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Vintage Report | 2014

There must be a big pile of bad luck building up for Margaret River somewhere because it is just unfair to have this 
many good vintages in a row.  Since the problematic 2006 vintage Margaret River has experienced an unprecedented 
sequence of outstanding vintages – all with their own twists and turns but all of the highest quality.

2014 will prove to be another highlight in this run, but with a profound difference that may not be realized for several 
years.

The 2014 vintage commenced in a very similar vein to the last three vintages with hot and dry conditions in January 
and February leading to an early harvest of Chardonnay in the second week of February followed a week later by 
Semillon and Sauvignon Blanc.  The white wines look especially bright and vibrant with good acidity and great clarity 
of fruit.  

In contrast, however to recent vintages the season cooled considerably in March leading to a long and extended 
ripening for the red varieties, in particularly Cabernet Sauvignon.  In fact the harvest of Cabernet at Hay Shed Hill 
was two to three weeks later than the previous four vintages with warm days, cool nights and a total absence of 
rainfall providing a slow and steady ripening rather than a rapid accumulation of sugar and allowing all the colour 
and flavour components to develop.  In many respects the 2014 vintage was a throwback to the 1990’s with many 
vineyards going all the way through to the end of April.  No early fishing trips for grape growers in 2014.

I believe that with Cabernet Sauvignon 2014 may prove to be the best of a pretty good run of vintages when all the 
dust settles and the wines are first tasted in two years time.


