
made to the boat to improve the student’s audio and visual 
experience in both warm and cold weather during the 2017 
season. When the ship is not piloted by its owners, she is in 
the capable hands of Captain Ralph Hammersborg, an expe-
rienced captain as well as a retired science and marine biolo-
gy school teacher. The Spirit of 76 is available for weddings, 
parties and events when it is not  in service for the Marine 
Science AfloatTM program.

Pacific Marine Research would like to extend its apprecia-
tion to our former charter company, Argosy Cruises, for 30 
years of partnership with our Marine Science AfloatTM pro-
gram. 

Our Floating Classroom: The “Spirit” of Our Program
Our flagship program, Marine Science AfloatTM, has com-
pleted the 2016 season with its new charter partner, The 
Spirit of 76. This 70-foot vessel is licensed to carry up to 
150 passengers and has classroom space to accommodate 75 
students. The upper deck has two outside areas for sampling 
activities and a covered area inside, while the lower deck has 
three heated classrooms.

The Spirit of 76 is owned and operated by Josh Larsen and 
Captain Alan Cox of Champagne Cruises. With 26 years of 
maritime experience and a dad of three children, Larsen has 
a keen understanding of the needs of the program. Many 
enhancements have been 

Our New Floating Classroom Comes at a Price
For 30 years Argosy Cruises helped support PMR’s mission 
by chartering the Goodtime II to PMR at a special rate. Be-
cause of other commercial commitments they no longer 
have a vessel available for us to charter. Champagne Cruis-
es has agreed to help us continue our mission by allowing us 
to charter The Spirit of 76 at a special rate. 

Even with the generous charter rate Champagne Cruises 
provides, PMR has an ongoing significant increase in oper-
ating expenses. The Spirit of 76 home port is on Lake Union. 
Costs for deadheading to saltwater, marina fees, and other 
inflation increases in operating costs means that our rev-
enue from trips no longer covers our operating expenses.

Pacific Marine Research (PMR) is a Seattle-based, charita-
ble, 501(c)(3), non-profit educational organization.  PMR 
needs continuing donations in order to bring Marine Science 
AfloatTM to the students of the Puget Sound Watershed.  Donations and scholarships are encouraged, and are 
tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

Would you consider a donation of $50, $100 or whatever you can afford to help us 
expand our program to all students?

Visit www.marinescienceafloat.org now to donate or use the form below. Make your donation go further! Do you 
work for an employer who will match your donation? Check with your employer, many companies including Micro-
soft, Boeing, Home Depot, Starbucks & Alaska Airline, to name a few, have matching donation programs.

Zooplankton are the animal plankton and are divided into 
two groups, holoplankton and meroplankton. Meroplankton 
only spend part of their life as plankton, usually the larval 
stage. Examples of meroplankton are sea stars, crabs, clams, 
and fish. Holoplankton spend their entire life as plankton, 
examples include arrow worms, krill, and our favorite; co-
pepods. 

Why do we love copepods so much? Aside from being 
adorable, they are numerous and considered the insects of 
the sea, likely outnumbering the insects with an estimated 
population of one quintillion (1,000,000,000,000,000,000). 
They are also an important link in the food chain, linking 
phytoplankton to fish and whales. Over 60,000 copepods 
were found in the stomach of a herring. In 2005, upwelling 
occurred later in the year than usual, resulting in a low cope-
pod biomass that effected recruitment of juvenile rockfish, 
salmon, and breeding failure in Auklets, a marine bird.

Plankton really do run the world and deserve the attention 
they get on board; the Marine Science AfloatTM program 
devotes 3 of 5 classes to plankton.
ALL HAIL PLANKTON! 

www.marinescienceafloat.org

Pacific Marine Research is 
a Seattle based 501(c)(3) 
non-profit with the mission to 
“Educate and Train the Future 
Stewards of Puget Sound.” It’s 
flagship program, Marine Sci-
ence Afloat, has served over 
125,000 students since 1984


