
STUDENT STEWARD OF THE MONTH

Kara Pizzo
Puesta del Sol Elementary, Bellevue, WA

Do you know Marine Science Afloat alumni who were in-
spired by the program? Nominate them for our Student Stew-
ard of the Month. You can email the student’s contact info to us at  
newsletter@marinescienceafloat.org.

Kara Pizzo, a fifth grader at Bellevue School District’s Span-
ish immersion elementary school, Puesta del Sol, attended 
our Marine Science Afloat program last May with nearly 90 
of her classmates and both of her eager parents. Her moth-
er Kathryn, our newest Board Member, and her sister Tessa, 
had attended the year before and the family was instantly 
drawn to the mission of the program.

After the program, Kara’s parents would find her regularly 
observing marine life and picking up plastics, bottles, and 
other debris along the shoreline of whatever beach they visit-
ed during family boat outings around Puget Sound. At times 
this debris included full fish skeletons that she would exam-
ine thoroughly, begging to bring them home. Luckily, her 
parents convinced Kara to photograph her findings instead, 
and she now enjoys a growing collection of images.

“It was the best field trip ever, we learned so much,” 
Kara says.  “I loved looking at the creatures under 
the microscope, and seeing what the divers saw on 
the video. I wish we could go again.”

The program clearly left a deep impression on both girls and 
their parents,  which is one of the reasons Kathryn reached 
out to volunteer with PMR. Having lived in the Seattle area 
for 26 years, gratitude for the local natural wonders and wa-
terways has permeated the Pizzo family in everything they 
do, from work to leisure, creating lifelong family memories 
cruising Puget Sound year round. Her nonprofit and grant ex-
perience led her to offer PMR her help in any capacity, from 
adapting their new operations, to looking at ways to expand 
their capacity to serve additional schools and demographics. 
She is delighted to be a part of the PMR crew.

www.marinescienceafloat.org

Pacific Marine Research is 
a Seattle based 501(c)(3) 
non-profit with the mission to 
“Educate and Train the Future 
Stewards of Puget Sound.” It’s 
flagship program, Marine Sci-
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125,000 students since 1984


