
LICENSE TO THRIVE:

Make compliance and competitive  
advantage your destination

Accelerate Your Business with  
Simplified Software Licensing
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Software sits at the heart of every business. As organizations  

become more digitally enabled, software has become mandatory for 

performing everyday tasks—from driving manufacturing and tracking 

sales to maintaining books, communicating with customers, reaching 

new markets, and boosting productivity. Your business won’t travel far 

without it.

In today’s IT environment, as companies digitize their operations and 

turn to the cloud, they’re rapidly integrating software and applications 

from multiple vendors in order to achieve better business outcomes. 

For most companies, software represents a sizeable chunk of their IT 

budget. According to a recent report, enterprise software spending is 

projected to grow to $421 billion in 2019.¹  The downside? Keeping 

track of all these software solutions can be tedious, confusing, and  

time-consuming—with severe penalties for violations.

Software licensing has always been a thorny issue. Staying compliant 

with software license terms and conditions is a complex task— 

especially for IT pros who are already stretched thin. The rise of virtual 

computing, Software as a Service (SaaS), Bring Your Own Device 

(BYOD), and the Internet of Things (IoT), as well as the cloud, has 

made it even harder to navigate the licensing landscape.
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For companies wrestling with limited IT resources and tighter budgets,  

the answer lies in better management of software licensing. It saves 

money. It keeps your organization compliant. But most important, it 

takes the hassles out of licensing. The result is you can skip all the ag-

gravation of stopping and checking and double-checking your licensing 

and speed right through the terminal gate, keeping your attention on 

your business.

Enterprise software spending is forecast to grow to

= $100 billion

Software Spending:  
Set to Take Off

INTRODUCTION
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Now boarding new technologies

Digital transformation is rewriting the rules of business. Driven by  

the exponential growth of data, it disrupts business models and 

experiences for organizations of all sizes. Reports suggest that by the 

end of 2019, digital transformation spending will reach $1.7 trillion 

worldwide, a 42% increase from 2017. ³  

As more and more companies embark on a digital transformation 

journey to drive innovation and business value, IT pros are expected 

to optimize their networks to support new technologies. As a result, 

the volume and variety of software running across business networks 

today is staggering. It includes everything from operating systems 

to middleware, virtualization software, and diverse business appli-

cations—databases, Office suites, ERP, procurement, HR, and CRM 

systems, and many more. 
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Digital transformation and cloud computing have significantly compli-

cated licensing models. For an IT team managing a business network, 

tracking software assets has become increasingly complex. For most 

organizations, there are no longer a fixed number of users, workloads, 

or devices. Many companies lack adequate oversight and control 

over their software estate. It’s hardly surprising, then, that both over-

spending and under-spending have become rampant challenges. 

Traditionally, the idea of software compliance translates to racking up 

numerous new licenses. This can be a problem for small to mid-size 

organizations looking to digitize their operations, since they often have 

limited budgets to begin with. For these companies, it’s particularly 

important to identify and purchase the right software licenses for 

their needs, and in the process, give their organizations a fast pass to 

optimized software and all the business advantages that come with it.  

By the end of 2019, spending on digital transformation projects is 

expected to reach $1.7 trillion worldwide, a 42% increase from 2017.4   

Digital Transformation Spending:  
Gaining Altitude

42%
INCREASE

2017 2019

GOING DIGITAL

$1.7 TRILLION
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Even as they strategically use software to obtain competitive advan-

tage, companies frequently see their efforts hampered by crippling 

security threats, including exposure to malware. In today’s IT landscape, 

a nagging concern that keeps IT managers up at night is the need to 

ramp up security across data centers. Research shows that more than 

20% of data center outages are caused by cyber-attacks.5  A recent 

study suggests that the average cost of a data breach globally is $3.86 

million, a 6.4 percent increase from the same study’s 2017 report.6

Prepare for take-off, leaving  
cybersecurity risks behind
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It has become increasingly clear that malware infections are closely 

linked to the use of unlicensed software. An IDC analysis of Business 

Software Alliance (BSA) survey data found that malware incidents  

have been steadily rising alongside unlicensed software use.7  The im-

plication for enterprises and end users is clear: eliminating unlicensed 

software on their networks is a critical first step toward reducing the 

risk of cybersecurity incidents. 

Some of the licensing-related security challenges that IT pros deal 

with on a daily basis include:

Poor Software Asset Management (SAM):  

In many organizations, their SAM model can lack 

clear objectives, along with the right governance, 

responsibilities, and key performance indicators to 

ensure that all assets are procured, monitored, and 

managed adequately.

The Cloud:  

Despite its many advantages, the cloud can present 

new challenges when it comes to monitoring soft-

ware use. The ability to quickly source and install 

software means employees can inadvertently 

exceed a company’s license count and bypass 

security checks, leading to unused subscriptions, 

racking up wasted expenses, and making the 

company vulnerable to cyber risk.

ESTABLISHING SECURITY



These security realities have driven home the true costs of unlicensed 

software—and accelerated development of new IT itineraries designed 

to improve software procurement, licensing, and management.

Outsourcing Services:  

With many companies today relying on business 

partners and outsourcing teams, this can create 

grey areas when it comes to IT responsibilities. 

For example, a team member on an outsourced 

remote team may deploy software according to the 

demands of his job, but the end user—the primary 

business—is still responsible for the licensing  

impact. This can frequently end up exposing the 

organization to non-compliance risks.
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In the recent past, it wasn’t uncommon for IT pros to ignore software 

license management and focus on mission-critical business—until 

they were forced to act by the stark reality of an impending audit. But 

today, companies should be actively seeking ways to manage software 

licensing, from optimal asset management and navigating contract 

terms to identifying and resolving compliance issues.

It’s important for IT to be constantly aware of how the organization 

uses and deploys software in order to remain compliant with licensing 

contracts. This is easier said than done, as organizations now deploy 

multiple software solutions across devices, networks, and the cloud. 

The perks of flying first class

03

REALIZING  
BENEFITS

REALIZING BENEFITS



 11

With multiple software providers in the mix—each with its unique 

packaging, terms, and pricing—IT pros struggle to understand  

and be in compliance with the perplexing landscape of software 

licensing, often to the detriment of IT operations, budget, and  

resource management.

To avoid the legal and financial risks that can follow licensing viola-

tions, many organizations today turn to trusted software providers 

who can provide a passport that helps ensure adequate licensing and 

compliance across tools, offering a number of benefits:

Gain optics:  

The right software license management strategy 

gives organizations a clear, consolidated view of 

their licenses across solutions and vendors. This 

information can be particularly valuable in the face 

of a software audit, providing the data they need to 

manage risk and remain compliant.

Optimize inventory:  

Being aware of how each purchased license is 

installed within your organization provides insight 

into surplus licenses that haven’t been active in a 

long time. Studies suggest that 30% of software 

applications go completely unused, and a further  

8% are used less than once a month.8  

REALIZING BENEFITS
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Cut costs:  

If your business is unaware of how much a license is 

actually used after installation, you might continue 

to pay for underutilized software. Organizations 

can significantly cut software spending by reducing 

maintenance costs or strategically re-harvesting 

and deploying licenses. 

Improve end-user license  

agreement (EULA) management:  

Being aware and understanding key terms outlined 

in each unique EULA prior to purchasing or renew-

ing agreements can help minimize risk and ensure 

proper use of software within your organization.
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BUILDING AN  
ALLIANCE WITH 

TRUSTED TECH TEAM

For IT pros tasked with managing a growing volume of software assets 

in a complex technology landscape, the entire lifecycle of software 

license management—from purchase, deployment, and maintenance 

to disposal—can be daunting. That’s why companies today are turning 

to reliable third-party software vendors like Trusted Tech Team as 

their chosen partner for purchasing software online. Along with 

competitive pricing, Trusted Tech Team is committed to providing 

the most outstanding service and support in the industry—ensuring 

that you always purchase the right IT products and the right licenses 

without overspending on either. 

A non-stop flight to software success
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Trusted Tech Team has been firmly rooted in customer service and 

technical support since Day One. Trusted Tech Team is a frequent 

flier with more than 10 years of experience in navigating complex IT 

environments and identifying the right solutions and adequate licens-

ing for every client. The company’s strong alliance with the Microsoft 

Partner Network allows them to provide businesses with best prices 

for managing authentic and genuine software.

Organizations that rely on Trusted Tech Team can realize benefits  

that include:

Dedicated account reps available Monday  

through Friday

In-house tech support to ensure you get your  

licensing installed and compliant

Expedited fulfillment with digital delivery of most 

products within 30 minutes during regular business 

hours, and within four hours on weekends

Access to experts to help you determine the right  

solutions for your needs, get a quote on a bulk  

software order, or just brainstorm strategies for  

your software solution and licensing needs

A vast database of information and trouble-

shooting guides written by Trusted Tech Team’s 

knowledgeable staff

Businesses can count on Trusted Tech Team to simplify every aspect 

of licensing for software from companies such as Microsoft, Adobe, 

Intuit, VMware, and many more.

BUILDING AN ALLIANCE WITH TRUSTED TECH TEAM
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Almost every business going through digital transformation is using 

the latest generation of Microsoft data platform technologies to help 

them store and analyze their data, whether it’s on-premises, in the 

cloud, or at the edge. As companies look to improve agility, security, 

and flexibility, while also adapting to trends like big data and machine 

learning, they are turning to products like Microsoft SQL Server to 

deliver innovative security and compliance features, industry-leading 

performance, mission-critical availability, and advanced analytics.

Book a high-speed, customized licensing pass 
from a Microsoft Certified Partner
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Licensing for products like Microsoft SQL Server can be complicated. 

Selecting the proper licensing model can be overwhelming, with so 

many different types of licensing to choose from. Each new edition—

including the upcoming SQL Server 2019— adds new challenges, with 

updated pricing and licensing options. 

Businesses need to wade through a maze of questions: Do I require 

a license per core, per user, or per application? Do I need a license for 

each processor and server? What about Client Access Licenses? Is it 

necessary to renew Software Assurance on all requisite cores? You 

need a control tower.

As a Microsoft Certified Partner, Trusted Tech Team simplifies the 

core-based and Client Accessing License (CAL)-based licensing opt-

ions for Microsoft SQL Server. This enables organizations to take 

full advantage of virtual and cloud computing technologies for their 

relational database management, without getting impeded by complex 

licensing requirements. The flight crew at Trusted Teach Team can 

help your business identify the right licensing model based on your 

IT environment, so you can deploy the most cost-effective, scalable 

option and create multi-cloud environments for better productivity.

From enterprise licensing environments to more simpler solutions, 

Trusted Tech Team offers options for all environments—along with  

the option to acquire future licensing and technology at volume  

pricing rates. In many cases, SQL Server licenses with Software  

Assurance include deployment planning, training, 24x7 support,  

and other services. 

FAST-TRACKING MICROSOFT SQL SERVER



To succeed in the face of digital disruption, businesses need new ways 

to drive efficiency and become more customer-focused. For most, this 

starts with taking their software-driven IT infrastructure to the next 

level. While this can lead to better business outcomes, it can further 

complicate software licensing and management for IT pros.

Trusted Tech Team knows licensing inside and out, so you don’t have 

to. We’ll get you on the fast path to simplified, cost-effective and com-

pliant licensing, so you can skip the headaches, delays and missteps 

that can leave your organization in licensing limbo. We’re your licens-

ing experts and advocates. We’ll make sure you have every license you 

need—and none that you don’t. Let Trusted Tech Team take all the  

uncertainty and irritation out of your licensing process, so you can 

focus on propelling your business and never looking back.

Visit www.trustedtechteam.com and get your business in the fast lane.
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