 
the way through the list, and I'm anxious for the 
weekend to come so I can get back at it.  

Every person that has a drift-boat will think that 
their boat is "the best", and I'm no exception.  
These opinions are mine alone, and some will find them controversial.  Drift boats are generally made of 
aluminum, wood or fiberglass, with glass being the most common.  Aluminum boats are loud, cold, homely, 
and have no heart.  They are durable, but nobody would mistake an aluminum boat for the prom queen.  

Glass boats (made, I'm pretty sure, from recycled milk jugs) are utterly lacking in redeeming features, although 
I'll grudgingly admit that they are fairly durable and don't seem to sink very often.  But I've never seen a milk 
jug boat where the owner proudly declares "Yes, that's my baby!  Isn't she a beaut?"  

Wood boats are beautiful.  They are quiet, they have heart, and they are extremely tough.  Their weight is  



comparable to glass or aluminum.  My 17- footer with a 54" wide bottom weighs 300 pounds empty.  They do, 
however, require some maintenance, and you don't want to store them in the sun.  Doing occasional 
maintenance on your wood boat leads to a connection with the boat that you'll never find with glass or 
aluminum.  Aluminum and glass are boats you simply tow and row, and they represent little more than a 
financial transaction to their owners.  Wood is different.  

If you're not willing to spend a little time on the boat once in a while you should probably go with aluminum, or 
get one of those milk jug plastic drifters with a missing child's picture still faintly visible on the hull.  Have you 
seen Little Frankie?   

I have an old friend - my best man, as a matter of fact.  Years ago he bought a very cool wood boat, and he 
fishes out of it around 100 days per year.  Yes, he's retired.  Year after year, he didn't really do anything to 
keep the boat up, and over time the high-altitude sun really took its toll.  It was beat to a pulp.   

But for some reason, the light switch went on this year.  He's got the boat in his garage, and is tinkering away 
with new paint, epoxy, and varnish.  He sent me a photo of his oars, which went from one-foot-in-the-grave to 
looking like pieces of fine furniture.  I think he's actually enjoying it, and taking some pride in not only the boat 
but also his handiwork.  I'm fired up about that.  If I didn't have my own projects I'd head out to Wyoming to 
help him with a little sanding.  He'll have the Queen Mary of drifters by spring.    

Finally, I live on Rapid Creek, and we're so fortunate to have excellent fishing in the Black Hills.  But I also like 
to go on a big river jag once in a while, usually to the North Platte or the Bighorn.  My old friend with the wood 
drifter is all-in on any trips, and even my wife (proud owner of a new rod from Dakota Angler) wants to join me.  
So, I'm already thinking of new adventures to be had, floating a great western river in a cool old wood boat.  

So there you go.  That's what I've been doing lately, all because life's too short to row a boat made out of 
recycled milk jugs. 
Editor's Note:  MV says he will repel all boarders, and that those that try to storm The Palace with pitchforks because of this article will be rebuffed.  

Green Perdigon, Provided by Hans Stephenson of Dakota Angler
Perdigon style flies continue to gain traction in the fly fishing world. Why? Because they catch fish like crazy. 
This style of fly was our top producing nymph in Black Hills streams this year. They worked all through the 
spring and summer, and I found out this week that fish still have a hard time passing them up. We have had 
particular luck with the green or olive version. It doesn't hurt to tie these up in purple, red, blue, grey, or black. 
They all work. Somedays changing the size makes a big difference, other days a minor change in color makes 
a big difference. Luckily, no matter what color you use, you will catch fish. We typically fish this style of fly in 
the Czech or Euro Nymphing style, however, it is equally effective in a strike indicator rig or fished as a dropper 
under a dry fly. 

Hook: Hanak 450 or Kumoto 310 Jig Hook size 14-18
Bead: Copper Slotted Bead sized to hook
Thread: 12/0 olive semperfli classic waxed
Tail- Coq de Leon
Body- Opal Sulky Tinsel and Sulky Holoshimmer 
Lime Green, Pine Green, or Holographic Olive Flashabou
Hot Spot- 12/0 Fl Red Classic Waxed thread
Glue: Solarez Thin
Wing case - Loon or similar Black UV Resin

Published when it's convenient to do so, Flylines, "The Finest in Angling Literature" is the voice of 
the Black Hills Flyfishers. Our editorial policy is to print the news, a portion of which will 
inevitably be true. Contributions to and compliments about Flylines can be sent to Mark Vickers at 
wbg@rushmore.com. Complaints should be directed to David Hanna at 
davidhanna85@gmail.com. Read with extreme caution. FlyLines is non-toxic, but don't eat it.

REMEMBER TO CHECK OUT BLACK HILLS FLYFISHERS ON THE WEB TO READ MORE ABOUT 
US WWW.BLACKHILLSFLYFISHERS.COM or on FACEBOOK 

http://WWW.BLACKHILLSFLYFISHERS.COM
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PPO Box 1621
RRapid City, SD 57709-1621

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BLACK HILLS FLYFISHERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name:    

Address:  

City, State, Zip:   

Phone / 
Email_____________________________________________________

Dues payments are $30 (general), $75 (sustaining), $125 (sponsor), $500 (donor), or $1,000 (lifetime).  Please 
complete all of the blanks above, make your check payable to Black Hills Flyfishers and mail to:

Black Hills Flyfishers
PO Box 1621

Rapid City, SD  57709

You can also make dues payments on-line at blackhillsflyfishers.com!


