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Before the Lesson: 

Print the Variations on America 
listening packet (includes listening 

map, variations sheet, coloring sheet, Draw What You 
Hear) 

Additionally, have you seen this blog post and mini 
lesson? Learn About Charlies Ives: What Charlie Heard 

Be prepared with colored pencils, etc… 

Some families enjoy having SQUILT Snacks to keep 
everyone happy and engaged - totally up to you! How 
about this PATRIOTIC SNACK MIX?  
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https://www.squiltmusic.com/blog/charles-ives
http://teaspoonofgoodness.com/patriotic-snack-mix/


Variations on 
“America” 

by Charles Ives 

Charles Ives was born in Connecticut, just 7 years after the Civil 
War ended. He was one of the pioneers of the Modern Era of 
American music. Charles Ives was a sportsman, businessman, and 
composer. He loved to experiment with sound, and children will 
easily be able to hear that experimentation in his music. 

Most importantly, Charles Ives didn’t attempt to please anyone 
with his music - he simply wanted to please himself by replicating 
the sounds of everyday life he heard around him. 

Before we learn about one of Charles Ives' most famous pieces, 
his Variations on America, we will listen to "America" - also 
known as "My Country 'Tis of Thee".  

Samuel Smith wrote this song (which eventually became 
America's unofficial national anthem). It was his intent to write a 
song that would allow the American people to give their praise 
to God for their wonderful land.  
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In music, we have a certain FORM (a way of organizing a piece of 
music) called Theme and Variations.  

In Ives' piece the THEME is the main theme  -- the "My Country 
'Tis of Thee" melody. The VARIATIONS are those changes to the 
main theme that Ives makes throughout the piece.  

The overall form of this piece is a theme and 6 variations 
  
Charles Ives wrote this piece for pipe organ - although over time 
it has been arranged for band and orchestra as well. We will 
listen to an orchestral version in our lesson, but I will also provide 
other links for listening.  

 

Homegrown Learners, LLC



Music Concepts: 
(More advanced students may want to fill out the SQUILT 4 box sheet that 

follows - we will not dicuss it formally in our live lesson, though.) 

FORM:   The overall plan or structure of a piece of music. This piece 
is THEME & VARIATIONS 

INSTRUMENTATION: We will hear all 4 families of the orchestra and 
many interesting combinations of instruments. (Using the Meet the 
Instrument cards during the lesson will be helpful if you have them.) 

More Vocabulary: 

Minor:  very simply, sad sounding music - the opposite of MAJOR. 

Interlude:  an intervening piece of music in the middle of a larger 
piece 

Dissonant:  harmonically unresolved - not sounding good to our ears. 

Fanfare:  short, lively sound of trumpets - showy, outward display 

Finale:  the last section of a composition - a grand ending. 
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https://store.squiltmusic.com/collections/meet-the-instruments/products/meet-the-instruments-exploring-the-orchestra


SQUILT 
Super Quiet UnInterrupted Listening Time 

Title:    Variations on “America” 
Composer:   Charles Ives 

Dynamics 
(Louds and Softs in Music) 

Rhythm/Tempo 
(Patterns of Sound &  
Speed of the Beat) 

Instrumentation 
(What instruments do you hear?  

Which families?) 

Mood 
(How does the music make you feel?)
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Additional Learning/Listening: 

Listening Links: 

My Country ’Tis of Thee 

Variations on “America”- Pipe Organ 
Variations on “America” - Orchestra 

Listen to more pieces by Charles Ives on the June 
SQUILT LIVE! calendar 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6nwidAdH4A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFevLc16VUg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivWut4jfC4c


To learn more about other Modern Era 
composers in SQUILT Volume 4. 

Use the code MEMBERS to receive 20% off 
your purchase!
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https://store.squiltmusic.com/products/volume-4-modern-era

