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PICKERING’S GIN SENDS BAUBLES ABROAD WITH HSBC UK SUPPORT 
 

Scottish gin producer, Pickering’s Gin, is exporting its popular gin-filled baubles to the USA 
for the first time after securing a seven-figure funding package from HSBC UK.  
 
The funding has enabled Pickering’s to make increased numbers of gin baubles ahead of the 
holiday season, in response to a significant rise in demand both domestically and overseas, 
since the product’s launch in 2014. It has also enabled the company to lease its first 
warehouse facility to store the additional baubles and employ eight seasonal staff, adding to 
its 19 full-time permanent employees.  
 
In its first year, the company sold a few hundred of their gin-filled Christmas baubles to a 
local Christmas fair. After going viral online two years later in 2016, the company scaled up 
their production to over one million baubles in 2017. This year, to service demand in the UK 
and overseas, the small Edinburgh distillery has produced a staggering 1.2 million baubles, 
all filled on site with specially designed machinery. 
 
Almost half a million baubles have been shipped to the United States and are now for sale 
across 23 states for the very first time.  
 
Matthew Gammell, Co-Founder, Head Distiller and Head of Production at Pickering’s Gin, 
said: “We launched our gin baubles as a festive, novelty product to sell over Christmas but 
never anticipated we’d have such a positive response from consumers. The support from 
HSBC UK has made this year’s production process far smoother, with increased hands on 
deck to make the product and much-needed space to store the 1.2 million baubles.”   
 
Marcus Pickering, Co-Founder and Head of Export at Pickering’s Gin, said: “There’s huge 
demand for our gin overseas, with bottled gin already being sold in Beijing and the United 
States. Following a fantastic online following, we now have the opportunity to send baubles 
internationally as well, with the US being our first port of call. HSBC UK has provided us with 
essential banking facilities that allow us to sustain growth as we respond to continually 
increasing demand for our products within the UK and overseas.”  
 
Susan Rowand, Head of Business Banking at HSBC UK in Scotland, added: “Marcus and 
Matthew run an impressive operation at Pickering’s Gin and know how to develop quality 
products that appeal to their customers. We’re thrilled to support them as they set their sights 
on increased exports and respond to the incredible demand they’ve seen for their gin 
baubles.”  
 
Co-founders Matthew Gammell and Marcus Pickering were friends and business partners for 
many years before opening Summerhall Distillery, with backgrounds in engineering, furniture 
restoration and property renovation. Inspired by a gin recipe Marcus inherited from a friend of 
his late father, the duo built their distillery in the heart of Edinburgh and have produced 
award-winning gin since 2013.  
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Media enquiries to: 
James Matheson 0131 260 2522 hsbcscot@grayling.com  
Anna McDonald 0131 260 2527 hsbcscot@grayling.com  
Cody Edwards 0131 260 2514  hsbcscot@grayling.com 
 
Twitter:  
@HSBCUKBusiness 
 
Note to editors: 
 
HSBC UK  
HSBC UK serves around 14.5 million customers in the UK and employs approximately 
32,000 people. HSBC UK offers a complete range of personal, premier and private banking 
services including bank accounts and mortgages. It also provides commercial banking for 
small to medium businesses and large corporates. HSBC Bank plc is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of HSBC Holdings plc. 
 
HSBC Holdings plc 
HSBC Holdings plc, the parent company of the HSBC Group, is headquartered in London. 
The Group serves customers worldwide from around 3,800 offices in 66 countries and 
territories in Europe, Asia, North and Latin America, and the Middle East and North Africa. 
With assets of US$2,603bn at 30 September 2018, HSBC is one of the world’s largest 
banking and financial services organisations. 
 
Pickering’s Gin.  
 
Pickering’s Gin Baubles are available nationwide from Selfridges, John Lewis, 31dover.com 
and Master of Malt. Pickering’s Gin Baubles are retailed in a gift pack containing six 
differently coloured plastic baubles, each containing 50ml of Pickering’s Gin (RRP: £30.00). 
 
Facebook: /Pickeringsgin | Twitter: @pickeringsgin | Instagram: pickeringsgin 
#ginbaubles #PickGin 
 
Pickering’s Gin is handcrafted at Summerhall Distillery. Summerhall Distillery distil, bottle, 
label and wax every bottle that leaves the distillery by hand. For more information on the 
distillery visit https://pickeringsgin.com/pages/the-gin .  
 
Tasting notes: 
Fresh, light and bold flavours of citrus and juniper give way to intense warming spice of 
cardamom, coriander seed and clove. 
 
Recommended serve 
Ice, tonic and a slice of pink grapefruit. 
 
 
 


