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Macedonia was an ancient kingdom on the periphery of Archaic
and Classical Greece, and later the dominant state of Hellenistic
Greece. The kingdom was founded and initially ruled by the
royal Argead dynasty, which was followed by the Antipatrid and
Antigonid dynasties. Home to the ancient Macedonians, the
earliest kingdom was centered on the northeastern part of the
Greek peninsula, and bordered by Epirus to the west, Paeonia to
the north, Thrace to the east and Thessaly to the south.

The name Macedonia (Greek: Moakedovio, Makedonia) comes
from the ethnonym Moxkeddveg (Makeddnes), which itself is
derived from the ancient Greek adjective (makednos), meaning
"tall, slim", also the name of a people related to the Dorians
(Herodotus), and possibly descriptive of Ancient Macedonians.

It is most likely cognate with the adjective poaxpog (makros), meaning "long" or "tall" in
Ancient Greek. The name is believed to have originally meant either "highlanders", "the tall
ones", or "high grown men". Linguist Robert S. P. Beekes claims that both terms are of
Pre-Greek substrate origin and cannot be explained in terms of Indo-European morphology,
however Filip De Decker rejects Beekes’ arguments as insufficient.




