
NETHERLANDS

www.BMCHAM.com

1 (844) HAM - GOLD

1840 WILLEM I PROOF 2-1/2 GULDEN PCGS PR64 CAMEO

William I was a Prince of Orange, the King of the Netherlands and Grand
Duke of Luxembourg. He was the son of the last Stadtholder of the Dutch
Republic. After an agreement with Napoleon, he became the ruler of the
Principality of Nassau-Orange-Fulda from 1803 until 1806, when he was
deposed by Napoleon. In November 1813, after the Defeat of Napoleon at
the Battle of Leipzig, he was asked to become the Sovereign Prince of the
United Netherlands. He proclaimed himself King of the Netherlands on 16
March 1815. On 9 June of the same year, William I also became the Grand
Duke of Luxembourg and in 1839 he became the Duke of Limburg. After his
abdication in 1840, he styled himself King William Frederick, Count of
Nassau.

In 1799, William landed in the current North Holland as part of an Anglo-Russian invasion of Holland.
The Hereditary Prince was instrumental in fomenting a mutiny on the Batavian naval squadron in the
Vlieter, resulting in the surrender of the ships without a fight to the Royal Navy, which accepted the
surrender in the name of the stadtholder. Not all the local Dutch population, however, was pleased with
the arrival of the prince. One local Orangist was even executed. The hoped-for popular uprising failed to
materialise. After several minor battles the Hereditary Prince was forced to leave the country again after
the Convention of Alkmaar. The mutineers of the Batavian fleet, with their ships, and a large number of
deserters from the Batavian army accompanied the retreating British troops to Britain. There William
formed the King's Dutch Brigade with these troops, a military unit in British service, that swore oaths of
allegiance to the British King, but also to the States General, defunct since 1795, "whenever those
would be reconstituted." This brigade trained on the Isle of Wight in 1800 and was eventually used by
the British in Ireland

Displaying definite reflectivity and frosty devices, this nearly-gem example boasts glossy fields that,
other than a few minor wisps, are clear of any major distractions. Visually stunning, as is confirmed by
the star designation given by NGC, and a choice example of this final year in the series.


