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NEXT MEETING – 7PM, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2022 – MURPHY’S back room.  Speaker is 
Jeremy Kientz with our longtime friends at the South Dakota Game Fish & Parks.  Jeremy will be there 
with some of the new fisheries staff to let us know what’s up with the various Black Hills and area 
fisheries!   
 
A little recap - Saturday, April 23, 2022, we had a massive stream cleanup effort on Rapid Creek in Rapid 
City!  AND, the BIG Auction May 14 2022.  We netted over $15,000 at the 2022 BIG Auction!  Thank you 
all who attended and a BIG thanks to Rich Morrison for his extensive work in making the entire BIG 
Auction happen!! 
 
I've asked before, and I'm asking again because the response was zero in March and zero in April.  3rd 
time’s the charm so I’m told?  Call me or email me if you'd like to put forth some of your free time 
and vast intellectual powers to help out BHFF!  David Hanna at 605-431-7118 and email is 
davidhanna85@gmail.com  
 
NOW – onto something a bit more entertaining: 
 
Have you ever been on a fishing trip that’s going to be all outside – as in a multi-day float on a river – and 
it rains 90+% of every single minute of every day?  And, then the campsites and tents continue to flood, 
you float 35 miles in one of the days and finally find an open gravel bar (6 inches above the water) and 
setup camp in the dark.  All the while it’s windy and the air temp is under 50?  Well, it’s a 12-beer story, 
but feel free to ask me or Olson about it.  You buy the beer.  We are VERY happy to be indoors, dry, and 
warm – at least for a little bit.  Hope you’re all well and see you October 13! 
 
Spearfish Canyon Outing - How About Bill and Judy Wittrig!   
 
Unfortunately I was out of town and couldn't attend, but Bill and Judy Wittrig hosted a fantastic fund-
raising event for the BHFF at their Spearfish Canyon home.  Turnout was very solid, and approximately 
$2,000 was raised as the attendees were treated to beer, brats, and a Spearfish Creek tutorial by Dakota 
Angler.  Two door prizes were given away - a reel donated by Jeff Olson, and a cooler designed for wine 
that was donated by two great friends of the BHFF, Bill and Judy Wittrig.    
 
Jeff Olson reported on this event as follows:  What a great day in the Canyon.   A big thanks to our great 
hosts, Bill and Judy Wittrig.  Their retreat on Spearfish creek is amazing, and Hans and Dave put on an 
excellent show.  You can see why this shop continues to be THE best shop in the nation. (I have been to 
many).  We had it all - great weather, great food, cold beer and a very informative clinic on how to fish the 
Canyon (something Dave Hanna needs lots of help with).  26 people of all ages attended and nearly 
$2000 was raised for the resource.  Watch your newsletter because we are doing it again next year.  A huge 
thanks to all those who participated. 

  Notes From the Oval Eddy, by El Supremo  



MV's Product Review - Simms Stash Bag  
 

I've had a "boat bag" of some sort or the other for 
decades.  It probably started about 30 years ago with a 
"Wood River Bag", then another bag I don't really 
remember other than I gave it to my son, and finally a 
Fishpond bag I bought at The Big Auction that was so 
stuffed it wouldn't zip.  The long term trend was to keep 
getting bigger and bigger bags.  To hold more stuff, you 
see.  They're actually very handy, even if you don't have 
a boat.     
 
None of the bags mentioned were remotely waterproof, 
and truth be told I wasn't all that happy with any of them.  
And so it was that I started poking around for a new bag 
this summer.  I saw some very nice ones for around 

$300, but for a frugal guy such as myself a $300 bag would be no bueno.  I mean, what do you think I am, 
a Rockefeller?  So, what did I want?  A larger bag with a lid-type closure, rather than a zipper across the 
top that won't zip.  Durable and waterproof would be a major plus.  And a reasonable price.   
 
I was even Googling "waterproof luggage" after my initial searches for the perfect bag were turning up 
snake-eyes.  But then, one day I was wandering around inside Dakota Angler and asked Karl about bags.  
He had one that I had seen a picture of, but had never seen in person - the Simms Stash Bag.  It has a 
lid, it's basically waterproof, and it holds a lot of stuff.  All of my usual gear, even a roll of emergency toilet 
paper, and there's probably enough room on top for my raincoat or a jacket.  When I say "basically 
waterproof", it's waterproof - you just can't take it scuba diving.  The lack of waterproof zippers is why they 
don't call it waterproof.  All for $129.  First trip I loved this thing - a massive improvement over what I'd 
been using in the past.   
 
What don't I like?  Like a used car dealer that puts oversized stickers (with flames no less) on the rear 
window of a newly-purchased car, Simms seems to think that I actually like having their corporate logo 
plastered across my gear in giant orange letters.  Along with many other manufacturers (I'm looking at you 
too, Orvis) of fishing gear, subtlety is not their strong suit.  A walking billboard for their company, you 
might say.  It's not enough to simply buy their product, they want me to advertise it too.  In any case, I 
solved that little issue by covering the orange ads with an equally large 
"Ray's River Dories" sticker over the Simms logo on one side (always 
happy to promote the little guy, wood boats, and RRD), and some duct 
tape with my name and phone number on the other side.  If I ever lost 
the bag, the finder would think he had hit the mother lode, but I 
suppose there's a chance of its return.  Hope springs eternal!   
 
And, if I can be allowed to nitpick, black's probably not the best color 
for a hot, sunny day in the boat or for finding the bag in the dark.  I 
would prefer cream-colored, but it probably doesn't matter all that 
much.   
 
Finally, a little necessary customization - I stuck a Cliff Outdoors Float 
Patch on the top of the lid.  It certainly appears that it will stay stuck on 
the top, but if it ever comes loose I'll rivet it in place.  So the lid also 
now serves as a handy place to temporarily park a fly while on the go.  
The bag is now pretty much perfect, and it's all "Cliffed Up" to boot.    
 
Yes, I know the Stash Bag was probably built by the Chicoms, which is 
something that I make some effort to avoid.  But I'm giving a tip of the 
Stetson to Simms and Chairman Xi on this one - with the modifications 
outlined above, it suits my needs perfectly at a reasonable price.      



 

9/10/22 Angling Report - Provided by Dakota Angler & Outfitter 
 
Greetings Fellow Fishing Fans! Sorry for the delay since the last report. Not too 
many changes on the fishing front. Cooler weather returned this weekend. The 
Black Hills received some much-needed rain. Flows ticked up in a few places. The 
cooler temps will help water temperatures and improve fishing conditions. 

The best fishing continues to be on Rapid, Castle, and Spearfish Creeks. These streams have the most 
consistent flows and water temperatures. Lake fishing should start to pick back up. Especially on Pactola 
Reservoir. Boat traffic is a bit quieter post Labor Day. 
 
Rapid Creek continues to fish well above and below Pactola Reservoir. Rapid Creek in town is fishing 
more consistently with the cooler weather. While daytime highs will get back into the high 80’s this week, 
cooler nighttime temps will keep water temperatures in check. The Trico hatch has picked back up in 
town. Best action between 7-9 am. PMDs continue to hatch throughout the watershed, mostly later in the 
day and into the evening. Hoppers and terrestrials are working well. Fish a dry and dropper rig in most 
places, until a steadier hatch picks up. 
 
Castle has great water above and below Deerfield Lake. Flows have remained steady on Castle Creek. 
Great opportunities to fish smaller water and find some brook trout. Some PMDs and small Baetis are 
hatching. Hopper bite is picking up. Terrestrials are a good bet overall. Great water for fishing a dry 
dropper rig. 
 
Spearfish continues to fish well in the Canyon and in town. Flows on Spearfish got a slight bump from rain 
on Friday. That will freshen things up and get fish feeding a bit better this week. Smaller flies and lighter 
tippet continue to be important for pressured areas in the Canyon. Fish the fast pocket water to find eager 
fish. Good dry fly fishing in the evening. Hoppers and Chubby Chernobyls are working on top. Will see 
more Blue Winged Olives with the cooler weather this week. Especially in the afternoons. 
Hatches have remained much the same since the last reports. However we will start seeing more Blue 
Winged Olives throughout the Black Hills.  Look for afternoon hatches of Pale Morning Duns, along with a 
few caddis hatching into the evening. There are some very small yellow olive summer baetis 
(Accentrella?) hatching in the late afternoon and evening as well.  Regular Baetis hatching below Pactola 
Reservoir on Rapid Creek. Terrestrials continue to pick up steam. Hoppers, ants, beetles, and cicadas are 
all worth fishing. Especially as part of hopper/dropper or dry dropper rigs. 
 
Lake fishing will pick up this week. Start checking the coves and beaches at Pactola Reservoir. Also seek 
out the solitude of Deerfield Lake. This large reservoir offers great fishing from kayaks, float tubes, 
personal pontoons, etc. It’s a no wake lake so almost no motorized boat traffic is around to disturb 
anglers. 
 
Hot Flies 
Dries- PMD Sparkle Duns, PMD Parachutes, Yellow Stimulators, Chubby Chernobyls, Hippie Stompers, 
Hoppers, Ants, Beetles, Fathead Cicadas, Elk Hair Caddis, Bloom’s Parachute Caddis, Trico spinners, 
BWO Sparkle Duns 
Nymphs- Perdigons, Zebra Midges, Torin’s Soft Hackle, Czech Princess Olive, Tungsten Split Case PMD, 
TNT Jig PMD, Frenchies, Cheeseman Canyon Emergers, Split Case Nymphs 
Streamers- Small Thin Mints 
 
Tippet Sizes- 5x-7x 
 
And finally, a report from our friends at the Bighorn Trout Shop: 
 
Water flows are at 2,500 cfs.  Fishing has been poor the last several days.  There is not a lot going on 
regarding insect hatches: a few black caddis are around in the afternoon and evening, especially on the 
upper 3 miles.  We're seeing some Pseudos (pale olive Baetis) throughout the day, and a few trico 
spinners in the morning.  Anglers have caught some fish on tricos in the morning, but it remains to be 



seen if the trico hatch develops into a major event.  Aquatic grass has choked out many of the fishing 
holes, so you'll have to target the fast water sections.  Still reports of large trout being caught, but don't 
expect to catch large numbers of fish.  Some decent streamer action if you can cover the water efficiently. 
 
Editor's note:  I want to get back "up there" one more time this year, but will wait until the grass clears out 
some and see what happens as it respects the lake "turning over".  In mid-October last year we had 
spectacular tan caddis fishing, but I'm afraid that hatch is already gone.  If the tricos or late Baetis hit this 
year, there could still be one really good dry fly outing.  There are more big fish on the Bighorn right now 
than I've ever seen.   
 
 

 

Editor's note:  Hale Harris is a great writer, and this article was shamelessly poached from the Bighorn Trout 
Shop blog.   

Winter fly fishing in Montana 
is not for everyone. Judging by 
the numbers of anglers you 
see in February, it’s not for 
many people at all. But if you 
want a world-class trout fishery 
largely to yourself, don the 
merino wool and goose down 
and fish the Bighorn. The 
water is clear and there’s little 
algae or aquatic grass. The 
fish are willing and you can 
usually fish the best runs in the 
river with little competition. 

Water temperatures plummet 
during the winter months, 
usually bottoming out around 
40 degrees. Cold water affects 
trout metabolism and where the fish hold. Avoid the fast water, as fish don’t want to buck heavy current. 
Instead target the medium to slower-current holes and runs. When you hook a fish in this type of water, 
take your time and work the area well. There are often a number of fish concentrated in the immediate 
area. Strikes are often very subtle, so set the hook on any quiver or hesitation in your strike indicator. 

Sowbugs and scuds are a winter standby. These crustaceans are a high-protein food source for trout 
year-round but become extra important during the winter months due to the scarcity of insect hatches. 
Instinctively trout seem to know that these little crustaceans contain extra nutrition and they seek them 
out. I prefer to fish scuds and sowbugs in sizes 16 and 18 but will occasionally fish a size 14 as an 
attractor for a smaller fly. 

I need to qualify the “scarcity of insect hatches” statement. I should probably say that hatches are scarce 
in comparison to summer activity, but they are not nonexistent. Fall Baetis hatches often extend late into 
November and early December, while midges hatches can be especially prolific in March and April. There 
is only a short period in the heart of winter where surface action is especially limited. I have experienced 
good midge hatches on cloudy days in January but you need a relatively wind-free day. 
Midges seem to take center stage in the winter. Even if the wind is blowing and fish are staying deep, 
midge pupa are a primary food source. A variety of pupa colors are represented in trout stomach samples, 
with dark olive and medium brown being particularly abundant. Use pupa patterns with a dark silhouette 

  "Thoughts on Winter Fishing", by Hale Harris of Bighorn Trout Shop.  
Shamelessly poached from the Bighorn Trou 



and you’ll find that the fish are not overly selective as to the exact shade. The Tung Teaser midge pupa in 
black is a popular winter pattern. 

Streamers - When the water is very cold, streamer tactics change. You can catch fish “pounding the 
banks” in the traditional float fish scenario using a floating line or a 12’ to 15’ sink tip. I tend to use this rig 
when I’m drifting from run to run, but I don’t expect to rack up huge numbers. With this setup I fish the 
medium speed or slower water and I don’t fish the fly too fast. Impart some action to the fly immediately 
after it hits the water, then pause and let the fly sink a bit. An erratic retrieve is always effective, but 
especially so in winter. The fish often strike on the pause. 

My favorite winter setup utilizes a heavier sinking line. I sometimes refer to these lines as “full-sinking 
lines” just to separate the category from the shorter sink-tips, but they are, in fact, 24’ to 30’ sinking-head, 
shooting lines. The RIO Intouch Outbound Short I/S6 is an example. This line has 30 feet of sinking fly 
line—sink rate 6 inches per second—backed up by a thin, intermediate running line. The aggressive 
weight-forward taper of the 30-foot head enables the angler to throw large flies and shoot line with ease. 
I’m a big fan of the Outbound Short fly lines as I am the Scientific Anglers equivalent, the Sonar Titan 
Int/Sink 5. Fishing streamer flies in deep water is no longer a chore with these lines. If you had given up 
on full-sinking lines in the past, I recommend you try one of these new generation lines. You might 
discover a new passion for winter streamer fishing. 

Streamer fishing the deep water can be especially productive in winter. I like to anchor my boat on the 
edge of deep water runs, work the area thoroughly, then pull anchor and move downstream a few feet. I 
repeat this process until I’ve worked through the best holding water. 

Lodging - Lodging is available at the Bighorn Trout Shop throughout the winter and rates are low. Give us 
a call in the morning (406.666.2375) as our standard hours are 8:00 to 12:00 AM. If you don’t catch us 
(maybe around Christmas and New Year), leave a message and we’ll call you back. During a normal 
Montana winter, at least in this part of Montana, we often have periods of mild weather that make for an 
enjoyable experience on the river. Give winter fishing a try. 

 
Iron Thorax Nymph, provided by Karl Stephenson of Dakota Angler 
 
We discovered this fly in the Solitude Flies Catalog. It's a very effective pattern tied in natural pheasant with a 
red thorax, olive pheasant with olive wire, and black pheasant with blue wire. We substitute Fluoro Fiber for the 
pheasant tail legs of the original. Many versions of the pheasant tail nymph have included copper wire as a 
thorax, including the original tied by Frank Sawyer. 
  
Materials: 
Hook: Tiemco 3769 or similar Short Shank Nymph Hook 
Thread: 12/0 Semperfli or 70 Denier UTC 
Tail: Pheasant tail fibers 
Abdomen: Pheasant tail fibers 
Rib: SMall or X-Small Ultra Wire 
Thorax: Ultra Wire 
Wingcase: Pheasant tail fibers - can be coated with UV Resin for 
Durability 
Legs:Fluoro Fiber or Pheasant tail fibers 
  
 

NEXT MEETING – 7PM, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2022 – MURPHY’S back room - Put it on your 
calendar!!!!!  
 

Published when it's convenient to do so, Flylines, "The Finest in Angling Literature" is the voice of the Black 
Hills Flyfishers. Our editorial policy is to print the news, a portion of which will inevitably be true. Contributions 
to and compliments about Flylines can be sent to Mark Vickers at wbg@rushmore.com. Complaints should be 
directed to David Hanna at davidhanna85@gmail.com. Read with extreme caution. FlyLines is non-toxic, but 
don't eat it.   



don't eat it. Black Hills Flyfishers  
PPO Box 1621 
RRapid City, SD 57709-1621 
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BLACK HILLS FLYFISHERS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
 
Name:      

 
Address:    

 
City, State, Zip:     

 
Phone / 
Email_____________________________________________________ 

 
Dues payments are $30 (general), $75 (sustaining), $125 (sponsor), $500 (donor), or $1,000 (lifetime).  Please 
complete all of the blanks above, make your check payable to Black Hills Flyfishers and mail to: 

 
Black Hills Flyfishers 

PO Box 1621 
Rapid City, SD  57709 

 
You can also make dues payments on-line at blackhillsflyfishers.com! 


