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Symphony 5 
Mvmt. 1 - Allegro con brio 

(By Ludwig van Beethoven, 1804-1808) 

Classical Era (1750-1820) 

Instructions: 

Print whatever sheets you feel your children will use 
during the lesson. (I go over the background 
material through a slide share)  

I would highly recommend the Meet the Instrument 
flash cards or matching cards for this lesson - 
children will be able to identify so many instruments 
of the orchestra as they see and hear them. 
Remember, use the code MEMBERS to receive 20% 
off your purchase. 

Listening Link: Featuring famous conductor 
Gustavo Dudamel 
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https://store.squiltmusic.com/collections/meet-the-instruments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22wEhOdfAfA


The Most Famous  
MOTIF in all of Music 

This motif consists of four notes - (short - short - short - 
LONG). Children will be able to hear this motif played 
throughout the movement - by different instruments, 

sometimes higher, sometimes lower. 

This motif has been used in all types of music!  During 
World War II, the BBC used the four-note motif to 

introduce its radio news broadcasts because "short-
short-short-long" spells the letter "V" in Morse code. 

The "V" meant "Victory". It was played very quietly on 
a drum. People in Nazi occupied countries who 

wanted to hear the news listened in secret to the BBC 
news because it was more likely to be true. 
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Checklist: 
A MOTIF is  a short musical idea that occurs often 
in a piece of music. 

Beethoven wrote this symphony when he was in 
his mid thirties - he was becoming deaf at that 

time. 

Beethoven wrote NINE SYMPHONIES in all. Each 
symphony has 4 different MOVEMENTS. 
 

The entire 5th symphony sounds like a struggle 
(most of it is in a minor key), but by the end it is 
more hopeful and ends in a major key. 

 This symphony, ETA Hoffman wrote, "sets in 
motion the machinery of awe, of fear, of terror, of 
pain, and awakens that infinite yearning which is  

     the essence of Romanticism". 

Beethoven wrote this with the turmoil of war, 
revolution and personal crisis 
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Draw What You Hear 

    

 

Symphony #5 - mvmt. 1/
Allegro con brio 

by Ludwig van Beethoven 
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SQUILT
Dynamics  
(Loud and Soft)

Instrumentation 
(What instruments do you hear?)

Mood 
(How Does it Make You Feel?)

Rhythm/Tempo 
(Patterns of Sound & Speed of the 

Beat) 

!
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