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ABOUT
 Kacper Kowalski discovered �ying 20 years ago – 
approximately at the same time as photography. As a 
paraglider, a pilot of small aircrafts and a gyrocoptor, 
he would �y into the air with an engine strapped to his 
back to discover the world of form, shape and pattern 
that revealed solely in front of his eyes. From 150 
meters above the ground level, the landscape he saw 
and captured on his camera was turning into abstract 
images that he chose to see. The images he produced 
over the years in several award-winning series 
compose a body of work that is both recognized (with 
the most important awards in the world, including 
several World Press Photo, and POYi awards) and 
recognizable (with the perspective that became 
author’s photographic signature).



 
 In 2015 something changed – Kowalski felt that 
the quest of discovery was over – so was his 
approach to photography: not only because his eye 
seemed to could have been easily replaced with a 
camera attached to the drone, but also because his 
artistic signature that de�ned him over the years of 
successful career did not to satisfy him anymore. This 
is when “OVER” began. In the winter of 2016 Kowalski 
found himself in the air again – this time to start 
what turned into a deeply personal journey into the 
unknown: instead of consciously looking for images, 
he let himself to be guided by emotions. Rising in 
the frosty, winter air, he was suspended in time and 
space, reaching a new point of view that resulted in 
poetic and personal photographs that beyond 
patterns, shapes and colors, communicate a state of 
mind. In his own words this journey can be 
described as “an eternal quest for a world that would 
belong to nobody but me. Searching for a form 
which only imply the content. Which guides without 
de�ning. It doesn’t matter what I see when looking, 
but what I feel.”



OVER
Project “Over” marks a breaking point in 
Kacper Kowalski’s photographic career. 
Composed of a book designed by 
award-winning Ania Nałęcka-Milach and 
an exhibition, the project in its complete 
form tackles several subjects that 
became a theme of re�ection for the 
photographer. Unlike his other series, 
this collection of abstract landscapes as 
seen from above was created not only 
to register, depict, and reveal the 
perspective inaccessible to most people, 
but turned into both formal and 
emotional exploration in form of 
abstract and painting-like images, which 
meanings unfold gradually, revealing 
yet another perspective from which the 
work can be interpreted. It may be an 
abstract yet complete vision composed 
of patterns and shapes – constructed 
carefully as in the architectonic drawing, 
yet revealed only in the speci�c 
conditions, unrepeatable during the 
�ight. 



It may be a landscape after apocalypse 
that has not arrived – a vision of the 
future, what is left of us, the humanity. It 
may be a journey on the edge of 
emotions, an obsession that made the 
artist search for the incomparable 
feeling – the only one that justi�es the 
immense risk of not coming back. It may 
also be an emotion one has when 
interacting with the work that carries 
the state of mind, in the artist’s own 
words: 

“Through horizonless fog I 
move instinctively from one 
shape to the next […] 
I plunge deeper and deeper 
until all that remains is the 
here and the now, within 
which I meditate.” 



PHOTO BOOK
The book OVER was published in the 
autumn of 2017. The pre-premiere of the 
book took place during International 
Festival of Photography in Landskrona, 
Sweden in September 2017 in connection 
to the �rst solo exhibition of the project 
“Over”. The premiere of the book took 
place during Polycopies 2017, along with 
the presentation of the best photobooks 
published in Poland in 2016 and 2017 
(Photobooks From Poland) on the side of 
the Paris Photo Fair. The project has 
already received international recognition 
and interest with individual exhibitions in 
Paris, Vienna, and Landskrona. 

OVER – a photo book
Photos and texts: Kacper Kowalski
Graphic design: Anna Nałęcka-Milach
Size: 235x310 mm
No. of pages: 98
Cover: Soft
Edition: 800
Special edition: 50
1st edition, Gdynia 2017



EXHIBITION
First individual exhibition of 
the project took place during 
International Photography 
Festival in Landskrona, 
Sweden. Kowalski became the 
winner of Portfolio Review in 
2016 judged by such 
prominent curators as 
Elisabeth Avedon, Erik Vroons, 
Christof Tannert and Lars 
Willumeit. The project was 
exhibited during 2017 edition, 
showing a dozen large-scale 
photographs. The exhibition 
was followed by other 
international shows, including 
individual exhibition in the 
Photo12 Galerie in Paris, and 
in the Anzenberger Gallery in 
Vienna. 



PRESS

The project gained broad 
recognition in the most important 
magazines internationally such as 
GUP magazine, National Geographic, 
Sydsvenskan, Digital Camera, 
Fotopolis, and more. 

Aerial photographer, Kacper Kowalski, 
photographed the earth just after 
snow had fallen and covered the 
landscape, turning it into a white 
canvas. With great attention to form, 
shape and pattern, Kowalski 
transformed the frozen landscape.
Elisabeth Avedon, photography curator and 
critic, www.elizabethavedon.blogspot.com

Intimate, stirring, touching.
National Geographic

Using a drone is like discovering the 
Earth by  the television. Kowalski just 
had to fly himself to see and feel the 
space, and than to press the shutter 
button. 
Agnieszka Jacobson-Cielecka, curator

This perspective view is unreachable 
for a regular pilots. During the flight 
we have to observe the horison. His 
works always amazes me, even 
though we fly in the same places.
Kamil Antkowiak, pilot and constructor, for 
DISCOVERY

His sense of visual perspective is 
informed by his training and 
professional experience as an 
architect. Inclined to explore how 
human activity spatially relates to the 
natural environment from a bird’s-eye 
view, Kowalski’s keen attunement to 
the structural lends itself to the 
formally abstract in his aerial 
photography
Valerie-Anne Giscard d'Estaing, 

He won World Press Photo as many as 
three times. But Kacper Kowalski 
decided to look for the new visual 
language – the one that may reveal 
mysteries far beyond the surface. 
Thomas H Johnsson, HD / Sydsvenskan

This book (and photography) is 
touching, wise and beautiful. Because 
Kacper has a very special gift - he can 
look from above and with humility at 
the same time. 
Filip Springer, photographer, writer

While gliding over the surface of the 
earth, approximately 150 meter above 
ground level, Kowalski was capable of 
depicting graphic yet often abstract 
landscapes that are seemingly pristine 
but always include a hint of 
civilization. 

Where does nature end, exactly, and 
where does human adaptation begin? 
His images, even though monumental 
in scope, do not give an easy answer 
to that question. They rather confront 
the onlooker with the fragility of our 
existence.
Erik Vroons, Editor-at-large, GUP magazine 

When others give up for the season, 
deterred by ice and low visibility, 
Kowalski makes his way into Earth’s 
lonely atmosphere. The snow, 
whether it’s fallen or still falling, 
obscures much from view, leaving 
behind only traces of mankind’s 
heavy footsteps.
Ellyn Kall, Feature Shoot



KACPER KOWALSKI

Born in 1977, Kacper Kowalski graduated from 
the Technical University of Gdańsk, where he 
studied architecture. After having worked as an 
architect for four years, he devoted himself 
entirely to �ying and photography. Both as a 
pilot and a photographer, he takes aerial pictures 
of natural and urban environment of his native 
Poland. 

He received numerous awards, including the 
World Press Photo award (2009, 2014, 2015), the 
Picture of the Year International POYi award 
(2012, 2014, 2015, 2016), and many others. 

His works were exhibited internationally in the 
galleries and during festivals around the world, 
including the US (New York, and more), Germany, 
Sweden, Austria, Poland, France, China, Italy, and 
more. He is represented by the Panos Pictures. 
His �rst photography book, Side E�ects, was 
published in early 2014. Second photobook 
OVER was self-published in September 2017. 
OVER is a step beyond documentary 
photography, and marks the 20th anniversary of 
adventure with �ying. 



AWARDS (selected)
Grand Press Photo - 1st prize in nature (2016) 
Picture Of the Year 73 POYi - Autumn - award of excellence (2016)
World Press Photo 2015 - 2nd prize in long term projects (2015)
Picture Of the Year 72 POYi - �nalist in books cat. (2015)
PDN Photo Annual 2015 - book category (2015)
Grand Press Photo 2015 - 2nd prize, nature, single (2015)
World Press Photo 2014 - 2nd prize in nature story (2014)
Picture Of the Year 71 POYi - 3nd prize in nature story (2014)
Sony World Photography Awards  – 2nd prize in the landsacape (2014)
Grand Press Photo – 1st prize in nature (2014)
Grand Press Photo – 1st prize in nature (2014)
Best of Photojournalism NPPA - 3rd prize - feature single (2013)
Grand Press Photo – 1st prize/ sport/single (2013)
Picture Of the Year 69 POYi - 3nd prize / nature/story (2012)
Emirates Photography Competition - 1st prize / Nature / single (2012)
Grand Press Photo -2nd prize / nature/story (2012)
Leica Oskar Barnack Award – shortlisted (2011)
Grand Press Photo – 1st prize/ nature/story (2011)
World Press Photo  - 2nd prize, Arts and Entertainment- story (2009)
75th NIKKOR Anniversary Award - winner(2009)
Int. Photography Awards IPA –Nature Photographer of the Year. (2009)
Grand Press Photo –2nd prize/nature (2009)
Grand Press Photo –3rd prize/nature(2009)
National Geographic Poland – honourable mention(2007)

For complete list of awards see: www.kacperkowalski.pl/en/bio

http://kacperkowalski.pl/pl/bio


LIST OF EXHIBITIONS (selected)
OVER exhibition in Anzenberger Gallery in Vienna / Austria. (2017)  
OVER exhibition opening  in Photo12 Gallery in Paris / France (2017)  
OVER exhibition, landskrona festival, Landskrona, Sweden, (2017)   
The National Museum of Photography in Colombia, 
International Biennial of Photography,  (2017)  
Spoleto Festiwal, Charleston, USA - (2017) 
Artist of The year - The Curator Gallery - New York City / USA (2017)  
White Out - The Curator Gallery - New York City / USA (2016)  
SALON ZÜRCHER , Zurcher Gallery, Paris  (2016)  
Wings of Fantasy -Millennium Monument Beijing / China  (2016)  
Artist of the year - The curator Gallery - New York City / USA (2016)  
Above and Beyond - The curator Gallery - New York City / USA ( 2015)  
Side E�ects - Leica Gallerie Salzburg - Austria (2015)  
Side E�ects - The Lumiere Brothers Center for Photography  - Moscow / Russia (2015)  
Side E�ects - Muzeum of Gdynia - Gdynia / Poland (2015)  
over 80 World Press Photo exhibitions arround the World  (2015)  
Side E�ects - Leica Gallery Warsaw / Poland (2014)  
Photoville Festival - New York City / USA (2014)  
over 80 World Press Photo exhibitions arround the World  (2014)   
Materia Prima – Klaipeda / Latvia (2013)  
Materia Prima – Munnkerupkus House, Copenhagen / Danemark (2013)  
Sea Change, Sexy Peat - Royal Botanics Garden, Edinburgh / Scottland (2013)  
Polish Patterns – Fotofestiwal Łódź / Polska (2012)  
Nebenwirkungen – Polish Institute - Dusseldorf / Niemcy (2012)  
Flood From the Sky  – Leica Gallery, Warsaw / Poland (2011)  



SIDE EFFECTS
'I'm a pilot and a photographer. 
Side E�ects is a documentary 
photographic project about the 
complicated relationship between 
humans and nature. It was shot 
from a paraglider or a gyroplane 
some 150 m (500 feet) above the 
ground. I mainly focus on the area 
surrounding Gdynia, Poland, 
where I live.



AFTERIMAGES / 
WEAVING

I spent my 
childhood by the 
seaside. The beach 
is my natural 
environment. It also 
became the story of 
my photographic 
explorations.
The beach brings 
together the land 
and the sea. I like to 
observe how it 
changes during the 
year. The sea has 
di�erent colours, 
smells, sounds and 
looks. It plays with 
the land. Yet, the 
most fascinating is 
the confrontation of 
two other worlds: 
the beach and 
people. There is a 
tension in this 



Kacper Kowalski

+48 600 916 004
www.kacperkowalski.pl

studio@kacperkowalski.pl




