
The Hay Shed Hill vineyard is one of the pioneer vineyards of Margaret River, located in the Willyabrup 
sub-region; heart of Margaret River red wine country.  Like many of the neighbouring vineyards Hay Shed 
Hill was founded by people outside the regions agricultural community, people driven by a common 
passion for the great wines of Bordeaux. 

Since the ground breaking work of Professor Harold Olmo of the University of California Davis and the local legend Dr John Gladstones 
in the 60s that identified and quantified the climatic and soil attributes of this part of Margaret River, noting the uncanny homoclimatic 
similarity to that of Bordeaux, the early founders were driven to produce world class Cabernet based blends.

The Hay Shed Hill ‘Morrison’s Gift’ is named after the founders of Hay Shed Hill Wines; Liz and Barry Morrison who planted the grape 
varieties made famous in Bordeaux.  This wine is made from Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Petit Verdot, Malbec and Cabernet Franc in 
honour of their foresight.  We thank them for the gift of these fully mature plantings on this wonderful vineyard site that allow us to make 
wines like the Hay Shed Hill Morrison’s Gift’.

THE VINTAGE 2019

Every vintage is different bringing new challenges and teaching new lessons.
The vintage of 2019 in Margaret River was particularly challenging logistically and financially but in the most 
important sense, that is grape quality, it was nonetheless a good vintage.  
At the Hay Shed Hill vineyard, which is very close to the Indian Ocean, we experienced a warm and dry 
winter, which meant that the vines never deeply entered dormancy as soil temperature stayed reasonably 
high.  This led to a very early initial budburst.  It is never good to burst early as spring in Wilyabrup can be 
quite wild with wet and windy conditions which can be devastating during the grapevine flowering period.  
And so it proved this season with hail, wind and heavy rain during the critical flowering period leading to 
the low fruit set.
The challenges remained as we entered the summer part of the growing season with several rain episodes 
and generally mild conditions.  This made ripening slow, which is not a bad thing except that we had 
pressure from the two main pests in grape growing in Margaret River, birds and kangaroos.  It was one of 
those years with no blossom in the native trees across the whole of the South West, so very little food for 
the birds.  Similarly the dry winter severely limited the feed for kangaroos and combined with unusually big 
mobs the roo damage to the fruit was extensive.  This was my thirteenth vintage here at Hay Shed Hill and 
I have never seen kangaroo numbers like this before.
The accountant would doubtless judge 2019 as a very poor year, but when you toast the vintage with a glass  
from 2019 you will be grateful that not all decisions are made from a financial basis.

THE WINE

In keeping with the tradition of great Bordeaux blends this wine is medium bodied with the emphasis 
placed on textural complexity and elegance rather than brute strength and depth of fruit.  Classic Cabernet 
berry aromas with the all the flavour and textural complexity of the lesser well known, but crucial secondary 
varieties.

TECHNICAL 

Growing Region: Margaret River  Alc Vol: 14.0% 

Varieties: Cabernet Sauvignon 34%, Cabernet Franc 34%, 

Malbec 16%, Merlot 8%, Petit Verdot 8%.

HAY SHED HILL WINES
511 Harmans Mill Road Willyabrup, Margaret River WA 6280 PO Box 221 Cowaramup WA 6284

Ph: + 61 8 9755 6046 Fax: + 61 8 9755 6083 Email: info@hayshedhill.com.au
www.hayshedhill.com.au

‘MORRISON’S  GIFT ’  2019


