
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
CRACK + CIDER: WORLD’S FIRST SHOP FOR THE HOMELESS 

London based charity launches in New York City for the first time. 
 
NEW YORK CITY — (October 30, 2017) CRACK + CIDER is the world’s first concept store 
where customers can buy essential items for the homeless which are distributed to the New 
York Rescue Mission. After successfully launching in London in 2015 and San Francisco in 
2016, CRACK + CIDER hopes to help as many of our homeless neighbors as possible this 
winter. 
 
Available November 1, we have worked with organizations to identify specific items which will 
be for sale online ranging from $15 to $50: 
1. Wool Hat, socks, gloves set 
2. Weatherproof Backpack 
3. Military Grade Weatherproof Winter Jacket 
4. Warm Hoodie 
5. Wet and Dry Pack (All of the above + an umbrella) 
6. Female Care Pack 
 
If you live in NYC, you are likely to walk past some of the city’s 60,089 homeless people every 
day and although many people want to help, they don’t know how. In fact, upon speaking with 
a homeless man in London, the founders unearthed the same insight: 

“People don’t give me money because they just think I’ll spend it on crack and cider” 
 

CRACK + CIDER aims to give people a truly useful way of directly helping homeless people 
without giving cash. By selecting the products themselves the consumer also feels much more 
of a personal connection to the cause. Our London store sold over 7,000 items which we 
distributed to people in the coldest winter for four years. 
 

"As the oldest rescue mission in the United States, the New York City Rescue Mission 
feels a deep responsibility to serve our neighbors in need. Donations of this nature are 

critical during the winter months, as our guests contend with the bitter cold. It is 
empowering for our guests to receive brand new items at a time when, due to their 

current circumstances, essentials have become unaffordable luxuries. We are grateful to 
Crack + Cider for their generosity in providing quality items to our guests during this 
season of unprecedented need.” -Colt Emswiler, Director, Gifts-In-Kind Procurement & 

Events 
 
We’re partnering with NY-based companies like FriendsNYC on 12/07 and Think Olio aiming to 
bring like minded people together to shop the collection and openly discuss how every one of 
us can improve the lives of our homeless neighbors. 
 
If you can’t make it to an event or don’t live in NYC, you can still help us make a difference by 
shopping online at crackandcider.com and keep up to date on how we’re helping to improve 
homeless people’s lives @crackandcider. 
 

http://nycrescue.org/
http://nycrescue.org/
http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dhs/downloads/pdf/dailyreport.pdf
http://www.shopfriendsnyc.com/
http://www.thinkolio.org/
http://www.crackandcider.com/
https://www.instagram.com/crackandcider/


### 
 

About CRACK + CIDER 
CRACK + CIDER is a concept store where customers can buy useful winter items for the 
homeless. The items are then distributed to those in need in time for Christmas. This year we’re 
donating pieces to the New York City Rescue Mission. Shop online at crackandcider.com. 
 
Contact 
nyc@crackandcider.com 
310.774.7442 
Alex Spott 
 
 
The NY Team 
Alex Spott 
Alex recently moved to NYC from LA. After experiencing her first winter in 9 years, she knew 
she had to do more to help keep those who live on the city's streets warm. Despite working full 
time as a freelance writer in advertising, Alex contacted CRACK + CIDER in London to launch 
the idea in NYC. 
 
Jason Seney 
Jason has lived in NYC for almost a decade and has witnessed how unforgiving living on the 
street can be in the city. As a product manager and engineer at Tumblr, he works to build a 
social platform for social good and communities. 
 
 

http://nycrescue.org/
http://www.crackandcider.com/

