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Foreward

10 YEARS OF FINE ART

As we look back on the last ten years, we are reminded of the truly significant contribution art makes to society. Art is everywhere. From 
the paintings that hang on our walls, to the sculptures that rest on our tables, art surrounds us, compels us, moves us and most of all - it 
inspires us. It allows us to explore unchartered territories filled with a mosaic of emotions.

 At Artspace, we have had the honor to work with some of the world’s most iconic, gifted and seasoned artists. We have seen contemporary 
Middle Eastern art flourish in the region, and across the globe. Our journey continues to be one of awe and discovery as we uncover some 
of the art world’s emerging talents and shed light on its pioneering minds. 

Art is an experience.  We are so delighted to present this special collection of works which we have showcased throughout the years so 
that we can share all that we have experienced with you. We look forward to continuing our tradition of excellence and to promoting the 
splendor that is contemporary Middle Eastern art.
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About Artspace

Founded in 2003, ARTSPACE Dubai is dedicated to the promotion of contemporary Middle Eastern Art and Artists. ARTSPACE caters 
to the tastes and trends of the sophisticated Dubai art scene and the gallery>s discerning worldwide collector base. Its global clientele 
includes private collectors, art consultants, corporate art consultants, architects, interior designers as well as corporations, government, 
diplomatic and social VIPs. In addition to hosting a series of diverse and regular highly acclaimed exhibitions, ARTSPACE also provides 
consulting for art investors as well as offering corporate art services to the business community. Local partnerships with internationally 
renowned art houses and auction establishments have helped push ARTSPACE to the forefront of the market. ARTSPACE offers distinctive 
and unrivaled services to its clients and artists. 

Managing Director Maliha Al-Tabari opened a second ARTSPACE location in London in 2012 in order to further drive Middle Eastern art 
forward and provide artists with a link between the East and West. Additionally, the London gallery will cater to ARTSPACE’s vast client 
base residing in the UK and throughout Europe. The gallery has participated in several local and international art fairs and collaborated 
with numerous iconic art institutions. It continues to be one of the art world’s leading platforms for contemporary Middle Eastern art. 2013 
marks ARTSPACE’s monumental 10th anniversary. 
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Sponsors Foreward

TO CELEBRATE 10 YEARS OF FINE ART WITH ARTSPACE

Duet Group is a company that is open to new possibilities and creative thinking.  We value the opportunity to grow and innovate, and have 
the energy to build lasting, mutually beneficial collaborations with those who share our passion for excellence and the community.

Artspace Gallery is equally energetic in its ambitions; staging exhibitions that challenge, amaze, inspire and attract new audiences.  It is 
this kind of approach that Duet Group admires, and it is why we believe our sponsorship of the gallery is so valuable.

Duet Group is proud to be associated with Artspace in celebrating 10 years of fine art. We look forward to continuing our relationship with 
them and promoting contemporary Middle Eastern art. 

Hedi Ben Mlouka
Duet Group
Duet MENA Limited
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Artists 

Adam Hanein

Adel Siwi

Azar Emdadi

Farouk Hosny

Hussein Madi

Kamal Boullata

Katya Traboulsi

Khaled Zaki

Mohamed Abla

Mohammed Al Shammarey

Mohammed Taman

Monif Ajaj

Mouneer Al Shaarani

Omar El Nagdi

Samira Alikhanzadeh

Zakaria Ramhani
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Adam Henein

Sculptor Adam Henein was born on March 31, 1929. Greatly influenced by the Pharoanic wonders of his homeland as a child, he 
completed his training as a sculptor at the Cairo Faculty of Fine Arts in 1953. Since that time, he has devoted his life to the art of sculpture, 
from which nothing has distracted him, except the practice of color drawing, in keeping with traditional Egyptian techniques. Today he 
is considered to be one of the most influential sculptors of our time. His captivating work has been shown in Egypt and across the Arab 
world, in Europe, and at the Metropolitan in New York. 

Ten years ago, after having lived for almost a quarter of a century in Paris, Henein returned to live in the country of his birth. Over this 
past decade, he has produced a number of unique granite sculptures. It was in Aswan, a city that since Antiquity has been famous for 
its granite quarries, that Henein established the International Sculpture Symposium, of which he has been director since 1996. He was 
awarded the State Award for the Arts in 1998 and the Moubarak Prized in 2004. 

THE BIG READER

1992
Bronze
98 x 73 x 37 cm
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GOAT
1955
Bronze
110 x 90 x 40 cm
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OWL
1955

Bronze
23 x 18.5 x 18 cm





CAT

1955
Bronze

27 x 17 x 14 cm
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Adel El Siwi 

Born in Beheira in 1952, Egyptian painter Adel El Siwi first studied medicine in the early 1970’s before seriously considering a career as a 
painter.  Like other Egyptian artists of the late 1970s, El Siwi, who had emigrated to Europe and North America, was compelled to return 
to the motherland, drawn by the power of Egypt’s legacy of art aesthetic achievement. In 1980 he moved to Milan only to return to Cairo 
in 1990 where he currently lives and works.

After twelve years of self-training and traveling throughout Europe and Egypt he had his first major show in 1985 at the Cairo Atelier. Since 
then he has participated in solo exhibitions in Egypt, Germany, Lebanon and Italy, and group exhibitions as far across the globe as Brazil 
and Mexico. A 1988 exhibition at the Mashrabia Gallery in Cairo marked El Siwi’s transition from the human figure to the interiors cape. This 
new phase attempted to give the traditional still life object pride and powerful presence. Although known for his treatment of the human 
figure, his latest works have been more narrative and ironic. 

In his own words, El Siwi described his latest series, The Seven Faces (2013):

“There is a very special aspect in those seven faces: For the first time in my work, I step out from the direct contact between the face and 
its background. I tried here to connect the face to the background through some sort of indefinite architectural forms. Some elements that 
gave power and stability to the face presence and created subtle relationships between the face and the background.”

UNTITLED 6

2013
Mixed Media on Canvas
220 x 170 cm



21



22

UNTITLED 4

2013
Mixed Media on 
Canvas
220 x 170 cm



UNTITLED 3

2013
Mixed Media on 

Canvas
220 x 170 cm
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UNTITLED 1

2013
Mixed Media on 
Canvas
220 x 170 cm



UNTITLED 2

2013
Mixed Media on 

Canvas
220 x 170 cm
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UNTITLED 7

2013
Mixed Media on 
Canvas
220 x 170 cm
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UNTITLED 5

2013
Mixed Media on 

Canvas
220 x 170 cm
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THE POET

2013
Acrylic on Paper
70 x 50 cm



FORTUNE 
TELLER

2013
Acrylic on 

Canvas
170 x 140 cm
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OTTOMAN 
PRINCESS 2

2013
Acrylic on 
Canvas
154 x 72 cm
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OTTOMAN 
PRINCESS 1

2013
Acrylic on 

Canvas
154 x 72 cm



POSTMODERN 
FACE 2

2013
Acrylic on Paper
100 x 70 cm



THREE LIVES

2013
Acrylic on Paper

70 x 50 cm
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WHISPERING 
FACE 1

2013
Acrylic on Wood
140 x 70 cm
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WHISPERING 
FACE 2

2013
Acrylic on Wood

140 x 70 cm
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Azar Emdadi 

Born in western Azerbaijan, Iran, Azar now lives and works in South Yorkshire, UK. 

Azar obtained her BA in Multi-disciplinary Design specialising in Photography at Staffordshire Polytechnic in 1989.  In 1996 these skills 
were developed further through a Postgraduate course in Gender Studies at Sheffield Hallam University, where Azar majored in ‘Women 
in Film.’ After leaving university, she was commissioned to document the war with Armenia in Soviet Azerbaijan.  This extremely sensitive 
and important work was published in many international journals. 

Azar has since applied her skills as the <Photography Education Co-ordinator’ for the Pavilion Woman’s Art Gallery in Leeds where, during 
the 90’s, she initiated and managed an innovative photographic project for women. Various techniques for manipulating visual media, 
including creative photography, were employed subjectively. The result was a collection of startling images which articulated first and 
foremost the individual’s emotional responses in relation to contextual issues of ‘Self and Identity’. This themed body of work has since 
been exhibited in various libraries and galleries in the UK.

Azar’s uniquely intimate perspective, expressed through the medium of video and photography, has twice secured her the Yorkshire 
and Humberside Arts and Video Awards. These works have facilitated her current engagement with art based concerns, with particular 
emphasis on social, political and gender issues.

Azar Emdadi has held exhibitions around the world, including a solo show at the World Cultural House of Berlin, Vatan Camiyyati (Homeland 
Society) in BAKU and in the UK shown work at Stoke on Trent Museum, Leicester City Hall, St David Hall Cardiff, Graves Art Gallery and 
London Ross Issa Project, She has also published, curated and taken part in gallery educational arts programmes.

Her Dinner In Tehran series takes 12 images inspired by Leonardo Da Vinci’s painting of The Last Supper. These images explore the 
various paradoxes that exist within Iranian society today; the issues of public and private personas, the fractured identities, the censorship 
and strict social codes, which result in many Iranians living a double life



37

DINNER IN TEHRAN 
SERIES 1

2012
C Print

120 x 50 cm
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DINNER IN TEHRAN 
SERIES 12

2012
C Print
120 x 50 cm
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DINNER IN TEHRAN 
SERIES 9

2012
C Print

120 x 50 cm



40

Farouk Hosny 

Farouk Hosny is considered as one of the Middle East’s most iconic artists. Upon graduating from the Alexandria Academy of Arts in 
1964, he was appointed as the director of the Anfoushy Cultural Palace. Hosny then relocated to Paris as a cultural attaché heading the 
Egyptian Cultural Center in Paris.  Hosny was honored at an early age when he was appointed in the prestigious position of handling the 
Egyptian Academy of Arts in Rome. Following his successful time at the Rome academy, he was chosen as the minister of culture of 
Egypt, a position he held until his retirement in 2011.

Mr. Hosny is renowned for his unique abstract style in art. His works have been featured in the most prominent museums, exhibitions 
and art centers in the world including the Metropolitan museum, Houston museum of Fine Arts, Fort Lauderdale in Miami, the National 
Museum of Vienna, le Vittoriano Museum in Rome, Carrousel du Louvre in Paris, Tokyo Art Museum in addition to several Arab and 
Egyptian Museums. Some of the most important art critics have given him introductions such as Jessica Winegar, Dan Cameron, Philippe 
de Montebello of the USA, Michel Nuridsany from France, Enzo Bilardello, Giovanni Carladente, Lorenza Troki and Maria Trenga Benedetti 
from Italy.

Composed with exquisite balance, enigmatic imagery and a dynamic palette, Hosny’s paintings speak the language of the modern world. 
Through his use of abstraction, Hosny has transformed the eternal signs of his native country into restless, calligraphic gestures using 
vivid colors evocative of the Egyptian landscape: the blacks of sudden nightfall, the blues of sea water, the whites of limestone, the violets 
of the Sinai mountain range, the burning ocher of the desert, the green of the flowing Nile, the grays of ancient stones, and the oranges 
of flaming sunsets.

UNTITLED

2013
Acrylic on Canvas
180 x 180 cm
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UNTITLED

2013
Acrylic on Canvas
120 x 180 cm
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UNTITLED

2013
Acrylic on Canvas

180 x 180 cm
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Hussein Madi 

Hussein Madi, painter, sculptor and printmaker, is considered to be one of the Arab world’s primary artists. Born in 1938 in Chebaa, 
Lebanon, he lived between Rome and Beirut from 1973-1986. In 1986 he permanently relocated to Beirut. His art has been viewed by 
thousands of people around the world at such venues as the British Museum, the Venice Biennale and Tokyo’s Ueno Museum. 

Madi’s joyful experiments in color and form have resulted in a unique body of work that relates to modern artists like Matisse and Picasso 
as well as to the principles of divine harmony that inform the abstract designs of Islamic art. Whether in two or three dimensions, Madi’s 
lines sing with a spontaneous freedom that belies the careful, even exacting, calculations that the artist invests in each work. The 
combination of meticulousness and sensuality is evident across all of Madi’s work, inspired by his profound belief in “God’s universal order, 
in which everything is different and yet composed of the same cosmic elements.”

UNTITLED

2013
Acrylic on Canvas
130 x 90 cm
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Kamal Boullata 

Kamal Boullata is a Palestinian painter and writer. Public collections holding his art include the British Museum, London; Institut du Monde 
Arabe, Paris; New York Public Library, New York; The Khalid Shoman Foundation, Amman, Jordan National Gallery, Amman; Sharjah Art 
Museum, Sharjah and the Bibliothèque Louis Notari, Monaco. 

His writings on Arab and Palestinian art have appeared in exhibition catalogues, anthologies and periodicals, including the Journal 
of Palestine Studies, Third Text, Michigan Quarterly Review, Muslim World, Quadernos de la Alhambra and The Encyclopedia of the 
Palestinians. He is the author of Istihdar al-Makan: Dirasat fi al-Fan al-Tashkili al-Filastini al-Mu’asir (Recovery of Place: A Study of 
Contemporary Palestinian Art(Alecso, Tunis, 2000), the editor of Belonging and Globalisation: Critical Essays on Contemporary Art and 
Culture (Saqi, London, 2008) and the author of Palestinian Art: From 1850 to the Present (Saqi, London 2009). 

His distinctive works carry the voice and aspirations of 
generations, representing the views and ideals of all ages

ALIF LAM MIM (TRIPTYCH)

2009
Acrylic on Canvas
100 x 150 cm
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NOCTURNE II

2001
Acrylic on Canvas
132 x 132 cm
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NOCTURNE III

2001
Acrylic on Canvas

132 x 132 cm
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Katya Traboulsi  

Katya Traboulsi is a Dubai based, contemporary Lebanese artist. Her work has been featured in numerous exhibitions around the world.  
Katya’s art has found its way to several private collections in Canada, France, Switzerland, the United States, England, Dubai, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Bahrain, Jordan and Lebanon. She has partnered with several organizations to raise funds and awareness for 
various charities and causes. Katya also regularly donates her pieces for special charitable proceedings as well. She also runs the “Katya 
Traboulsi Ateliers” in Dubai for emerging young and talented artists. In her work, Katya moves freely with her brush telling a new story with 
every stroke. She draws inspiration from the environment and the region she lives in. Katya de-dramatizes reality by using bold colors and 
figures between the real and the unreal. She refers to her expressionist paintings as her “mind releaser” as it serves as a sort of therapy 
to release the fears related to the people and circumstances of life around her.

 For her You Are Beautiful collection, Katya examines the relationship between art and science. She notes that science has to experiment 
to move forward, and we don’t always understand that the same is true for art. In her work, Katya has taken MRI scans and x-rays to 
re-invent the portrait. If art is about observing the surface to get beneath the surface, what better way than by scanning the inside of a 
body. While our society worships looks and style, and makes its judgments accordingly, the judgment of our inside body is very different. 
The cells, the tissues, the connections between the brain and the organs of the body are gloriously made toward perfection. Katya 
has re-conducted us to view ourselves differently.  We are more than we thought. We are movingly similar to each other. Our separate 
personalities are temporarily erased, freeing us from the worry of self, into a united place that all of us share. Her work does what art is 
supposed to do – it opens the path into another dimension.

FREE THOUGHTS 

2013
MRI/Painting Digitized on Lightbox
100 x 100 cm
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WE ARE

2013
Lenticular 3D 
with motion
80 x 100 cm
Editions of 3
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THE SAME

2013
Lenticular 3D 

with motion
80 x 100 cm
Editions of 3
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HAPPY DAYS

2013
Lenticular 3D 
with motion
120 x 100 cm
Editions of 3



HAPPY NIGHTS

2013
Lenticular 3D 

with motion
120 x 100 cm

Editions of 3



56

NOISE

2013
Mixed Media on Canvas
200 x 200 cm
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Khaled Zaki  

Born in Suez, Egypt in 1964, sculptor Khaled Zaki holds a Bachelor in Business from the Faculty of Commerce and a Master>s in 
Restoration from the Faculty of Archaeology at Cairo University. Zaki studied Sculpture at the Al Khonany Museum of Art in Giza and 
perfected his use of stone and bronze in the various workshops in Pietrasanta Lu, Italy. A versatile and truly gifted artist, he has been 
commended on his painting and in 2000, won a national competition for the design and execution of a monumental sculpture in Galan 
Square, Cairo. During the Egyptian revolution of January 25th his works had been clearly moved from abstract to a combination between 
figurative and abstract where the artist with his style and in his own way could capture and express the feelings, dreams, and expectations 
of those living today within Egyptian and Arab society.

Zaki’s passion for the ancient Egyptian and Mediterranean arts and his deep concern about the resurrection subject can be touched in 
the forms, techniques and colors of his sculptures. He recently held the honor of representing his homeland in the Egypt Pavilion of the 
2013 Venice Biennale. Zaki has participated in global exhibitions and symposiums. His works can be found in the Egyptian Museum for 
Modern Art, Cairo, and Egyptian Museum for Modern Sculpture in Aswan, and in private collections in the United States, Belgium, Italy, 
Ireland, Mexico, Kuwait, UAE and KSA.

THE SUFI

2012
Bronze
47 height x 45 diameter
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LADY WITH THE GOLD SCARF
2013
Statuary Marble and Red Porphyry
50 x 50 x 20 cm
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THE SACRIFICE

2012
Travertino 
Romano
75 x 20 x 20 cm
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TEENAGER

2013
Bronze

82 x 25 x 20 cm



64

Mohamed Abla  

The Egyptian-born Abla gained fame for his unique style of blending European influences into traditional Egyptian methods of painting. At 
a very young age Abla knew he wanted to be an artist. He earned a scholarship to Europe through his first solo exhibition held at Spanish 
Cultural Institute in Cairo. He spent 7 prolific years in Europe, after graduating from the faculty of Fine Arts in Alexandria. His continuous 
traveling brought him broad exposure to the international art scene, along with the opportunity to study and exhibit in European galleries. 

Mohamed Abla’s works were very much influenced by the images of the past, their wealth of traditions and symbols. His artworks form a 
story, a record of the past and present like an entry into a diary, these records of events reflect time and his position through the changing 
courses of his life. He created paintings of overpowering intensity, depicting Cairo street scenes in easy, free lines. Abla’s work is focused 
mainly on graphics and oil painting. He is the recipient of many prestigious awards in Egypt and abroad. In 1977 he won the Grand prize 
at the Alexandria Biennale.

MY PEOPLE IN TAHRIR

2011
Acrylic on Canvas
140 x 160 cm
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MY PEOPLE IN 
TAHRIR

2011
Acrylic on 
Canvas
140 x 160 cm
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UNTITLED

2007
Acrylic on Canvas

120 x 150 cm
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MOHAMED INSTALLATION IN ART DUBAI 2012
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Mohammed Al Shammarey  

Mohammed Al Shammarey, born in Baghdad, Iraq in 1962, is a self-taught artist. He is a member of the UNESCO International Association 
for Plastic Arts (AIAP), the Iraqi Artist Association, and the Iraqi Society of Plastic Artists. His work has been exhibited in the Middle East, 
North Africa, and Europe, including the 9th Cairo International Biennale, 2003–2004; the Frankfurt International Book Fair, 2004 and 2005; 
and Imagining the Book International Biennial, Alexandria Library, Egypt, 2005.

In 2004, he received an award from the Festival of Mediterranean People, Bisceglie, Italy, and in 2003, the prize of Arab Pioneers from the 
Arab Pioneers Festival under the patronage of the Arab League. His body of work comprises video art, photography, book art, painting, 
and sculpture. He currently lives in the United States. Mohammed Al Shammarey’s work focuses on the humanistic elements of Islamic 
philosophy. 

HANDLE WITH CARE 1

2013
Giclee Print on Fine Art Velvet Paper
112 x 92 cm
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HANDLE WITH CARE 2

2013
Giclee Print on Fine Art Velvet Paper
140 x 56 cm
Edition of 3
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MAQAM-MAN & 6 WOMEN
2013

Giclee Print on Fine Art Velvet Paper
177 x 56 cm

Edition of 3
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MAQAM-WHITE

2012
Giclee Print on Fine Art Velvet 
Paper
112 x 92 cm
Edition of 3
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MAQAM-BLACK

2012
Giclee Print on Fine Art Velvet 

Paper
112 x 92 cm

Edition of 3
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Mohammed Taman  

Born in the city of Tanta – Ghabia in 1976, Mohammed Taman is an Egyptian contemporary artist and painter. He holds a master>s degree 
in digital arts and is currently the Director of the Research Center of New Media Arts, under the jurisdiction of Fine Arts of the Egyptian 
Ministry of Culture. He is also a skilled lecturer and researcher in the field of digital arts. 

His paintings are characterized by color materials which he uses and forms by hand. The composition of such colors involves many 
petroleum derivatives and oil oxides so these elements can interact together on the surface of the painting. He has a very signature 
style and his artistic experience in the industry exceeds more than ten years. He does a great deal of experimentation and continuous 
improvements to the nature of the materials with which he works, that are ultimately turned into unique works of art that cannot be 
replicated or reproduced. Each piece of art stands alone as a distinctive piece as it is the result of chemical reactions which cannot be 
repeated twice on the surface of two different paintings. His style is marked by a certain specialty both in terms of the raw materials he 
uses, and in terms of linking the same to the contemporary intellectual philosophy of everyday life issues, which adds a philosophical 
dimension to the painting in addition to its technical content.

The intellectual style of Taman is based on the duplication of vision, as for at the first glance, you can configure the general impression of 
the painting, but shortly after looking more closely, you can see another angle and dimension bearing  a new thought and philosophy that 
may contradict the first impression of the initial vision. Upon the absorption of the painting’s details, you can see more and more elements. 
Every painting carries in its content thousands of meanings of other small paintings.

In one of his artistic presentations, the artist addresses the status of Arab women in three dimensions with three different ideologies. From 
the famous and beloved Arabic musical wonder Umm Kulthum, to an unidentified veiled woman and a ballerina, each piece of work carries 
an implicit message with an even deeper intellectual dimension which goes far beyond just their appearance. You can see the three works 
as integrated, complementing each other or you can see each piece separately within its own dimension.

THE VEIL BLACK BOX IN GARDEN

2013
Pigments on Wood
125 x 121 cm
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THE HAIR BOW OF UMM KULTHUM

2013
Pigments on Wood
125 x 121 cm
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THE BALLERINE SHOES

2013
Pigments on Wood
125 x 121 cm
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Monif Ajaj 

Born in Deir Ez-Zor, Syria, Monif Ajaj (1968) graduated from the Belarus Academy of Fine Arts in Minsk in 1995, and has since gone on to 
teach at the Faculty of Fine Arts in Damascus, as well as illustrate children’s books. In 2006, he was awarded first prize for young Syrian 
artist of the year. He has had individual exhibitions at the Zara Gallery, Amman (2009, 2007 and 2004) and group shows at Art Dubai 
(2011), Shaab Gallery in Damascus (2010), Khan Assad Pasha and Maktab Al Assad in Damascus (2006) and Darat al Founoun, Amman 
(2005). His artwork also forms part of private and national collections, such as the British Museum (London), Darat al Founoun (Amman), 
and the Minister of Culture (Damascus). 

Monif Ajaj’s portraits are generally inspired by his daily life in Damascus and his childhood in Al Jezireh. Men are playing with their rosaries, 
slouching on the floor eating nuts and engaging the viewer with a penetrating gaze. Highly dexterous in his drawing, his exclusively male 
and almost life-size portraits depict Syrian society in a satirical way and are reminiscent of the work of early 20th century western artists, 
particularly Daumier.

UNTITLED

2013
Acrylic on Canvas
165 x 145 cm
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UNTITLED

2013
Acrylic on Canvas
165 x 145 cm
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UNTITLED

2013
Acrylic on Canvas

165 x 145 cm
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Mouneer Al Shaarani  

Born in 1952, Mouneer Al Shaarani is an internationally acclaimed Syrian artist. He is an admired calligrapher, book designer and writer 
with 35 years of experience. He found his calling at a young age as an apprentice for the most important Syrian calligrapher, Badawi Al 
Dirany.

He later graduated with a degree in Graphic Design, from the faculty of Fine Arts in Damascus in 1977.

Al Shaarani is not only synonymous with contemporary Arabic calligraphy; he had also dominated it by crafting new techniques. His work 
seeks faultlessness attained only through modernizing calligraphic heritage. Al Shaarani also published tutorials and articles about Arab 
calligraphy and Arab Islamic art. His work has been showcased internationally gaining wide exposure through exhibitions in over a dozen 
countries around the Arab world, Europe and the States. He is a highly acclaimed master calligrapher. 

QURAN

2010
Gouache on Paper
143 x 100 cm
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IN AS MUCH AS THE (CALIBER) MEN 
OF WILL ARE, RESOLUTIONS ARE

2007
Gouache on Paper
110 x 110 cm
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PEOPLE ARE BUT THOSE 
LOVERS, THOSE OF PASSION

2007
Gouache on Paper

100 x 100 cm
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MEN’S CHARACTERISTICS

2012
Gouache on Paper
150 x 150 cm



91

WOMEN’S CHARACTERISTICS

2012
Gouache on Paper

150 x 150 cm
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Omar El-Nagdi  

Omar El-Nagdi was born in Cairo in 1931 and studied at the Faculty of Fine Arts. He participated in many exhibitions and Biennales in 
Egypt, Europe and the former Soviet Union.

Winner of several prizes, his paintings were acquired by museums and renowned institutions throughout the world. El-Nagdi is an Egyptian 
symbolist and magician of color. His paintings are sufficient proof of his exceptional gifts for symbolic design and the splendid use of color. 
They are absolutely mesmerizing, as one will find themselves gazing continuously in awe at his work.

Through his expressive textures, colors and symbolic elements, his paintings offer a serious communication that is deeply felt. He translates 
Egyptian life into timeless symbolism that goes beyond mere decoration to discover a mixture of humanist and mystic sensibilities.

ROUND ALEF

2012
Acrylic and Oil on Canvas
150 x 150 cm
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BLUE KA’ABA

2012
Acrylic and Oil on Canvas
150 x 150 cm
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BLACK KA’ABA

2012
Acrylic and Oil on Canvas

180 x 180  cm
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Samira Alikhanzadeh  

Born in Iran in 1967, Samira Alikhanzadeh studied painting as an undergraduate at Azad University and then completed her Masters in 
Fine Art.

Her early work heavily featured windows, focusing on the effects of light movements in interior settings when filtered through glass. Not 
long ago, a serendipitous discovery of old family photographs led to a shift of focus and recent pieces primarily feature individuals - 
particularly women and children - as their main subject matter. They are truly powerful and evoke several emotions. 

In her latest productions, Alikhanzadeh’s images are printed digitally on wooden boards and subsequently painted over with acrylic. A key 
element of the current series is the omnipresence of mirror fragments. This medium playfully invites viewers to place themselves within the 
work and thus encourages them to ponder their own identity, existence, mortality, and gender.

NO. 2 FROM MIRROR GARDEN SERIES, 
STROLL INSIDE KASHAN CARPET

2013
Digital Print on Plexiglas,  
Mirror & Kashan Carpet 
100 x 70 cm
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NO. 4 FROM MIRROR 
GARDEN SERIES, STROLL 
INSIDE QASHQAI CARPET

2013
Digital Print on Plexiglas,  
Mirror & Qashqai Carpet 
150 x 120 cm
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NO. 3 FROM MIRROR 
GARDEN SERIES, STROLL 
INSIDE QASHQAI CARPET

2013
Digital Print on Plexiglas,  
Mirror & Qashqai Carpet 

150 x 100 cm
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Zakaria Ramhani  

Zakaria Ramhani was born in Tangier in 1983. The son of a painter, he discovered very early the different painting techniques in his father’s 
studio. Deeply influenced by the way the religious conservatives criticized his father for making figurative art, Zakaria Ramhani chose to use 
and transform the Islamic tradition of calligraphy, whose abstract nature allowed artists to avoid violating the prohibition against figurative 
representation. Zakaria Ramhani got his diploma to become a fine art teacher in Tangier in 2003, and worked as a teacher, before giving 
up his work to devote himself entirely to his paintings.

Since 2007, he has been working on his project From Right to Left, in which he explores the relations between the art of portrait and the 
Arabic and Latin calligraphy. “I no longer painted pictures”, he said, “I wrote portraits”. Words and phrases of various size and colors are 
therefore superimposed and intertwined to create faces, bodies and figures. His large size portraits question the relationship between 
Identity and Otherness, Individuality, and deal with the role of the artist in the society.

Zakaria Ramhani’s works have been showed at the Word Into Art exhibition organized by the British Museum in London (2008), at Dak’art 
Biennale (Senegal, 2008), at the Cairo Biennale (2009), at the Intermoenia Extrart exhibition in Italy (2009), at the Barjeel Foundation 
(U.A.E, 2011). In 2012, his work was exhibited at the Barbican Gallery in London, and at the Institut du Monde Arabe in Paris. Some of his 
works have also been acquired by famous art collectors: the royal family of Morocco, Bank Al Maghrib’s museum, Jean-Paul Blachère’s 
foundation, Alain-Dominique Perrin. His paintings have been sold by fine arts auction houses, such as Christie’s Dubai or CMOOA 
Morocco. In 2010, he was listed by Artprice in the top ten artists aged under thirty who had achieved the highest auction results. 

OBAMA AND THE SMALL OCTOPUS

2010
Acrylic on Canvas
240 x 200 cm
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AS YOU CAN’T SEE

2012
Acrylic on Canvas
240 x 200 cm



FACES OF YOUR 
OTHER SERIES

2008
Acrylic on Canvas

240 x 200 cm
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UNTITLED 1

2012
Oil on Canvas
152 x 122 cm
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UNTITLED 2

2012
Oil on Canvas
152 x 122 cm
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ARAFAT

2011
Acrylic on Canvas
200 x 480 cm
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