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WALL SCRABBLE
Students climb to find the letter to words they pick out of a box.

materials needed:

2 Sets of Discovery Plates* (see Product Resource Guide, page 109) - optional
Tag Board Letters 			
Words on Paper
Small Box				
Two-Sided Tape (optional)

prior to the activity:
Prepare a series of letters. An easy way to ensure you have enough letters to create all
of the words from your list is to make an enlarged copy of your word list and cut out
individual letters. These letters will be randomly placed behind the climbing wall holds
across the entire length of the Traverse Wall. Usually, if the letters are tucked under
the hold, the tight friction will be enough to hold the letters in place. Use two-sided
adhesive tape under the letters where needed. Next, the instructor should create a series of words that can be formed from the individual letters and these words should be
written on small pieces of paper. Place the words in a shoe box, or similar small box.
(If appropriate, use our Sample List of Words - page 82).

activity:
Divide the class into two-person teams. Have each person choose a word from the
box.
One student will climb while the other:
Holds the climber’s word while he/she is climbing
Cues the climber about what the next letter is and where it is on the wall
Holds onto each letter retrieved from the wall
With two or three partner groups at a time, have students climb on the wall to find the
letters contained in their word. When they find a letter, they remove it from the wall
and hand it to their partner. If they cannot find all their letters, they must draw another
word and try again. If they are using Discovery Plates™, they should erase letters they
use with fingers.
* If you are using Discovery Plates™ install them and write several letters on each
plate.

Refer to pages 1 - 4 for descriptions of abbreviated skills listed here:

Skills Developed : SES2 - SES4 - SES6 - CS1 - CS3 - CS5
CS8 - PS1 - PS2 - PS3
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variations of the activity:

One variation is to have students create their own words instead of choosing words
from the box. Another variation is to replace the letters of the alphabet with numbers
and have students climb for number totals. Again, students draw from the box to
determine the sum total they must reach. (Try number totals beginning with 100 so
that students are on the wall for a period of time. The numbers on the wall should be
1-5, spread out randomly across the entire wall to allow for maximum climb time).

please note:
This game is fun and challenging and teaches the students about the
element of “chance” or “luck of the draw” as well as perseverance.
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SAMPLE LIST OF WORDS
The age of your students will help determine an appropriate word list. Spelling words and vocabulary
words from other subject areas are excellent sources for word lists.
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FOX

SMART

STACK

SPACE

GREAT

HOUSE

RED

KIDS

NATURE

CLIMB

STRONG

SNOW

WISH

YOUNG

TUMBLE

BOOKS

OVER

VOICE

DREAM

UNDER

HAPPY

HAND

BOUNCE

ENERGY

JUMPING

SPLASH

LEARN

QUICK

YELLOW

GREEN

VACATION

ZEBRA

TREE

wall scrabble

83

