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BEACH DAY OUT FUN….. 

  
 

On the Saturday 22nd February a small group of fun loving 

beach goers gathered at Merewether Beach, Newcastle 

for the first BEACH DAY OUT for 2014. Nobody could have  

asked for a nicer day. Apart from the buried tokens, the treasure hunters dug up 

dozens of weathered decimal & pre-decimal coins as well as a bit of 

rubbish….them’s the breaks! We all enjoyed a hearty Aussie sausage sanger then 

handed out some prizes. James Ryall [pictured right], found the most targets again. 

Well done James! The Cessnock Gem club was represented by Lex & Heather & 

Tony & the first joint venture went fairly well. There were lots of smiles, a bit of sun 

burn but everyone had a good day. 

GPX MASTERY……. 

On the weekend of the 22nd & 23rd March Goanna Gold 

Detectors & Andrew Grech of Golden Triangle Tours joined 

forces to conduct GPX Mastery. It was a 2 day intensive 

training program for the Minelab GPX machines. It was a 

small group but the information was high quality & the field 

exercises on day 2 produced a couple of small specks of 

gold. The idea is to raise the expertise of machine owners 

so they are successful at finding gold more often. Without 

exception, all participants gained some insight into the best 

way to operate their PI metal detectors. Lunch on both days 

was catered & morning & afternoon teas provided. The weather 

was fairly kind but within 12 hours of the event concluding, the rain 

began to fall & has not stopped. 

These events are driven by consumer demand so if you are 

serious about joining us for an ADVANCED TRAINING 

event just call us & we’ll fast track you onto our list for future 

events. Please note: If there is no interest or demand for this 

service, it will not run. All our services are interactive.  

NEW SAND SCOOP SUCCESS…… 

 

At the end of 2013 a local sheet 
metal manufacturer produced 
this product for us at our 
request. It is a stainless steel 
long handled sand scoop. The  

need for a locally made product became imperative as the only 
source of product like this is overseas. They are cheap enough 
to buy but the freight costs are a killer & for some it makes 
this unattainable. We are proud of this great product which you 
can buy from us for just $175. We are also proud to be 
supporting Australian small manufacturers. We will be 
showcasing this great product at the Tocal Field Days 2nd, 3rd & 
4th May & also at the Lismore Gemfest 16th, 17th & 18th May. 
See you there  

PRODUCT OF 

THE MONTH 
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ATX DEEPSEEKER is NOW AVAILABLE!! 

 

The Garrett ATX standard pack was released around Nov. 2013. 

Since them we have experienced good sales of this machine & an 

ever growing catalogue of positive reports. It appears the ATX will 

imprint upon that middle price range for Pulse Induction 

machines but the performance is definitely top end. Only weeks 

ago we finally received our first order of ATX DEEPSEEKER 

Packs. We have them IN STOCK & it won’t be long before we will 

have some reports on the 20” coil. The 8” coil is now in production 

& will be released soon. We have an 8” coil for testing & over the 

next few weeks we will put it through its paces as well. The ATX 

Deepseeker will be at the Goanna Season Launch Muster for 

demonstration purposes so come & see us. ATX standard sells for 

$3399 & the Deepseeker Pack sells for $3999 

SECOND HAND MARKET….WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?? 

There is no question that the metal detector industry is 

going through some turbulent times at the moment. 

Change can be hard but it can also be rejuvenating. 

Some of you have a handle on the changes but others 

don’t so I will try here to make sense of things & clarify 

how we think the changes might impact the market 

place. Please understand that some of what is written 

here is speculation & not all factual but it may prove 

valuable for any of you considering buying or selling 

pre-loved detectors over the next 6 months or so. 

At the end of 2013 Garrett launched their new ATX 

Pulse Induction Machine. This machine is surprisingly 

good & a far cry from the Infinium. It is waterproof to 

10ft & with a price tag of under $4000 this machine is 

making a marked impact in the market place. Quality at 

a good price + [2 years warranty]. In November 2013 

Minelab announced that they will be launching a mid-

range detector in 2014. It should be launched in the 

next few months. No date has been announced at this 

time. We expect the price to be around $4000 but there 

are no reports available for this machine currently. 

So, by the middle of the year we will see a top end 

detector in the mid-price range & Minelab’s yet untried 

SDC 2300 in the same price range as well. Traditionally, 

this has been the price bracket enjoyed by Pre-loved  

GPX machines. By this stage there will be no factory warranty 

left on GPX 4500s & 4800/5000s greater than 3 years old. 

Australia has always enjoyed a very strong second hand market 

but with this extra competition squeezing the value we would 

not be surprised to see second hand detector prices forced 

down under the price of these new mid-priced machines. This is 

important for owners of GPX4000s, 4500s & older 4800s & 

5000s to know when trying to determine value. Interestingly, the 

biggest market place in the world….ebay…..is seeing lower prices 

trending already & I expect this trend to continue. 

What about coils? Coils have never retained their value to the 

same degree as Minelab PI machines. When packaging coils with 

machines for sale be aware that they will not shift the bottom 

line as much as you may think. Other cheaper Minelab & Garrett 

models should not see too much disruption but have never held 

value to the same degree as the PI machines anyway. 

In summary, I cannot give advice but it is shaping up to be a 

buyer’s market. How big will the impact be….who knows….the 

buyers will set the price? Will trade-ins be affected? Yes, how 

much….not sure but as the economy tightens you may also find 

businesses leaning away from “trading” as it ties up cash flow or 

they will offer very low trade prices. If you are a GP or SD owner 

you will see the value of these machines slip as well. My advice is 

to be vigilant & do your homework as a buyer & as a seller, lower 

expectation & be realistic about value or it won’t sell. 

 GOANNA SEASON LAUNCH MUSTER & NAPFA AGM 

 5th & 6th April 2014 

 Glendora Campground, Hill End 

 Cost $10 per adult + camping fees [paid to National Parks] 

 AGM Meeting Sunday 6th 

 NAPFA membership just $20 + 2 FREE tickets in a GPX 

5000.   BE THERE!!!! 

WIN A GPX 5000  
&  support 

NAPFA 
Raffle Tickets just $10 each 

SPECIAL OFFER: PRESENT 

THIS TAB DURING APRIL & 

SPEND $100 & YOU GET A 

RAFFLE TICKET FREE 
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WHATS HAPPENING IN MAY? 

It has been a flat out run through the first 

months of this year but we are not done yet. 

Following the Goanna Season Launch Muster 

on the 5th & 6th April 2014 we have 2 more 

events on offer for those who are interested. For 

local people in the Hunter Valley we just 

wanted to let you know we will be at the Tocal 

Field Days on the 2nd, 3rd & 4th May. 

We will be promoting Metal Detecting as a 

hobby & selling a bit of product as well. 

On the 16th, 17th & 18th May we will be 

at the Lismore Gem Fest promoting up 

there as well. After that we are in full on 

prospecting mode. However, watch this space 

for any winter events. 

As you know Easter is just weeks away. Please 

check out the shop closure dates below: 

18th April …….Good Friday 

19th April……..Easter Saturday 

20th April……….Easter 

21st April……….Easter Monday 

25th April……….ANZAC Day 

Weekend Closure Dates because we are off site: 

4th, 5th & 6th April….Season Launch Muster 

2nd, 3rd & 4th May….Tocal Field Days 

16th, 17th & 18th May….Lismore GemFest 

SENIORS WEEK REPORT…. 

On the 18th March 2014 the Cessnock Gem Club played host & opened 

their doors for Seniors Week. As active club members & as active 

promoters of metal detecting as a hobby, we were invited to offer a 

presentation. It was a lovely day, if not a little hot, but we soon 

settled in the shade with a collection of interested seniors [& some not 

quite so senior] to discuss metal detectors, treasure hunting & gold 

prospecting. 3 hours passed in the blink of an eye & we’d only just 

scratched the surface. One of the topics discussed were the health 

benefits of staying active. Metal detecting is not a high impact 

activity but the interspersed periods of slow walking & digging 

certainly provide good exercise in older people without impacting their 

joints too greatly. The intermittent cardio workout from digging is an 

excellent way of raising the heart rate quickly by engaging the upper 

limbs & periods of slow walking allows plenty of recovery time. The 

other clear benefit, of course, is that this hobby produces returns & 

many “grey nomads” actually support their retirement lifestyles with 

that bit of cash injection from finding gold or coins. Keeping busy is 

the secret to a long & healthy life & metal detecting ticks all these 

boxes. 

NAPFA…… 

There is no secret that we are avid supporters of NAPFA. Therefore we do 
whatever we can to promote them & their agenda. We need to be proactive 
& we need to ensure our futures. This is why I frequently write about them & 
promote their efforts. Someone has to do the hard yards & thank goodness 
NAPFA do that for us. This month is highlighted by Easter & the launch of our 
gold detecting season. To celebrate Easter & as a little gift to our customers 
we will be giving away FREE raffle tickets with every purchase over $80. 
That’s right…..we are going to buy you a ticket for a GPX 5000 if you spend $80 
with us during April as our Easter gift to you for being great customers. You 
can present it in store or mail it with your order……. but hurry……..the offer ends 
at 5.30PM on Wednesday 30 th April 2014. Cut out your voucher below  

WIN A GPX 5000  
&  support 

NAPFA 
Raffle Tickets just $10 each 

 

SPECIAL OFFER: PRESENT 

THIS TAB DURING APRIL 

& SPEND $100 & YOU 

GET A RAFFLE TICKET 

FREE 

 

RULES PERTAINING TO THE FREE RAFFLE TICKET VOUCHER 

PROMOTION: This offer will begin at 9am 1/4/2014 & finish at 5.30pm on 

30/4/14. To activate the FREE ticket the customer must present the voucher & 

spend $100 or more in one transaction. An original copy must be presented. No 

photocopies & only one transaction per day is permitted where a FREE ticket 

will be given. Goanna Gold Detectors will buy the ticket so NAPFA will not be 

out of pocket & the ticket will be filled out in the customer’s name & address. 

Mail orders & mailed vouchers must come with a name, address, phone 

number & email [if you have one] & orders sent back will have a ticket included 
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PRODUCT OF THE MONTH….. 

This month we are focusing on the B&Z Booster. The B&Z 

Booster is a multifunctional signal booster with a volume 

control & a Boost/Bypass switch. Most importantly, the 

booster has its own power source & can be used on 

different types of detectors. The other day we had an 

occurrence where a customer was wanting to rig up a 

shoulder mounted external speaker whilst using an X-

Terra 705. Using the B&Z Booster to enhance the signal 

to the external speaker works whilst operating a 705. 

Here is what you do: 

 Plug the ¼ inch jack on the B&Z Booster into the 

headphone port of your 705 

 Plug the external speaker into the ¼ inch port of 

the B&Z Booster 

 Volume control using the knob on the B&Z 

Booster. Try running it at about 5 

 Set the threshold in the X-Terra a bit higher & 

the volume setting a bit higher as well. 

 

 

 

The Minelab GPX 4800 was 

released alongside the GPX 

5000 back in spring 2010. 

The specification are like 

those of the GPX 4500 but 

includes a coin & relic 

mode the 4500 does not 

have & it uses the same 

circuitry as the GPX 5000. 

Its recommended retail 

price is $6150 but at the 

moment Minelab is 

offering the GPX 4800 at a 

never to be repeated price 

of $4950 till the end of 

May. This is an amazing 

$1200 off the normal 

price. You get the full 3 

year factory warranty as 

well. Short of cash & 

considering a second 

hand GPX 4500? Maybe 

give the GPX 4800 some 

consideration….but 

HURRY….this super 

special WILL NOT LAST. 

Order yours today!     

PLUS TIP 

TOO 

NEW STATE FOREST FOSSICKERS PERMITS FROM APRIL 1ST 2014 

 

Fossickers will now be able to arrange an annual permit for small-scale recreational fossicking in all NSW State forests with the click of a mouse, 

thanks to a new online system introduced by Forestry Corporation of NSW. 

Forestry Corporation of NSW's Recreation and Tourism Manager Louise Faulkner said the new system was introduced following community 

feedback. 

"We want to make it easy for people to get out and experience everything our spectacular State forests have to offer and this single state-wide 

permit allows people to arrange a fossicking permit, access up-to-date maps and review fossicking guidelines all in one place," Ms Faulkner said. 

"This replaces our system that allocated permits by region and will make it easier for people to visit and fossick in more State forests throughout 

NSW. 

"We know fossicking is a popular group activity and our new permit has made provisions for families to visit forests together and fossick under a 

single permit." 

Fossickers have welcomed the change. 

"It's good to see that the Forestry Corporation of NSW (FCNSW) has responded to community concerns about the fossicking permits.  The new 

online system will certainly be much easier to use and will encourage fossickers to visit more State forests," said Stephen Dangaard, President of 

NSW & ACT Prospectors and Fossickers Association Inc (NAPFA). 

"While there is an increase in the individual permit cost, the new group family arrangements mean that for families and couples the cost will be 

less overall, which is a very good thing." 

An annual State-wide fossicking permit is $25 plus GST. Regional permits were previously $20 plus GST per region. Apply for a fossicking 

permit or find out more about visiting State forests. 

Media contact: Elizabeth Fowler 9407 4265 / 0408 779 903……..WELL DONE NAPFA! 
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