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Philip the Handsome, also called the Fair, was ruler of the 
Burgundian Netherlands and titular Duke of Burgundy from 1482 
to 1506, as well as the first Habsburg King of Castile (as Philip I) 
for a brief time in 1506. The son of Maximilian I, Holy Roman 
Emperor and Mary of Burgundy, Philip was less than four years 
old when his mother died, and upon her death, he inherited the 
Burgundian Netherlands. Despite his young age, Philip quickly 
proved himself an effective ruler beloved by his people in the Low 
Countries, pursuing policies that favoured peace and economic 
development, while maintaining a steady course of government 
building. Philip was the first Habsburg monarch in Spain, and 
every Spanish monarch since his son Charles V, Holy Roman 
Emperor has been one of his descendants. Philip died before his 
father, and therefore never inherited his father's territories or 
became Holy Roman Emperor.

In 1504, Philip's mother-in-law, Queen Isabella of Castile, died, leaving the Crown of Castile 
to Joanna. Isabella I's widower and former co-monarch, King Ferdinand II, endeavored to lay 
hands on the regency of Castile, but the nobles, who disliked and feared him, forced him to 
withdraw. Philip was summoned to Spain, where he was recognized as king.

Obverse: St Philip standing behind crowned shield.
Reverse: Cross, crowns, and lis in angles
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