
Instruction Manual 

Genesis® Artist Colors 

U.S. Patent 5,700,858. Patent pending worldwide. 

Welcome to a new experience in painting! This guide will help you become familiar 
with the unique features and benefits of Genesis® Artist Colors.  

Brief Overview - Not Oil or Acrylic  

Genesis® Artist Colors are a new paint 
chemistry, called "Heat Set Artist Oils." 
Genesis is an artist quality fine-art paint that 
is ready to apply without repeated pre-mixing 
and will not dry until you are ready; then it 
dries very quickly.  

Genesis® Artist Colors offer fine control in 
mixing, blending and application, and can be 
worked in many states without the addition of 
mediums. They are very similar to oil paints 
in feel, opacity and translucence. We 
encourage you to experiment with your style 
to achieve the desired effect. 

Genesis® Artist Colors stay wet until heated, making them more convenient than oils 
or acrylics. The paint will not dry when left in the open on a non-porous surface. It is 
important to use a glass or other non-porous surface such as china, polished marble 
or porcelain for your palette. 

Background  

Oil colors have been available to artists for five centuries. Recent decades brought 
the advent of acrylics and alkyds. Watercolors evolved from temporary weak paints 
to having longevity never before dreamed possible. The latest advancement is 
Genesis® Artist Colors Heat Set Artist Oils. 

Developed and patented by professional artists, Genesis® Artist Colors offer the look 
and feel of traditional oils without the drying time restrictions, toxicity and odor. 
Genesis® Artist Colors contain a heat activated curing agent that allows for on-
demand drying. 

However, since they are a completely new medium, in spite of the similarities to 
regular oils, they also have special characteristics of which the artist can take 
advantage. 



Properties 

Unlike regular oil paint, which typically uses air dry oils such as linseed oil, Genesis 
Oil Paint uses a Heat-Set Polymer instead. This particular Polymer only sets when 
heated. Genesis Oil Paints are not compatible with regular oils paints and are also 
not water soluble. Only use Genesis Mediums and Varnishes with Genesis Paints.  

(Drying normally refers to evaporation taking place, such as in watercolour paint 
when the water evaporates leaving the painting dry.  So, instead of using the term 
drying in this document when we refer to Genesis Heat-Set Paint, we use the term 
“set”, or “setting”, instead, as this term is more commonly used when a chemical 
reaction takes place. Also sometimes referred to as “curing”) 

Regular Oil or Acrylic paint is Air-Dry and therefore requires being stored in tubes. 
As Genesis does not dry when it comes into contact with air, tubes are not a 
prerequisite for storage, so tubs (or jars) are used instead. Any excess unused paint 
on your palette can be placed back into the tub without fear of it setting. 

Certified Non-Toxic  

Genesis® Artist Colors are certified nontoxic and conform to ASTM D-4236. They 
are certified in a program of toxicological evaluation by a medical expert to contain 
no material in sufficient quantities to be toxic or injurious to humans or to cause 
acute or chronic health problems. Safety Data Sheets are available on request. 

Thixotropic 

One of the characteristics of Genesis® Artist Colors is that they are thixotropic, 
therefore although they may be thick and like stiff paste in the jar, it only takes a little 
stirring or mixing with a palette knife, for them to become soft and malleable. 
Application by palette knife or brush is done very easily at this point, even when 
using the impasto, thick application technique. This painting technique can be used 
without having to add any thinning or other mediums. If left standing for a couple of 
hours, the paint returns to its thicker state because of the thixotropic property. 

Painting Methods 

Genesis Oil Paints can be used exactly like other regular oil paint with the exception 
of the fact that you can set it at any stage and do not have to wait for the paint to dry 
as one would have to do in regular oil paints. 

Wet-In-Wet method of painting is ideal, even if done over a period of days or weeks, 
because the paint won’t set if you don’t heat it. You just continue where you left off. 

Painting in Layers  is also easy to achieve. Just heat your painting instead of waiting 
for the paint to dry. Then you can immediately continue with more layers over the 
previous ones already done. This process of painting in layers and heating in 



between can go on ad-infinitum. No more waiting for layers to dry before proceeding 
with the next. 

Impasto;  also not a problem. Just do impasto the way you always have. One thing 
to remember though, the thicker you apply the paint, the longer it may take to set 
because the setting temperature needs to penetrate the thickness of the paint to 
make sure the paint is set trough its entire thickness. 

 

Clean Up and Storage 

If you use a Glass Palette  
(recommended), you do not need 
to clean it after a painting session 
as the paint will not set. Even after 
a day, a week, or a few months, 
just continue painting where you 
left off. (No need to put your 
palette in the refrigerator as it 
won’t set if left in the open.) It is 
recommended though to keep 
your palette in a case, such as a 
document case storage box – just 

to keep your paint clean, of any dust settling on it, when not in use.   

The same applies to paint brushes. Paint Brushes  do not need cleaning in between 
painting sessions as the paint on them won’t set (unless heated). However, brushes 
can be cleaned if you want to, using any solvent such as rubbing alcohol, turpentine 
etc., or by washing with soap, Sunlight Liquid and water. Simply wipe any excess 
paint off and rinse in alcohol if you want to change colour and use the same brush. 
Any pre-mixed Genesis paints left on the palette when your painting is completed, 
can be transferred from your palette into glass (or PET Plastic) jars for future use. No 
paint needs to be discarded or disposed of. This results in very little wastage of 
paint. Palette Knives; simply wipe excess paint off to avoid colour contamination, 
before reusing with a different colour, otherwise no cleaning necessary. 

Because Genesis® Artist paint does not dry on its own, it tends to force you into 
cleaner work habits. One good method is to use paper towels to wipe the brush while 
working, and then dispose of the dirty towel often. A rag is not practical to use with 
Genesis® Artist Colors because it will transfer the wet paints to your hands, clothes 
and eventually to things around you. 

Store Genesis® Artist Colors away from heat sources. Do not store in the trunk of a 
car or in places where temperatures could reach 38°C or greater for a sustained 
period of time. 



Genesis Mediums  

Artists have always added various mediums to enhance control of drying as well as 
the handling characteristics of their paint. With Genesis® Artist Colors, you will find 
less need to adjust. They have excellent body, offer fine control in mixing, blending 
and application, can be worked in many states without the addition of medium and 
have a thick, rich consistency. Try working Genesis® Artist Colors with your brush or 
palette knife. Notice how the paint becomes more buttery and smooth? Left alone for 
a time on a non-porous surface (such as glass), the paint will return to its original, 
thixotropic state–without having dried. All Genesis Mediums are Odourless and Non-
Toxic. 

Thick Medium 

Genesis Thick Medium is the same as the paint – only without the pigment. 
Transparent washes can be achieved by tinting the Thick Medium. Thick Medium gives you 
a good layer of paint and the transparency that you need. 

Thinning Medium  

Genesis Thinning Medium or Genesis Glazing Medium is recommended. When 
adding Genesis Mediums to thin, use just a very little at a time on the palette–it’s 
very efficient!  Adding a Genesis Thinning or Glazing Medium permanently thins the 
paint and it loses its thixotropic property. 

Using Solvents  

Thinning with a small amount of solvent will not permanently thin the paint, as the 
paint will return to its original state as the solvent evaporates off. Odourless Mineral 
Spirits is preferred as a solvent by most artists, whilst Rubbing Alcohol is often used 
for rinsing brushes. Turpentine can be used. 

Varnishes  

You don’t need to varnish a Genesis painting for protection. Do not use any regular 
oil varnish. If you want to use a varnish, use one of the Genesis Heat-Set Varnishes 
such as Matte, Super Matte or Satin Varnish. You can also use an acrylic varnish 
that is compatible with Genesis® Artist Colors. Test the acrylic varnish that you 
choose before using it on a finished Genesis Oil painting. 

Using Other Mediums with Genesis  

Mixing Genesis® Artist Colors with solvents commonly used for oil paints is not 
recommended. However, if you use solvents, remember to protect yourself and 
follow the directions including the use of protective clothing such as gloves. 
Genesis® Artist Colors are not water soluble for mixing and thinning. 



This is important, so we repeat: Genesis® Artist Colors are not intended to be mixed 
with other paints such as oils or acrylics or with water. Other mediums have a very 
different chemistry than Genesis® Artist Colors and results can be unpredictable. 

(Also, regular linseed based oil paint cannot reach the setting temperature that is 
reached to set Genesis® Artist Colors.) 

Genesis® Colors and Pigments  

At the dark end of the spectrum, Genesis® Artist Colors are made with pure 
pigments. Generally, lighter values are more opaque to ensure their covering power. 
To obtain the light values, a specially blended white is added to a pure color. 

Choosing and Preparation of Substrate  

Always ensure that the surface on which you are painting can withstand the drying 
temperature you will be using. Some painting techniques will require several layers 
to be dried, and the substrate must withstand the number of heatings you will use.  

Test heat stability over multiple drying sessions. Certain substrates that might 
release moisture, such as canvas boards, when heated should be pre-dried as the 
moisture may result in bubbling and poor adhesion between canvas and board.   

Stretched canvas is an ideal substrate for use with Genesis® Artist Colors. 

All canvas surfaces should be prepared with an acrylic gesso and allowed to dry 
properly before applying Genesis® Artist Colors. For best results it is recommended 
that in addition to priming your canvas with Gesso, that you also apply a thin layer of 
Genesis Thick Medium, tinted with a colour of your choice, and thinned if required 
with a little Genesis Thinning Medium, or solvent. Heat set this before continuing. 
This will seal your canvas, and take away the canvases ability to absorb the moisture 
from the paint. If you put too much Thinning Medium in your mix it will lose its tooth 
resulting in a surface that may be too slippery. 

Choosing a Setting System  

Genesis® Artist Colors are the only fine art paint that offers a true solution to the 
problem of drying your paint. Unlike other paints, you do not have to decide in 
advance when you will want the paint to dry. You can set it whenever you are ready. 
You will want to decide how you are going to set your painting before you begin. 

 

 

 



HEATING OF THE PAINTING MUST BE BETWEEN 130°C and 1 40°C, AND MUST 
NOT EXCEED 140°C 

In deciding how to set your painting, consider  

1. The sizes of your work 

2. The thickness of paint you are using; and  

3. The substrate surfaces upon which you are painting. 

 

Domestic Oven 

If your painting will fit inside your domestic oven, this is 
often the simplest solution. 

Simply set you oven to 135°C and when it has reached this temperature and the 
indicator light goes out you are ready. Switch the oven off, wait a minute for the 
element to cool down from red-hot, and then pop your painting into the oven. Set 
your timer for 3 minutes and after this period, take the painting out and let it cool 
down for another minute or so. Check to see if the paint is set. If not yet set, repeat 
above but try say 5 minutes instead of 3 minutes. It is worth doing a check that your 
oven’s thermostat is calibrated correctly initially by using either an oven 
thermometer, or an infrared thermometer as pictured above. 

Heat Gun 

Any Heat-Gun will work. A heat-gun with digital 
temperature setting is even better and will give 
more control. Keep the heat gun about 50mm off 
the surface of the painting and keep it moving in 
horizontal or vertical sweeps across your painting 
until the canvas when touched from behind feels 
as hot as your cup of coffee. Keep it at this 
temperature for a minute or so. The paint should 
set when the temperature of 130°C is reached. If 

you detect any smell coming from the canvas, or see smoke, or bubbling in the paint, 
then it is too hot for the paint. It is better to err on the safe side by starting with the 
heat gun nozzle further from the painting, say 200mm, and then whilst sweeping the 
painting and simultaneously touching it from behind slowly move closer until the 
paint sets. It takes a few minutes to master the Heat-Gun technique of setting the 
painting. The heat-Gun is more suited to doing small areas where you don’t 
necessarily want to set the whole painting at once, or a painting that is too large for 
the oven. 



With a little practice, you will also learn to set an isolated area so that you can try a 
change in color or add a detail. With the underlying area now set, new work can be 
wiped off and tried again until you are satisfied. 

Space Heater (Either Gas, or Electric/ Oil)   

Another very good option for setting a 
painting is using a space heater. If the 
painting is large you may have to move it 
back and forth in front of the heater until it is 
set. Keep painting approximately between 
500mm and 600mm from the heater. 

Setting Box  

Setting boxes are excellent because air circulates inside the box and produces an 
ambient heat. Choose the size of setting box to match your largest painting size. 

The Setting Box is available in various sizes and like the oven it is thermostatically 
controlled. Setting boxes are not available “off the shelf” in South Africa, and are only 
made locally to order, or ordered from the USA. 

Preparing a Surface Other Than Canvas  

Try Genesis® Artist Colors on various surfaces! For best results, prepare the surface 
with acrylic gesso and roughen the primed surface with 200 to 300 grit sandpaper.  

Use any surface that you would use for oil paint. However, make certain to prime 
with an acrylic gesso. A rabbit-skin glue sizing is not satisfactory. 

Do not use any unprimed or porous surface. 

Safe Handling Practices  

• Avoid contact with eyes. 

• Wash hands after use. 

For further information or a Material Safety Data Sheet, please contact:- 

Genesis Artist Supplies (South Africa) 

Email:  terry.baker@imaginet.co.za 

Web Site:   www.genesisoilpaints.co.za 

Phone:  083 442 3802 

Thank you for choosing to use Genesis Artist Colours. 



This Instruction Manual has been edited and modified by Terry Baker for local South 
African conditions after using Genesis Paint as an artist for several years. Please 
contact me if you have any questions on the use of Genesis Paints and Mediums. 

 


