
Big Blue Tractor
To consider the 
vegetables, fruits, 
herbs and salads 
grown in this country 
and abroad, and the 
process by which they 
end up on our plate! 

A selection of vegetables, 
fruits, herbs and salads, 
ideally mostly British in 
origin. 

Entrance
You may wish to have the song playing as the children enter to familiarise 
them with the tune and to give them an idea about the assembly to follow.

Introduction
Tell the children that today’s assembly is about produce that can be grown 
and eaten. What vegetables, fruits, herbs and salads do they know? Does 
anyone think they know any particularly unusual ones?  

Main Event
Hold up each item that you have brought in. Ask the children what each 
one is called. Consider the varied size, shape, colour, texture and weight 
of the vegetables. Invite some children to hold them up if you like. For each 
one, discuss whether it is grown in the soil, above the soil, on a bush or on 
a tree. 

Ask the children if any of them have grown any of these items themselves, 
or seen their parents do it? Which ones? Did they start as seeds, or as small 
plants? Where have they grown them? In the garden, on an allotment, 
in an orchard or on a farm? What about in a greenhouse? How does a 
greenhouse work?

Discuss what conditions our produce needs in order to grow well. Consider 
the terms ‘soil’, ‘manure’, ‘compost’, ‘light’, ‘warmth’, ‘moisture’. Why would 
it be difficult to grow large amounts of bananas or pineapples in this 
country?

Singing The Song
Introduce and sing the song, explaining how each verse builds on the 
previous one, adding an additional vegetable each time. It is about the 
process of harvesting crops in the autumn, when the summer has provided process of harvesting crops in the autumn, when the summer has provided 
plenty of light and warmth for growing. plenty of light and warmth for growing. 

ReflectionReflection
Let us consider the huge variety of fruit, vegetables, herbs and salads that Let us consider the huge variety of fruit, vegetables, herbs and salads that 
we are able to grow in this country. Let us also consider the cereals that we we are able to grow in this country. Let us also consider the cereals that we 
can grow in the fields, and how much we rely upon our farms and farmers can grow in the fields, and how much we rely upon our farms and farmers 
to produce the food that ends up in our fridge and on our table. Let us be to produce the food that ends up in our fridge and on our table. Let us be 
grateful for all that we have, think of those who aren’t as fortunate as we grateful for all that we have, think of those who aren’t as fortunate as we 
might be, and avoid wasting food if at all possible. might be, and avoid wasting food if at all possible. 
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VERSE ONEVERSE ONE
Out of the way,

There’s work to do. 
The big blue tractor’s coming through. The big blue tractor’s coming through. 

Down to the fields,
Over the mud,

To get the turnips, fresh turnips. 

CHORUS
Chug-a chug-a did you see 

the big blue tractor? 

VERSE TWO
Rumbling on,

No time to waste. 
There’s work to do,
So let’s make haste. 
Down to the fields, 

Over the mud,
To get the onions, fresh onions, 
And the turnips, fresh turnips.

CHORUS
Chug-a chug-a did you see 

the big blue tractor? 

VERSE THREEVERSE THREE
And with a trailer

On the back,
It’s bumping, bumping down the track. It’s bumping, bumping down the track. 

Down to the fields,
Over the mud,

To get the carrots, fresh carrots,
And the onions, fresh onions,
And the turnips, fresh turnips.

CHORUS
Chug-a chug-a did you see 

the big blue tractor? 

VERSE FOUR
Back to the barn,

Down a dusty lane,
And then it’s time to go again. 

Down to the fields,
Over the mud,

To get the pumpkins, fresh pumpkins,
And the carrots, fresh carrots,
And the onions, fresh onions,And the onions, fresh onions,
And the turnips, fresh turnips. 

CHORUS
Chug-a chug-a did you see 

the big blue tractor? 
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ENDING
Chug-a chug-a chug chug
Chug-a chug-a chug chug

Chug-a chug-a chug chug chug


