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Charles I (19 November 1600 – 30 January 1649)[a] was King of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland from 27 March 1625 until his 
execution in 1649. He was born into the House of Stuart as the 
second son of King James VI of Scotland, but after his father 
inherited the English throne in 1603 (as James I), he moved to 
England, where he spent much of the rest of his life. He became heir 
apparent to the kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland in 1612 
upon the death of his elder brother, Henry Frederick, Prince of 
Wales. An unsuccessful and unpopular attempt to marry him to the 
Spanish Habsburg infanta Maria Anna culminated in an eight-month 
visit to Spain in 1623 that demonstrated the futility of the marriage 
negotiation. Two years later, he married the Bourbon princess 
Henrietta Maria of France.

From 1642, Charles fought the armies of the English and Scottish parliaments in the English Civil 
War. After his defeat in 1645 at the hands of the Parliamentarian New Model Army, he fled north from 
his base at Oxford. Charles surrendered to a Scottish force and after lengthy negotiations between the 
English and Scottish parliaments he was handed over to the Long Parliament in London. 

Great Britain Gold Triple Unite, Charles I, S-2724, Oxford Mint, 26.97g. APR's well into six-figure 
territory for these! With the movement of the king's mint from Shrewsbury to Oxford in early January 
of 1643, the initial production of these pieces were from a cruder die-style as Shrewsbury dies were 
used up (traditionally all Triple Unites with banded plumes are attributed to Oxford). The minting of 
1642-dated pieces at Oxford would have lasted until 25 March 1643.


