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SAMPLE SCRIPT 

ACT ONE, SCENE THREE 

Princess Zahra is standing in her bedroom in the palace, gazing out of the ‘window’. A 
number of her female attendants sit nearby, chatting.   

Laila It was the most beautiful colour, sort of saffron-y. And so soft, like the 
finest silk you can imagine. Honestly, I couldn’t stop running it through 
my hands.   

Soraya And you’re sure he didn’t mind you touching his hair? A total stranger.  

Laila Didn’t seem to.  

Salma Well I found a lovely old rug. A little dusty. Well-travelled apparently. I 
was tempted to buy it, but I could hear my father’s voice ringing 
through my head, telling me to leave well alone. 

Amrin He’d never know though. 

Salma Sure he would, he was right beside me.  

Amrin Oh.  

Aisha What about you, your highness. Did you see anything at the market 
that you liked? 

The Princess turns round.  

Zahra Um … a couple of things caught my eye.   

Aisha Did you get them?  

Zahra No. I don’t think he was for sale actually.  

Aisha He?  

Offstage, the Sultan’s voice can be heard approaching, talking to the Grand Vizier.  
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Sultan (from off) I’m telling you, she’ll be delighted. What more could a young 
girl want? 

Zahra It’s father. Girls, keep this to yourselves.  

Laila Keep what to ourselves? 

Zahra Precisely.   

The Sultan enters, closely follow by the Grand Vizier.  

Sultan My dear, I have the most wonderful news. Your wait is over. I have 
finally found you the boy of my dreams.  

Zahra Your dreams, father? Surely it should be my dreams.  

Sultan Don’t be absurd. I don’t want you dreaming about boys. No thank you. 
I’ll do the dreaming, you do the being a good wife.  

Zahra Wife! But I’ve not even met him.  

Sultan (interrupting) I know. But you will soon enough. I’m telling you, this 
young man I’ve found has it all. He’s wealthy, ambitious, charming. 
Plus he has a beach house with an ocean view. 

Zahra Surely they all have an ocean view?  

Sultan Not like this one. It’s on top of a cliff.  

Zahra I’m afraid of heights.  

Sultan It’s a small cliff: more like a large hill. Anyhow, let’s not get ahead of 
ourselves. First I suppose you had better meet Kadin. He’s currently 
abroad. 

Grand Vizier My son is often away at sea. He has travelled extensively.  

Zahra Your son? 

Sultan Oh yes, did I not mention? He also happens to be the son of our good 
friend, the Grand Vizier.  

The Grand Vizier bows deeply and respectfully.  

Zahra Father, may I speak with you in private?  

Sultan Whatever for? We’re all family. Well, near enough.  

Zahra Fine. Then I’ll speak openly: I would like to choose my own boyfriend. 
And maybe even my own husband.  
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Sultan Don’t be ridiculous, Zahra. You can’t have a boyfriend as well as 
husband.    

Zahra I know that. But I want to choose one for myself.  

Sultan You can. You can choose Kadin all by yourself.  

Zahra But father, what if I …  

Sultan Zahra, darling, bubble gum, it’s a done deal. Come, Grand Vizier, let’s 
browse wedding dresses! 

The Sultan exits decisively from the room, closely followed by the Grand Vizier. Zahra 
sighs, then exits, followed closely by everyone apart from Aisha, who makes to exit 
with the others but then stops, unnoticed. The Grand Vizier enters.  

Grand Vizier Well? What news?  

Aisha She met a boy at the market today: I get the impression she rather 
likes him. 

Grand Vizier (flustered) A boy! How did this happen? Who is he? What does he look 
like? What’s his name? 

Aisha I don’t know. I don’t know anything about him.  

Grand Vizier Well find out! What do you think I’m paying you for? 

Aisha I will.  

Grand Vizier And do it quickly. I want this boy removed from the picture before 
Kadin returns.  

Aisha “Removed from the picture”? What does that mean? 

Grand Vizier I ask the questions. You do as you’re told.  

Aisha bows respectfully.  

Aisha Of course, Grand Vizier.  

They exit in opposite directions.  

 

Scene change music: “All That Glitters Isn’t Gold (Interlude)” 


