
 

Reports to: 
Lara Speicher, UCL Press Publishing Manager 

Context 
UCL Press is seeking to appoint an Editor-in-Chief (EIC) 

to help develop, launch, and run, a new UCL Press Open 

Access Megajournal (OAMJ) within the environmental 

sciences, supported by the UCL Environment Research 

Domain 

(http://www.ucl.ac.uk/research/domains/environment) 

and the Office of the UCL Vice-Provost (Research) 

(http://www.ucl.ac.uk/research/contact). The position 

will be offered for a period of three years in the first 

instance. 

The OAMJ is by definition broad scope and aims to cover 

all aspects of environment-related research, 

encouraging as many single and cross-disciplinary works 

as possible. This includes contributions from life and 

earth sciences, as well as medical, physical, population, 

engineering, and social sciences.  

Submissions to the megajournal are open to anyone, 

and it will operate a pre-print server post-publication 

open peer review model: the submitted article is posted 

immediately to the pre-print server, an editor invites 

reviewers who openly publish their comments alongside 

the paper, and the editor makes a decision for 

publication (accept/reject/revise). Once accepted, the 

paper is published formally in the journal (this is 

separate to the pre-print server), alongside links to the 

review history, that remain freely and permanently 

available to everyone. 

Dependent on the successful candidate’s field of 

expertise, the size of the journal, and the demands of 

the role, UCL Press may recruit additional co-Editors-in-

Chief to better support activities and staff. 

Main purpose of the role 
This newly created and leading role provides the unique 

opportunity to run and directly shape the founding and 

future development of this exciting new publication and 

peer review model. 

Duties and responsibilities: 
Working closely with the UCL Press Journals Manager 

and the UCL Environment Research Domain, the main 

duties of the role include the development and overview  

of: the aims and scope; peer review processes; soliciting 

and commissioning impactful articles; the recruitment of 

supporting editor roles (e.g. section editors) and the 

editorial board. Other duties include: 

 Actively working with UCL Press and the 

megajournal editorial board developing strategies 

to improve processes and megajournal reputation; 

 Oversight and delegation to other journal editors 

handling peer review of submitted papers 

(including supporting and educating editors on best 

practice in these processes); 

 Triaging submissions for suitability; 

 Making appropriate editorial decisions for 

publication; 

 Occasionally writing editorials and other copy as 

required in producing an online journal. 

It is expected this role will require 4/5 hours per week. 

To deliver services effectively, a degree of flexibility is 

needed, and the post holder may be required to 

perform work not specifically referred to above.  

UCL Press requires all editors to be familiar and follow 

best practice guidelines as outlined by the Committee 

On Publication Ethics (COPE) - 

https://publicationethics.org/files/u2/Best_Practice.pdf 

Role Description  

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Grade: Non-remunerated 

UCL PRESS OPEN ACCESS 
MEGAJOURNAL, ENVIRONMENT 
RESEARCH 

Closing Date: 20th July 2018 

Location: UCL 

Applications open to UCL staff 
members only 

LONDON’S GLOBAL UNIVERSITY 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/research/domains/environment
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/research/contact
https://publicationethics.org/files/u2/Best_Practice.pdf


Person specification 

Criteria Essential or Desirable 

Qualifications, experience and knowledge  

A PhD in a relevant subject area or equivalent experience Essential 

Experience of peer-reviewing for other scientific journals Essential 

Extensive research experience in a relevant subject area and a broad interest in 

environment-related research 

Essential 

Demonstrable scientific editorial experience at a Senior, Deputy, or Executive Editor level, 

at an online or an open access journal 

Desirable 

Extensive knowledge of current important and impactful topics to inform targeted 

commissioning of review articles 

Desirable 

Experience of following Best Practice Guidelines for Journal Editors as set out by the 

Committee On Publication Ethics - https://publicationethics.org/files/u2/Best_Practice.pdf  

Desirable 

  

Skills and abilities  

Excellent level of literacy and analytical skills to write editorial papers that encompass the 

megajournals aims and scope 

Essential 

Ability to make appropriate publication decisions and justify actions Essential 

Skills necessary to educate and delegate editorial responsibilities to other associate and 

senior editors 

Desirable 

Ability to quickly grasp a working understanding of new digital submission systems Desireable 

Personal attributes  

Meticulous attention to detail and a conscientious approach to checking the accuracy of 

information, essential for publishing research 

Essential 

Strong organisational skills and the ability to prioritise in the face of competing demands Essential 

Ability to collaborate with others and promote interdisciplinary approaches for 

publications 

Essential 

 

Applications 

Applications are welcome from UCL staff members with expertise in environment related research. We encourage 

applicants to discuss with line managers/heads of departments to consider time commitments before applying.  

To apply, please send your CV and supporting statement (max 1 page) by email to Ian Caswell, UCL Press Journals 

Manager (i.caswell@ucl.ac.uk). Any questions? Contact Ian Caswell, UCL Press Journals Manager (i.caswell@ucl.ac.uk). 
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