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Lesson Objectives: 

In this SQUILT LIVE! lesson we are chiefly concerned with establishing 
Stephen Foster as The Father of American Music - conveying to the 
children his importance to our country’s tradition of song during the mid 
1800s. 

We will also practice using music vocabulary. 

We will listen to three different versions of “Oh Susanna” - the song 
sung quite simply, another performance by an opera singer, and a third 
performance by the United States Navy Band (without words). 

During the third performance I will encourage the children to use their 
own music vocabulary - with assistance from a word bank I will give them 
- to describe the three different sections of music we will hear.  

Links used:   

Oh! Susanna - Listen and Read Along 
Oh! Susanna - Library of Congress Recording 
Oh! Susanna - SQUILT Music/US Navy Band 

Homegrown Learners, LLC

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYiXyZwgPB8
https://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.200198044/
https://vimeo.com/279724116


Oh, Susanna! 
 

“Oh! Susanna” is a song written by Stephen Foster. It was first published 

on February 25, 1848.  The song gained popularity and was quickly 

associated with the California Gold Rush and also became almost the 

official song for United States Westward Expansion. 

Stephen Foster is known as the Father of American Music. He also wrote 

“Camptown Races,” “My Old Kentucky Home,” “I Dream of Jeanie with 

the Light Brown Hair”. 

Fosters' songs were the first genuinely American in theme, 

characterizing love of home, American temperament, river life and work, 

politics, battlefields, slavery and plantation life. He wrote music and 

words for over 200 songs.   (source) 
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https://www.songhall.org/profile/Stephen_Foster


Stephen Foster 
Born on July 4, 1826, Stephen Foster would one day become America’s first 

professional songwriter. (Some even call him America’s first Pop Star). 

His songs are known for their nostalgic and sentimental qualities - the average 

American could relate to them quite well.  He wanted his songs to appeal to 

everyone; he studied poetry and music in various immigrant communities to help 

him with this.  

“He created songs in which slave owners and slaves alike conveyed the desire for 

the same things (home, family, youth, happiness). He tried to forge compassion 

and understanding in his lyrics.  Penniless and living in and out of hotels in New 

York City, he died at 37 on January 13, 1864 from a fever and a fall that gave 

him a gash to his head. In his wallet authorities found a scrap of paper that had 

scribbled on it: “Dear friends and gentle hearts.” He had 38 cents to his name. 

One of his most famous songs, “Beautiful Dreamer,” was published after his 

death.” (source) 

Today, with royalties, all of his songs would be worth millions of dollars. In his own 

day he only made $15,000 in royalties. 
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https://www.biography.com/news/stephen-foster-songs-facts

