
NEWTON COMMERCIAL 
HOW TO USE THE 

SF800 MAZDA MX-5/MIATA 1996 – 2001 

MOULDED SEAT FOAM REPAIR KIT 

 

                                                   
 

ITEMS REQUIRED: 

Pair of sharp scissors, Sharp kitchen knife (Electric carving knife will do the job), 

General purpose contact adhesive (Spray can is preferred). 

Typical problems found with older vehicle seats, which use moulded foams, are as follows; 

a) The side rolls, especially those on the outside of the car, suffer badly due to constant wear when the 

occupants get in & out of the vehicle. The usual signs of problems are when the seat feels softer on 

these high areas, the seat cover around the soft area will become loose & start to crease; eventually a 

hole or tear will appear in the cover, revealing worn & crumbling foam underneath. This wear pattern is 

more pronounced on seats with higher side rolls.  

b) Most moulded foams employ the use of trim wires which are built into the foam just below the surface, 

running along the channels where the cover is held in place tightly so as to follow the contours of the 

foam.  Over time as the seat becomes more fatigued, more stress is put on these wires to the point where 

they are pulled upwards through the surface of the foam and so no longer provide a secure anchor for 

the cover, which is allowed to move, this causes further wear  - and so it goes on …………….. 

 

REPAIR OF SIDE ROLLS (BASE OR SQUAB) 

             

                                                                         
 

 

                                                                                 
                                                                                     

 

 

 

YOUR REPAIR KIT CONSISTS OF 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 

1) 2 Pairs  Side roll toppers for the 

bases & backrests 

2) 2 off  Foam blocks 

3)  1off  Piece of hessian 

4)  3 off  Strips of calico 
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This is a typical indication of wear on a 

side roll as described in (a) above. The 

surface of the foam moulding is broken & 

the darkened area shows where the foam 

will be softer due to stress. The aim is to 

replace the damaged foam with new, 

using the foam block supplied. 

The damaged foam needs to be cut away. 

Using a very sharp knife (or electric carving knife) cut 

vertically down one side of the damaged area, into 

good foam.  

Make another cut parallel to the first so that the 

distance between cuts equals the width of the foam 

block.  
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Having made the vertical cuts next cut 

horizontally to form a neat slot for the foam 

block to sit in. 

CARE - Inside the foam there is a hoop of metal 

(part of the seat frame). This provides internal 

support for the foam side rolls. 

This can just be seen – see tip of arrow 

Now the damaged foam has been cut away, all may 

appear well. NOT NECESSARILY SO! 

INVESTIGATE!...... Using fingers push down on the 

foam each side of the metal hoop. 

If the foam splits open easily it indicates that internal 

wear has taken place. The foam should be firmly 

attached to the metal (as the frame is integrally 

moulded into the foam). 

Using your sharp knife cut vertically down one  side of 

the metal hoop to a depth of around 30mm. 

Opening up this slit with your fingers, apply spray 

adhesive over the metal and its surrounding foam. 

When almost dry close the foam back into place around 

the metal. This leaves your cut slot ready for fitting the 

new foam block. 

 

1. Spray all inside edges of the slot & the bottom edge & sides of a foam block.  

2. Open out the sides of the slot & insert the block (with an overhang at each end) into the 

bottom of the slot. 

3. Push the sides together. 

1 3 2 

When the glue is dry, use your sharp knife to shape the foam block to match the 

original shape of the side roll. 

(Don’t worry if you still have a few small lumps & bumps in the foam) 
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You will see that although the damaged foam has been replaced, the repair & surrounding area still 

feels softer than lesser worn parts. This is because the moulded foam has a firm skin, formed 

during the moulding process.  

 In order to make the repair firmer, take a section of the hessian & cut it to shape  

 Glue the hessian in place, pulling it firmly over the roll to give a smooth finish. 

(As shown above) 

 

In order to hide the repair so that it does not show 

through your new seat covers.  

Use the 3mm thick foam side roll toppers to cover 

both side rolls. 

This also helps to revive the foams by helping to 

fill the new covers. 

Note. Glue foam to foam so that the smooth 

surface of the topper is towards the seat cover. 

This will help the fitting process. 

 

1. Glue the bottom edge of the foam topper & bottom of side roll. (near the trim wire channel) 

2. Pull back the topper; glue the back & the whole front surface of the side roll. 

3. Stretch the topper up & over the side roll pulling out all creases 

4. This shows the position of the topper in the channels. 

5. Trim off level with the edge of the foam 

6. Repeat for the other side roll. 

 

5 6 4
 1  

3 2 1 

Page 3 of 4 



 

 

                                                                     
 

REPAIR OF DAMAGED TRIM WIRE CHANNEL 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                    
 

                        

Repairs complete. 

Squab foam ready for new seat cover. 

 Pictures show typical problems where the trim wire has pulled through the 

surface of the foam. 

 Open up the surrounding foam – spray glue around the wire/foam, allow to dry, 

push the wire back in  then close up the foam 

 Use pieces of calico (supplied in the kit) 
glued to the surface of the foam over the 
top of the repair. 

 Leave areas of trim wire, where the seat 
cover is hog ringed to the wire, exposed 
for ease of fitting. 

Any other slits can similarly be 

repaired by opening, spray with 

glue then glue some calico over 

the top for strength. 

Base foam repaired. 
Side roll toppers would help to 

support the new cover and then you 
are ready for fitting. 

(As with the squab foam above) 
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