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Welcome to the new "Fly Lines" newsletter!  In an effort to save on our hard working admin, the
bottom line of our printing budget, and a beautiful tree or two, we are brining you this online

version of "The Finest" with hopes that it will be widely accepted and well received!  Please let
us know what you think, and share this with your networks.  An archive will always be available

at the BHFF website for reading while waiting streamside for the hatch to begin.  Enjoy the
November 2022 version of Flylines! 

Unforeseen circumstances forces us to call an audible at the November BHFF meeting, but the crowd and guest
presenter made for a great gathering!   

We had a very informative presentation by Justin Herreman with Rapid City Watershed Action.  Their group is
working to eliminate any possibility of mining on the Rapid Creek and Castle Creek watersheds upstream of
Rapid City.  If you are not up on the issue of the possibility of mining in the Silver City, take some time to check
out rapidcreekwatershed.org.   Email them at info@rapidcreekwatershed.org with any questions about their work
or how you can get involved.  There is purported legislation on the table in DC to protect this watershed but no
one has taken up the cause at this point.  Hopefully our club and many others will step up to help move things
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forward.  Our drinking water and cold water trout fisheries are at stake. Time to step it up. 

Please thank David Hanna for sponsoring this event.   He paid for the room rental, raffle item and the food. 
Thanks El Supremo!   

We did have to do a little switching around last meeting as our scheduled program could not make it due to icy
road conditions.  The good news is that Lori Brown will be talking about the importance of beavers and
their ecosystems at our Dec meeting!   She is a Riparian Rangeland Specialist with the Nature
Conservancy and has a plan for the future of our beautiful Black Hills.  Please attend.  Mike Lees has
graciously agreed to sponsor this event. 

Murphy's Pub 
Show starts at 7:00 p.m. If you're not early, you're late.  Bring a friend who might be interested in a BHFF
membership.   

Dec 8 - Lori Brown - Nature Conservancy and Beavers 
  Topic: Beavers and Beaver Dam
Analogs – “Riparian Resilience in Western SD Streams”   
Speaker: Lori Brown, The Nature Conservancy

We have added new
membership options for
the Black Hills Fly Fishers! 
Check out our student
option for anglers under
18, and our couples/family
membership plan.  

 

Become a Member or Pay Dues
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Observations from the Black Hills

Brown and brook trout spawn during the autumn months typically beginning late September - early October with
the potential to last well into December.   The screenshot below shows a large white patch of gravel (redd)
cleaned by brown trout who are ready to deposits and fertilize eggs.  Spawning mostly takes place in highly
oxygenated water where gravel is present. You will often see them created at the tail end of a seam or in riffle
water, commonly set up right along the shoreline.  We can help contribute to increased spawning success by
diligently caring about where we walk and what fish we present to.  Spawning fish are open to predation,
dedicating most of their energy to reproduction (think about how worn out you would be!), and will aggressively
defend their redd when necessary.  All of these distractions lead to a very difficult time for spawning fish.  All
great reasons for us to just leave them alone for a while.  Take cate when walking through shallow areas or
letting your dog run about and never cast to fish sitting on a redd. Fish might spook from their spot as you walk
by, but they will return shortly after. Just being aware and always considerate of their location is a great practice.
Thanks for being diligent. 
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This image shows a redd on the back/shallow side of a pool.  The light colored patch of gravel amongst the darker colored rocks is where fish will lay

their eggs.  

Texas Hill Country on the Fly
Buddy Seiner

It was an impromptu family road trip to the Texas Hill Country that ended
with a great afternoon of fishing in Pedernales State Park.  The high
afternoon sun had warmed the October Texas air to the upper 80's.  We had
seen some beautiful scenery up to this point, so the wife and kids were
excited to relax in the crystal clear waters of the Pedernales River, and I
was excited to finally be carrying a few fly rods on one of my own
adventures.  This was a busy park, and too many people were lounging at
the first swimming hole, so I wandered downstream, ditching my family for
the remainder of the afternoon.  They would be back to pick me up around
supper time, so I had to make the most of this opportunity alone.  I was
hoping to find some Hill Country carp, but would settle for any fish that
would eat a fly.  

Cichlids and redbreast sunfish were not shy about eating a damsel nymph,
but you can only catch so many before the search for larger prey pushes
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you forward.  The river widened to large open pools and eventually deeper
sections where larger fish were roaming.  Eventually, I began seeing small
carp cruising the shorline under cypress trees.  They were not having the
damsel fly nymph or the bugskin gilly (two of my favorite patterns in Pierre)
so I switched to a variation of a brim reeper pattern that I had found
promoted online by a local guide.  The first cast with this brim reeper
resulted in a fish swimming right over and picking it up off the bottom. 
Watching that take place in clear water
will never get old to me.  A few more
small carp came to hand that afternoon
along with a beautiful long-nose gar
that could not resist a deceiver drifting
next to its snout. It was an adventure
well worth the long drive, and one I
hope to duplicate!        
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Black Hills Fishing Report
Dakota Angler and Outfitter - Rapid City, S.D. 

October 5th, 2022 
flyfishsd.com

Greetings Fellow Fly Anglers- Fall is officially here. The colors are starting to change throughout the Black Hills.
Peak color change should happen in the next couple of weeks. The weather is beautiful and so is the scenery.
The fishing isn’t bad either.

The best stream fishing conditions are on Rapid, Castle, and Spearfish Creeks.

Rapid Creek continues to fish well above and below Pactola Reservoir. Hoppers and other terrestrials are still in
play. We may get a frost soon, especially at the highest elevations, but as long as the frost isn’t too hard, we
should continue to see hopper fishing for a bit. Hatch activity is limited mainly to Blue Winged Olives. Good
fishing throughout the watershed. Fishing has picked up in town with the fall temperatures.

Castle has great water above and below Deerfield Lake. Flows are steady on Castle Creek. Great opportunities
to fish smaller water and find some brook trout. Hoppers will work during the warmer parts of the day. Otherwise,
look for BWOs midday and through the afternoon. Some of the best dry fly fishing of the season happens with
the late Baetis hatches.

Spearfish continues to fish well in the Canyon and in town. Flows have remained steady on Spearfish for the
past few weeks. Smaller flies and lighter tippet continue to be important for pressured areas in the Canyon. Best
luck will be with zebra midges and small Baetis nymphs in sizes 18-22. Hoppers and Chubby Chernobyls are
working, especially in the lower sections of the stream. Blue Winged Olives (Baetis) are hatching, especially in
the afternoons.
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Lake fishing has picked up. The coves and beaches at Pactola Reservoir are fishing very well. Fish are taking a
leech and smaller streamer patterns fished on a retrieve. An intermediate line is a good choice for this tactic. Or
fish blob and midge patterns under an indicator. Deerfield lake is also fishing quite well this season. The same
tactics work on Deerfield as Pactola.

Pike fishing is another option. Fall has been the better season for catching pike in the Black Hills for a couple of
years now. Pactola and Sheridan Lakes are the best options. Sinking lines from intermediate through type 5 are
the best tools for the job. For pike flies try smaller bunny flies, whistlers, and murdich minnows.

Hot Flies

Dries- Chubby Chernobyls, Hippie Stompers, Hoppers, Ants, Beetles, BWO Sparkle Duns, BWO Hackle
Stackers

Nymphs- Perdigons, Zebra Midges, Torin’s Soft Hackle, Czech Princess Olive, Tungsten Split Case PMD,
Tungsten Split Case BWO

Streamers- Small Thin Mints, Autumn Splendor

Tippet Sizes- 5x-7x

Fly of the Month
Reese’s Fusion Nymph
Hook: Daiichi 1530 Wet Fly Hook  
Bead: Black Bead  
Thread:  Cream Ultra Thread 70 
Tail:  Pheasant Tail Angel Hair  
Underbody:  Ostrich Herl  
Main Body:  Larva Lace Midge
Lace - Amber 
Thorax:  Peacock Firestar  
Tying Instructions on Youtube

Copyright © 2022 Black Hills FlyFishers, All rights reserved. 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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