
Our 2018 season came to a close 
and it was a resounding success, 
serving over 4,700 students on 
60 trips. Thanks to generous 
supporters over 350 participants’ 
adventures were fully funded 
through scholarships, allowing us 
to better serve our underserved 
communities (particularly Title I 
schools). 

Support in the form of an equip-
ment grant from The Puget Sound 
Chapter of the American Associ-
ation of Zoo Keepers allowed us 
to purchase replacement aquar-
iums for our shipboard storage 
and display of animals. The 
new digs were conducive for gumboot  
chiton reproduction; a first in our 33 
year history!

Continued on Page 3...

2018 Season: A Resounding Success

OUR MISSION

“To Educate and Train the Future Stewards of  Puget Sound”

Dear Friends and Crew,

As summer arrives, PMR wraps up 
our 2018 spring fieldtrip season. 
Over 4,700 participants experienced 
the Marine Science AfloatTM program 
in just 3 months. We served groups 
as small as two homeschool stu-
dents and a parent to a school group 
of 151, which traveled 600+ miles 
round trip, in a day, from Spokane.  

The 5th grade group from Spokane 
was the largest single group we have 
ever served in one day. To handle 
such a large group we did a morning 
trip and an afternoon trip, with the 
half groups alternating going to the 
Pacific Science Center. This was an 
adventure these students and chap-
erones will always remember. One 
chaperone jumped at the chance to 
experience our program again!

“Thank You for a wonderful journey. 
I was thrilled to be able to do this 
again, first time, April 1996.”

Chaperone
Prairie View Elementary, Spokane

Thank you for a great season!

         

  Pat Maxwell
          Executive Director

Decatur Elementary 
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(Above) A thank you letter from one of 
our scholarship participants. 

(Below) New tanks created the perfect 
environment for our gumboot chitons to 
reproduce. 
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The white striped nudibranch (Armi-
na californica) is a sea slug found in  
sandy habitats around Puget Sound. It 
is the most common nudibranch we see 
at our ‘Live Dive’ site near Alki Point. 
Nudibranch translates to naked gills. 
Many sea slugs are called nudibranchs 
because their gills are on the outside, 
exposed to the environment. Unlike 
most sea slugs, which have exposed  
gills that give them a feathery appear-
ance, the white striped nudibranchs’ 
gills are hidden, tucked under the edge 
of its mantle along its stomach-foot.

Its appearance is similar to a land slug 
as it glides along a sandy bottom. Like 
terrestrial slugs, it has a pair of anten-
nae-like structures, but in sea slugs 
they are called rhinophores and they 

White Striped 
Nudibranch  
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smell/taste for food. 
Unlike land slugs, 
this slug is not look-
ing for vegetables, 
the white striped nu-
dibranch is a hunter. 
Like many mollusks 
it has a radula, a 
zipper like tongue 
which files its food. 

Rather than rasping algae off rocks like 
many of its gastropod cousins (snails 
and limpets), it uses its radula to grind 
up sea pens into an orange, belly-fill-
ing paste. During a recent ‘Live Dive’, 
our timing was perfect for seeing the 
white striped nudibranch take its first 
bite of an unsuspecting sea pen. A 
clip from this dive can be viewed on 
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The 5th grade class at Decatur Elemen-
tary were so inspired by their Marine 
Science AfloatTM field trip, they decided 
to raise money to donate to PMR as their 
graduating “class gift.” 

They invited Pacific Marine Research’s 
Executive Director, Pat Maxwell, to its 
end of year promotion to Middle School 
ceremony and presented Pat with a $400 
donation in support of our work. Their 
recognition is truly appreciated and very 
inspiring. 

Thank you Decatur 
Elementary School!

Decatur Elementary Gifts Pacific Marine Research

the Pacific Marine Research Facebook 
page. Check it out and follow us, we’ll 
be sharing additional creature features 
year-round on our Facebook page.

White Striped Nudibranch (Armina californica)



Will your employer match your charitable donations? 
Help us double your impact before the end of 2018! Check with your employer, many companies including

 Microsoft, Home Depot, Boeing, Starbucks, Wells Fargo, and Alaska Airline to name a few, 
will match all or part of your gift to us.  Some, like Microsoft, will also donate cash for employee volunteer 

hours!  We love our socially-responsible local employers. Thank you for your support!

Donations also helped us replace our water-sam-
pling davit (right) and upgrade to a higher resolu-
tion camera on our video microscope system. 

A wide variety of changes were also developed 
for our Live Dive underwater video camera and 
video/audio wireless transmission system. The 
camera housing physical size has been reduced 
significantly making it easier for the divers to haul 
around. The underwater lighting has an improved 
higher output bringing out even crisper images.

Thank you to all involved with the Marine  
Science AfloatTM program. It is your hard work 
that makes this wonderful educational experience  
possible. Thank you for the hard work and  
infectious energy of our instructional staff; Dan,  
Mikaela, Kelly, Christine, Carmela, Jacqueline, 
Juli, Drew, and Kristine. And to our volunteer  
naturalists, so giving of their time; Shannon,  
Karen, and Rose. To our divers for braving the 
crisp waters of Puget Sound; Dale, Rhoda,  
Whitney, and Raquel. And to the Spirit of 76 
crew for providing and maintaining our floating 
classroom; Josh, Becky, Alan, Six, Nick, Shaun, 

What is Marine Science AfloatTM?
Students learn to love and appreciate Puget Sound on our 5 hour hands-on scientific 
expedition aboard the Spirit of 76 floating classroom. Haul in the plankton nets! Spy 
into the invisible watery world in the microscope lab! Meet your slimy and squishy 
underwater neighbors! Follow along with our team of scientific divers as they explore 
the depths beneath the boat and introduce us to the animals below with our LIVE 
underwater video system. And most importantly – Learn how your daily actions can 
help protect this magnificent, but delicate ecosystem that we all share. 

Most trips depart Bell Harbor Marina in Seattle from mid-March to mid-June and focus on grades 4-12, and beyond! 
For information about school and youth group field trips, please contact booking@marinescienceafloat.org or call 
(206) 361-1919.
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2018 Season, cont. from Page 1

Karan, and Sky. To our administrative 
staff for keeping us organized; Ellie, 
Linda, and Donna. And to our commit-
tee volunteers; Melissa, Shelly, Tom, 
and Dave. Here’s to training the future  
stewards of Puget Sound.
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Find us on Facebook for the latest news

I would like to help PMR’s “Marine Science AfloatTM” program educate and train 
the future stewards of Puget Sound. I am pleased to enclose my donation of:

$25___    $50___    $75___    $100___    $150___   $250___   Other $________ 
Please enclose a check made payable to Pacific Marine Research. 

Credit card donations can be made at www.marinescienceafloat.org

Title (Dr., Mr., Mrs., Ms., Other)____________________________Phone__________________________

First   Name(s)_______________________________________________________

Last Name_________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________

City_______________________________State_______Zip_________________

Email_____________________________________________________________
 
This donation is a gift. Please note in my donation letter that it is in honor of:

_________________________________________________________________
Donation confirmations are sent quarterly or you can email fundraising@marinescienceafloat.org 

Send donation form and check to: Pacific Marine Science, PO Box 31137, Seattle, WA 98103

We are working on booking adventures for next sea-
son, if you have a school group or know a group who is 
interested in booking a trip for 2019 get in touch with 
us! Email booking@marinescienceafloat.org 

Even if you are not ready to commit to a date now, let’s 
start a conversation. We can pencil in your dates of  
interest and keep you informed on availability. PMR 
can do trips for all sorts of groups; Spring Break is a 
convenient time to schedule campfire, scouting and 
other youth groups and clubs. We can also schedule late 
afternoon early evening trips for after school groups. 
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Book Now for the 
2019 Season

Join Our Board
PMR is seeking additional board members or committee advisors to join our team. Prior board 
experience is helpful, but not required. We are looking for a variety of backgrounds and skill sets; 
nonprofit, business, finance and operations, marine/environmental science, fundraising, marketing 
and communications, and volunteer management. If you are interested in joining this passionate 
group, please e-mail us at engage@marinescienceafloat.


