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INTRODUCTION AND DEFINITION OF TERMS

Hebrew English

Pesach Passover

Matza Unleavened bread

Yom Habbikurim Day of First Fruits

Shavuot Feast of Weeks

Yom Teruah Day of Trumpets

Yom Kippur Day of Atonement

Sukkot Feast of Tabernacles

Shabbat Sabbath

Yeshua Jesus

Most churches teach that biblical 
holidays are for Jews but Leviticus 23 
says that they are His (i.e.YeHoVaH’s) 
holy days.  

The first holy day is the Sabbath, 
which is the 7th day of the week (Gen 
2: 2 and Exodus 20:10, Leviticus 
23:3).     

Keeping His commandments is a 
response that shows that we love our 
Saviour (John 14:15).  

In Matthew 5:17 Yeshua says that He 
did not come to change the Law and 
the Prophets. 



SPRING HOLIDAYS (Leviticus 23: 5-16) AUTUMN HOLIDAYS (Leviticus 23: 24-34) 

50 days

Pesach 
(Passover) 
on the 14th of the 1st 
month (month of the 
Aviv )

First Fruits

Festival of Matzah

Feast of  
Unleavened Bread 
On the 15th to 21st of the 1st  
month (month of the Aviv)

Feast of Weeks Yom Teruah  
(Day of 
Trumpets)  
on the 1st day of 
the 7th month

Yom Kippur 
(Day of  
Atonement)  
on the 10th of  
the 7th month

Sukkot 
(Feast of  
Tabernacles) 
on the 15th to  
21st of the 7th  
month



THE SPRING BIBLICAL HOLIDAYS OF YEHOVAH 

50 days

Pesach  
On the 14th of the 
month of the Aviv

Passover

First Fruits

Festival of Matzah 
On the 15th to the 21st of the 
month of the Aviv  
Feast of Unleavened Bread 

Feast of Weeks

Pentecost
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THE TIMING OF PASSOVER

The first sighting of the new moon after the barley is ripe 
(Aviv) marks the beginning of the first month of the year, 
the month of the Aviv. The 14th of that month is Passover.



THE TIMING OF PASSOVER 

• Lev 23:5 (KJV)  In the fourteenth day of the first month at even* is the 
LORD'S passover. 

• Num 9:2  Let the children of Israel also keep the passover at his appointed 
season. Num 9:3  In the fourteenth day of this month, at even, ye shall keep 
it in his appointed season: according to all the rites of it, and according to all 
the ceremonies thereof, shall ye keep it.  

• Num 28:16  And in the fourteenth day of the first month is the passover of 
the LORD.  

* In the Hebrew it says "between the evenings”, which refers to the period of the 
day that goes from noon to 6:00 p.m., which is 3:00 p.m. This would be the 
ninth hour of the day, counting from 6:00 a.m.  



TIMING OF THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD
Lev 23:6  And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened 
bread unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. 

Lev 23:7  In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no 
servile work therein. 

 Lev 23:8  But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days: 
in the seventh day is an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. 

Num 28:17  And in the fifteenth day of this month is the feast: seven days shall 
unleavened bread be eaten.  

Num 28:18  In the first day shall be an holy convocation; ye shall do no manner 
of servile work therein:  

Num 28:25  And on the seventh day ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall 
do no servile work.  
 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD
Exo 12:15  Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall 
put away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the 
first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.  

Exo 12:16  And in the first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in the 
seventh day there shall be an holy convocation to you; no manner of work shall be 
done in them, save that which every man must eat, that only may be done of you. 
Exo 12:17  And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame 
day have I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe 
this day in your generations by an ordinance for ever.  

Exo 12:19  Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for 
whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the 
congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land. Exo 12:20  Ye 
shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread.  

Num 28:17  And in the fifteenth day of this month is the feast: seven days shall 
unleavened bread be eaten.  Num 28:18  In the first day shall be an holy 
convocation; ye shall do no manner of servile work therein: Num 28:25  And on the 
seventh day ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work. 



FIRSTS FRUITS
Lev 23:10  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When 
ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the 
harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your 
harvest unto the priest: 

Lev 23:11  And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be 
accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall 
wave it. Lev 23:12  And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf 
an he lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt offering unto the 
LORD. Lev 23:13  And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth 
deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD for a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be of 
wine, the fourth part of an hin.  

Lev 23:14  And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green 
ears, until the selfsame day that ye have brought an offering unto your 
God: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all 
your dwellings.  



FEAST OF WEEKS

Lev 23:15  And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought 
the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete: Lev 23:16  Even unto the morrow 
after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the 
LORD.  

Lev 23:17  Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of 
fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD. Lev 23:18  And ye 
shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one young bullock, and two 
rams: they shall be for a burnt offering unto the LORD, with their meat offering, and their drink offerings, 
even an offering made by fire, of sweet savour unto the LORD.  

Lev 23:19  Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for a sin offering, and two lambs of the first year 
for a sacrifice of peace offerings.  

Lev 23:20  And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave offering before the 
LORD, with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD for the priest.  

Lev 23:21  And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy convocation unto you: ye 
shall do no servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings throughout your 
generations.  

Num 28:26  Also in the day of the firstfruits, when ye bring a new meat offering unto the LORD, after 
your weeks be out, ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work: 



THE AUTUMN OR FALL HOLIDAYS (Leviticus 23: 24-34) 

Yom Teruah  
(Day of Trumpets) on 
the 1st day of the 7th 

month

Yom Kippur 
(Day of  

Atonement)  
on the 10th of  
the 7th month

Sukkot 
(Feast of  

Tabernacles) 
on the 15th to  
21st of the 7th  

month



FEAST OF TRUMPETS (YOM TERUAH)

Lev 23:23  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  
Lev 23:24  Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the 

seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall ye have a 
sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy 
convocation.  

Lev 23:25  Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer 
an offering made by fire unto the LORD.  

Num 29:1  And in the seventh month, on the first day of the 
month, ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no 
servile work: it is a day of blowing the trumpets unto you. 



FEAST OF TRUMPETS (YOM TERUAH)

The giving of the commandments on Sinai was heralded by trumpet. 

Exodus 19:16-19: And it came to pass on the third day in the 
morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud 
upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so  
that all the people that was in the camp trembled. And Moses  
brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they  
stood at the nether part of the mount. And mount Sinai was 
altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire: 
and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the 
whole mount quaked greatly. And when the voice of the trumpet  
sounded long,and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God  
answered him by a voice. 



NEW TESTAMENT PASSAGES WITH POSSIBLE CONNECTIONS TO THE 
FEAST OF TRUMPETS

1Co 15:51-52:  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  

Rev 10:7  But in the days of the voice of the seventh 
angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of 
God should be finished, as he hath declared to his 
servants the prophets.  

Rev 11:15  And the seventh angel sounded; and there 
were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 



MORE POSSIBLE CONNECTIONS RE: BLOWING 
TRUMPETS

1Th 4:16-17 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in  
Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up  
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we  
ever be with the Lord. 

Mat 24:27-31 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even  
unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For wheresoever  
the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.  Immediately after  
the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the  
heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in  
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the  
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.  And 
he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather  
together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 



THE DAY OF ATONEMENT (YOM KIPPUR)  

Lev 23:27  Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a 
day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye 
shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD.  

Lev 23:31  Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a statute for 
ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.  

Lev 23:32  It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict 
your souls: in the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, 
shall ye celebrate your sabbath.  

Num 29:7  And ye shall have on the tenth day of this seventh month 
an holy convocation; and ye shall afflict your souls: ye shall not do any 
work therein: 



THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES (SUKKOT)  
Lev 23:33  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Lev 23:34  Speak unto the 
children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the feast of 
tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD.  

Lev 23:35  On the first day (i.e. the 15th day of the same month) shall be an holy 
convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.  

Lev 23:36  Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the 
eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made 
by fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work 
therein.  

Num 29:12  And on the fifteenth day of the seventh month ye shall have an holy 
convocation; ye shall do no servile work, and ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD 
seven days:  
  
Num 29:35  On the eighth day  (i.e. the 22nd day of the same month) ye shall have 
a solemn assembly: ye shall do no servile work therein: 



SHOULD WE OBSERVE THE SPRING BIBLICAL HOLIDAYS TODAY?

PASSOVER  
Exodus 12:14. And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the 
LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever. Exodus 
12:24. And you will observe this event  as an ordinance for you and for your children forever.  

UNLEAVENED BREAD 
Exodus 12:17. And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have 
I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your 
generations by an ordinance for ever. Exodus 13:9-10. And it will be a sign for you on your hand, 
and a memorial between your eyes, so that the Torah of Yehovah may be in your mouth, for with 
a mighty hand Yehovah brought you out of Egypt.  So you must keep this rule at its appointed 
time from year to year.  

FIRST FRUITS 
Lev 23:14  And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame 
day that ye have brought an offering unto your God: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations in all your dwellings.  

FEAST OF WEEKS 
Lev 23:21. And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy convocation unto 
you: ye shall do no servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings 
throughout your generations. 



SHOULD WE OBSERVE THE AUTUMN BIBLICAL HOLIDAYS 
TODAY?

DAY OF TRUMPETS 
Exo 31:13:  Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily 
my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you 
throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the LORD 
that doth sanctify you. 
  
DAY OF ATONEMENT 
Lev 23:31  Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a statute for ever 
throughout your generations in all your dwellings 

FEAST OF TABERNACLES 
Lev 23:41. And ye shall keep it a feast unto the LORD seven days in the 
year. It shall be a statute for ever in your generations: ye shall 
celebrate it in the seventh month. 



WHICH DAYS DOES THE BIBLE DEFINE AS SABBATHS? 

The 7th day of every week, i.e. the weekly Sabbath (Lev 23:3)  

The 1st day of Unleavened bread, i.e. the 15th of the 1st month (Lev 23:7) 

The 7th day of Unleavened bread i.e. the 21st of the 1st month (Lev 23:8)  

The Feast of Weeks (Lev 23:21) 

The day of Trumpets i.e. the 1st of the 7th month (Lev 23:24) 

The day of Atonement i.e. the 10th of the 7th month (Lev 23:26-32) 

The 1st day of the Feast of Tabernacles i.e. the 15th of the 7th month (Lev 23:34-35) 

The day after the end of the Feast of Tabernacles i.e. the 22nd of the 7th month (Lev 
23:36) 



ARE WE COMMANDED TO KEEP THE SABBATHS TODAY?

Exo 31:13:  Speak thou also unto the 
children of Israel, saying, Verily my 

sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign 
between me and you throughout your 
generations; that ye may know that I 
am the LORD that doth sanctify you. 

 



CONCLUSION
Paul taught that we should keep the commandments of God in Scripture 2 Tim 3:16. During 
Paul’s time Scripture was Genesis to Malachi, the New Testament was not yet written. 
  
Paul himself obeyed the commandments of the Old Testament and he urges us to imitate him as 
he imitates the Messiah. 1 Cor 11:1. For example, 

He participated in the Nazarite vow described in Numbers 6:13-21. Acts 18:18; 21:20-24. 
He observed the Sabbath. Acts 13:42 ; 17:2, 18:4  
He kept Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 1 Cor 5:8 
He observed the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost). Acts 20:16 

  
Sunday is not the sabbath. Some preachers use the following verses out of context to justify keeping 
the sabbath on Sunday (1 Cor 16:1-2; John 20:1,19,26, Acts  20:7 and Rev 1:10). These verses do not 
say that the Sabbath was changed from the 7th day of the week to the 1st day of the week.   

Col 2:16-17 is often quoted as the reference to say that we should no longer cerebrate the biblical 
holidays. However, this is a misinterpretation of this verse. When Paul wrote this letter Yeshua had 
already been the Passover Lamb but Paul still refers to the feasts as prophetic shadow pictures of 
things to come. Paul cerebrated Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread (1 Cor 5:8) and 
the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) Acts 20:16 after Yeshua had died, risen and ascended to heaven. 

  
Let us commit ourselves to be like the Berean believers described in Acts 17:11, who search 

diligently to make sure that what we are taught is in agreement with Scripture. 



HOW DO WE KEEP THE FEASTS TODAY?

Heb 10:25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 

another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching. 

Heb 13:15  By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of 
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving 

thanks to his name. 

1 Cor 14:26 How is it then, brethren? when ye come 
together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine 

(teaching), hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an 
interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.
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