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1422-61 FRANCE 1RD’OR FR-303 CHARLES VII AU-58 NGC

Charles VII was King of France from 1422 to his death in 
1461. In the midst of the Hundred Years' War, Charles VII 
inherited the throne of France under desperate 
circumstances. Forces of the Kingdom of England and the 
duke of Burgundy occupied Guyenne and northern 
France, including Paris, the most populous city, and 
Reims, the city in which French kings were traditionally 
crowned. In addition, his father, Charles VI, had 
disinherited him in 1420 and recognized Henry V of 
England and his heirs as the legitimate successors to the 
French crown. At the same time, a civil war raged in 
France between the Armagnacs (supporters of the House 
of Valois) and the Burgundian party (supporters of the 
House of Valois-Burgundy, which was allied to the 
English).

Although Charles VII's legacy is far overshadowed by the deeds and eventual martyrdom of 
Joan of Arc and his early reign was at times marked by indecisiveness and inaction, he was 
responsible for successes unprecedented in the history of the Kingdom of France.[citation 
needed] He succeeded in what four generations of his predecessors (namely his father Charles 
VI, his grandfather Charles V, his great-grandfather John II and great-great grandfather Philip 
VI) failed to do — the expulsion of the English and the conclusion of the Hundred Years' War.

3.71g. King standing holding two scepters against a tapestry of fleurs de lis. Reverse; Floriated 
cross in quadrilobe.
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