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IF YOU CAN’T CARRY A GUN, THESE TOP-NOTCH
DEFENDERS WILL HAVE YOUR BACK

BY KAREN HUNTER

Let's assume you've decid-
ed to toke your protection into
your own hands. That means
you've eormed your concealed-
carry license, attended some
training courses and now pack
heat discreetly wherever you go
to keep yourself and your loved
onas sofe. But there are some
ploces thot prohibit firearms,
including post offices, schools
ond most federal buildings
S0 how do we maintain our
vigilonce when we aren't oble
to have our fireorms? How do
wa protect ourselves while wa're
ot schoal or even on a road
trip when we enter o stote thot
doesn't ollow concealed carry?
First, do your homework
and know the lows in your area

os well as those in neighbor-
ing states. But the onswer will
often ba to opt for something
“less lethal” Although these
devices aond tools aren't exootly
idenl, something is always bet-
ter than nothing

= STILL ARMED

The morket is flooded with less-
lethal products, many cloiming
to be the most effective. Some
even oloim to be the ultimate
lifesoving devica, which couldm’t
be further from the truth. “Less
lethal® meons it won't necessor-
ily toke o life, so ot best, these
devices will only buy you some
tirma to escape If you know how
to use them properly. That's
why training with less-lethal

“ASP is probably best known
for its expandable batons.”

forms of protection is so cru-
ciol, and your best option is to
find o company thot offers da-
fensive products os well os the
troining to hondle them. This
brings us to ASP, which offers
less-lethol tools ond training
for low enforcemant officers os
well as ewvilians.

For mare thon four decodes,
ASP has been "protecting those
who protect.” The company
has o single-minded focus on
praviding low enforcemeant
with exceptionol tools to ossist
in their doily duties. ASP also
hos a solid training division to
provide professionol instrug-
tion in the use of its gear. ASP
products ore found in more
thon 100 countries worldwide,

ond it is easily one of the most
recognizoble componles in the
self-defense industry.

ASP is probably best known
for its expondable batons.
These utilitarian impoct and
control devices have become
standord pieces of low enforce-
ment eguipment worldwide, In
fact, they ve become so well
known that "ASP" is now used
to describe pretty much oy
baton used In the low enforce-
ment arena. The company
currently offers more thon 60
different baton versions, with
one to fit pretty much any
opplicotion, ASP also mokes o
voriaty of other items, includ-
ing restraints, floshlights,
oleoresin copsicum [OC) sproy
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ond training tools. ASP also
provides nearly $2 million in
troining to low enforcement
officers each yeor ot no cost

to the agencies. This training is
considered the gold stondard
whan It comes to using botons,
restroints and flashlights.

m AGENT
CONCEALABLE BATON
Recently, | wos fortunote to
hove ASP provide me with

o smoll cross-section of its
products to test and evaoluate
for this article. One of tha items
wos the Agent Concealable
Baton. This particular modael

is the "Airweight” version that
extends to 40 centimeters and
incorporotes o 4140 steel strik-
ing surfooe. The forged 7075-
TE aluminum middle shaft and
handle are precisely machined
while the Crossteo grip has fine
knurling for traction.

While it's smoll, this boton
has the form, fit and striking
potentiol of o duty boton. The
Agent's reduced diometer and
low-profile grip make it aosy to
conceol inside your woistband,
for exomple. The Mexus clip
can be odjusted to a variety of
positions olong the handle to
gnhonce the baton's conceal-

ment or drow speed. Finally, os
with all ASP Talon Loc botons,
the Agent retrocts with o
simple push on the end cop.

m SAFETY SET

Another great choice for
civilions is the Safety Set. This
personal-protection solution
combines three proven tools in
on eosy-to-corry system The
first tool is the Palm Defender,
whieh can disabla evan the
strongest ottocker with police-
grade OC sproy roted at 2 mil-
lion Seowville heat units. Than

there's the Sapphire, o small, re-

chargeable LED flashlight that

ASP offers dozens of less-lethal
tools, including expondable
batons like the eosy-to-conceal
Agent, to help you protect
yourself wherever you go.

helps you see ond be seen, ond
tha piercingly loud Alert Whistle
mokes sure you're heord, too.
All three elements attoch to

tha included neck lanyard with
o breakowoy clip for odded
safety. The Sofety Sat is o
must-hove product for students,
commuters, outdoor fitness en-
thusiosts and rovelers. The kit
includes a micro USB charging
odopter for the Sopphire light
and a replocement OC insert for
the Polm Defender,

= KEY DEFENDER
Troditional chemical irritonts
ora little more thon spacially
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looded sproy cons. Availoble
in o few differant sizes, ASP
Defenders incorporate pro-
prietory valves ond patented
OC dispensing mechonisms.
Eoch model is precisely
machined from oerospace-
grode oluminum and solid
bross, and the entire unit

is O-ring sealed. Discharg-
ing the system requires two
seporote and distinct operg-
tions to disengoge the safety
ond activote the insert. Both
OC and inert training Inserts
are available, and | find the
latter to be super helpful
The Key Defender offers six
05-second bursts and has
on effective ronge of 5 feet

= DOT USB

One of ASP's handiest flash-
lights is the Dot USB. This
high-end, high-performance
ilumination tool is monufao-
tured in the same woy os the
company’s full-sized toctical
lights, but it's small enough
to corry on o key chain. it's
mochined from 6061-TG
perospoce-grade aluminum
ond finished with durabla
hordooot anodizing. Inside
oré pramium componants,
including o Cree XPG2 LED
gold-ploted connectors and

“For more than four decades,
ASP has been ‘protecting

those who protect.”

an opticol gloss lens. Twist
the bezel clockwise to turn
the Dot USE on, countanclock-
wize to turn it off, and further
counterclockwise to expose
the micre USB charging port
and chorge status light.

= XT DF

If you're looking for something
a little more substantial, |
would suggest the XT DF. This
light hos o maximum bright-
ness of B00 lumens, but you
caon also progrom o second-
ary setting ot 15, 60 or 150

lumens, plus constant-on or

Simply twist the bezal
open to octivote program-
ming made, tap through the
levels until you reach your
chosen setting ond twist the
bazel closed to lock it in. A
three-position selector on
the tail cop allows you to
choose between constont-
on or strobing mode.

Using ASP's "Dual-Fuel”
technology, the light con run
on the included recharge-
able 18650 battery or two
CR123A botteries. ASP olso
includes o toctical cose for
the XT DF as well. The com-

strobing modes. TER

Everything is
controlled via o
single pressure el
switch on the tall ]
caop. Just press iy
once to ootivote iy
the primary/ .
maox setting

and twice to
activate tha usear-
progrommed
secondary mode.

B pony describes
the coseosa
“protection,
portotion ond
prasanto-
tion” solution

i

1. Key Defender
2. XT OF
3. Dot USB

&, ASP lithium botteries

designed for its demanding
low enforcemant users. It not
only carries the flashlight but
also turng it into o hands-
free illumination tool with 12
different carrying positions,

= LITHIUM BATTERIES
Finally, I think it's worth
nating that ASP even hos its
own line of lithium CR1234
botteries. ASP's lithium cells
incorponate a positive-
temperoture coefficient (FTC)
protection circult and sofety
vent The system prevents
the battery from overheoting
or dischorging too rapidly.
Since lithium batteries are
the internotional stondard
for powering toctical lighting
products, ASP's offerings in
this orena ore o mojor perk to
those of us who use toctical
lights every doy.

As you con sea, ASP iz o
top provider of less-lethal
protection products. The
company s police-grada
products ond training will
help you feel more confident

an the mean streats. For
more info, visit osp-
LS 0.COMm. PDW
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