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WA is most definitely my very favourite show of the year 
when it comes to airsoft; all too often airsoft is an “also 
ran” alongside the mass of the shooting sports industry 
as a whole, and all too often we airsofters are looked 
down upon by that mass. 2019 for me though marked 
a HUGE change for numerous reasons that will become 
apparent throughout my report.
Each and every year IWA gets bigger and better, of that 
there is no doubt. It’s a huge show; the Nuremberg 
MESSE covers 12 floors in total, some of them as big as a 

football stadium, and the show now covers eleven of them. To 
put that in perspective, when I first attended IWA only six of the 
halls were in use, but the show just keeps on growing!
 IWA OutdoorClassics, held from 8 to 11 March, enjoyed further 
growth this year, with 1,622 exhibitors (2018: 1,562) from around 
the world spread through eleven halls at the Exhibition Centre 
Nuremberg. The leading international exhibition for hunting and 
shooting sports, outdoor equipment and equipment for civilian 
and official security requirements, IWA OutdoorClassics has been 
the meeting point for manufacturers, importers, wholesalers, 
retailers and mail order firms, authorities and the trade press  
  from the relevant sectors for 46 years. 
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Whilst Trampas and the PMCI-USA team get to grips with firearms and American brands in their 
regular “SHOT Show Overview” Bill and “The Brits” head to Germany each year to take a very close 
look at developments in the “EuroZone”. Looking at innovations that he found particularly noteworthy 
at IWA 2019, he heads into “Hall 9”, the repository of “tactical coolness” as he looks at what’s fresh 
on the gear front...
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Once again this year, the event drew over 46,000 trade visitors to 
Nuremberg.
 Basically for the week of IWA (and the allied Mil/LE EnforceTac 
show) Nuremberg plays host to everyone who is anyone in the 
European shooting sports family, and to many that come from far 
further afield! IWA is where tactical and airsoft writers like me 
can stand toe to toe with manufacturers from around the globe, 
discuss their plans, check out all their latest products, and provide 
feedback to them from the community. Whilst nobody at PMCI 
would deem themself a “voice of the community” we are of 
course involved with many groups, and make note of any genuine 
problems we see; we also see and test a large number of firearms 
and a huge pile of gear every year, so amongst the contributors 
to the magazine we have a pretty good overview of what has 
worked and where problems exist.
 I all too often see the comment that “Brand X” has “not 
responded to my messages or emails”, but of course not all the 
manufacturers speak English, so sometimes it’s hard for them to 
appreciate what is an honest plea for help (let’s face it, online 
etiquette, or the lack of it doesn’t help either!). Standing face 
to face with them however, at a show where they will have a 
translator on hand if needed and this means that we can speak to 
them directly about any concerns that need to be raised, and I’m 
pleased to report there are a couple of companies that we will be 
working with directly to try and help overcome “issues”.
 I know that many of you have a good laugh at us when the 
topic of any show comes up, but let me assure you… it’s bloody 
hard work! Yes, we do get first look at all the new “shiny things”, 
but the schedule is brutal! 0300 get-ups to catch planes and trains 
to and from the show are the norm. Seventeen-plus hour days are 
standard from start to finish, as just as much work gets done after 

the show as in it. Someone this year actually tracked their footfall 
in the show this year and it came in at over nine miles a day, and 
that’s just inside the show itself! When you see a picture of your 
favourite blogger or vlogger cracking a cold brewski at the end of 
the day, believe me, they have bloody earned that, and so has 
everyone that’s been on stands all day long!
 Suffice to say that we pack in as much as possible to the days 
we are at the show, because this is our chance to be with all the 
manufacturers and distributors of tactical goodness in person, and 
the opportunity must be embraced in full so we can continue to 
bring you the stories you want to read all year round.

RECOGNISING THE GOOD GEAR
I’m lucky that after working for so many years in the outdoor 
performance market with some of the big names in climbing, 
mountaineering, and general outdoor pursuits I have a bit of a 
“head start” when it comes to looking at the ideas and technologies 
that are at last filtering through to the tactical gear market!
 Over the past few years I’ve witnessed some really HUGE steps 
forward by the tactical clothing, footwear and gear companies, 
and some of them have really embraced the latest and greatest 
developments in performance fabrics, technologies and materials. 
 Not only are some of them really using the best materials that 
are available, but they’re also thinking “way outside the box” in 
terms of design for functionality.
 Whilst for many a “10 buck pair” of surplus combat trousers 
will suffice for a one-off range day every couple of months (and 
there’s nothing wrong with that at all!) more and more of us are 
searching for that ideal pair of trousers, that super comfortable 
pack, or that properly waterproof pair of lightweight boots. Many 
will call this “elitist” in some way, but when it comes down to 
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being well-protected and above all comfortable I’m certainly 
prepared to dump a couple of quid to get a solid set of kit! 
 Most of the companies I visit at IWA are staffed by folk that 
I have the deepest respect for, so I do tend to concentrate on 
them. That’s not to say that I don’t keep an eye out for things 
that are completely new (some smaller companies may make 
just a single piece of outstanding kit after all!), but if  report on 
something that you’ll never be able to buy then that sadly is a 
waste of valuable page space, isn’t it?

DESIGN TWEAKS AND TECH
I do however expect to see innovation from those companies 
I believe to be good, not just once, but as part of a continuous 
process, and IWA 2019 certainly didn’t disappoint!
 UF PRO are a company who really do get it, but in the past 
have been humble enough to not shout about it. This is thankfully 
changing as both their range of products and their confidence 
in what they produce grows; their design guru, Armin, totally 
understands every stitch and every piece of technology they use 
to achieve their outstanding clothing; UF PRO keep adding new 
technologies and tweaking their designs! This year saw them 
releasing a new generation of the Striker uniform system, Striker 
X. They were also showing ConCamo which was introduced 
as a “limited run” option. Other news worth noting were the 
comeback of Steel Grey and the introduction of flame retardant 
(FR) Pyroshell material, used in the Striker FR BDU
 Staying firmly in Eastern Europe Helikon-Tex are always 
on my “must see” list at IWA, and in the last couple of years 
they have really been making some headway, not only in a 
“re-branding” in terms of their product categories, but in the 
uniqueness of their designs; they’ve also shown a massive step 
up in their quality control which in my mind is placing them high 

in the “tactical rankings”. 
This year saw them adding a host of new products 
for the general outdoor and shooting communities, 

focusing a number of their products in more “civilian” colours 
and designs; they clearly aim to expand their customer base, 
and by the look of some of their new “tacticool” shirt and 
gear designs they are well on track. The military sector are not 
forgotten though as they will get to see the new MBDU line, and 
more products in PenCott Wildwood. Apart from that, we also 
saw some brand new polymer pouches and holsters, incredibly 
neat tactical gloves, as well as advanced tactical and outdoor 
backpacks, shoulder bags and chest packs, tactical belts and gun 
carriers, all part of a new line of nylon gear.
 Talking of nylon gear, allied, but no longer as closely linked to 
Helikon-Tex as before, Direct Action displayed several new items 
including their new Warhawk 45mm Rescue Belt, the Spitfire 
MKII PC, and the Tiger Moth Rig, along with their Vanguard 
Combat Trouser. These guys are really coming on a storm at the 
moment, and are a definite favourite amongst some of the AA 
crew, myself included! Personally I was delighted to see plenty 
of PenCott fabric in use, this time including PenCott Wildwood, 
which until now was only used/offered by Helikon-Tex.
 Clawgear have become another “must see” for me at the 
show as once again they do tend to think “out of the box” when 
it comes to putting together their gear. Their clothing range is 
absolutely spot on now thanks to a couple of design upgrades, 
but this year was definitely a “gear year” for them with a great 
range of pouches, belts and slings on show. They’ve also been 
working on extending their range of products for the AK and the 
Steyr AUG which may seem odd for what is basically a clothing 
and gear company, but when you consider they are Austrian it 
all makes perfect sense!
 Once again Pentagon were pushing on with their “Tactical 
Athlete” concept, and they are a brand that as an outdoorsman 
I’ve come to appreciate more and more! Whilst their designs are 
not quite as “overt” as some, they do make a superb finished 
product; their easily compressible vests and jackets, made with 
super-soft nylon fabrics and filled with 550 duck down were 

pmcimagazine.com
IW

A 
20

19

6



pmcimagazine.com

IW
A 2019

really nice! The company also presented more advanced tactical 
jackets, with Primaloft  Eco  filling encased in durable and water-
repellent Nylon Taslan. Also on display were brand new tactical 
backpacks and combat uniforms, and a whole spectrum of combat 
trousers which certainly took my eye. Speaking to them at length 
they have some great plans for 2019/20 and I’ll be updating on 
these as soon as is feasible.

 First Tactical are 
fast becoming renowned 
for manufacturing 
functional and innovative 
gear for professionals, 
and their cutting-edge 
products were very 
popular among visitors if 
the crowds on their stand 
were anything to go 
by! Their solid range of 
clothing, tactical packs, 
such as the Tactix 1-Day 
Plus, tactical watches 
and torches continues 
to grow, and this year 
they had new range 
bags, boots and gloves 
to show off too. Having 
their head designer, 
Corey, present meant 
that we got to hear all 
the latest from them, 
and it looks as if there’s 
going to be even more 
happening with their 
line later this year, so 
watch this space!

No trip to a show would be complete without seeing old 
campaigners 5:11, and although I’ve not been “wowed” with any 
of their designs for a little while it is good to see them firing all 
cylinders again. Not only had they upgraded their clothing and 
footwear line, but they look to have tightened up their overall 
design-ethos with some pared back clothing items for “the range 
warrior”; these look very interesting indeed and I look forward to 
finding out more!
 Sticking with “Euro” gear folk I always drop in to see Tasmanian 
Tiger; the company introduced a new line of navy blue equipment 
for law enforcement this year along with some new designs; 

showing new packs like the Modular 45 plus, the Assault Pack 12, 
they also had some “limited edition” models for companies like 
Tacwrk in Multicam Black. The new lightweight and laser cut plate 
carriers looked very cool, and another new line up is the TacVec 
Series, which was displayed very prominently on their stand.

WRAPPING IT!
In terms of footwear there was again not a huge amount to 
report; seasoned campaigners ALTAMA still seem to be having 
a real push, and who couldn’t love their Multicam low-cuts! 
Salomon and Lowa are still forging forwards, taking their excellent 
“mountain heritage” and incorporating it into their tactical ranges, 
but for them it was mostly colour updates rather than new 
models, although I have to say the new Salomon “low cut” looks 
great, and the new Lowa colours are going to work perfectly with 
your “urban grey” and Multicam/MTP gear! As you’ll see in this 
issue Tactree have just started rolling with their new range of US-
designed Bates Boots, and the new “SHOCK” model from them 
looked very sharp indeed.
 As always I will make my “honourable mentions” before I 
conclude, an overview of things that I saw that I thought to be first 
rate. Out of Russia Gienna Tactics continue to grow their excellent 
range of clothing, and this year added some righteous looking 
“nylon gear” too; they still work though with some properly “old 
skool” camo patterns which is splendid if you’re an “Old Skool” 
dude like me! Our old friends from Warrior Assault Systems had 
a repositioned stand this year, but this is mainly because they 
have really “cracked the market” with solid gear and were just 
showing their newer pieces like the LPC Low Profile Carrier and 
the excellent Low Profile Direct Action MK1 Shooters Belt which, 
if you’ll pardon the pun, come fully-loaded and ready to roll; I’ve 
just got a sample of this in so watch out for my thoughts soon! UK 
manufacturer VIPER this year stepped firmly into Hall 9 “loud and 
proud” which was superb to see, and with some new additions to 
their line I believe they will continue to do solid business not only 
in the UK but further afield too.
 Each year we head to IWA hoping to be impressed, and I have 
to say that 2019 proved to be a bumper show in relation to some 
of the brands we work closely with! Rest assured that we’ll be 
covering many of this year’s releases as they come 
to market, and you can rest assured that in the hands 
of the PMCI team they’ll all be thoroughly “used and 
abused” by the time we report back on them!
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ver a long discussion related to our battlefield 
experiences, military contracting and the 
nature of conflict, a Navy SEAL friend shared 
an acronym with me I want to share here. He 
said, “Lunchbox, the battle space we act in 
evolves. It evolves from VUCA, and it is our 
job to constantly learn, improve, and refine 
from each and every contact we have with 
VUCA.”

  I felt like he was sharing some kind of 
mystery I had overlooked, or somehow missed.  What was 
this VUCA he spoke of? How had I never heard this term 
before? I figured Navy SEALs must have made a pilgrimage 
to some wizened subject matter expert for this one. Did my 
SEAL friend just uncover and share a treasure with me? Some 
Holy Grail from the War on Terror? He sure did.
 You see, VUCA stands for VOLATILE, UNCERTAIN, 
COMPLEX, and AMBIGUOUS. He could not have been more 
right. Encapsulated in that four-point acronym was the deft 
summation of what challenges each of us when we take to 
the battle field and commit to our mission. In situation of 
rapid change and violence, VUCA is always there. 

Chaos of the battlefield often exceeds our capacity to comprehend emergent complexity en totale’, 
but we must perform well regardless. Thankfully, our evolution has equipped us with the necessary 
circuitry and sinew that we can recruit the behavior necessary to dominate the battlefield while 
tapping our proclivity for aggression as a species. Shawn Swanson, aka “Callsign Lunchbox”, tells 
us more...

THE DECISIVE MOMENT...

O
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In combat, we all experience that chemical dump of endorphins, 
cortisol, and others whose cauldron of activity boosts our 
information uptake and affects our experiences and what 
motivates us putting body and mind into action. 
 Vital awareness and action merge in the flow of combat as 
we access the necessary neural substrates that form our decision-
action loops. Whether we realize it or not. We were made for 
burden, suffering, and stress. We grow from each encounter we 
have with them. We perform our best under battlefield stress as 
we seek those courses of action and outcomes that put us front 
and center in facing our enemies, what threatens, and what 
is always the ever present volatile, uncertain, complex, and 
ambiguous. 
 Let me share a brief personal experience from the War on 
Terror to help capture an important lesson:

“It was 25 AUG 04, late afternoon in Baghdad Iraq. 
Our Close Protection Team was in the last phase of a mission and 
returning from providing our client’s protective services as they 
performed their infrastructure assessments at several sites in south 
of the Baghdad International Airport. Our motorcade consisted of 
three light skinned Chevy Tahoes and a hard car That the Clients 
occupied. The movement was typical of any other movement we 
had made in the last few weeks. Nothing broke the baseline until 
we exited ROUTE IRISH onto ROUTE FORCE after checkpoint 541. 
Then everything changed and VUCA made her appearance. 
 From atop a bridge, four figures appeared, one distinctly armed 
with a PKM. It was the leading element of a very complex ambush. 
The enemy had the edge. We were squarely in their kill zone. The 
only way out was thru’. The PKM opened up on our vehicles as the 
other three figures tossed grenades down on our movement from 
atop the bridge. 
 I reacted to contact as I watched my Team Leader press the 
muzzle of his AK against the window of our lead vehicle calling out 
CONTACT, CONTACT, CONTACT and unleash hell through the safety 

glass. Rounds skipped off the pavement to my left as frag grenades 
exploded as the attempt to disable our vehicles and keep us in the 
kill zone played out. Thankfully, the initial enemy actions missed 
their mark, but it wasn’t over. Luck played its part (kind of), but did 
not hold out for us.
 As our element passed under the bridge, another enemy 
element reigned fire down upon us from above and two enemy 
team vehicles joined the fray from either side of ROUTE FORCE 
aggressing against the hard car in the middle of our motorcade. 
As it happens, the tables turned. Due to the general set up of our 
vehicles, each of our Tahoes was equipped with a rear facing Trunk 
Monkey (team Machine gunner) and belt fed machine gun - MAG 
58 GPMGs.
 I went to work suppressing the bridge element we just passed 
under with several four round bursts then put one of the enemy 
attack vehicles in my sights while my teammates settled other 
scores in their areas of responsibility.
 In the end, we lost our hard car, one team member was shot 
in the face though ambulatory, but we escaped the kill zone and 
effective enemy fires. We quickly thermited the wreckage of our 
hard car, burning it in place while transferring our clients to one of 
our other vehicles to make our final egress...”

You see, the Chaos of the battlefield often exceeds our capacity 
to comprehend emergent complexity en totale’, but we must 
perform well regardless. Thankfully, our evolution has equipped 
us with the necessary circuitry and sinew that we can recruit the 
behavior necessary to dominate the battlefield while tapping 
our proclivity for aggression as a species.
 We are threatened by the collapse of the structures 
we inhabit mentally and physically. When the baseline 
is broken and norms evaporate that thing that lurks 
beneath our psyche is unleashed. That dangerous thing 
that is unavoidable must be dealt with. That thing that 
can manifest out of nowhere, anytime, anyplace. 
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I was genuinely amazed when we were contacted by Chris 
Hoare, son of the legendary “Mad Mike” about running an article 
with excerpts from his new book, and to this end I’m using my 
“comment space” this time to update that wonderful story. Chris 
contacted me again following the 100th birthday of his father 
with the following comments;
 “‘Mad Mike’ Hoare believed you get more out of life by living 
dangerously. And yet about 35 family and friends gathered in 
Durban, South Africa, on Sunday 17 March, St Patrick’s Day, to 
honour Mike as he turned 100 years old. Among them were five 
of the Wild Geese who fought with him in the Congo in the 1960s 
to crush a communist rebellion, rescue 2000 nuns and priests from 
barbarity, and defeat Che Guevara.
 Among the guests were five of the Wild Geese who fought with 
Mike Hoare in the Congo. They are, from left, Eric Bridge, Hugh 
Gurnell, Dave Burgess, Derek Yates and Laurie Kaplan (Photo by 
Roy Reed).
 Asked his secrets for longevity, the Irishman always says, 
“Laughter is the best medicine. But more seriously, there is very 
little that two aspirins cannot fix. And never go and see doctors 
because they will only find something wrong with you.” 
 Mike is the subject of an authoritative biography which was 
published last year, titled “‘Mad Mike’ Hoare: The Legend”. 
 Mike was schooled in England and, during World War II, was 
the ‘best bloody soldier in the British Army’. He was demobbed 

as major after seeing action at Kohima, India, qualified in London 
as a chartered accountant and emigrated to South Africa. 
 Going rogue, he started living dangerously to get more out 
of life, including trans-Africa motorbike trips, bluewater sailing, 
exploring remote areas, and leading safaris in the Kalahari Desert. 
 Here Mike got to know the CIA agent who was to change his 
life … and Nelson Mandela’s. Later Mike was technical advisor to 
the film The Wild Geese, which starred Richard Burton playing the 
Mike Hoare character.
 In 1981 Mike led 50 ‘Frothblowers’ in a bid to depose the 
socialist government of the Seychelles. Things went wrong and 
soon Mike was to spend three years in jail for hijacking a Boeing 
707 before being granted an amnesty.
 He is living quietly in Durban now.”
I am truly happy to know that Mike had a great birthday alongside 
some of his old comrades, and it just goes to prove that our time 
alongside our brothers and sisters in arms forges a bond that is 
not broken easily, or in some cases, ever.
 Look to those you value, those who have put their trust in 
you, as you have in them, and keep them ever close. 
Whilst we are not always able to physically be with 
those special people make certain that you reach out to 
them and just let them know that you “have their six” 
whatever life may throw! Some times that is all that is 
needed.

EDITORS COMMENT
WE’LL NOT SEE HIS LIKE AGAIN!



SELVATICA TACTICAL MID GTX 
BOOTS 
AKU have really earned a name for themselves with 
their all-year round “Pilgrim” boot models, but this 
month Bill brings news of the very latest models to 
hit the tactical stores that are absolutely ideal for 
summer use.

I’ve been lucky enough to work with the AKU military 
and tactical boot ranges since their inception, and it’s 
been great to see so many people taking up the “Pilgrim” 
models since they first came to market. When I received 
an email to announce the luanch of the new “Selvatica” 
tactical mid-cuts I was overjoyed to see that the company 
are not resting on their laurels, but instead driving ahead 
with new concepts and designs.
 AKU, an Italian company founded by Galliano Bordin, 
has grown from a small workshop into an industry, and the 
company now has more than forty years’ experience in the 
design and production of high quality trekking and outdoor 
footwear. The AKU collection ranges from mountaineering 
boots to active footwear and behind each model lies a 
genuine love for manufacturing, built on the age-old and 
prestigious tradition of Italian workmanship.
 Research into new technologies and new markets, 
together with the design and production of the AKU 
collection, takes place at the production plant in 
Montebelluna, Italy in the province of Treviso, famous for 
its sports footwear. Thankfully it’s not just the “outdoor 
performance” market that benefits from the “AKU Flair” 
though, but also tactical users who demand that little extra 
from their footwear.
 Designed specifically for professional users, the Selvatica 
is capable and confident in differing terrains and activities, 
easily earning its place within AKU’s Tactical footwear 
collection. Weighing in at just 460g, the super-lightweight 
Selvatica Tactical Mid is incredibly breathable.
 AKU’s Air 8000 upper is a technical fabric whose level 
of breathability increases over a period of 24 hours to 
more than 11 times that of a conventionally made fabric, 
and patented back in 1991, it ensures cooling comfort 
throughout day and night-long ops. The Air 8000 is 
combined with OrthoLite anti-microbial and breathable 
insoles to keep your feet fresh and comfortable for 
extended periods. The boots also benefit from a GORE-TEX 
extended comfort lining which helps to maintain the high 
levels of breathability whilst maintaining 100% protection 
against ingress of water.
 A new welding process has also been used on the 
boots to eliminate the need for stitching and makes the 
boot more waterproof and less likely to snag on rocks 
and rough terrain. The sole of the boots features AKU’s 
exclusive Elica Natural Stride System technology. Designed 

to faithfully follow the anatomical shape of the sole of the 
foot, it allows the sole to adapt to normal heel and forefoot 
inclination, guaranteeing a more even distribution of foot 
pressure and reducing impact and strain during long treks.
The treads are Vibram Selvatica Megagrip, a high 
performance rubber compound that promises unparalleled 
grip on wet and dry surfaces and optimal ground 
adaptability for better all-around traction. Combined with 
dynamic support in the upper and sole this is a faithful 
boot that won’t let you down.
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WARRIOR ASSAULT SYSTEMS DA 
MK1 SHOOTERS BELT
When it comes to “belt-kit” you’d be rightly excused 
for thinking of “old school” webbing kit that was 
cheap as chips and about as durable! Time, along 
with design and components, moves on, so Bill gets 
hands on with the very latest belt system from Warrior 
Assault Systems

Not so long ago if you’d spoken to me about “belt-kit” then 
undoubtedly I would have nodded sagely and talked to you 
about hand-tailored pouches suspended from a roller-pin 
belt, but technology and design moves ever onward! In 
more recent times I’ve seen the adoption of the “battle-
belt”, sometimes with protective inserts, that made use of 
the MOLLE system, allowing you to tailor the make-up of 
your belt to your own specifications whilst (importantly!) 
keeping everything firmly in one place.
 In the past couple of years though things have moved 
on even further, with lower profile systems coming to the 
fore, and new technologies being embraced to ensure 
strength and durability whilst keeping the weight well 
and truly down. The “two piece shooters belt” seems to 
be the current vogue, and having now tried a few different 
models from a variety of manufacturers, I can understand 
why this is so.
 When I was at IWA earlier this year I managed to catch 
up with Scott from UK-based Warrior Assault Systems (WAS) 
and after catching up and “chewing the fat” for a while I 
asked him if WAS intended to follow this growing trend. 
He simply grinned, went behind the display and handed 
me their new  LOW PROFILE DIRECT ACTION MK1 SHOOTERS 
BELT, at which point I rolled my eyes and told him “yup, 
of course…”
 The setup, which is sold as a complete unit, features 
the WAS Low Profile MOLLE Belt (LPMB) DA MK 1, which 
offers a two stage low profile platform which has been 
configured for the needs of the modern shooter. Stage One 
is a reinforced slimline belt that is covered in loop Velcro 
and is designed to be threaded through your trouser belt 
loops and acts in the same way that a traditional belt 
would. 
 Stage Two of the system is made up of a low profile 
MOLLE belt covered in 2 rows of Mil Spec webbing; this 
belt has a row of hook Velcro on the inside which marries 
up to first belt, it is then secured by way of a removable 
belt and composite GT Cobra buckle.
 Although it’s marketed as a two piece system there are 
in fact three components to the system; the inner trouser 
belt, the outer belt with the GT Cobra, and then a MOLLE 
sleeve which covers that. Overall this means that you have 
a versatile and very strong system that will support the 
weight of multiple pouches and a holstered pistol.

 

And talking about pouches this is, in my mind, where WAS 
have been thinking ahead as the system comes complete 
with a variety of their excellent models, including a Single 
Pistol Magazine Pouch, two Rifle Magazine pouches, 
a Slimline Foldable Dump Pouch, IFAK First Aid Pouch, 
one Small Horizontal Pouch, and their incredibly useful 
Universal Pistol Pouch/Holster (UPH). Although you can 
add and subtract from the pouches provided, the Universal 
Pistol Pouch/Holster is a godsend for me as it saves having 
to change out my holster when I’m testing different pistols 
on the range; also if I’m attending a course overseas and 
don’t know the exact pistol model the trainer will be 
providing I can take the UPH confident that it will retain 
virtually any model safely and securely.
 That said the system accommodates most MOLLE and 
Belt mounted holsters, and drop legs set ups, so whatever 
you use you’re good to go. The system comes in two 
sizes with MEDIUM from waist 34” - 86cm, and LARGE 
from Waist 38” - 96cm. Currently it’s only available in 
genuine Multicam fabric, although Scott has advised that 
other colour options will be available in the future, or as 
special orders.  Price on the complete system is currently 
UK£189.95 from www.uktactical.com, which considering 
what’s included is a great deal!

GEAR ON TEST
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ONE TIGRIS VULTURE CHEST RIG
Constantly on the lookout for new kit that’s “good to 
go” wherever he may find it, this time Bill takes a 
hard look at a new shooters rig from a small company 
punching well above their weight, One Tigris.

Back in 2015 I picked up on a post on social media from a 
then little-known gear manufacturer looking for people to 
help them test the new range of outdoor and tactical gear 
that they had started making. I was thoroughly intrigued 
by this open approach so I duly reached out to them, and 
that point marked not only the beginning of a business 
relationship, but also of a personal one with the friendly 
team at One Tigris.
 Over the intervening years I’ve seen them expand their 
range of gear on offer slowly but surely, whilst at the same 
time catching the imagination of users worldwide; it’s 
been both a clever and sustainable strategy, that has led 
to One Tigris being connected with over 600,000 friends 
and customers from over 70 countries in every continent 
based on the central tenet that they strive to provide good, 
quality gear for tactical and every day carry purposes.
 Whilst they make the majority of their gear for the K-9 
and outdoor performance markets they also cater to the 
“tactical enthusiast” sphere with some righteous bits of 
kit that are very much fit for purpose, and as a lover of 
chest rigs, when they unveiled their new “Vulture” model 
I asked them to send me one through for T&E as knowing 
how well they put things together I felt that this particular 
item would stand up to the rigors of the range very well 
indeed!
 In design the “Vulture” follows the “light is right” design 
concept, and is a minimalist model that’s just perfect for 
your regular range sessions, and priced at around US$60 
it’s not going to break the bank either! Now you might 
think that for 60 bucks you would end up with something 
that’s not going to last, but as I said, knowing how One 
Tigris “do work” I was not wrong in my assumption that 
this rig could be just a bit special.
 Currently available in 500D Cordura Nylon Multicam 
fabric (I hope that they’ll do other plain colourways in 
due course) the “Vulture” benefits from solid construction 
throughout, along with genuine UTX Buckles and YKK 
Zippers; the price might be keen, but the components and 
build quality are great.
 For a range session there are four magazine pockets 
that will hold the majority of AR or AK-style magazines, 
along with two flapped pistol magazine/tool/flashlight 
pockets and a generous zipped admin pocket on the front; 
the admin pocket features a velcro patch for unit/names 
tapes, along with two further rows of MOLLE webbing for 
additional items should you desire to fit them. The main 
body of the rig has a full-width breathable mesh backer 
which is very comfortable, and the whole thing is topped 
 

off with a simple unpadded X-harness, a style I personally 
prefer as it doesn’t catch up as easily on lo-pro body armour 
if you’re wearing it.
 Overall this is a simple yet highly usable design that’s 
bang “on trend” and an item that I can recommend to you 
fully; the only comment I have made back to One Tigris 
after range testing is that the pistol magazines pockets 
are a little too generous, and could really do with some 
form of additional retention. To give you an idea of their 
commitment to “getting it right” this one comment led to 
an extended back and forth exchange of ideas, and I expect 
to see a new design as a result of not just my input, but 
also that of others who agreed with me and were involved 
in that very same group discussion! 
 For very humble beginnings One Tigris have engaged 
with their users/customers effectively to bring a range of 
gear that you really should be taking a look at, and I can 
only hope that they go from strength to strength in the future!
For more information of the “Vulture” chest rig along with 
a whole host of other innovative products please do pay 
a visit to www.onetigris.com
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It’s always a pleasure and a privilege to see new brands emerge and get into their stride, and Bill has been 
watching Direct Action from Poland very closely indeed! With some great new gear models hitting the 
market right now he brings us an update of kit that he’s already tried and tested extensively!t

t’s really exciting for anyone who is involved 
with gear testing and development to have 
access to the manufacturers themselves, and at 
PMCI we are extremely lucky to count a large 
number of the “top guys” as not just partners, 
but also friends. As with any relationship the 
backbone is one of mutual trust and respect, 
and over the past few years I have really come 

to respect and trust the guys at Direct Action immensely.
 Direct Action is a Polish company set up in 2014 that 
from the outset sought to combine great design and 
manufacturing capabilities with an up-close-and-personal 
understanding of the specific end-user needs. From the 
very beginning Direct Action have been a very tight unit, 
and their R&D team in Poland consists of just a few good 
people; each member has his or her own area of expertise 
and is responsible for the tasks and projects that relate 
to that. As one example, the guy responsible for their 

innovation and testing is a recently-retired GROM combat 
medic with almost 20 years of service, and several tours 
of duty in Iraq and Afghanistan!
 This combination has created the approach of an 
individual-as-a-system that is open and flexible to all 
necessary options, yet remains streamlined and avoids 
over-burdening. Each part of the system interfaces 
with the other components; weapons, load bearing 
equipment, backpacks, jackets, duty uniforms and even 
camouflage patterns, each of these is a part of a whole, 
and a key component that’s critical to mission success.
 When creating Direct Action gear every detail is 
rigorously thought-out using a systemic perspective, 
and there are no random choices, no compromises, no 
“same-old-stuff” design approach, no shying away from 
new technology; all items are based on first-hand, real 
world experience of elite special operations units.

I
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 Direct Action uses the highest quality materials available 
and the production process itself is subject to rigorous 
control. The whole line of combat equipment is designed 
and manufactured in Poland.

PACKS TO GO!
My first exposure to Direct Action came in the form of a 
couple of their excellent patrol pack models, and I’m going 
to tell you that as someone who worked with cutting-
edge pack manufacture in a “previous existence” this is 
an area in which I am hyper-critical. Back in late 2014 I 
received for test the original DRAGON EGG and DUST day 
pack models, and both models really appealed to me not 
just on a design level, but also in the way they were put 
together, the sheer attention to detail, and the quality of 
both workmanship and materials; as I said at the time 
“If you’re in the market for a new ruc for 2015 then I’d 
suggest you take a very long, hard look at the new Direct 
Action models”.
 From what was initially a tight and focused line though, 
Direct Action have really moved things forward in the 
intervening years, and I’ve made a point of visiting them 
both at IWA each year, and also at SHOT when I visit as 
their products are now fully available in the USA. I’ve seen 
the latest, updated models of the packs come to market, 
and these are now even better than they were when first 
launched to market!
 As a tester for the original models it was a real treat for 
me to receive the very latest DUST and DRAGON EGG models 
to try .At 25L the DRAGON EGG MKII pack is absolutely 
perfect as a neat, day patrol pack. Made of durable and 
water resistant 500D Cordura material, and now available 
in a rather nice two-tone “look”, the DRAGON EGG pack 
is a tactical low profile hydration backpack, perfect for 
tactical use. The pack comes with two hydration bladder 
compartments, a dedicated laptop storage compartment, 
an admin section with multiple inner sleeves and pockets, 
comfortably padded shoulder straps with added chest 
fastening for extra comfort, and a removable hip belt 
with quick release buckle. A very attractive laser-cut 
MOLLE/PALS compatible system and number of a lateral 
compression straps allow for high level of customisation 
and flexibility, while the multiple storage compartments 
offer a huge amount of carrying space; there’s even an 
awesome little paracord drag handle. Thanks to the egg 
shape, the pack is lower in height and narrower in width 

than other packs with a similar capacity and this makes it 
more comfortable with belt kits or ballistic vests. 
 Again made of durable and water resistant 500D 
Cordura fabric the DUST MKII pack is the perfect tactical 
low profile EDC hydration backpack. With a capacity of 20L 
the pack comes with hydration bladder compartments, 
padded laptop storage compartment and large front admin 
organiser with multiple inner pockets and a transparent 
map pocket. Padded shoulder straps and a removable 
hip belt allow for comfortable wear even with belt kits or 
ballistic vests, while a laser-cut MOLLE/PALS section offers 
an additional platform for mounting of MOLLE accessories 
like water bottle pouches and first aid kits. Multiple side 
compression straps offers high level of customisation and 
flexibility and allow the backpack to be adapted to the 
size of the carried kit, preventing it from shifting inside 
the bag. This uniquely flexible hydration pack represents 
a perfect storage solution for mission essentials, hydration 
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bladders, EDC kit and laptops and is perfect as a one-day 
patrol pack or light travel bag.
 The original Direct Action packs have proved massively 
functional ad exceptionally durable, and the finish and quality 
of construction of both the upgraded packs is absolutely first 
rate; The new models both performed superbly in my 2018 
“mountain test” and show every sign of putting up with a 
lot more abuse in the future!

LOAD AND PROTECTION

Given my positive exposure to the Direct Action brand from 
the very outset, it’s really been a bit of a “no brainer” to 
pick up more from them over time. In the last issue of PMCI 
I waxed lyrical over their superb MUSTANG and WARHAWK 
belt systems which are currently my “go to” belt order, 
one which has now been extended with the addition of 
a number of Direct Action Pouches; I’ll report back on this 
setup at a later date when I’ve had chance to put it through 
its paces on the range, but you’ll see it laid out in my Laser 
Ammo article as I’ve already started using the new setup 
for training.
 What I have been using for some considerable time 
already though is the Direct Action HURRICANE Chest Rig 
which has become a firm favourite with me. It’s a low profile, 
adjustable rig made from laser-cut laminated 500D Cordura 
so it’s tough enough to endure an awful lot of abuse. It has 
a softshell interior construction that makes it a comfortable 
rig to wear for extended periods of time. 

 The harness is well constructed and feels sturdy even 
when the rig is loaded up and it has a reinforced drag handle 
incorporated into the design, along with the ability to be 
attached to one of the Direct Action Body Armour systems.
 The “Hurricane” has nine PALS slots on the sides of the 
rig which are perfect for radio, medical, utility pockets and 
horizontal PALS slots under the ammo pouches for items 
such as tourniquets, pistol mag pouches and 40mm pouches 
so you aren’t just limited to the pouches on the rig itself 
should you wish to upgrade it. If you choose to run comms, 
the fixed pouches are a great size for most radio PRRs and 
the rig has routing channels to keep everything tidy and to 
prevent wires getting caught.
 Not only is it comfortable and solidly put together but 
it comes as standard with integrated, adjustable magazine 
pouches with paracord retention that adjust to fit a 
combination of eight AR, four AK, or even four 7.62mm 
magazines. It also features a number of fixed external 
pouches for other essentials including two adjustable 
pouches, a sealed zipper pouch and a Velcro flap pouch for 
when you need to access items quickly. 
 The harness is completely adjustable thanks to a secure 
harness design, and to keep the excess material tidy it has 
Velcro wraparound “tidys”. It has a split front- zipper design 
as well so you don’t need to adjust it every time you remove 
it which is very neat indeed.
 Although these days I’m usually not in need of any kind 
of “armour protection” I was intrigued by the fact that all 
Direct Action gear is designed to work together, and that it 
fits neatly in a fully modular fashion not just with their own 
range, but also with that of other industry leaders! To this 
end I approached them for an evaluation sample of their 
latest SPITFIRE MKII PLATE CARRIER.
 The Direct Action SPITFIRE takes its name from a famous 
WWII fighter plane, and like this aviation icon, it’s a 
streamlined and dynamic platform designed to carry ballistic 
plates with modular accessories on or off the battlefield. At 
just 672g in a Size Large it’s lightweight and non-restricting, 
and is indeed one of the lightest carriers in its class.



 

Whilst I never tried the first iteration of this plate carrier 
myself reports from colleagues and friends were all positive, 
and having now had “hands on” the MKII I can see why! The 
MK II version may look simpler, but in fact it is much more 
scalable and mission configurable. The Direct Action team 
have stripped the carrier of unnecessary PALS slots under 
the flap and on the back as well as enlarging the loop panel 
on the front for larger unit patches, and they’ve even made 
it lighter than the standard version.
 The SPITFIRE is beautifully made and cut, and once again 
the materials and components are absolutely first rate! Put 
together using proprietary laser-cut laminate, Cordura 500D 
and softshell materials the carrier benefits from front plate 
only configuration using the chest rig interface, optional 
pads on front, back and shoulders area for improved airflow, 
a zippered chest admin pocket, and PTT and comms wires 
/ antenna routing attachment points, and there’s even 
an accessory armour package for heavy configuration in 
development!
 The back panel zipper attachment system is compatible 

with Crye Precision AVS, whilst the chest Rig attachment 
system is compatible with Mayflower / Velocity Systems 
offering you even further options!
 Thanks to numerous new design elements, back panels 
and optional side armour compatible cummerbunds you 
are able to set up the carrier the way you actually need it. 
It’s at the same time and incredibly durable platform, and 
is unique in its modularity, converting to a cut-away rig in 
just a few simple steps, allowing for quick donning, doffing 
and medical access thanks to Hypalon pullers. 
 I’ve just started putting the Spitfire through its paces 
with my usual medium plates fitted, and thus far I’m 
impressed. Although the Spitfire is certainly smaller than 
the carrier I usually work with the plate support is excellent, 
and the pressure exerted both around the torso and over 
the shoulders is nicely balanced and spread evenly. The 
“captured” female buckles for the front carrying system 
are tidily achieved, meaning that you can easily change out 
your load carrying options; say you want to set up your plate 
carrier for light use? Simply attach a SPITFIRE MK II SLICK 
CARBINE MAG FLAP, SPITFIRE SMG FLAP, or SPITFIRE SHOTGUN 
SHELL FLAP to the velcro and buckle it in place. Running hot 
and heavy with a full fighting load? No problem, simply use 
the CHEST RIG INTERFACE (which also means you can use the 
Spitfire in Front Panel Only mode) and you’re all set with 
rifle/carbine mag pouches, pistol mag pouches, along with 
space for bangs and admin items. If you need to carry more 
load as part of your modular system Direct Action offer a 
number of excellent back panel add-ons like the SPITFIRE 
MK II BACKPACK PANEL or SPITFIRE MK II UTILITY BACK PANEL 
so you’re all set!
 As I said when I started, it’s incredibly exciting to watch 
a brand grow from the ground up, and from humble 
beginnings Direct Action have grown in the very best way 
possible, enlarging their offering sensibly, and moving things 
on when new ideas or technologies become available. I’ve 
been very, very impressed by the pieces I’ve had from them 
for some time now, and the latest version of the SPITFIRE 
certainly shows that they mean business in the future. It was 
superb to see them at IWA 2019, and by the look of their 
stand they undoubtedly have more to come soon, and I’ll 
look forward to reporting back on this as soon as possible!
 For more information on the extensive range 
of top-notch tactical gear offered by Direct Action 
please check out https://us.directactiongear.
com/ in the USA and https://eu.directactiongear.
com/ in Europe.
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We often use the phrase “boots on the ground”, and the importance of good footwear is something 
that we don’t really talk enough about as it’s one of the fundamental building blocks to having a 
great day of work or training! Bill takes a look at an American brand that’s now becoming more 
available “over here in the UK” in the shape of Bates Boots.

BATES BOOTS

t’s Sunday morning, early. Your gear is packed, your 
eye-pro polished, fresh batteries are in your ear-pro, 
and your carbine is tucked away snugly in its case with 
pre-loaded magazines ready for you to head to the 
range. Outside the rain is teeming down, but you’re a 
tough guy, and this means nothing as you have your 
waterproofs ready to roll, and just one thing plays on 
your mind… will your boots be waterproof and up to 
the job?

We often take a good pair of boots for granted don’t we? That is 
until the moment when it’s very hot, very wet, or there’s snow 
on the ground! Then all of a sudden we start to question our 
choices, and it would be true to say that many a day of training 
can be lost due to overly hot, wet, or freezing cold feet. Whilst 
one single pair of boots won’t cut it year round in reality, for 
many that’s all that they can afford, so even though hundreds of 
bucks have been spent on buying and upgrading your firearms, 
clothing, and to me somewhat bizarrely to me, footwear goes 
somewhere near the bottom of the “must have” list!
 Luckily for all of us we’ve seen real-world specialist military 
units moving away from the overtly “army boot” and moving 
into more racy “civvy” performance models from the outdoor
   pursuits world, and that’s absolutely brilliant as you 

can buy a single pair of boots for general use and training 
without looking like you’ve just come out of basic! That said, 
military and tactical boots are made the way they are for a 
reason, and although many manufacturers are distilling their 
designs to be more athletic-looking, these models are built for 
an intended end-user and tested accordingly.
 And of course some manufacturers have been supplying the 
military, and now “tactical”, user for some considerable time, 
and I was very pleased recently to receive an email from the 
guys at Tactree (https://tactree.co.uk) in the UK advising me 
that they would soon be stocking boot models from American 
footwear giant Bates Boots.
 Although Bates have been around in the UK for some time 
I’ve always been slightly saddened that they don’t turn up more 
often. Their range is extensive, and their models extremely 
popular with US LE, Army, Air Force, and the USMC. When I lived 
in the USA you would find Bates Boots in any decent Army/
Navy or tactical store, and certain friends of mine, both prior 
service and still serving in the USMC, rate the Bates Durashock 
and Durashock Lite boots very highly indeed (these models are 
on the USMC “approved footwear list”)!
But who are Bates Boots, and where have they come from?

I
 



BOOTS THAT WORK AS HARD AS YOU DO!
Andrew Jackson Bates was born in Webster, Massachusetts on June 
23, 1839. When he was eighteen he went to New York City to 
seek fame and fortune. After gaining experience in the footwear 
business, he established the A. J. Bates and Company in 1866 
to merchandise shoes. In 1886 the firm began the manufacture 
of shoes in Webster at what was to become one of the largest 
shoe factories in New England. He reportedly opened the plant 
in Webster to control the quality of shoes that were distributed 
through his New York office. A believer in good value, he insisted 
that his shoes must wear better than higher priced shoes because 
he did not sell to the “carriage trade” (retail business with wealthy 
or upper-class customers; those who arrive in carriages!). Bates 
essentially was a pioneer in the wholesale shoe business and was 
closely identified with its development. 
 While starting solely as a dress footwear manufacturer, Bates 
manufactured over one million pairs of shoes for the government 
during WWII! In the 1960s Bates took the opportunity to begin 
supplying dress shoes to the US Navy. This spectacular success 
has spurred decade’s long dedication to serving the uniformed 
services. Over the course of the next two decades, Bates expanded 
and specialised to provide high-performance footwear to the 
uniformed services of the USA and those abroad. It was in this 
time period that today’s first rate footwear systems were born.
 Since then, a great many advances have been made in clothing 
technology. Bates boots made with cutting-edge materials like 
Gore-Tex offer revolutionary opportunities to create innovative 
designs that combine water resistance and breathability. New 
leather treatments and manufacturing processes create boots 
that can last longer and suck it up harder than ever before. 

This commitment to research, development and innovation has 
afforded Bates the opportunity to supply gear to military and 
civilian uniformed services in over 80 countries around the globe.

As they say themselves;
“At Bates, we’re committed to service, and part of that service is 
keeping up with evolving trends. Our brand refresh is an evolution, 
not a revolution -grounded in our tradition with a fresh, new face. 
 The streamlined design and updated product line still reflect 
the commitment to quality and value we’re known for while 
reflecting the modern times in which our customers live.
 For men and women in uniform, there’s no such thing as the 
“everyday”. That’s why, for over 130 years, they’ve trusted Bates 
to get them through - every day. With a commitment to innovative 
technology, quality design and durable comfort, Bates is the expert 
in crafting footwear that works as hard as you do.”

BEST FOOT FORWARD
The Bates Boots range of footwear is absolutely huge as you might 
expect from a company that’s been involved with footwear design 
for over 130 years, so I wasn’t surprised to hear that Tactree will be 
carrying an introductory line for a while, with a view to expanding 
this over time. There are some key models in the line, and these 
have been carefully chosen to fulfil the needs of both professional 
and recreational users.
 First up there’s the MEN’S 8” TACTICAL SPORT SIDE ZIP BOOT 
which is one of Bates most popular styles.  This classic 8” tactical 
boot features a side zip for easy on and off and cushioned 
removable insert for extra comfort. 

pmcimagazine.com
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FEATURES INCLUDE:
• Durable Leather and Performance Nylon Upper 
• Moisture wicking mesh lining to keep your feet dry 
• Cushioned Removable Insert for Added underfoot Comfort  
• Lightweight cushioned EVA midsole to deliver flexibility and 
performance 
  • YKK® side zipper for easy on and off  
• Slip Resistant Rubber Outsole for added traction 
• Cement construction providing you a lightweight and flexible 
platform
 The next model on the agenda is another side-zip variant, 
but this time with much more “up-to-the-minute” athletic styling. 
The MEN’S DELTA-8 SIDE ZIP BOOT which offers a breakthrough 
in advanced comfort and technology, as Bates iCS allows you to 
select your level of comfort with an adjustable disc located inside 
the boot (if you’d like to check this out further there’s a cracking 
video on the Bates website to explain the system fully!) Features 
here are:
• Durable Leather and Non-Puncture Nylon Upper 
• Mesh Lining for Added Breathability 
• Insole Features Bates iCS Disc for Adjustable Comfort 
• Nylon Side Zipper for Easy On and Off 
• Slip Resistant Rubber Outsole for Traction
 With the MEN’S SHOCK 8” SIDE ZIP boots you get the newest 
in Bates anti-fatigue footwear. Featuring their four-part Endurance 
Performance System, Shock delivers the comfort that you want 
with the durability that you need. The EPS system comprises of 
four elements to help with lasting comfort and these consist of 
a dual density footbed with memory foam provides arch support 
and cushion, a dual density EVA midsole that mitigates shock and 
redistributes pressure, an insole with a nylon shank which adds 
support and stability, and a durable rubber outsole which is slip 
resistant and long wearing with multi-terrain design for traction 
and stability. Full features are:
• Waterproof full grain leather and performance nylon upper with 
protective panels 
• Breathable Waterproof Membrane with Moisture Wicking Lining 
to keep your feet dry 
• Mesh Tongue for Added Breathability 
• Nylon Side Zipper for Easy On and Off 
• Bates Anti-Fatigue Endurance Performance System providing you 
all day comfort and flexibility 
• Multi Terrain Slip Resistant Rubber Lug Outsole
 If you’re wanting a “year-round” pair of boots then the MEN’S 
GX-8 SIDE ZIP BOOT WITH GORE-TEX could very well be what 
you’ve been looking for as it’s Bates’ number-one best seller! 
This is a durable waterproof side zip boot that is perfect for all 
seasons. Featuring a strong, waterproof and breathable GORE-TEX 
lining, your feet will stay protected, comfortable and dry, which is 
exactly what we need in the UK if you play outdoors on a regular 
basis! This boot features:
• Waterproof full grain leather and performance nylon upper with 
protective panels 
• Breathable Waterproof GORE-TEX membrane with moisture 
wicking lining to Keep Your Feet Cool and Dry  
• Cushioned Removable Insert for Added underfoot Comfort  
• YKK® side zipper for easy on and off  
• Lightweight cushioned EVA midsole to deliver flexibility and 
performance  

• Slip Resistant Rubber Outsole for added traction 
• Cement construction providing you a lightweight and flexible
platform

 With a really cool look and a “mid-cut” cuff the MEN’S SHOCK 
FX is a cracking looking little boot, and comes in three colourways 
to complement different uniform requirements, but in each case 
it would look just as good on a mountain trail. I think that this 
will be a real winner not just for the UK market but globally as it 
most definitely sits in the “tacticool athlete” category, and having 
a waterproof and breathable membrane inside means it will 
perform in most weathers too. As well as benefitting from the 
Bates EPS system the SHOCK FX benefits from:
• Waterproof full grain leather and performance nylon upper with 
protective panels 
• Breathable Waterproof Membrane with Moisture Wicking Lining 
to keep your feet dry 
• Mesh Tongue for Added Breathability 
• Bates Anti-Fatigue Endurance Performance System providing you 
all day comfort and flexibility 
• Multi Terrain Slip Resistant Rubber Lug Outsole 
• Cement construction providing you a lightweight and flexible 
platform
 Overall I believe that the initial models that Tactree have 
chosen to stock are very sensible choices as they will indeed 
attract both the professional and recreational end-user. What we 
have here is a brand with absolutely massive heritage, and boot 
models that have been tried and tested in the most demanding 
of environments. Sterling prices are yet to be disclosed, but if 
they’re as keen as those in the USA then there are going to be 
some happy users out there, not just in terms of foot protection 
and comfort, but also in terms of getting great value for money!
 There are a couple of pairs heading our way for more in-depth 
testing and evaluation, and later in the year I’ll be bringing you my 
findings on numerous boot models I’ve been long-term-testing 
over the past few years in my annual “mountain test” 
and my trips overseas; I am certain that there will 
be at least one pair of Bates Boots in that list, and 
I’m really looking forward to seeing which model or 
models it may be!
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Irregular warfare demands what many would class as irregular solutions. aLOKSAK SHIELDSAK® 
provides the warfighter and savvy civilian solutions and this time Shawn Swanson, aka “Callsign 
Lunchbox”, delves further into the aLOKSAK SHIELDSAK® 

THE DANGERS OF THE DIGITAL BATTLEFIELD 

nformation exploitation is big business. The Vikings 
knew just like we do today that Information is power, 
and real time information is even more powerful. Any 
security awareness plan worth its salt in today’s world 
must address electronic devices and the threats they 
pose to their users. Your information is useful and for 
sale and if you did not know that, shame on you. 
 We are tethered to an electronic world that most of 
us reference or interact with professionally and privately 

on a daily basis. Information is power and we look it up on our 
cell phones and computers daily without ever thinking about 
what is going on in the background of each transaction we 
make in the digital world. This must change. We need to be 
acutely aware of our digital footprint and what is can mean to 
our professional activities and survival. Information exploitation 
should become one of your major concerns, if it is not already.
 Smartphones and other mobile devices are major players 
in information gathering and data collection. A cell phone is 
basically a two-way radio supercharged with features that 
harnesses a network of satellites  and cell towers to transmit 
information including geo positions. While this is no surprise 
and we have all heard it before, it is a major threat to anyone 
desiring to remain off the grid, undetected, and unmolested. 

You can be the most savvy “Grey Man” alive, but be squarely 
undermined by overlooking the fact that you carry a device or 
two every day that collects data as to your whereabouts and 
activities. You can and are being tracked.Even when you think 
you’ve shut off the Smartphone or App’s connectivity, it still 
transmits.
 For most of us, all this does is allow annoying pop-up ads 
and other business services to detect your whereabouts for ad 
targeting services, but information is power and as such the 
data collected about your activities could reveal more about you 
to persons with more nefarious interests than just sending you 
an annoying advertisement. 
 Google®, Apple®, and other players are often served 
‘Geofence’ warrants that allow Law Enforcement and other 
parties access to User IDs and useful metadata connected to 
our devices that outline GPS positions and time periods that 
track movements via devices we carry every day. In a nutshell, 
your smartphone is a tracking tool for others to exploit. As well,  
Your communications meta-data is routinely being stored and 
accessed by the applications and services you use daily. Your 
financial transactions and records are also of interest to others 
and are stored by your banks and creditors.  All of this info is 
available via request, warrant, and criminal exploitation.

I
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We have to take this onboard as not only a first world privacy 
concern, but an extant threat other hostile parties may have access 
to that can be exploited especially during extended travel in Red 
Zones and even seemingly less iniquitous trips abroad in unsavory 
locales.
 In many places,  Law Enforcement may not be as altruistic as 
is the case in first world settings. The electronic threat we all face 
is real and extant. Use your mind’s eye and conjure up a scenario 
where access to another’s’ activities in this manner might be useful 
to you in any planning or action phase of an operation. Having at 
your fingertips a target’s real time location, a history of movement 
patterns, and both the unconscious and conscious habits that outline 
a target’s nasline tastes and routine choices.
 What may seem like an overactive barrage of local business ads 
turns out to also be a useful forensic tool or intelligence gathering 
tool or worse if an observing party is so inclined- a real time data 
set to hunt a target.
 So, how can this be combated? While there are several methods 
to mitigate this, the easiest is to just take your device(s) off the grid 
making detection and tracking much more difficult. 
 In comes aLOKSAK- the aLOKSAK is a unique product vendor that 
produces an innovative set of products referred to as SHIELDSAK®. 
 The SHIELDSAK®  is a lightweight, fabric sheath Faraday Cage 
who composite includes rare earth minerals fashioned into a useful 
and durable set of sleeve sizes that are uniquely capable of blocking 
out the signals that can exploit your electronic devices, collect your 
critical meta-data, and other information. So how do they do this? 
And what is a Faraday Cage? A Faraday cage is a shielded enclosure 
used to block electromagnetic fields to include transmissions from 
the likes of any commercial smartphone or similar transmitting 
device.The SHIELDSAK® is a continuous mesh covering of conductive 
material that interrupts signals and prevents data collection.
 The SHIELDSAK® comes in several sizes for smartphone, tablet, 
computer and other sensitive items such as your passport with RFID 
or contractor’s Combined Arms Access Card. SHIELDSAK® is a simple 
solution to a burgeoning problem most are just plainly unaware 
of, or ignore as inconsequential. Nothing could be further from the 
truth.
 Consider that hostile surveillance never has to leave the comfort 
of the office to track you via your own trusted electronics. All that 

is needed is access to your data. Wouldn’t you rather make the 
opposition’s job a good deal harder? By masking your electronic 
whereabouts, Agents would need to be fielded to conduct 
surveillance increasing your chances of successfully detecting 
enemy action and countering it. SHIELDSAK® isn’t just a nice to 
have item. As we move into the future, connectivity and surveillance 
will become an even more pressing problem as networks expand 
their capabilities and 5G becomes a living reality. It is a requirement 
for anyone involved in Military contracting today to examine their 
digital footprint and deeply understand how it can be exploited. 
Protection solutions are key.
 You are never off the battlefield. Irregular warfare demands 
what many would classy as irregular solutions. aLOKSAK 
SHIELDSAK® provides the warfighter and savvy civilian 
solutions. Get with it, protect your electronic devices from 
tracking as well as other information collection threats to 
your credit cards, and passport RFID information. 
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was first introduced to the Mossberg series of 
shotguns as a young Marine in the early 1990s. 
While assigned to a Marine Expeditionary Unit 
(Special Operations Capable) (MEUSOC) unit. My 
platoon was given the additional mission set of 
being the Non-Combatant Evacuation Operations 
(NEO) platoon. This mission set’s tasks included, 
evacuating and protecting noncombatants in either 
a permissive or non-permissive environment. This 
capability includes the requirement to provide 

a security force, evacuation control center, recovery force, 
medical support, and transportation of evacuees.  The 
primary focus of our training was to assist with the possible 
evacuations American Embassies world-wide. An example 
of such an evacuation can be seen by looking at the actions 
taken in Liberia in 1996. When the Marine Corps 22nd 
MEUSOC assisted in the evacuation of almost 2500 people in 
nine days during the Liberian Civil War. 
 At that time the Mossberg 590 Combat Shotgun was 
the mainstay of the Marine Corps Embassy Security Forces 
arsenal and every member of the NEO platoon was given 
the opportunity to do a familiarization fire with this platform. 
While it was just a small opportunity to see how a Marines 
used their shotgun if forever changed my opinion of that 
weapons system on the battlefield. Much later in my career 
as an Army Infantry NCO I would see the fear and respect 

that the Afghans showed to soldiers who were armed with 
12-gauge pump shotguns. 
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MOSSBERG 590A1

I
To take the phrasing from Mossberg themselves, their shotguns are “built rugged for military, police, and 
law abiding citizens”, and the Mossberg 500 tactical line offers mission-ready shotguns for any scenario. 
Clint Steele takes a good look at the 590A1 variant and brings you his findings. 



INITIAL THOUGHTS
Awhile back, PMCI Deputy Editor, Trampas contacted me and 
asked if I was interested in helping him with an upcoming 
Defensive Shotgun class, he was teaching for the women’s 
empowerment organization known as “The Well-Armed Woman” 
(TWAW). TWAW’s State of Florida arm was holding their annual 
“State Shoot” where ladies from all over the State would gather 
for a day of training, competition and fellowship. Once again, I 
jumped at the chance to help teach folks how to run the most 
American of weapons systems. The 12-gauge pump-action 
shotgun. Since we would be teaching three different groups of 
ten ladies during our classes. We decided that we would need 
to ensure we would have that number of shotguns on hand, just 
in case the ladies didn’t have their own.  Once we took account 
our own shotguns and a few borrowed friends we came up one 
short. Trampas being the resourceful Editor he is, reached out to 
Mossberg to see if they would be willing to send us a shotgun 
to use and review. A couple weeks later the Mossberg 590A1 
with Ghost Ring sighting system arrived at our FFL holder, Legion 
Defense Industries. 
 My very first impression straight out of the box prior to 
shooting was just how intimidating this shotgun looked. It’s 
Parkerized finish and protected Ghost Ring Sighting system made 
this weapon look ready for whatever conflict came its way. The 
action and robust construction of the firearm were just what I 
have come to expect from Mossberg; excellent. The 590A1 
represents all the things a combat shotgun shooter love in a 
12-gauge firearm. The dual action bars cycled smoothly as it sent 
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rounds into battery flawlessly. The firearm’s overall size with 
its 18.5” barrel and standard length of pull allows shooter to 
gain an aggressive stance when shooting. The full-sized tube 
magazine allows for an impressive six rounds of 12-gauge to 
be loaded on to this war horse. 

SPECIFICATIONS
Gauge 12
Capacity 7
Chamber 3
Barrel Type Heavy-Walled
Barrel Length 18.5”
Sight Ghost Ring
Choke Accu-Choke System - Cylinder Bore Choke
LOP Type Fixed
LOP 13.875”
Barrel Finish Parkerized
Stock Finish Synthetic (Black)
Weight 7
Length 39.5”

RANGE TIME
First things first, we needed to pattern this shotgun. So, I 
loaded the 590A1 up with Federal Premium 2 ¾ inch 12 gauge 
#8 shot 1 1/8 Oz. shot commonly known as birdshot. While 
birdshot has often been shunned in the defensive world as a 
viable load, I disagree wholly for two reasons. First, for some, 
birdshot may be the ONLY shot type a very young, very old or 
disabled person would be able to control. Secondly, the lighter 
load offers a faster, more controllable follow up shot in which 
NO ONE can disagree with the close-range results of multiple 
birdshot hits.
 My first shot on target with the birdshot load was sent high 
and literally sawed a 1”x2” board used as the top cross piece 
of the target stand in HALF along with the top part of the head 
section of the target. Next up was Federal’s 2 3/4’” 12-gauge 
Vita Shok 15 pellet copper plated magnum 00 buckshot load. 
This is a standard load out for military and law enforcement 

personnel. The shot patterns are much tighter and deadly out 
to further distances. At typical across the room and down the 
hall distances, the patterns did not exceed 6 inches. Multiple 
shots into center mass left only a hole large enough for me 
to put my fist cleanly through. Unlike the birdshot, I would 
trust this load out to 20 – 25 yards out of the 590A1. Finally, I 
really wanted to see what the 590A1’s Ghost Ring sights could 
do with slugs. Loading up Federal’s standard 1 ounces 2 ¾” 
slugs, I was able to consistently ring 6x6 steel silhouettes out 
to 40 yards.  This is probably a good time to note that while 
the 590A1 will chamber and fire the massive 3-inch magnum 
shells. Personally, I find them to be a bit of overkill and will 
lessen your round count in the magazine by one. But, none the 
less they are an option. 
 As mentioned above this shotgun was one of the many, we 
used for the ladies at that Florida TWAW shoot. During the course 
of the day our sample 590A1 was used by several different 
ladies, many of which were first-time shotgun shooters with 
great success. During what was essentially a familiarization to 
the use of the 12-gauge pump-action shotgun in a defensive 
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posture. The ladies patterned the shotguns at the 5,10,15,25-
yard lines using birdshot, buckshot and slug rounds. 
 This gave the ladies a better understand of how usefully the 
shotgun is in a close-quarters environment. This patterning 
exercise provided them with an idea of what the shot looked 
like at the various ranges and dispelled some of the spray and 
pray attitudes that they came into the day thinking. In the 
interests of time we also used the patterning drill to get the 
ladies comfortable with the idea of continuously feeding the 
shotgun to keep it running. The idea was not to just load it up 
and fire till dry. 

 We encouraged the ladies to only load the rounds needed 
for the series of shots needed to complete the drills and to 
reload whenever possible. We taught them to combat load the 
shotgun and to be selective in the ammo choices needed to 
accomplish the specific task at hand. Once the patterning and 
combat loading lessons were learned. We put it all together 
with a short decision making and movement drill. Starting at 
a makeshift doorway, the ladies engaged at steel gong with 
slugs at 40 yards and once a hit was accomplished, easily 
accomplished using the ghost ring sighting system on our 
sample 590A1. Then after selectively loading buckshot in 
their shotguns the ladies would then move down a simulated 
hallway, engaging targets at 15 and 10 yards. Once they 
achieved hits on those targets and reloading with birdshot the 
ladies would turn a “corner” and unloading on a final target at 
5 yards. It was an amazing event, we started with ladies that 
had for the most part never fired a shotgun before in their lives 
and in the course of a few hours they left as empowered and 
competent shotgun shooters. Several vowing that their next 
purchases would be 12-gauge pump-action shotguns. I know 
we made some lifelong Mossberg owners that day.    

FINAL THOUGHTS
I really enjoyed my time with this particular version of Mossberg’s 
590A1. It’s fixed stock with rubber base plate facilitated a quick 
and constant presentation and the ghost ring sights delivered 
some of the best accuracy I have seen with a combat shotgun. 
 Finally, consider the fact that the 590A1 is continuation on 
the tried and true Mossberg 590 Combat shotgun platform with 
its heavy wall construction combined with an ambidextrous 
safety, dual extractors, positive steel-to-steel lockup, twin 
action bars, and a smooth operating anti-jam elevator much 
like it’s  preceding  model. You know this version will also be 
a firearm that can be easily trusted over time.  It’s because of 
these factors that the 590A1 has earned a spot in my gun safe 
from now on.  If your anything like me and love the versatility 
and ruggedness of the combat shotgun and are 
looking for an updated and devastating addition 
to your defensive arsenal, look no further than 
the Mossberg 590A1 family of shotguns.  
 Check out what Mossberg has to offer at their 
website https://www.mossberg.com/ They just 
might have what you’re looking for. 
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SPARTAN / HARSEY TACTICAL TROUT KNIFE
As an outdoorsman and appreciator of fine blades, Trampas Swanson is always on the lookout for 
something that’s just “a bit special” and finds it in a classic Harsey design re-worked for the modern day 
user by Spartan Blades.

s a lifelong outdoorsman I have been very 
fortunate to have hunted a wide verity of 
animals since I was 5 years old and started 
fishing even earlier. As I spent most of my 
adult years as a SWAT operator for a county 
Sheriff’s office and numerous special task 
forces, I have seen the importance of 
specialized tools to meet specific jobs. 
Hunting, fishing and tactical knives have 

always seemed to have a completely different designs with 
very few ever effectively crossing over genres. Recently, 
I came across an updated design from the legendary 
blade designer, William “Bill” Harsey Jr. that has clearly 
accomplished the task of being a true “all purpose” daily 
carry blade called the Tactical Trout Knife.
 Built in collaboration with my good friends, Mark Carey 
and Curtis Iovito of Spartan Blades, this innovative yet 
simple design is produced in the small town of Southern 
Pines, North Carolina. Only a stone’s throw from the back 
gate of Fort Bragg US Army Base where the giants of warfare 
have tread, Bill, Mark and Curtis all have made their unique 
lasting impressions for other warriors to come. 

To understand what goes into any knife built by these 
gentlemen, it is important to understand the calibre of 
professionalism each brings to the industry.

THE MEN BEHIND THE BLADES
Both Mark and Curtis are retired US Army Special Forces 
snipers and former private military contractors, who have 
personally seen action in warfare around the globe. They 
have witnessed everything from tribesmen fashioning 
blades of war from savaged materials and become deadly 
warriors, to the opposite extreme of watching brand name 
combat knives of superior materials fail horribly. During their 
time in service, Mark and Curtis began to design and build 
fixed blades based on lessons learned for personal use on 
deployment and ultimately for fellow soldiers to use as well. 
 These knives have meant the difference in life or death 
for many who found themselves in close quarters battle. 
 Bill Harsey has a storied background as a custom knife 
maker, outdoorsman, hunter and even former lumberjack. 
His collaborations with other legends in the industry such 
as Colonel Rex Applegate, Chris Reeve and Al Mar have 
produced knives that have set the bar high within the blade 
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community. Aside from creating outstanding designs for well-
established companies such as Gerber and Columbia Knife and 
Tool, Bill’s most significant design was that of the Yarborough 
Knife, which was named after Lt. Gen. William P. Yarborough, 
known as the “father of modern Special Forces.”. This special 
combat blade is presented to each graduate of the United States 
Army Special Forces Qualification Course. Each of these knives 
possesses its own serial number and gets logged in an official 
record book maintained by the United States Army Special 
Operations Command.
 During SHOT SHOW 2019, I had the honor of meeting Bill Harsey 
when I dropped in on Mark and Curtis at their Spartan Blades 
booth. During my time spent chatting with these gentlemen, I 
was introduced to their recent collaboration called the Tactical 
Trout Knife better known as the Spartan Harsey TT. When Mark 
placed one in my hand, it immediately felt like they had made 
it specifically for me. The fit, weight and shape seemed to melt 
into my hand and gave me a feeling of complete control over 
the blade. The G10 micarta scales on the handle provided a solid 
purchase in my hand without being overly aggressive or feeling 
as if its “biting” into my skin. Even the lanyard loop was snug 
at first to fit my hand through and then landed perfectly around 
my wrist at the proper length. My brain immediately started to 
figure out how to fly home with this blade. Thankfully, the guys 
were genuinely kind enough to mail one to me after the show for 
testing and review. 

Spartan Harsey TT Specs
Designer:                               William W. Harsey
Overall Length:                     9”
Blade Length:                        4 1/2”
Blade Thickness:                   3/16”
Blade Steel:                            CPM S35VN
Blade Hardness:                    58-60 HRC
Blade Style:                            Spear Point - Flat ground main bevel 
with tapered top edge.
Coating:                                  PVD - Tungsten DLC (Black) or ZrN 
(Flat Dark Earth)
Handle Material:                   3D Contoured Linen Micarta (Black 
or Camouflage)
Weight:                                   0.460 LBS

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL
When the Tactical Trout blade arrived at my office, I enjoyed some 
private time quietly inspecting the blade from tip to pommel far 
from the busy trade show floor in which I first saw it. I remember 

reading about how the knife’s original design came from Bill 
designing a “do-all” outdoor knife approximately a decade ago 
simply called the Trout knife, in which its spear point and saber 
grind along the 4 1/2” long blade accommodated a wide range 
of practical application. A decade of tweaking details along with 
combining the handle design of another Harsey creation known 
as the H-Class Tanto lead to what Spartan Blades now produces 
as the Tactical Trout aka Spartan Harsey TT. 
 Constructed from S35VN steel for its rust resistant qualities 
and somewhat ease of sharpening in the field, the blade is rated 
at 60 HRC on the hardness scale. The knife comes with a choice 
of two PVD coatings, Tungsten DLC (Black) or ZrN (Flat Dark 
Earth). This coating not only gives the blade added protection 
from the elements but also reduces glare given off from the 
blade exposed to bright light. The spear point profile with false 
top edge is perfectly designed for deep penetration whether its 
gutting large game or in a self defense application against two 
legged predators. The main blade edge itself is supported against 
chipping by a slightly thicker than average base and holds a 
3/16” thickness along the spine for added strength. 
 The razor-sharp blade led down through the afore mentioned 
well-thought out G10 scales of the grip as the full tang ended 
with a pointed “skull crusher” or “glass breaker” point. This 
impact point can come in very handy on a rearwards strike. For 
my medium sized hands, I enjoyed the fact, the grip wasn’t 
over-sized as generic blades tend to be. Even with my Outdoor 
Research gloves on, I still felt like there was plenty of grip without 
too much unused length. The lanyard hole offered a solid location 
for the accompanying length of 550 paracord to attach for use 
when chopping with the knife. 
 Shipped along with the knife was a Kydex sheath set up with 
a belt loop for open carry. By removing two screws, the end user 
can remove the belt loop easily. The open rivets running along 
each side of the sheath are perfect for lashing to Molle equipped 
gear with 550 cord or shock cord. By applying a simple metal or 
Kydex belt clip to the sheath, it can be tucked inside the waist 
band for everyday carry. This was the option I used the most. 
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TACTICAL TROUT LIFE
These days, I split my time between four major aspects of life: 
on the range teaching firearms / tactics to civilian students, 
working from home as a gun writer, marketing for my family’s 
challenge coin company and most importantly being a family 
man as supportive husband to my wife, Candace and active 
dad to my two young daughters. Being retired from Law 
Enforcement now, my oath to “Protect and Serve” has taken on 
a new mission of providing VIP escorts for my family each time 
with leave the house, close quarters protection for them out 
in the public domain and monitoring their safety within every 
environment including at home. 

 As a law enforcement officer, my tools of the trade could be 
high capacity, openly carried and come with soft body armor. 
As a father providing daily security for my family, my attire 
must be casual and blend into my surrounding environment. 
Showing up in full kit to pick up your kids from Pre-K tends 
to draw too much attention. These days, shorts, cargo pants, 
company polo shirts and loose-fitting button-down, short 
sleeve shirts tends to be the average dress code for roughly 10 
months out of the year here in Florida.
 By using the small clip on the Kydex sheath, I was able 
to easily conceal the Spartan TT inside the waistband opposite 
of my 9mm Glock 19. While most people are content with 
only carrying a folding knife clipped to a pocket, the many 
advantages of having the strength, quickness and ease of one-
handed deployment far out way the difficulties of comfortably 
concealing a fixed blade. In many cases, the strong hand or 
even the firearm are often attacked in close quarter encounters. 
Having a medium sized knife to cut your attacker way is 
imperative. With a fixed blade, there is no lock to fail, pivot 
point to break or complicated method of operations to regularly 
train to overcome with your weak hand only to deploy. 
  The medium length of the Tactical Trout makes a very
  fast tool to draw and put into use. 

 The form fitting sheath hugs the lines of the blade 

and make for a very slim and easy package to carry. The 
ambidextrous molding of the sheath allows for seamless carry 

on either side of the body. The blade could be quickly drawn 
with a clean master grip and just as comfortably in a reverse 
grip set up as well. The blade’s neutral balance really played 
well in practicing strikes as well as in everyday chores from 
slicing ribs apart on the grill to clipping ice apart for the cooler. 
Most impressive about the Spartan Harsey TT was the amount 
of control over the blade its design allowed for. After using the 
knife to debone a chicken, I really saw the full range of the 
knife’s capabilities. I own plenty of so called “tactical knives” 
perfect for cutting assailants, but how many offer the control to 
literally carve them up like a Thanksgiving turkey? 
 While out in the field, testing other equipment in the hot, 
rainy Florida elements, the Tactical Trout came in handy for 
tasks ranging from cutting fishing line and 550 cord to making 
toggles and stakes. I omitted batoning the blade through wood 
to split as other writers often do for a few reasons. One, I had 
a great “go everywhere” camp ax for splitting wood and two, 
it’s not my intent to abuse quality tools for reasons outside of 
their intended design. I’ll save that for those who chose not to 
do their homework on the tools they use and disrespect. Over 
several test sessions working with the blade to prep campsites, 
photo sets and other daily outdoor tasks, I was thoroughly 
convinced the Spartan Harsey TT was a solid utility knife. 

FINAL THOUGHTS
Between Bill Harsey and the co-founders of Spartan Blades, 
Mark Carey and Curtis Iovito, these men have won enough 
awards from the top events in the Blade Industry to fill a knife 
museum. From my time spent with the Tactical Trout aka 
Spartan Harsey TT knife as well as their other collaborations in 
the past, I can fully see why. Since first receiving the knife from 
Spartan Blades, I continue to carry the Spartan Harsey TT as my 
everyday carry fixed blade and have all intentions to do so as 
my attire dictates with the summer months quickly upon us. 
 With an MSRP of US$350 US, this may seem high for those 
use to carrying blades made from inferior materials or lesser 
designs. First consider to the durability and solid construction 
of the Tactical Trout from a designer such as Bill Harsey and 
production by a company such as Spartan Blades, who regularly 
build blades with the intended purpose of saving lives and 
protecting others. Then ask those who balk at the price tag, 
“What is your life worth?”. For me, the answer is simple. 
 Carrying the peace of mind knowing exactly what went 
into the Spartan Harsey TT’s construction is enough to 
continue to carry it to protect myself and loved ones in 
my life mission to “Love and Protect”.  To find out more 
about this knife and other top quality products from 
Spartan Blades, visit them at www.spartanbladesusa.com. 
Until next time, stay safe and keep your blades sharp! 
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ithin the Use of Force Continuum, 
regardless if you are a civilian, 
law enforcement officer or private 
contractor, there are several stages in 
which one operates. These levels are 
determined by factors such as threat 
level, proximately and available 
safety timeline. Sometimes, threats 
can be deal with quickly and quietly 

simply with a command presence, while other times, lethal 
force may be the only eminent option available to save lives 
at the given time such as a mass shooting. Between these two 
extremes lies escalating steps to provide only the force needed 
to remedy the situation. These start with command presence, 
vocal commands and dialogue, empty hands soft (passive wrist 
locks and arm bars), empty hands hard (includes chemical 
agents and strikes), impact weapons (batons, non-lethal 
rounds, flashlights, etc.) and finally, lethal force consisting of 
not only firearms but strikes that can result in death such as 
blows to the head. 
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ASP STEEL AGENT A50 

W
During this year’s “Industry Only” Shooting, Hunting, Outdoor Trade show also known as the SHOT SHOW, 
PMCI Deputy Editor Trampas Swanson met up with Michael Hess of Armament Systems & Procedures, 
better known as ASP. One item of interest that caught his eye specifically among the impressive line of 
new products displayed was their updated baton, the new Steel Agent A50!



As a former Law Enforcement officer and SWAT operator, my 
career was filled with training at every level of the Force 
Continuum and studying the liability resulting in each.  
 Depending on your mission, the rules of engagement 
and operation may vary, but a clear, distinct continuum still 
exist. When operating in covert conditions and possibly “non 
permissive” environments, this continuum may not be as wide 
of a spectrum as the average citizen in a self-defense situation. 
This is when you must be able to recognize the tools you do 
have in your tool box. A command presence and vocal orders 
may not be possible options. 
 In any event, it is standard operating procedure across the 
board not to meet force with equal force but rather reasonably 

increased force higher up on the spectrum. While an unarmed 
assailant may not be subject to immediately being shot under 
most conditions, one wielding a knife or sword may quickly 
become a lead magnet for shooting until the threat has 
permanently stopped. This is where the impact weapon comes 
into heavy favor for most operators and prepared and legally 
qualified civilians alike. While the media as full of stories about 
firearm carrying attackers, there are far more threats in our 
daily lives that are wielding other dangerous objects and ready 
to hurt you. Where legally permissible, the collapsible baton, 
such as that manufactured by ASP is, in my opinion, the perfect 
option for the properly trained civilian, plain clothes detective 
or covert operator. 
 Our brother staff writer and career PMC, Lunchbox put it 
best when he said, “The collapsible baton, such as the ASP, is 
a widely useful tool and much needed update to the age-old 
wooden baton those in more savage times would rely on as a 
control and force option. It is imminently deployable, compact 
and a sound give / take between tool strength and weight in 
composition. When employed properly, it is an easily accessed 
force multiplier when applying control techniques for cuffing 
and restraint, while still retaining its potential as a lethal force 
weapon if an engagement escalates to such levels.”
 Recently, during this year’s “Industry Only” Shooting, 
Hunting, Outdoor Trade show also known as the SHOT SHOW, I 
met up with Michael Hess of Armament Systems & Procedures, 
better known as ASP. For as long as I can remember, ASP has 

been a staple of the law enforcement community not only 
providing top notch batons, but handcuffs, tactical lights, tri-
fold restraints and accessories. I can remember many situations 
in which the ASP baton I carried on duty assisted in saving lives, 
including my own from breaking out a car window to save a 
lady from drowning after driving into the river to subduing a 
narcotics fueled suspect swinging around a broken beer bottle 
attempting to cut anyone near him. Naturally, one item of 
interest that caught my eye specifically among the impressive 
line of new products displayed was their updated baton. The 
new Steel Agent A50 from ASP is an updated version of the 
company’s classic collapsible baton offering more user-friendly 
options for both the professional and civilian user.  
 Aside from being compact and lightweight, it also offered 
a convent grip mounted clip to keep the baton in a readily 
accessible position. When I worked operations in which I was 
wearing civilian clothing such as jeans and a T-shirt, a small 5 
shot revolver or micro Glock 9mm and an ASP baton were all I 
could fit in my pockets along with a pair of handcuffs straddling 
my waistband. Every time I reached in my back pocket to 
deploy my baton to either gain leverage on a suspect’s arm, 
rake a window or strike a pressure point, I would have to fish 
around blindly to find which direction it had shifted. On more 
than one occasion, I have had to retrieve my baton after it had 
fallen out of my back pocket while I was climbing a fence or 
over a barricade. The A50’s repositionable clip really grabbed 
my attention as one of those “Why the Hell haven’t they done 
this before” moments. Needless to say, I requested to have one 
sent for test and evaluation in order to see how the ASP baton 
tech has advanced since my retirement. 
 Despite not carrying a badge every day, I do still carry a gun 
daily as my role as a responsibly armed and licensed concealed 
carry citizen. Aside from writing, I teach civilians personal 
defense, marksmanship, technology and techniques in the 
firearms and protection markets. My former duty carried ASP 
baton still goes everywhere with me sitting at the ready inside 
the driver’s side door pouch of Chevy Suburban. On several 
occasions, I have had to nonchalantly retrieve it while refueling 
my vehicle and undesirable personnel have circled around 
begging for money and simply seeming to take too much 
interest in my activities. Keeping it at the ready in my weak 
hand while my strong hand was free to draw my 9mm Glock 
19 should the situation escalate to that extreme. Thankfully, 
the last time I had to use either level of force at this point was 
in my LEO days, but it is still my mission to always be prepared 
for the worst. 

HANDS ON!
When the Steel Agent A50 arrived at my office a few weeks 
later, it was like meeting an old friend all over again with its 
comfortable 15-ounce heft of an aluminum tubing midsection 
combined with the rock hard 4140 striking surface. Retracted, 
it was roughly the same length as my original baton at 
approximately 9” and fit perfectly in my old duty ASP scabbard. 
 Unlike the original design, four discs inside the baton 
combine to assure not only positive full extension but secure 
lockout once its deployed. Not only can the baton be fully 
extended at the flick of a wrist but covertly with very little 
noticeable motion as well but simply pulling the tip of the 
baton outward. 

SPECIAL: ASP STEEL AGENT A50 



 Also different from the original “button” design striking 
surface, the A50 offers a larger, surface to apply the baton’s 
kinetic impact energy more reliably even with a less than “text 
book” strike. Despite regular certified training, when in stressful 
situations, the smaller original button style striking tip felt as 
hard to pinpoint a nerve cluster as taking a running jump across 
a room to lick a postage stamp on the wall. The new striking tip 
is over four times the original size and much more “forgiving” 
for the user. 
 As easy as the Steel Agent A50 is to deploy and correctly 
use, it is perhaps even more impressive as to how easy it is to 
collapse and return to concealment. By far, my favorite feature 
on the new baton must be the way the baton is collapsed. 
 Until my original ASP baton “broke in”, I distinctly remember 
having to ram the baton vertically downward on the concrete 
or roadway strike tip first to quickly close it. Sometimes this 
worked on the first strike, sometimes it took two or three firm 
strikes to succeed in closure. Carpeted flooring would take a 
beating before complying to help close your ASP. During classes 
in the padded training room, students would do the single file 
line over to the 6” x 6” wood plank used for striking the tip for 
closure.  While this still is the correct “ASP way” of doing things, 
it could be a bit difficult due to the incredible friction locking 
abilities of the baton not to collapse into itself by accident. I 
commend the company for this durability but thoroughly 
applaud their new system. 
 With the A50 baton, correctly collapsing the baton is merely 
a matter of depressing the button which makes up the base of 
the baton’s grip. The first time I discovered this feature while 
examining the baton on the show floor at SHOT, I understand 
the mechanics involved, yet a part of me still felt as if it were 
by some strange voodoo magic. When I showed this feature to 
a couple of my buddies who still serve in law enforcement, I 
was looked upon much like I suspect the first man to introduce 
fire to his tribe may have been. 

 While the traditional Friction lock of the original design is 
still available and still very popular, the newer Talon lock (the 
lock mechanism in the Agent) is getting a lot of well deserved 
attention. are still available The Talon locking mechanism was 
never intended as a replacement for Friction, merely a smart 
alternative. Thankfully, for new officers, operators and civilians 
looking into getting properly trained and carrying these batons, 
the technology is here for them decide for themselves. 
 Over the past few months, the Steel Agent has been with 
my daily whether its riding at arms reach in my truck, tucked 
inside my waistband beside my Glock or in my back pocket 
when out walking around the neighborhood or park with 
family. With the clip positioned towards the rear of the baton’s 
grip, it keeps it accessible in the exact spot every time in order 
to develop muscle memory in drawing it from concealment. 
With working out on a heavy training bag, I can say the A50 
is quick and accurate in pin point striking and its 50 cm reach 
offers the perfect range for my arm length to even the odds on 
opponents with longer arms without having too much baton 
extended out for anyone to grab onto. 
 The original version of the Agent is the all-aluminum 
Airweight model, which continues to be one of ASP’s most 
popular batons. Many “in the know” may also prefer the steel 
construction of the Steel Agent A50 as I do. This was created 
specifically at the request of a major national law enforcement 
entity here in the United States and quickly gaining popularity.  
 The extra heft and rigid construction offer those with 
experience on the classic straight batons, a better piece of mind 
if anything else and for me that’s well worth a few extra ounces 
to carry. Both models are offered in varying extended lengths 
of 30, 40 and 50 cm with an .875 diameter which is slightly 
narrower than the original ASP design for better concealment 
capabilities. 

 Retailing at around US$140, these are NOT the cheap 
Chinese knock offs you find on eBay or your local gun shows. 
 These are high quality, professional grade tools built for 
professionals who depend on them. If your life or the lives 
of others is worth only the best, I highly suggest 
the Steel Agent from ASP. To find out more about 
the A50 and other products from ASP, visit them 
at www.asp-usa.com and find the tool that best 
fits your needs. Until next time, Train Hard and 
Continue the Fight! 
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www.cropscoffee.com 

‘A Tactical Blend’ 
Our mission: 

As a veteran own company it is our mission to donate from our profits to 
Military and Law-Enforcement charities, we are dedicated in supporting 

those who support us. 

 

Here at CROPS Coffee we are deploying two tactical blends onto the ground. 

 

‘The Colombian’ 
This specialty grade Colombian is classified Supremo, a medium bodied coffee 

with fruity undertones, a well-balanced cup. It is a delicious coffee with 
character and hearty aroma. 

 
 

‘The Brazillian’ 
This is a Brazilian Santos coffee which has a medium body yields a low acidity, 

with an amazing aroma it is the perfect coffee whatever time of the day. 
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Pushed for time or short of cash to buy ammo? Training at home has never been simpler, safer or more cost-
effective than with the systems offered by Laser Ammo. Bill gets hands on with the iMTTS and the LaserPETII 
elements and comes away very impressed!

egular firearms training can be a difficult thing 
to pull off can’t it? Unless you are lucky enough 
to have access to some form of home range 
(unlikely unless you’re a millionaire!) or private 
land with a safe backstop that you can access 
easily then heading to the range regularly can 
be a difficult thing. With ammo prices as they 
are there’s also the element of cost to factor in, 
and if you’re going to train effectively to keep 

those hard-earned shooter skills up to snuff, then you’re going to 
be laying down a wad of cash.
 I do try to get to my local club range at least two or three 
times a month, but the pressures of working life combined with  
a commitment to family time sometimes means that this goes 
by the wayside. Also as I live in the UK the chance to train with 
anything other than a .22LR semi-auto carbine is extremely rare, 
and although my club has regular visits to local military ranges 
for larger calibre shoots, these opportunities are even more rare, 
and largely limited to static prone bolt-action or “straight pull” 
disciplines.
 Now in my mind, any shooting practice is a good thing, but 
the realities are that I am never able to do as much as I would 
like, and the chance to run proper tactical drills with carbine and 
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pistol are totally non-existent unless I travel overseas! To this end I 
am always in search of new tools to add to my “training toolbox”, 
especially those that will let me train regularly and above all safely 
at home. I try to spend at least 20 minutes each day just working 
on my handgun draw, magazine changes and transitions which is 
all well and good, but the chance to train with anything other than 
“static systems” is hard to come by.
 This has changed though! In May I took myself along to the 
Northern Shooting Show in the UK, which although generally a 
more “sporting/hunting” kind of event nonetheless draws shooters 
of all types from around the UK. I was invited by my good friends 
at Scott Country International (www.scottcountry.co.uk) to visit their 
stand to try out a new training system from Laser Ammo that they 
are rolling out here, and my curiosity was genuinely piqued by the 
“teasers” that Paul there kept sending me.
 Now laser training systems and concepts are nothing new, and 
many of us will have had access to them before, but in general 
they tend to be quite cumbersome, requiring a lot of space and a 
dedicated training area. What Laser Ammo do with their training 
systems is to distil things down to a very usable, and indeed user-
friendly, package.
 First and foremost, and most importantly to us, the team at 
Laser Ammo are shooters. Laser Ammo is owned and operated 
by Israeli and US Military veterans who are dedicated to providing 
serious training to serious people. Their technical team works hard 
to bring users the most advanced training technology and highest 
quality available with one singular goal: creating better shooters.
 Among Laser Ammo users are military units, law enforcement 
agencies, NRA instructors, and thousands of private firearms owners 
around the world. People who own guns want to learn to shoot 
them faster and more accurately, people just like you and I. Laser 
Ammo state clearly that:

• We will always feature the newest and most advanced 
technology.
• We will always provide the best value while maintaining the 
highest quality.
• We are here to listen, guide, and assist you in every way we can.
• We look to inspire and be inspired by our customers.

• We will stand behind our products with a money-back guarantee.

Accuracy with a firearm is affected by a large number of factors, 
including your body position and how you hold the weapon. Virtually 
every part of your body is involved in providing a stable shooting 
platform and proper alignment of the weapon sight with your eyes. 
 Dry fire training involves developing the “muscle memory” that 
makes assuming the correct shooting position into an automatic 
process, just as practice serves in any sport. And because the skill of 
shooting is perishable, dry fire training is ideal since it can be done 
on a regular basis without needing to visit a shooting range. 
 With firearms all of the Laser Ammo systems work with the 
SureStrike laser cartridge which is an all metal jacketed (stainless 
steel), glass (not plastic) eye safe laser. It’s a high quality, precision 
made device that will last for years. Using available adapters, it 
may be used in a variety of pistols without need to buy another 
SureStrike. It is designed specifically for Dry Fire training. SureStrike 
simulates firing a live round, but unlike real rounds the SureStrike 
actually gets cheaper to use the longer you use it. 
 After the warrantied 5,000 shots are used, only the Action Cap 
is replaced and you can continue shooting for pennies a shot. 
 SureStrike is SAFE; when it is loaded according to the instructions, 
it is impossible to load a live round and a Red Safety Nut shows 
you it’s installed. The SureStrike adapter system allows you to work 
with a variety of calibres by applying different adapters and caps to 
the same cartridge which saves you money. Laser Ammo also offer 
kits that include a pre-selected popular variety of calibre adapters 
for one low price. You can improve your shooting skills using your 
firearm of choice so the weight, balance, feel, and all unique 
characteristics will be the same as when used in live shooting.

“6MM TRAINING”
Sadly again where I live it’s not possible to own a handgun legally, 
so the SureStrike system alone is a “no starter” for me. 
 But that’s where the Laser Ammo have really stolen a march on 
the competition, understanding restrictions to shooters and tailoring 
their products accordingly, looking to the needs of users worldwide!
I am certain that we’d all be in agreement that there is no 
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replacement for live ammo training. Coming back to my opening 
comments though, live ammo training has a few disadvantages: a 
range day is expensive and not all of us can afford it on a regular 
enough basis, you cannot train force-on-force (team against 
team) with live ammo, in most cases, it is hard to work on your 
holstering with live ammo, and unless you are military or SWAT 
you cannot do any tactical / combat type training outdoors with 
your own firearms.
 Using the SureStrike laser training system is one way to use 
your own firearms for all of the above mentioned drills, but by 
using 6mm airsoft replicas you will benefit from other advantages 
over and above regular dry fire training. Given the adverse 
reactions of many to the use of “airsoft” as a complementary part 
of firearms training I was very pleasantly surprised at the IWA show 
in Germany earlier this year to hear it being actively and openly 
discussed; whilst the term “airsoft” has often been shunned by 
the “professional user” the transition to the description “6mm 
Training” appears to be an acceptable alternative… it seems as 
with many things it’s all about the wording!

 If you look closely though, as many of the “real deal” firearms 
manufacturers undoubtedly have, the airsoft market has the 
closest authentic designs of actual weapons used by professional 
shooters, military, and Law Enforcement; the fact that Glock is now 
producing its own 6mm models under strict licence, and that SIG 
have pulled creation of their 6mm models “in house” indicates 
to me that this area is being taken far more seriously than ever 
before. More and more shooters, and indeed trainers, find airsoft 
replicas a great solution to maintain and perfect their shooting 
skills for a fraction of the price of live ammo while being able to 
train outdoors with (and against) training partners for a combative 
scenario. 6mm airsoft training for force-on-force is becoming 
increasingly common for military and Law Enforcement, and it is 
becoming more and more popular among shooters generally.
 Paul at Scott Country kindly provided my with two Laser 
Ammo items that would set me up, the REAL CONVERSION KIT and 
the LA FLASH. The Recoil Enabled Airsoft Laser (R.E.A.L) Conversion 
Kit includes a replacement drop in barrel that converts your 6mm 
pistol, together with the vibration activated SureStrike cartridge 
to a laser emitting full blowback training pistol to simulate a real 
firearm. The LA FLASH is a high-end CNC machined flash hider 
adapter that replaces the stock flash hider/muzzle device on any 
“off the shelf” airsoft rifle and carbine. Add the SureStrike vibration 
cartridge to the adapter and you can immediately start training!
 Whilst the display unit at the “Northern” was the excellent 
Laser Ammo “Smokeless Range”, which is a marksmanship and 
judgmental simulator for home, office or department use (and 
is perfect as a training tool to train for Use of Force, concealed 
carry, personal protection and police qualification as well as for 
competitive shooters to train for IPSC, Fast Draw and more!) it 
still requires a pretty hefty investment along with a dedicated “no 
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sunlight” training area, laptop, projector and screen to use properly.
 It is undoubtedly a superb training tool, and whiles one of the 
“shoot/no shoot” video scenarios certainly impressed me greatly, 
I was searching for something that is simple and usable in more 
dymanic training scenarios. It was at that stage that I was introduced 
to the LaserPETII (Personal Electronic Target) and the iMTTS (Interactive 
Multi Target training System).
 The LaserPET II is an advanced laser activated reactive target 
that will dramatically enhance your shooting skills with immediate 
feedback for each shot. The LaserPET II allows any level of shooter to 
train at their own pace, and customisze their training routine, with six 
interactive training programs that will Improve any shooter response 
and draw time, accuracy, reloads and much more.

  The LaserPETII features:
• Six interactive training programs
• Shot Timer for up to 6 hits
• Score display in Split or Elapsed Time
• User defined settings for sound, delay, shot number and more 
• Bright 4 Digit Numeric Led Display
• Flash and Sound feedback for each shot
• Compatible with Red AND IR SureStrikeTM lasers (SureStrikeTM 
Laser NOT included)
• For Indoor & Shaded Outdoor Use
• Changeable Hit Zone Size From 0.5” To 1.8“
• Battery power level indicator

The Interactive Multi Target Training System lets you simulate different 
training drills such as IPSIC / IPDA / Steel plate / home defence 
/ tactical shooting with the most advanced electronic target in the 
market. You can choose the package that best fits your training needs 
with 1, 3 or 5 targets, and all sets come with 4 different target cards 
and 5 different modes. Once set up all targets can communicate with 
each other for multipurpose training, with no need for a laptop or any 
other device; you simply position them around a room, turn them on, 
choose the mode and start shooting.

 Whilst the LaserPETII is undoubtedly a superb training aid, which 
I have to admit I enjoyed immensely and found immediate benefit 
from, it’s the iMMTS that really took my fancy, and that personally I 
found had the most versatility and “real world” application for the 
tactical shooter. With my 6mm pistol and carbine set up with the 
REAL kit and the LA FLASH (both models being full travel slide/bolt 
gas driven with full functionality) I was able to get into training mode 
swiftly and effectively. 
 After programming the individual targets and getting into the 
groove with them I had a friend place them randomly around my 
house, stressing points of ingress and potential “choke points”. I was 
then able to move from floor to floor, and room to room, engaging 
potential “threats” when I encountered them, transitioning from 
primary to secondary, and running all my usual manipulation drills 
in a more “real time” scenario. Although this is perfect for general 
tactical training and running home defence scenarios it also strikes 
me that being so portable it may way have a useful application for 
those deploying overseas on a job, allowing you to run ship-board or 
compound defence drills without needing to go live and damaging 
any structures!
 Whilst the whole conversation around “6mm training” still needs 
to be had more thoroughly, and it’s certainly an area I intend to 
address in fullness at a later date, the combination of airsoft replicas 
with a proved and trusted training system such as that offered by 
Laser Ammo seems to be an absolute winner to me. It’s a “one time” 
purchase where the initial price will be thoroughly outweighed by 
the long term benefits, it’s easy to setup and use which means that 
you’ll train more, and of course it’s 100% safe. In addition to live fire 
training I see the Laser Ammo system being one of those tools that 
you really can’t afford to be without!
 My thanks got to Scott Country International (www.scottcountry.
co.uk) for the loan of the system used in T&E, and for 
more information please go to www.laser-ammo.se 
for Europe and www.laser-ammo.com in the USA
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In the PMCI offices both in the UK and the USA we always seem to be getting ready for something; training, 
the range, or simply just a photoshoot! This time Andy Nightingale shows us a tried and tested method for 
being ready for any situation.

ow many times have you turned up for a 
good old fight and found that you have left 
something at base? Perhaps there’s a new 
piece of kit that you wanted to try out or 
maybe something more important such as 
your BUG or NVG. There have been many times 
that people have not forgotten items of battle 
importance but more trivial things like straps 
missing off vests, weapon slings and even 

forgetting to charge batteries or even batteries altogether. 
This is all down to bad personal admin. To squaddies, personal 
admin is one of the most important parts of winning battles 
and more importantly staying alive. 
 To a true warrior personal admin is the number one 
guarantee that you are organised and prepared for the tasks 
that you will face in the heat of battle. Personal admin dose 
not only lend itself to the battle field but also to the rest of the 
“Toms” life for it is this that sets them apart from all others. In 
this article I want to go over the main points or personal admin 

in the field before going into battle. This admin is also known 
as Battle Preparation.
 Battle Preparation is designed to enable you, the ground 
pounder, to ensure that nothing is forgotten and that everything 
you carry works. As with most things in the British military 
battle preparation it is remembered by using a pnemonic. 
 This pnemonic is PAWPERSO. Remembering what each 
letter in PAWPERSO stands for will help you to prepare for battle 
without finding out that you have forgotten something or have 
weapons and kit malfunction when the heat is on and the lead 
starts flying in your direction. 
 Battle Preparation should be done in plenty of time for the 
next fight. As soon as you have received your orders, prepare 
for battle using PAWPERSO and you will be ready for the 
next battle without having to run around at the last minute 
panicking and wondering if you have got everything. To have 
good personal admin and be ready for the next Op you should 
use PAWPERSO to be able to be ready for battle as soon as 
possible.
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P – Protection
You may not be in a safe place or in a harbour area when preparing 
for battle so it is important that the section or group is protected 
at all time with all round defence. One half of the group should 
provide protection whilst the other half prepares for battle. This is 
also known in the triad as the “buddy-buddy system”.

A – Ammunition
When it comes down to ammunition we need to make sure that 
we have the right ammo calibres and plenty of it. We also need 
to make sure that we have a constant supply when needed. 
 Obtaining the right, and even decent ammunition in some 
places, can be a task in itself. We do however need to make 
sure that the ammunition is clean, of a good quality and easily 
dispensable. One of the biggest problems caused by ammo is 
that it can rattle when we move. This is a big no-no as the noise 
will give our positions away. But ammunition does not mean just 
rounds. We should also include any flash bangs and grenades that 
we may be carrying. These need to be kept in a safe condition 
and in a pouch that is easily accessible. It is also a good idea to 
waterproof any ignition fuses on grenades and flash bangs.
W – Weapons
Weapons should be clean and serviceable at all times. This means 
testing weapon systems, on the range if possible, before going 
into battle. There have been many time that I have witnessed 
a weapon going down just at the time when it’s needed most 
due to neglect. Make sure that all magazines are clean and 
serviceable and any optics you may have fitted have fresh 
batteries and spares are carried. Also check that any bolt on kit is 

secure, such as lights. This also means that your weapon system 
should be zeroed as well.
P – Personal Camouflage
If you’re in a rural area personal camouflage is important not just 
in battle but also throughout the patrol. Make the most of your 
surroundings and make sure that you re fit any camouflage that 
falls off and change it when the terrain changes. Concealment 
also falls into this category. Make the most of what you have at 
your disposal such as shade and darkened areas, but remember 
camouflage is concealment and so won’t stop rounds.
E – Equipment
Your webbing or assault vest and body armour is your equipment. 
 Make sure that you have all the kit you need including water 
and food. Your kit should be clean and serviceable meaning that 
it is in good shape. Make sure that all pouches are secure and 
nothing rattles when you move around. Make sure also that you 
can access all the important pouches when you need the things 
needed to win the fight, such as ammo pouches, batteries and 
other back up weapon systems. Any repairs should be made as 
soon as possible even if this is in the field. From past experience 
I now carry cable ties as I have been able to make repairs in the 
field to my kit with these (and don’t forget the duct tape! Ed).
R – Radios
More and more teams are using radios these days so it is important 
that you should include radios in your battle preparation. You 
should test all radios that are to be used on the patrol. Make sure 
that you have the correct frequencies and channels before you 
move off and also any time changes. Radios should be mounted 
in a secure place on one’s person that affords easy access should 
you need to, but also in a position that keeps the radio safe from 
any damage during the Op. Spare batteries should be carried at 
all times and call signs should be noted. Radio checks should also 
be made prior to moving out.
S – Specialist Equipment
This may not be relevant to most patrols but it should be included 
in the PAWPERSO battle preparation. Any equipment that is not 
carried as standard kit is classed as specialised kit. Make sure 
that you have the right kit and that it is clean and serviceable and 
that you know how to use it. Also make note of who is carrying it 
and where in the section or group it is. Such specialist equipment 
may include ladders, radios, ropes, medical kit, and specialist 
tools and weapons.
O – Orders
This is one of the most over looked areas of preparation. You 
should attend all orders and make sure that you understand 
them fully. This includes any safety details. If you don’t have 
the relevant training or experience now is the time to make it 
known. Always ask questions if you do not understand what is 
expected of you. All battles have orders of how the task should be 
undertaken, so a full understanding of the task in hand is a must 
for a successful patrol.
 The use of PAWPERSO is the easiest way to prepare for battle 
for the infantry soldier or contractor on the ground and it can be 
used to great success for any combative situation. It is easy to 
follow and will enable you to overcome your duties if you are fully 
prepared for the forthcoming events. It ensures that you 
have everything that you need when you need it and 
that it works and nothing is left behind or malfunctions 
in the field.
Stay safe.
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MASTERS OF MAYHEM:  
LAWRENCE OF ARABIA AND 
THE BRITISH MILITARY MISSION 
TO THE HEJAZ

Every so often you stumble across a book purely by accident that 
turns out to be that absolute gem that you can’t work out why 
you’ve never read before! At a recent event I happened to run 
into Connor from Casemate Publishing and whilst chatting to him 
a new title offered by them really caught my eye.
 In fairness it was the combination of the striking cover image 
of Rolls Royce armoured cars accompanied by the tagline “The 
Seeds of British Special Operations” that really piqued my curiosity. 
 Like many of you I have read and studied “The Seven Pillars 
of Wisdom” (the autobiographical account of the experiences of 
British soldier T. E. Lawrence while serving as a liaison officer with 
rebel forces during the Arab Revolt against the Ottoman Turks of 
1916 to 1918), but “Masters of Mayhem” looked to be chock 
full of more information on a very specific part of “Lawrence of 
Arabia’s” war, and I was not to be disappointed.
 Strike where the enemy is weakest and melt away into the 
darkness before he can react. Never confronting a stronger force 
directly, but willing to use audacity and surprise to confound and 
demoralize an opponent. Operations driven by good intelligence, 
area knowledge, mobility, speed, firepower, and detailed planning 
and executed by a few specialists with indigenous warriors - this 
is unconventional warfare. T. E. Lawrence was one of the earliest 
practitioners of modern unconventional warfare. His tactics and 
strategies were used by men like Mao and Giap in their wars of 
liberation. Both kept Lawrence’s “Seven Pillars of Wisdom” close 
at hand. 
 “Masters of Mayhem” however looks in depth at the creation 
of the HEDGEHOG force, the formation of armoured car sections 
and other units, and focuses the Hejaz Operations Staff, the Allied 
officers and men who took Lawrence’s idea and prosecuted it 
against the Ottoman Turkish army assisting Field Marshal Allenby 
to achieve victory in 1918. Lawrence states in his “27 Articles” 
(his classic set of guidelines on military leadership in the Middle 
East) that “The Hejaz confounds ordinary tactics”  and “Masters” 
goes some way to provide an understanding of why this was and 
how the Allied forces at the time set about developing a new 
style of warfare to cope with it.
 James Stejskal is a former US Army Special Forces soldier 
who served on special operations in many “interesting places” 
worldwide before retiring as a Chief Warrant Officer 4. He was then 
recruited by the Central Intelligence Agency to serve again as a 

senior Case Officer in 
Africa, Europe, and 
the Far East before 
finally retiring from 
active service and 
th is  background 
really shows in his 
understanding of the 
place, the conditions 
encountered, the 
men, and the tactics.
 Do not expect 
a dry account of 
simply “who did 
what , to whom, 
when, and with 
what” but instead 
journey into the 
hearts and minds 
of the soldiers on 
the ground who 
unknowingly really did set the seeds for what we know now as 
Combined Arms Operations, integrating different combat arms to 
achieve mutually complementary effects on the battle space.
 I have to say that I found “Masters” to be an utterly fascinating 
read from start to finish, even learning more of the “geo-politik” 
of the region along the way, and Stejskal concludes with an 
examination of how HEDGEHOG influenced special operations 
and unconventional warfare, including Field Marshal Wavell, the 
Long Range Desert Group, and David Stirling’s SAS! 
 If you truly desire to look at how “thinking outside the box” 
worked in a very practical way, and led to some of the tactical 
concepts we hold as gospel today, then reading this gripping book 
is a must!

Author: James Stejskal
Hardcover: 304 pages with numerous photographs and 
maps
Publisher: Casemate Publishers
Language: English
ISBN-10: 1612005748
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Advanced Security Protection
http://www.advancedsecurityprotection.com/

AKE Group
http://www.akegroup.com/

Ambrey Risk
http://www.ambreyrisk.com

Antipirates.Org
http://www.antipirates.org/

APPDS
http://www.appds.co.uk/

Aquatic Marine Ltd
http://www.aquaticmarineltd.com

Protect Asia Group
http://www.protectasia.com/

Secopex
http://www.secopex.com/

Aspida
http://www.aspida.org/

Associated Risk Maritime Risk Management
http://www.associated-risks.com

Bancroft Maritime Security Solutions
http://www.maritimesecuritysolutions.co.uk

Bechtel Corporation
http://www.bechtel.com/

Black Pearl
http://www.blackpearlmaritimesecurity.com/

Blackstone Consultancy
http://www.blackstoneconsultancy.com;

Blue Hackle
http://www.bluehackle.com/

Blue Waters Partners Global
http://www.preparedex.com/

BP Global
http://www.bp.com/

Britam Defence
http://www.britamdefence.com/

British Maritime Solutions
http://britishmaritimesolutions.com

BW Offshore
http://www.bwoffshore.com/

Calibre International Security
http://www.calibre-international.com/

Chilport
http://www.chilport.co.uk/

Chiron Resources
http://www.chironresources.com

Clearwater Special Projects
http://www.bodyguarding.co.uk/

Control Risks
http://www.control-risks.com

Decatur Maritime Security
http://www.decaturms.com/



Drum Cussac
http://www.drum-cussac.com/Index.aspx

Dryad Maritime
http://www.dryadmaritime.com/

Edinburgh International
http://www.edinburghint.com/home/

Elite Maritime Protection Services
http://www.elitemaritimeprotection.com

EOS Risk Management
https://www.eosrisk.com/

Erus Maritime
http://www.erusrisk.com

Espada
http://www.espadaservices.com

Ex Military Recruitment
https://www.exmil.co.uk

Exploration Logistics Group
http://www.frontiermedex.com/

G4S Maritime
http://www.g4s.uk.com

Genesis Security Group
http://genesissecurity.com/

Global Executive Outreach
http://www.geo-ops.com/

Global Risk Security
http://www.globalrisksecurity.

co.uk/

Global Solace
http://www.solaceglobal.com/

Global Strategies Group
http://www.globalgroup.com/

Grail Security
http://www.grail.co.za

Halliburton
http://www.halliburton.com/en-USage

Halogen Security
http://www.halogensecurity.com/

Hart Maritime
http://www.hartsecurity.com

Hill & Associates
http://www.hillassoc.com

HP TerraMarine International
http://www.hpterramarine.com/

Hudson Trident
http://hudsonanalytix.com

ICTS
http://www.icts.co.uk

IMSA Ltd
http://www.imsaltd.com/

International Executive Recruiting
http://www.iernetwork.com

International Maritime Security
http://www.intmarsec.co.uk

International Maritime Security
http://www.intmarsec.co.uk/

International Security Network
http://www.isn.eu.com

ISC Gulf
http://www.iscgulf.com/

ISSG Sea Marshalls
http://www.issg-seamarshals.com/
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Janusian Risk Advisory Group
http://www.riskadvisory.net/
Kroll
http://www.kroll.com/
Longmoor Group
http://www.longmoor-security.com
Lotus Maritime Security
http://www.lotusmaritime.com
Lotus Projects
http://www.lpyemen.com
Maersk
http://www.maersk.com/pages/default.aspx
Magregor Protection Services
http://macgregorprotectionservices.com

March Security
www.marchsecurity.com
Maritime Risk International
http://www.maritimeriskinternational.com/
Marsec
http://www.marsec.eu.com
MAST
http://www.mast-commercial.com
McRoberts Maritime Security
http://www.mcrobertsmaritime.com/
Merchant Maritime Warfare Centre
http://www.mmwc.org/
Minimal Risk
http://www.minimalrisk.co.uk/
MSS
http://www.mss-uk.com

MTResolution
http://www.mtresolution.com/
MUSC
http://www.sps-global.com
Naval Guards
http://www.navalguards.com
Neptune Security
http://www.neptunemaritimesecurity.com/
NNK Group
https://www.nnkcorporation.com
NYA International
http://www.nyainternational.com
Ocean Marshalls
http://www.oceanmarshalls.com

Ocean Protective Services
http://oceanprotectionservices.com
Oceaneering International
http://www.oceaneering.com/
Olchon
http://www.olchon.co.uk/
Olive Group
http://www.olivegroup.com/
Orchid Security
http://www.orchid-office.com/
Oxberry Risk Strategies
http://www.oxberryrisk.com/maritime_services
Pilgrim Group
http://www.pilgrimsgroup.com
Pilgrim Security
http://www.pilgrimsgroup.com



Pistris
http://www.pistris.com/Index.html

Protect Asia Group
http://www.protectasia.com/

PVI Ltd
http://www.pviltd.com/

Raven Special Projects Ltd
http://www.ravenspecialprojects.com

Red Cell Security
http://www.redcellsecurity.co.uk

Redfour-MSS
http://www.redfour-group.com

Saladin Security Group
http://www.saladin-security.com/

Saladin Security
http://www.saladin-security.com/

Salama Fikira
http://www.salamafikira.com/

SMS
www.specialistmarineservices.com

Tor International
http://www.torinternational.com/

Trojan Securities International
http://www.trojansecurities.com/

Orchid Security
http://www.orchid-office.com/

Blackstone Consultancy
http://www.blackstoneconsultancy.com/

Pilgrim Group
http://www.pilgrimsgroup.com/

Maritime Risk International
http://www.maritimeriskinternational.com/

International Maritime Security
http://www.intmarsec.co.uk/

Raven Special Projects Ltd
http://www.ravenspecialprojects.com/

Salamanca Risk Management
http://www.salamancarm.com

Sea Marshalls Ltd UK
http://www.seamarshals.com

SEAL
http://www.sealsecurity.com/

Securescot
http://www.securescot.com

Securewest International
http://www.securewest.com/

Security Networking Events
http://snespecialprojects.com/

Security Networking Events
http://snespecialprojects.com/

Securoquest
http://www.securoquest.co.za

Shield Risk Consulting
http://www.shield.eu/services/maritime-security/

Shipguard
http://www.mss-uk.com

SMS
www.specialistmarineservices.com

SPS
http://www.sps-global.com

Tactical Intel
http://www.tacticalintel.com/

Thalassic
http://www.thalassic.co.uk/

Tor International
http://www.torinternational.com/

Torcuss
http://www.torcuss.co.za/

Triskle TSL
http://www.triskelservices.com

Triton Security
http://www.tritoninternationalltd.com

Trojan Securities
http://www.trojansecurities.com

Veritas International
http://www.veritas-international.com/
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